


Homelessness - a national issue 

• 77,240 households in temporary accommodation in England, March 

2017 

 

• That’s an increase of 60% since March 2011 

 

• These households include 120,540 children - an increase of 73% 

from March 2011 

 

• Cost to public sector is an eye-watering £1billion-plus every year 

 

• More than three-quarters of this - £845million - was spent on 

temporary accommodation 

 

Figures from the National Audit Office report of 13 September, 2017 

www.nao.org.uk/report/homelessness 

 

http://www.nao.org.gov.uk/report/homelessness


What this means for South Bucks District 

• We’re not immune – national trend is reflected in the District 

 

• We have no designated temporary housing accommodation 

 

Result?  

 

• We’re increasingly reliant on expensive temporary lettings, bed and breakfast 

 

• As homelessness increases, so do our costs 

 

• Projected costs this current financial year - £750,000 gross 

 

• Net costs are estimated to be £487,000 taking account of housing benefits we 

get back 

 



The facts …. 

• Applications for homelessness assistance in South Bucks have risen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Since 2007 - 179 new build affordable homes have been delivered in SBDC.   

 

• 83 being for affordable rented  

 

• The supply of affordable rental properties is not meeting homelessness demand   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 Apr-Sep 17 

Total Number of all households applying  76 73 88 102 60 

            

Total Number of all households Full Duty 

accepted 
59 47 67 69 44 

% Acceptance Rate  
77 64 76 67 73 



The facts …. 

 

Homelessness Costs have Risen: 

 

• From £63,680 in 2013/14 

 

• To that anticipated £487,000 net figure for the current financial year 

 



The human cost - inestimable 

• Stress. Families often forced to move to unfamiliar area 
 

• Loss of support network 
 

• Sometimes loss of employment 
 

• Children displaced from schools, friendship groups 
 

• Greater risk of ill-health and long-term illness 
 

• Depression 
 

• Chaotic and uncertain lifestyle 

 



Bath Road Depot  

- the start of a solution? 

We propose: 
 

• Making use of Council-owned land to 
provide 12 temporary one and two-
bedroomed self-contained units 
 

• Seeking temporary planning permission for 
5 or 10 years for residential use while 
South Bucks District Council seeks a longer-
term solution at other locations 
 

• Site is on Green Belt land - already has 
planning permission for employment use 
 

• We are consulting with:  

      - Taplow and Burnham Parishes  

      - Burnham Health Centre

      - Burnham Health Promotion Trust 
      - Community Groups in Burnham 

Current site location - Bath Road Depot   



The preferred scheme Indicative proposals 



The units 

Indicative Ground floor  

one and two bedroom units 

Site plan 

ground floor apartments  



The preferred scheme Indicative proposals 
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The preferred scheme Indicative proposals 



What the units provide 

• Close to all amenities - transport links, 

schools, medical facilities, work 

opportunities 

 

• Equipped with essential ‘white goods’ 

 

• Parking provision – but with low levels 

of car ownership amongst homeless 

households can we consider reduced 

parking standards?  

 

• Insulated, sprinkler systems and CCTV 

 

• Off-site construction means they’re 

versatile - can be moved after the five or 

ten years from Bath Road Depot and 

relocated 



Benefits? 

 

 

• Reduce Emergency Housing costs to the Council taxpayers by £218,000 a year  

• Leasehold Income of £43,000/annum  

• £262,000/annum budget improvement  

• £2.7M investment using s106 funding would payback in 10 years 

Will help us address our safeguarding responsibilities to vulnerable  

households experiencing homelessness 

• Managed by Housing Association 

 

 




