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Site: 15:  Land adjacent to Taplow Station  
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Figure 15.1 Landscape capacity and location of photographic viewpoints 
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South Bucks District Landscape Character Assessment  

The site 15 lies within LCA 20.2 Burnham Undulating Farmland for which the key requirements are set out below: 

Strategy/ Vision for the wider LCA: Conserve and manage Burnham Undulating Lowland as the peaceful landscape of mixed farmland and wooded field 
boundaries. Maintain the intimate rural and enclosed character. 

Guidelines (of relevance to this site, from the wider LCA): 

 Conserve and manage the network of dense hedgerows, hedgerow trees and infield trees. Consider replanting hedgerows which have been lost. 
 Conserve the small areas of woodland which provide enclosure in the landscape and form an important landscape pattern and feature, and 

invaluable biodiversity benefit. 
 Promote appropriate management of arable farmland and rough grazing, to help generate a wildlife rich habitat, and visually attractive landscape. 
 Maintain the essentially undeveloped character, with limited settlement development and road widening. 
 Maintain open views across fields, and avoid introducing large scale elements (such as pylons and masts) which would disrupt important views and 

the legible landscape character. 
 Ensure that new buildings and development is sensitively integrated into the landscape through careful siting. 
 Conserve historic parkland and estates such as Dropmore Park Estate, Hitcham Manor and Grenville Court. 
 Conserve the historic field patterns (pre 18th century irregular and co-axial enclosures) and avoid further divisions or expansions. 
 Ensure that recreational facilities, such as golf courses, do not erode the landscape character. 

 
Site description: 
 
Site 15 includes an area of largely developed land including commercial uses and railway car park to the west of Burnham. A suburban character 
predominates. Lines of mature and semi mature trees and regenerating vegetation bound the site’s perimeter and internal boundaries with many boundaries 
fenced with palisade fencing. The railway embankment forms the northern edge of the site providing strong containment beyond which lies woodland blocks, 
open fields, a mineral extraction site and Taplow village.  The eastern boundary is defined by Station Road with a commercial area adjacent. The southern 
boundary is defined by Bath Road beyond which lies open fields, Taplow Lake, an adventure play area and the winding Jubilee River.   
 
Key landscape planning factors: 
 
Site 15 lies within the Green Belt adjacent to the inset area of Burnham to the east.  Bath Road severs the site from the open land to the south however there 
are visual links from the southern boundary. 
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Photographs: 
 

 
Photo 1:  View from southern boundary and Bath Road looking south towards car boot sale fields  
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Photo 2:  View from the entrance to Motorhome Centre within site with 
vegetated railway embankment beyond  

Photo 3: View of vegetation along southern boundary adjacent to Bath Road  
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Photo 4:  View of mature trees, banking and retaining around garden centre 
car park within site  

Photo 5: View of railway car park and footbridge within site  

 
Please refer to section 3 methodology of the assessment process 
 
1. Visual Sensitivity:  Medium/Low 

 Few views into internal area of site 
 Trees are prominent in views 
 Views from less sensitive viewpoints although commercial areas and transport routes are busy 
 Views from more sensitive recreational users and PROW/Cycle route along Jubilee River to south  
 Mitigation through retention of tree, hedgerow and scrub cover would respect local character 

 
2. Landscape Sensitivity: Medium/Low 

 High level of mature tree and other vegetation cover 
 Currently developed land containing built form with a predominant suburban character  
 Grade 2 Dumb Bell Bridge adjacent to western tip of site 
 Berry Hill Grade 2 Registered Park and Garden lies to the north west with intervisibility limited by railway embankment along site’s northern edge 
 Noisy area with intrusive elements  
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 Industrial/commercial boundary features, bunding, railway embankment are dominant and are urbanising 
 
3. Landscape Character Sensitivity:  Medium/Low  (combines 1 and 2) 
  
4. Wider Landscape Sensitivity: Low 

 Heavily influenced by on site and adjacent urban form 
 Some visual connectivity with the landscape to the south 
 Severed by roads and railway embankment from open countryside to north and south  

