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Response to Natural England’s and the AONB Conservation Board’s comments on Draft Landscape Capacity Assessment for Green Belt 
Development Options in the emerging Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 

Comments from Natural England (Date: 20th October 2017, Reference: 226768) and the AONB Conservation Board (Date: 1st November 2017) have been 
taken into account. The introduction and reports have been amended accordingly as agreed with Chiltern and South Bucks Councils. The following 
comments/responses are set out below: 
 

Comments from Natural England – Date: 20th October 2017, Reference: 226768 

Natural England’s comment Page Response 

Cover letter –  
In our review of the Chilterns and South 
Bucks Local Plan – Green Belt preferred 
options we note that with appropriate 
mitigation none of the options appear to 
significantly impact the Chilterns AONB with 
the exception of Lodge Lane at Site 6. 

 See comments below on Site 6. 

Cover letter –  
We do however, have several comments to 
make on the sites in terms of ecological 
impacts. 

 As the NE planning officer notes many of the comments within their response do not relate 
specifically to landscape matters but are wider planning issues which would need to be 
addressed if the council were to proceed with the sites. 

Site 1 - Soil quality 14 To establish the soil quality of the site a more detailed soil assessment would be required and 
could be dealt with at the application stage. 
Magic (http://www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk) identifies the entire site as grade 3 
agricultural land. This has been updated in the report.  

Site 2 – Visual impact of proposed housing 6 The recommendations have been amended to read: “the heights of the proposed 
development and appropriate landscape mitigation should prevent intrusive built 
development on the skyline” 
Recommendations for screening along the southern edge of the proposed development area are 
already covered in the report. 

Site 3 – Impact on chalk stream  This is a wider planning issue  

Site 6 – Impact on rural character of Lodge 
Lane 

10 Clarification added regarding vehicular access to development areas 

Site 7 – Proposed Green Infrastructure  An explanation of what the GI includes is described at 7.24 of the assessment’s introduction.  

Site 8 – Proposed Green Infrastructure  An explanation of what the GI includes is described at 7.24 of the assessment’s introduction. The 
report recommends retaining some of the small enclosed rough grassland fields. 

Site 9, 10,11,12, 13, 14, 15 – ecology impacts  Comments regarding specific widths of buffer zones, ecological connectivity, ecological 
enhancements of the sites, alternative green space provision and impacts on priority habitat 
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should be picked up/addressed by detailed ecological assessments on a site by site basis. An 
explanation of what the GI includes is described at 7.24 of the assessment’s introduction. 

 

Comments from AONB Conservation Board – Date: 1st November 

AONB’s comment Page Response 

Report Title  The report title was chosen by Chiltern and South Bucks Councils and covers sites in and 
outside the AONB. No amendments are considered necessary  

Hyperlinks  Hyperlinks can be added to the Council’s webpage alongside the report so they are easily 
updated as required  

Introduction– Setting of AONB and formatting 2 and 
3 

Sentence about setting of AONB added; LVIA sentence give own paragraph; and reference to 
fieldwork added to 1.10 (previously 1.9) in line with comments 

Introduction– Introduction about AONB and 
NPPF 

5 Introduction about AONB added and section describing over-riding principle of the NPPF in 
relation to AONBs amended in line with comments 

Introduction - Special Qualities of the 
Chilterns 
 

5 This comment has been dealt with by pointing the reader to the AONB’s website, to keep the 
length of report down, and adding a hyperlink to the Council’s webpage alongside the report 

Introduction - Amendments to methodology   Methodology has been agreed with Chiltern and South Bucks Councils. No amendments are 
considered necessary 

Cumulative assessment  Scope has been agreed with Chiltern and South Bucks Councils and no amendments are 
considered necessary. Cumulative assessment did not form part of the brief for this assessment 

Introduction - Concerns regarding 
summertime fieldwork  

38 Unavoidable given time constraints of the work. This can be address by a full LVIA being 
undertaken for each site, as recommended in the report.   

Appendix B - Additional mapping and 
amendments to mapping within the report  

 All mapping has been agreed with Chiltern and South Bucks Councils and no further maps or 
amendments to maps are required. These issues are covered by other work either in progress or 
which need to be undertaken on a site by site basis 

General points regarding ecological impacts  As noted above these should be picked up/addressed by ecological assessment work  

Site 2 – Traditional Orchard   
 
 

4,6, 11 Report updated to note three patches of Traditional Orchard 
 

Site 2 - Question the suitability of the 
proposed access to the east which would cut 
though orchard as evident on aerial 
photography. 

 Whether this area contains an orchard has not been verified. This should be picked up by a more 
detailed assessment. Recommendations in the report note the access road alignment should be 
set as close as possible to the southern edge of the built up area.   

Site 4   No change.  The comment regarding the settlement pattern of the old town is not felt to be 
relevant as the site is separated from the old town by modern development and is more closely 
related to the newer parts of the town.   
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The statement regarding all parts of the site being visible from public footpaths does not mean 
that all parts of the site are visible from all footpaths and therefore does not conflict with photo 7 
annotation stating that the site is not visible from that viewpoint.  No clarification is felt necessary. 

Site 5 7 and 
8 

Addition of note regarding old town being adjacent to the north-west, being a valley bottom 
settlement, and that development could lead to further extension of development on slopes rising 
up from the valley bottom and loss of compact historic form constrained by valley sides. 
 

Site 6 10 Clarification added regarding vehicular access to development areas.  Impacts on priority habitat 
(including possible Traditional Orchard) should be picked up/addressed by detailed ecological 
assessments on a site by site basis.  Note added regarding possible Traditional Orchards and 
their protection in line with the AONB’s Chalk, Cherries and Chairs project. 

Impacts on chalk streams   This is a wider planning issue  

 


