
 

  RPS Planning & Development Ltd 

  

Project Pinewood 

Sustainability Context 

On behalf of Pinewood Studios 

Appeal reference numbers: AAP/N410/A/10/2126663, 

AAP/N410/A/10/2126665; AAP/N410/A/10/2126667;3 

 

[Client Name] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: Tom Dearing Assistant 

Consultant 

 22 February 2011 

Reviewed & checked by: Kath Zahran Senior Consultant  22 February 2011 

Authorised by: Dan Smyth Senior Director  22 February 2011 

Date of issue: 22 February 2011 

Revision: 0 

Project number: JAS6224 

Document file path: O:\Jobs_6001-7000\6224s\Report\Sustainability 
proofs\6224_Pinewood_Carbon_Addendum_1_Sustainability_Context.doc  

 

RPS Planning & Development Ltd 

6-7 Lovers Walk 

Brighton 

BN1 6AH 

T: +44 (0) 1273 546800 

F: +44 (0) 1273 546801 

E: rpsnbn@rspsgoup.com 

W: www.rpsgroup.com 

 



Project Pinewood Sustainabilty Context 

JAS6224   RPS Planning & Development Ltd 
22 February 2011 | Revision 2  Brighton Office 

Quality Management 

 

Revision History 

Rev Date Status Reason for revision Additional comments 

0 22/02/11 Final - - 

     

     

     

     

     

 

DISCLAIMER 

The preparation of this report by RPS has been undertaken within the terms of the brief and the terms of the contract with the client 

using reasonable skill and care and taking account of the resources devoted to it by agreement with the client.  We disclaim any 

responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside the scope of the above.  This report is confidential to the 

client and we accept no responsibility of whatsoever nature to third parties to whom this report, or any part thereof, is made known. 

 Any such party relies on the report at their own risk. The opinions and interpretations presented in this report represent our 

reasonable technical interpretation of the data made available to us. However, due to the uncertainty inherent in the estimation of 

all parameters, we cannot, and do not guarantee the accuracy or correctness of any interpretation and we shall not, except in the 

case of gross or wilful negligence on our part, be liable or responsible for any loss, cost damages or expenses incurred or 

sustained by anyone resulting from any interpretation made by any of our officers, agents or employees.  RPS accepts no 

responsibility for data provided by other bodies and no legal liability arising from the use by other persons of data or opinions 

contained in this report. 

Except for the provision of professional services on a fee basis, RPS does not have a commercial arrangement with any other 

person or company involved in the interests that are the subject of this report. 

RPS cannot accept any liability for the correctness, applicability or validity for the information they have provided, or indeed for any 

consequential costs or losses in this regard. Our efforts have been made on a "best endeavours" basis and no responsibility or 

liability is warranted or accepted by RPS. 

 

COPYRIGHT © RPS 

The material presented in this report is confidential. This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the client and shall not 

be distributed or made available to any other company or person without the knowledge and written consent of the client or RPS 

 



Project Pinewood Sustainabilty Context 

JAS6224   RPS Planning & Development Ltd 
22 February 2011 | Revision 2  Brighton Office 

Contents 

1 Policy Context and Drivers ................................................................................ 1 

2 Project / Industry Sustainability Context .......................................................... 5 

Overview ........................................................................................................................ 5 

UK screen production industry .................................................................................... 5 

Screen production industry outside the UK ................................................................ 6 

Individual screen productions ..................................................................................... 7 

Summary ....................................................................................................................... 8 

Tables 

Table 2.1: Example film carbon footprints ................................................................................................ 7 

 References 



Project Pinewood Sustainabilty Context 

JAS6224  - 1 - RPS Planning & Development Ltd 
22 February 2011 | Revision 0  Brighton Office 

1 Policy Context and Drivers 

1.1 Pinewood’s low carbon approach is set in the context of key climate change policy drivers at 

European, UK and local levels, including the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change, the EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, and the UK Climate Change Act and 