 
5. Overall Landscape Sensitivity: Medium/Low (combines 3 and 4) 
 
6. Landscape Value:  Medium 

 Undesignated landscape  
 Grade 2 Dumb Bell Bridge adjacent to western tip of site. Sloping vegetated railway embankment and brick retaining walls at western end of site 

contribute to setting.   
 Berry Hill Grade 2 Registered Park and Garden lies to the north west with intervisibility limited by railway embankment along site’s northern edge 

 
7. Landscape Capacity: Medium/High (combines 5 and 6) 
 

Relationship of site to Burnham and Taplow 
 The site forms part of a wedge of largely developed land surrounded by transport routes and urban uses between these two settlements 
 Vegetation along the site boundaries contributes to containing and greening the urban edge  

Relationship with adjacent wider countryside 
 Little physical or visual relationship to the wider open agricultural landscape to the north and south 
 Onsite development and surrounding urban influence mean site is perceived as part of the urban area  
 Some onsite mature trees characteristic of wider landscape   

  

Potential impact on key landscape characteristics 
 Loss of mature tree stock which contributes to breaking up the urban fabric of the area 
 Loss of hedgerow / vegetated character to Bath Road and railway corridor 
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Potential impact on key visual characteristics 
 Little visual impact on sensitive visual receptors 
 Existing vegetation and railway embankment provides strong containment 
 Potential visual impact on nearby Registered Park and Garden and immediately adjacent listed bridge  
 

Potential impact on key settlement characteristics 
 Existing built form already on site similar, although smaller scale, to adjacent commercial uses 
 

Potential impact on the setting of the AONB  
 N/A 
 

Landscape mitigation and contribution to green infrastructure 
 Retention of all good and moderate quality tree cover over the site 
 Retention of other vegetated areas where they contribute to landscape and biodiversity value 
 Opportunities to improve coherence of site and improve visual impact of urbanising elements  
 Retention and enhancement of vegetated/landscape corridor along transport corridors and urban edges  
 Potential to improve public access links across site including connecting to railway station  
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Conclusion and recommendations 
 The development of site 15 is constrained by the need to conserve tree and other vegetation cover.  It is also constrained by the desire to retain some 

open setting of the listed bridge to the west and the vegetated character of Bath Road and urban edge. The existing level change across the site is also 
a constraint 

 Within these constraints, and subject to the recommendations below, a reduced part of the site as shown in Figure 15.2 below could be considered 
further for mixed development.  The density of the development, and the consequent mass and scale of the proposed built form should be carefully 
considered, located and designed to ensure it is not visually prominent, or break the skyline, notably in views from the open countryside to the south 
and north, nearby conservation areas and Registered Park and Garden to the north west.   

 Detailed landscape and visual assessment will be essential to inform the final capacity of the site in landscape terms 
 The setting of adjacent Grade 2 Dumb Bell Bridge and nearby Berry Hill Grade 2 Registered Park and Garden should be protected  
 Site 15 is largely developed containing urbanising element. Redevelopment could present opportunities to improve the incohesive and urbanising 

characteristics of the site 
 Enhance Green Infrastructure building on existing vegetated corridors/tree lines and linking to wider countryside incorporating meadow grass to 

enhance biodiversity. Recommendations in the landscape mitigation and contribution to green infrastructure section above should be taken in account 
 Preferred vehicular accesses utilising existing access off Bath Road and Station Road to retain existing vegetated boundaries  
 Compensatory landscape improvements to the remaining surrounding Green Belt land should take into account the guidelines of the South Bucks 

District Landscape Character Assessment and any landscape guidelines and improvements identified in the emerging Taplow Neighbourhood Plan. 
Opportunities for enhancements include managing small areas of woodland, hedgerows, hedgerow trees and infield trees for their landscape and 
biodiversity value and replanting lost landscape features including hedgerows and woodland. Other improvements could include enhancing 
accessibility to the Jubilee River, River Thames and Thames Path National Trail and surrounding landscape whilst maintaining local character and 
biodiversity interest. Improvements and provision of green infrastructure where landscapes can provide multiple benefits including enhancing 
landscape character, providing opportunities for recreation and storage of carbon and water should also be explored.  
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Figure 15.2 Recommended development area and landscape mitigation and enhancement 
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CHILTERN AND SOUTH BUCKS DISTRICT COUNCIL CAPACITY STUDY 2017 RECORD SHEET 
 

