
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

Littleworth Common Management Plan 2012 – 2022 

South Bucks District Council has prepared the following FAQ’s to answer questions about 
the Littleworth Common Management Plan. 

FAQ’s 

What process has the Council followed to prepare the Management Plan? 
The Draft Management Plan was prepared in 2010 – 11 and reported to Councillors on 7th
 

February 2011. 

A Public consultation was carried out in May 2011 for 15 weeks.   The information was 

available on the Council’s and the Burnham Parish Council’s websites and key stakeholders
 
were consulted. 

Local residents were contacted and letters to approximately 180 residents were sent out. 

The Draft Management Plan was approved by the Environment PAG on 13th September 2011,
 
Cabinet on 4th October 2011 and Full Council on 25th October 2011.    


The final plan includes appendices and some additional background text to clarify certain 

points. 


The Appendices are as follows:   

Appendix One: Conservation objectives and definitions of favourable condition for designated 
features of interest: Littleworth Common SSSI 
Appendix Two: Recorded Species on Littleworth Common SSSI 
Appendix Three: Potentially Damaging Operations on Littleworth Common SSSI 
Appendix Four: Bibliography 

The amended plan was approved by Natural England (NE) on 13th April 2012. 

Why does the Council manage Littleworth Common? 
The Council has a scheme of management, dated 1952, under the Commons Act (1899) 
which was approved under ministerial consent.  The scheme of Management empowers the 
Council to manage the site as an open space. 

The Council also has a duty under Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to 
further the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or 
physiographical features by reason of which the site is of special scientific interest. 

As Littleworth Common is a designated Site of Special scientific Interest (SSSI), the Council 
has a statutory obligation under the legislation to manage the site to reach and maintain 
“favourable condition”.  Currently the site is “unfavourable recovering”.  We need to 
ensure that the direction of travel towards favourable condition is maintained. 

Natural England is responsible for enforcing the management of SSSI Nature Conservation 
through the relevant legislation and has a duty to ensure that managers of a site keep to an 
agreed management plan. 

Has the Council listened to Residents’ views? 
Yes, all comments have been reported back to Councillors for their consideration when 
approving the management plan.  The Council has held meetings with residents and 
understands that there are concerns about the detailed management of the common.    

Below are some of the key points that have arisen and relevant responses: 

1. Grazing. 
The plan states that “SBDC will aim to reintroduce grazing to the common using a 
local grazier and a suitable breed of cattle.” 
A number of resident concerns have been received about the possible fencing and 
grazing of the site.  We would clarify the position as follows: 



 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Low intensity grazing by a very small number of hardy cattle would be the ideal 
management for the site as it produces better results than mechanical management 
methods such as cutting or herbicide application (to control scrub and bracken).  

The grazing has been written into the management plan as an aspiration with 
recognition of this, and as a mechanism to obtain potential future funding.  However 
the likelihood of it taking place is remote.  We would discus this with the Friends 
group. 

The management plan states that the Council will explore the possibility of the 
introduction of grazing. If it is found that local views, financial constraints and other 
factors are against the introduction of grazing, it may be necessary to reconsider. 

The Council cannot fence the common without Secretary of State permission. 

There is a process to be gone through in order to fence a common to enable grazing, 
and there are no guarantees that permission would be granted.  Grazing therefore 
remains a vision, but there is no harm in having it in the plan.  Even if everyone 
wanted it to happen there are still official processes to go through. 

Natural England would not “enforce” grazing, but advise is that it would be best 
management solution. 

Some aims are included in the plan as a forerunner to any legal process that may be 
required. The Council is aware that further work is required should grazing and fencing 
be progressed. 

2. The Ponds 
The plan states that “Overhanging trees around a 5 metre margin of the ponds will 
be gradually removed over the period of the plan following public agreement.” 

Why does the document refer to three ponds?
 
It is the habitat that the ponds provide that is important in the SSSI (Site of Special 

Scientific Interest.) The fact that two of the ponds are often dry does not alter the 

fact that they provide an important habitat that needs to be managed. 


The aim of removing a 5 metre perimeter of trees around the ponds has caused some 

concern.  The aim is that the small trees will be removed over the 10 year period of 

the plan and larger trees will not be removed unless damaged or dangerous. 


The following has previously been agreed with representatives of the residents:
 
The Council will not remove the vegetation on the Common Lane side of the main pond, 

but some of the trees may require management in the longer term. 

The willow around the pond will not be touched to ensure that wildlife can remain. 

The saplings around the pond will be removed in accordance with the proposed 

management plan, to ensure that the saplings do not encroach further. 


All will be discussed with the Friends Group. 


3. Scalloping of the internal wooded boundary 
The plan states that “Selectively remove up to 5 Birch trees per year to create 
scallops around the woodland margins.” 
The management plan refers to the removal of some trees to create a ‘scalloped’ 

internal edge to the woodland surrounding the heathland.  Previous discussions with 

residents have confirmed that they are in agreement with this.  Tree removal will be 

limited to 5 birch trees per year. 

None of the boundaries will physically change from the road view and the general depth 

of the woodland borders will remain. 




 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

4. Heathland 
The plan states “Increase the area of lowland heathland.” 
Previous discussions with residents determined that they are in agreement for the birch 

saplings to be removed and that the community would be willing to help remove these.   

Residents have agreed to the removal of bracken but have requested that mechanical 

removal does not go ahead. However mechanical removal cannot be entirely ruled out 

as an appropriate management tool as it may have to be considered in the future. 


If saplings are to be removed using chemical methods then residents will be notified 

and signs will give walkers at least 24 hours notice.  