Energy Act. The proposal takes into account the carbon reduction targets established by the Code 

for Sustainable Homes and Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method 

(BREEAM). 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 

Kyoto Protocol 

1.2 The Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC was adopted in 1997, entered into force in 2005 and has now 

been ratified by 184 Parties of the UNFCCC. The major feature of the Kyoto Protocol is that it sets 

legally binding targets for 37 industrialised countries and the European Community for reducing 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. A single target of 8% below 1990 levels by 2012 was set for 

the European Union. The Burden Sharing Agreement allocates responsibility for reducing 

emissions amongst EU member states. The UK’s target is 12.5%. It is generally accepted that the 

Kyoto reduction targets reflect a small first step on the path to far deeper cuts.  

1.3 The Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change6, published in 2006, found that 1% of the 

global GDP each year would need to be invested in cutting emissions in order to stabilise GHG 

concentrations at 500-550 parts per million CO2e in the atmosphere. By 2050, global emissions 

would need to be around 25% below current levels. This is considered to be the minimum 

reduction needed to avoid runaway dangerous climate change. Ultimately, stabilisation requires 

that annual emissions be brought down to more than 80% below current levels. 

1.4 In 2007, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change published its Fourth Assessment 

Report, which stated that to avoid dangerous climate change, GHG emissions would need to peak 

before 2015, with 50% to 85% reductions on 2000 levels by 2050. 

1.5 UK emissions in 2008 of the six greenhouse gases regulated under the Kyoto Protocol were 

19.4% below base-year and projected to decline further over 2008-12, meaning that the UK has 

already over-achieved its target of 12.5%. The carbon budget for the first budgetary period (2008-

12), which coincides with the first Kyoto commitment period, has been set at a level in excess of 

the UK's Kyoto commitment, requiring emission reductions of just over 22% below 1990 levels. 
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1.6 A report delivered to the European Scrutiny Commons Select Committee in October 2010 [a] 

suggests that the EU-15 will meet its Kyoto target, and that, on current projections, reflecting the 

economic recession, it is very likely that this will be over-achieved. The EU has also committed 

collectively to reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 by at least 20% compared with 1990 

levels. There remains a significant gap between the 20% target and Member States' projections, 

requiring a much steeper emissions reduction path after 2012, as compared with 1990-2012, and 

underlining the need to implement the climate and energy legislative package agreed by the 

European Council in 2009 [b]. 

European legislation 

1.7 The European Union has adopted a number of directives to achieve its emissions reduction 

target. These include the EU Emissions Trading Scheme, Kyoto Protocol project mechanisms, 

inclusion of aviation activities, and the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. 

1.8 In response to the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, all properties (homes, commercial 

and public buildings) when bought, sold, built or rented require an Energy Performance Certificate 

(EPC). Larger public buildings will also need to display an energy certificate. This has been in 

place since October 2008. 

1.9 On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament and Council passed the climate action and 

renewable energy package, which commits the European Community to: 

 Cutting GHGs by at least 20% of 1990 levels (with potential for 30% if other developed 

countries commit to comparable cuts); 

 Increasing use of renewables (wind, solar, biomass, etc) to 15% of total energy production  

by 2020 (currently around 8.5%); and 

 Cutting energy consumption by 20% of projected 2020 levels by improving energy efficiency. 

1.10 The UK has taken a strong international lead in negotiating targets to reduce GHG emissions, and 

the present government has supported an increase in the EU’s reduction target for 2020 to 30% 

compared 1990 emissions. The EU has stated an intention to adopt this higher target as part of 

the 2010 Copenhagen Accord. 

                                                

a European Scrutiny Commons Select Committee (2010): Commission report on progress towards meeting the Kyoto objectives. 