Site:  Site 15:  Land adjacent to Taplow Station 
Site character areas:  
Date of site survey: 21.6.17 
Surveyors: AG / IDT 
Weather/visibility:   
LCA: Key Characteristics LCT 20 Undulating Farmland;  LCA 20.2 Burnham Undulating Farmland 

 Undulating, transitional lowland topography gently rising between the Thames floodplain in the south and the higher wooded terrace to the north.  
 The area is predominately open arable cultivation in the north and rough grazing and paddocks in the south. Field sizes vary, and are generally larger 

where arable land use prevails. Several golf courses intersperse field systems (e.g. at Pumpkin Hill).  
 A strong network of hedgerows with trees delineates field boundaries and roadside edges often providing dense and irregular wooded backdrops. 

Oak trees are characteristic of the area.  
 Settlement is relatively sparse comprising linearly spread settlement along roads (e.g. Green Lane) and individual scattered farmsteads and isolated 

properties dispersed throughout. The village of Burnham is situated in the south of the area with a stronger modern character.  
 Fields are a mix of pre 18th century co-axial enclosure, pre 18th – 18th century irregular enclosure and some 20th – 21st century enclosure.  
 An intimate and calm landscape with little movement, despite the close proximity to Slough. Overall a strong rural character.  
 Varying degrees of enclosure contrasting between enclosed rural roads, dense woodland edges and open, expansive fields. Extensive long views are 

afforded towards the south from higher ground.  
 An overall strong rural character. 
 

LCA: Landscape and Visual Sensitivities: 
 The strong hedgerow and tree network, which provides visual unity and an important wildlife corridor. Specifically oak trees.  
 Wooded field boundaries and small pockets of woodland, which provide enclosure and ecological interest.  
 The peaceful and tranquil nature and sense of rural naturalness, despite the close proximity to Slough.  
 Open and uninterrupted long views over fields, specifically towards the south.  
 The relatively small scale, low density of settlement, which would be vulnerable to further expansion and over development.  
 The visual unity of the landscape, and organised, well balanced nature.  
 The remaining pre 18th century co-axial fields and irregular enclosures, which provide a visible reminder of the historic use of land. 

Landscape designations: 
 

None 
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VISUAL SENSITIVITY 
General visibility Population Mitigation potential 

Views into the site from: 
Bath Road and Marsh Lane 
Railway line and station  
Garden centre and Motorhome centre within site 
Adjacent commercial area 
Adventure playground to south and fishing lake 
Car boots sale area to south 
PROW/Cycle route 61 along Jubilee River 
 

Types of viewers: 
Road users 
Railway users  
Garden centre and Motorhome centre users 
Commercial area users  
Adventure playground and fishing lake users 
Car boot sale area users  
PROW/Cycle route users 

Opportunities for mitigation and landscape 
compatibility of mitigation: 
Retention and enhancement of mature trees 
and screening understorey planting/hedging   
 
 
 
 

Views out of the site to: 
Open fields of car boot sale area and landscape 
beyond 
 

Magnitude of viewers (level of use and popularity): 
Busy roads, railway line and commercial areas 
A number of recreational uses to south  

Impacts of mitigation: 
Mitigation compatible 

Does the site form part of a skyline? 
No 
 
 
 
 

Visual perceptions (activity and expectations of 
local visual receptors): 
Naturally regenerated areas with mature trees and 
shrubs aids in softening to adjoining commercial and 
railway uses 
Commercial areas 
Busy transport hub  
Urban fringe 
 

 

Panoramic views: 
No 

  

Landmark features: 
No 

  

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low  

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low 

Sensitivity score: 
Low 

Visual sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low 
Additional comments: 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 

Topography and landform: 
Extensive terracing, retaining and banking to 
commercial areas and railway line 
 
 

Boundary features other than vegetation: 
Palisade fencing to many boundaries 
Close board fence 