No specimen trees will be removed from the central common unless dead / diseased. 

Small copses that have formed will be allowed to remain to ensure that wildlife can live 

there. 


5. Shrubbery & Exotic Bushes 
The plan states “To reduce exotic invasive species, subject to resources” 
Residents have indicated that some of the rhododendrons, brambles and buddleia 
should remain to create wildlife habitats.  Some areas will be managed as necessary to 
avoid the increase of these species.  

6. West Common 
The plan states that “The woodland on the western common has small discrete 
glades and is largely free of holly, bracken and exotic invasive species such 
rhododendron and gaultheria.” 
The management plan refers to the management of the woodlands on the western 
common. These works will not be extensive and will not expose the water reservoir and 
homes.  The proposed creation of glades will not be undertaken in the early years of 
the plan but they will be created later on as resources allow, by removing some of the 
invasive species from small areas. 

7. Why won’t you do some tree planting on the boundary on the East Common? 
Tree planting on the common will not take place without further approval from Natural 
England. However there is a border of vegetation that is being left on the boundaries 
which will grow over time and provide further screening. 

How is Littleworth Common funded?   Why has the Council put forward a plan when it 
has acknowledged that it does not have sufficient funds to carry out all the proposed 
works? 

The Council currently has £1,000 per annum in its budgets to manage the site under its 
responsibilities through the Scheme of Management.  The SSSI status imposes further 
responsibilities on the managers of the site i.e. once a site is designated a SSSI, Natural 
England can impose certain management requirements.  This requires a more detailed 
management plan and also helps us to try to secure further funding from Natural England 
and other sources to progress the aims of this plan.  Much of the aims in the management 
plan would be dependant on receiving further funding.  If we don’t receive further funds 
the works will be limited to the Council’s budget, but there is no additional funding at 
present. 

Not all the aims in the management plan may have the funding behind them at present but 
the plan acts as a framework, so that funding opportunities that may be available in the 
future can be considered and if the aims are not stated in the plan then these opportunities 
may be lost. 

What funding is the Council trying to procure?  
The Council has applied to Natural England for funding to undertake further works such as 
bracken control and invasive species management.  This funding scheme is called the 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  
 
 
 
  

Higher Level Stewardship Scheme (HLS), which is the current funding available from Natural 
England towards the management of SSSI’s. 

Will the management plan be changed? 

The document that is currently on the website, titled ‘Final Littleworth Common 
Management Plan’, will be updated on a regular basis.  The document states that “The 
targets and actions outlined here will be reviewed through the 10 years of the management 
plan and if necessary adjusted. These reviews will be undertaken annually and include 
officers from SBDC, Natural England and all interested parties including the Friends group.  
Although this document has been approved by Natural England we are aware that there are 
several concerns about the intentions for the site. 
Some of the aims stated in the plan are ‘aspirations’ only – there is a possibility that some 
of the aims may not be implemented in the duration of this 10 year plan. 

What is the Council doing now? 
We are awaiting details from Natural England about the level of funding that will be 
allocated towards Littleworth Common over the next 10 years, from the HLS (Higher Level 
Stewardship) Scheme.  Until this is known, later this year, there will not be any major 
works on the common, but some low key scrub removal might take place. There is currently 
no extra funding for works apart from those required under the Scheme of Management. 

Who are the owners of the common? 
Our records show that the owners are Dropmore Holdings Ltd (Gibralter) and we continue 
to make contact with them about the common. We are exploring the possibility that 
another owner may now own part of the site. 

Are there Commoner’s rights? 
As far as the Council is aware, there are no registered commoner’s rights.  Bucks County 
Council has informed us that the only document with any relevance is the Commons 
Register (unit No CL. 183) which does not have any record of Commoners Rights.  Specific 
questions about Commoners Rights should be addressed to Bucks County Council as the 
registration authority.    

The Rights of Common may be claimed by landowner or tenant, but they are attached to 
the properties they hold, not to individuals.   In 1965, the Commons Registration Act forced 
all Commoners to re-register their Rights. If the individual rights were not registered, then 
your property ceased to enjoy its common rights. Once Commoner's rights have been lost 
they cannot be reinstated. 

What is the Friends Group? 
A site like this benefits from local community interaction.   Some of the residents see the 
benefits of volunteering to undertake some of the tasks such as scrub and birch sapling 
removal. 
We would encourage residents to be part of this group which would meet on a regular basis 
to carry out works, take part in an annual review of the plan and organise activities in 
accordance with the management plan. 

Tasks that a Friends group might engage in are:    

¾ Work parties to undertake tasks such as the cutting of birch saplings and bracken, 
cleaning leaf litter from the ponds, maintaining the path surfaces and managing 
holly, rhododendron and brambles. 

¾ Engaging with survey works on the site to understand the ecology and habitat. 
¾ Running activities with local schools, church etc. 
¾ Maintaining woodland glades/ paths 
¾ Recruiting new members – new residents, young people. 
¾ Guided walks on the common and weekend events. 



 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¾	 Engage with other groups in the area – for example; scouts, young people, ‘Help the 
Heroes’, local history/ archaeology/ botany groups, Green Gym. 

What area the next steps for the common and residents? 
In order to ensure that residents are engaged in the management of the site, the Council 
would like a Friends group to be progressed.  This would become the main point of contact 
to the residents in the future and would be involved in some of the tasks on the site. The 
Council will continue to facilitate the group but we need active involvement from the 
community to continue to conserve this important site.  However if the community does 
not want to be involved, the Council will continue to manage the common as it is obliged to 
do so. 

This page will be updated to keep residents informed with new information 
and notices about planned works on the common.   