Available at - http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmeuleg/428-vi/428vi12.htm - last accessed 01/02/11. 

b Council of the European Union (2009): Council adopts climate and energy legislative package. Available at - 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/misc/107136.pdf - last accessed 22/02/11 
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National emissions reduction target and the Carbon Reduction Commitment 

1.11 The UK’s Climate Change Act (2008) effectively made the UK the first country to put carbon 

emissions reduction targets into law, with legally-binding national emissions reduction targets of 

34% by 2020 and 60% by 2050 (relative to 1990 levels) set. In November 2008, the carbon 

dioxide emissions reduction target was revised from 60% to 80% by 2050. 

1.12 One of the measures for achieving these targets is the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy 

Efficiency Scheme (CRC). The scheme is compulsory for any public or private organisation using 

more than 6,000 MWh of half-hourly metered electricity (which equates to approximately 

£500,000 in electricity bills). The CRC is currently (as of January 2010) undergoing consultation 

for reform, with the removal of revenue recycling to high-achieving participants confirmed. It is 

also likely that the emissions trading element of the scheme will be removed and that the 

registration period will be extended. Pinewood Studios Ltd (PSL) may fall under the CRC scheme, 

depending on what emissions arise from operating Pinewood Studios and Pinewood floor spaces 

where PSL is the landlord, as well as the emissions attributable to PSL’s own commercial 

activities. 

1.13 A steep fall in the UK’s GHG emissions in the 2008-9 period, influenced significantly by the 2008 

recession, has lead the Climate Change Committee to propose increasing reduction targets for 

the second (2013-2017 and third (2018-2022) national carbon budgets, which would lead to a 

37% reduction target for 2020 (relative to 1990) [c]. 

1.14 The Climate Change Act was implemented with cross-party support and it can be expected that 

the coalition government will continue to honour and where necessary expand upon the 

obligations that it set out. 

UK planning policy 

1.15 Under the supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS 1), Planning and Climate Change 

(December 2007), planning authorities should ensure proposed development is consistent with 

the PPS and avoid placing requirements on applicants that are inconsistent. In particular:  

“…applicants for planning permission should consider how well their proposals for 

development contribute to the Government’s ambition of a low-carbon economy 

and how well adapted they are for the expected effects of climate change. 

Applicants and planning authorities should bear in mind that the policies in this 

PPS are capable of being material to decisions on planning applications.” 

                                                

c Climate Change Committee (2010): Meeting Carbon Budgets – ensuring a low-carbon recovery. 2
nd

 Progress Report to 

Parliament Committee on Climate Change, and ‘1
st
 to 3

rd
 Carbon Budgets (2008 - 2022)’, available at – 

http://www.theccc.org.uk/carbon-budgets/1st-3rd-carbon-budgets-2008-2022 – last accessed 22/02/11 
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1.16 Key Planning Objectives for planning authorities include preparing and managing the delivery of 

spatial strategies that (amongst other objectives): 

 Make a full contribution to delivering the Government’s Climate Change Programme and 

energy policies, and in doing so contribute to global sustainability; and 

 Respond to the concerns of business and encourage competitiveness and technological 

innovation in mitigating and adapting to climate change. 

1.17 PPS 1 (supplement 1, paragraph 40) states that an applicant for planning permission to develop a 

proposal that will contribute to the delivery of these Key Planning Objectives and that is consistent 

with the development plan should expect expeditious and sympathetic handling of the planning 

application. 

Requirements for planning applications - South Bucks District Council 

1.18 South Bucks District Council (SBDC) has prioritised sustainable development and climate change 

as long term objectives of the Council by publishing its Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy 

2008–2011[d]. The strategy notes that: 

“The Council, therefore, must take steps now to meet current and increasing challenges 

on climate change and reduce CO2 emissions at every available opportunity through its 

own operations (and in encouraging others), particularly as South Bucks District has the 

highest carbon emissions per capita in the UK.” 
†
 

1.19 Under National Indicator 186 - Per capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the LA [Local Authority] 

area, the council aims to reduce the local authority area CO2 emissions while working with the 

Local Strategic Partnership to influence sectors including: 

 Businesses and the public sector (industry, commerce and public sector); and 

 Domestic housing (all housing in the area, including privately owned and leased housing).  