Tranquillity – Noise levels: 
Traffic noise from heavy traffic along roads 
Rail traffic noise 

Geological features: 
None observed 
 
 

Historic landscapes: 
None observed on site 
Berry Hill Grade 2 Registered Park and Garden lies to  
the north west with intervisibility limited by railway 
embankment along site’s northern edge 

Tranquillity – Visual intrusion / detractors: 
Railway embankment is dominant  
Bunding and palisade fencing are urbanising 
Footbridge to railway line 

Soil quality: 
Extensive areas of hard surfacing, made ground 
and ground remodelling  

Parkland features: 
None observed 

Tranquillity – Light pollution/dark skies: 
High levels to serve commercial  and 
transport needs 
 
 

Water features: 
Pond in Garden Centre  

  

Landcover and land use: 
Commercial and railway car park  
 

Conservation Area: 
Taplow Conservation Area on wooded hillside approx. 
750m to north. Conservation Area Character 
Appraisal identify views out to the south towards the 
site. Railway line between area and site likely to 
screen views.  
Taplow Riverside Conservation Area to west 
Identify views out from the south east edge of the 
conservation area out towards the site.  

 

Tree belts, individual trees and riverside trees: 
Tree lines and regenerating trees including 
sycamore  

Landscape features of CA: 
N/A 
 

 

Hedgerows and hedgerow trees: 
Over grown hedgerow, shrubs along Bath Road 
 

Built form: 
Single storey commercial buildings 
Railway bridges 

Accessibility by public footpath: 
None 

Woodland and copses: 
N/A 

Setting of listed buildings: 
Grade 2 Dumb Bell Bridge adjacent to western tip of 
site. Sloping vegetated railway embankment and brick 
retaining walls within site contribute to setting.   

Open access areas: 
None 
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Natural factors Cultural factors Perceptual features 

Wetland and meadow: 
N/A 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments: 
N/A 
 
 

Recreational areas: 
None within site  
Nearby recreational uses to south 
 

Common land: 
N/A 

Settlement pattern: 
Site is developed with medium sized one storey 
commercial buildings surrounded by parking areas 
Site set between railway, road and commercial areas 
Large scale commercial areas to the east 
 
 

 

Heathland: 
N/A 

Contribution of private gardens to landscape 
character: 
N/A 
 

Aesthetic sensitivity - Elements of 
openness/enclosure: 
Site largely enclosed by vegetation and 
banking  

Other significant vegetation cover: 
 

Cultural associations: 
None known 

Aesthetic sensitivity – landscape pattern: 
Complex fragmented mix of banking, 
retaining, tree cover, rough grass and 
development 

BAP / BOA / Phase 1 records: 
N/A 

Features of cultural importance: 
None known 

 

Presence of SSSI/SINC/local wildlife 
designation/Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland: 
N/A 

 
 

  

Other information 

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low  

Sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low 

Sensitivity score: 
Low  

Landscape sensitivity score: 
Medium/Low 
Additional comments: 
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Relationship with the wider landscape/townscape 
 

Adjacent settlement: Taplow and Burnham 
 
Character of the urban edge: 
Site contains commercial uses and it heavily influenced/contained by adjacent commercial areas and railway line 
 
Presence in a floodplain:  
Part of eastern and western areas of site fall within Flood Zone 2 
Relationship with adjacent wider countryside: 
Onsite development and surrounding urban influence mean site is perceived as part of the urban area  
Bath Road severs site from landscape to the south 
Railway embankment severs site from landscape to the north 
Some onsite mature trees characteristic of wider landscape   
 
Character of adjacent village(s): 
Large commercial areas on the edges of Slough/Burnham 
Taplow is situated on a hill to the north with a large area designated a conservation area 
Taplow Green to the east is designated a conservation area with linear settlement along roads and river  
 
Historic links with the wider area if known: 
Not known  
 
Ecological links with the wider area if known: 
Vegetation along railway corridor  
 
Recreational links with the wider area: 
None 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plan / Village Design Statement / Parish Plan / Conservation Area Appraisal – relevant extracts: 
Within emerging Taplow Neighbourhood Plan area but no information to date 
 

 
 


