


\ | VWaste transfer is the essential link between locat collsction systems and the local, regionzl and
{for some wastes) national facilities for recycling, processing and recovery, Most materials have a low
value until bulked up. There is therefore a growing need for bulking and iransfer stations to minimise
fravel by smaller waste collection vehicles and to “feed” larger and more cosi effective wasts
processing faclities. Wherever possible these should enable the use of more sustainable transport
maodes, including rail.

3.8,Z The large amount of waste generated in Wycombe district is currently taken direct by refuse
vehicles to landfitl. This adds {o the increasing congastion on the local highway netwaork, and & soluiicn
is required. The YWaste Strategy for Buckinghamshire has identified a fulure nead for a facility in the
Wycombe area to transfer and bulk up the district's household waste prior io iis transport for treatment
or landfill elsewhere. The WEB recommendad the co-location of centralised composting and transfer
facilities alongside the existing waste management operation at High Heavens on the basis that it is
close to Wycombe's waste arisings and has land available to use, However the site is in the Green
Belt ard is consirained by the Chilterns Area of Oulstanding Maiural Beauty. Views on this important
insue were sought in the Consuffalion on lssues (May 2002),

The County Councll has subsenuently 21 ]
arouna the High Wycombe srea. Taking inlo accouni criterfa sucn as access, including links o the
Strategic Transport Network (STN), the consuliants considered, notwithstanding the planning policy
consiraints, that the High Heavens site was the most suitable.

ad consudianis o eonsidear several noss

2.8.4 Finaily, the County Council has comeissioned a consultant study of “Multi-modal’ transfer

possibilities within Buckinghamshire. Suitable inter-modal locations are exceedingly rare and, in
principle, remaining opportunities should be safeguarded from other development. The consulianis
have concluded that a poteniial waste interchange opportunity from road to rail or waterway exists in

o
o




The site, approximately 10 hectares, lies detween the Crand Union Canal (Slough Arm) and the
mainding railway. The vacant land is located belween a caravan park and an industrial site.

The proposed facility would enable wasts t0 ba transported Ty both rall and canal but would require
ihe orovision of 2 new road access.

identifled waste management faciliies that could e rail zccessed from the site are af Newton
Longvillz (Milton Keynes), Sandford {Oxford), Calvert and Colnbrook. Three of these siles have
potential to be rail connected, or liz ciese 1o siding facilities that couid be so used. In addition,
waterways allow access to Milton Keyres by the Grand Union Canal and Ouford by the River Thames.

The safeguarding of the site in Policy 15 is contingent, in that a requirement would only arise if the
County Coundll could not secure approprizte waste recovery sites or canacity and had lo use transiar
instead, wnereby;

s Efther residual waste from the South Buckinghamshire area could be collecied at the sife for
onward transfer (by rail or water} for managemeant elsewherg;
Or, residual waste from parts of Mid- & southarm Bucks (for example, paris of Aylesbury Vale and
Wycomba districts} might be moved to the MMWTF for transfer o, for examgple, the Colnbrook
facility.

The Council recognises these possibilities require furiher examination but, in the meantime, it will
safeguard this site whilst the necessary studies are undeiiaken.
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