                                                

d SBDC (2008): Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy 2008 – 2011  

† 
The 2008 period NI 186 statistics (AEA for DECC, 2010: Local and Regional CO2 Emissions Estimates for 2005-2008 - National 

Indicator 186 release) suggest however that South Bucks no longer has the highest per-capita emissions nationally 
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2 Project / Industry Sustainability Context 

 Overview 

2.1 As the UK’s premier screen production studio facility, PSL has a significant role to play in 

delivering screen industry sustainability goals in the UK. In addition, through its position as a 

venue attracting inward investment to film production in the UK, PSL is also well placed to have a 

material impact upon the sustainability of the global film industry. In 2006, the UK drew inward 

investment of £570m from 27 major films, the majority of which (19 productions) used facilities at 

Pinewood Studios.  

2.2 An increasing awareness of GHG emissions and rising sustainability goals within the industry 

mean that PSL must respond to pressure from current and potential clients (e.g. multinational film 

production companies) to offer facilities that enable a low-carbon and sustainable approach to 

creating screen productions. At the same time, PSL faces significant international competition 

from other studios which are implementing ambitious sustainability strategies of their own.  

2.3 The GHG emissions reductions and other sustainability benefits (such as reduced air travel) that 

will be afforded by Pinewood’s streetscapes are therefore important both in the context of PSL’s 

industry competitiveness and in the contribution they will make to the emissions reduction goal for 

UK film productions. 

 UK screen production industry 

2.4 Film London and the Mayor of London, supported by the London Filming Partnership, have 

developed the ‘Green Screen’ strategy report [e] which estimates that the total carbon footprint of 

London’s screen production industry is approximately 125,000 tonnes a year, and proposes a 

60% reduction in emissions by 2025 over a present-day baseline. It is estimated that 17% of 

emissions result from location shooting (though this excludes international travel), while studio 

emissions and other production activities constitute 40% and 28% of the total respectively. Post-

production emissions (which are outside the scope of this carbon footprint work) form the 

remaining 15%. 

2.5 Under this strategy, a range of emissions reduction tactics are proposed, of which reductions from 

on-location filming form a small part. However, the strategy identifies a large remaining gap 

between projections of potential emissions reductions and the target despite these proposed 

measures. Pinewood, in enabling emissions reductions from ‘location’ shooting above and beyond 

those proposed in the strategy, has the potential to make an important contribution to this 

emissions reduction gap. 

                                                

e Greater London Authority (2009): Green Screen: Helping London’s film and TV industry take action on climate change 



Project Pinewood Sustainabilty Context 

JAS6224  - 6 - RPS Planning & Development Ltd 
22 February 2011 | Revision 0  Brighton Office 

2.6 A Green Screen simple carbon footprint calculator (excel spreadsheet) has also been developed 

[f]. This accepts inputs relating to budget, travel, staff person-hours, studio time, waste and 

materials to calculate a film’s carbon footprint. 

2.7 The UK Film Council has commissioned a report upon developing an Environmental Strategy for 

UK Film and is working in partnership with Green Screen London, the major studios (including 

PSL), the Cinema Exhibitors' Association and the Film Distributors' Association, to create a film 

Sustainability Committee. It has also sponsored http://www.greeningfilm.com, a website which 

aims to help professionals working in every part of the film industry – studios, locations, 

distribution, exhibition, special effects, post-production and archives – to reduce their carbon 

footprint, save money and to ensure awareness of new environmental legislation. Funding for the 

UK Film Council ceased in 2010, however, and it is not known whether the anticipated 

Environmental Strategy for UK Film will be released by this organisation. Nevertheless significant 

cross-party support for GHG emissions reduction exists and backtracking upon this proposed 

strategy development is not expected. 

 Screen production industry outside the UK 

2.8 In the US, major studios and production companies such as Warner Bros. and Disney have 

established wide-ranging screen production sustainability initiatives. 

2.9 Warner Bros. began implementing a company-wide energy conservation program in 1999, and 

has invested in renewable energy. In 2006, a 72 kW solar system was constructed on the Studio’s 

Mill Building roof and in 2008, this system was expanded to more than 500 kW. Most recently, a 

100 kW system was added to Stage 23, bringing the Studio’s total solar energy portfolio to over 

600 kW.  

2.10 The Studio has achieved the US Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED™) ‘green building’ and ‘gold standard’ certifications for recently 

constructed buildings, and produces Green Production Guidelines annually, aimed at helping TV 

and film productions conserve natural resources and operate more efficiently.  

2.11 Disney has an Environmental Policy which aims to reduce GHG emissions by identifying the 

sources and implementing solutions, including source elimination, efficiency improvement, 

minimizing transportation and other fuels, and increasing the use of clean fuels. It has established 

two long-term climate and energy goals: 

                                                

f
 AEA (date unknown): Carbon Footprint Calculator for TV and Film Productions, available at – 

http://filmlondon.org.uk/filming_in_london/london_filming_partnership/green_screen/assets/documents/carbon_calculator_ms_excel 

– last accessed 22/02/11 
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 Zero net direct greenhouse gas emissions. Avoiding emissions, reducing emissions through 

efficiency, replacing high-carbon fuels with low-carbon alternatives, and then using high-

quality offsets for what is left; and 

 Reduction of indirect greenhouse gas emissions from electricity consumption. This goal 

focuses on taking steps to be more efficient in electricity consumption, the procurement of 

clean electricity from utilities and investments in clean electricity projects. 

2.12 These are supported by medium-term goals, under which Disney aims to: 

 Achieve 50% of its long-term goal for direct emissions from fuels by 2012 through a 

combination of reductions, efficiencies and offsets; and 

 Reduce electricity consumption by 10% by 2013 compared to a 2006 baseline in existing 

assets.  

2.13 The Environmental Media Association (EMA) produces green guidelines for film and television 

production and is responsible for the EMA awards which honour film and television productions 

that have managed the environmental impact of their television or film production. 

 Individual screen productions 

2.14 A range of films, other screen productions, and even media companies have been able to make 

the claim of ‘carbon neutrality’, typically through emissions reductions combined with carbon 

offsetting (which can form the principal component). Carbon footprints have been calculated for 

high-profile films such as ‘Evan Almighty’, ‘The Day After Tomorrow’ and ‘Syriana’ (see Table 3.1), 

although information regarding the footprinting methodology, from which one could investigate 

wide variability in the results, has not been publicly disclosed.  

Table 2.1: Example film carbon footprints 

Film Film budget (US$m) Tonnes of CO2 

Evan Almighty 175 2,000 [g] 

The Day After Tomorrow  125 10,000 [h] 

Syriana 50 2,000 [i] 

                                                

g Greenthinkers (date not given), ‘ "Evan Almighty" Buys Carbon Offsets ’, last update not given, available at 

http://www.greenthinkers.org/blog/2007/06/evan_almighty_buys_carbon_offs.html, accessed on 28 January 2009 

 

h Learning and Teaching Scotland (2008), ‘The Day After Tomorrow’, last updated 8 September 2008, available at 

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/sustainabledevelopment/climatechange/communicate/dvdsandmovies/thedayaftertomorrow.asp, 
accessed on 30 October 2008 

 

i Time Warner (2006), ‘Syriana Fights Pollution with Renewable Energy’, press release 18 January 2006, available at 

http://www.timewarner.com/corp/newsroom/pr/0,20812,1150507,00.html, accessed on 28 January 2009 
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2.15 Further examples include ‘Ghosthunter’, ‘Sweet Land’ and ‘2012’, which have reported achieving 

carbon emissions reductions or ‘carbon neutrality’, while the television series 24 has likewise used 

a combination of 43 % carbon reductions and further offsetting to become ‘carbon neutral’ from 

season 7. Media conglomerate NewsCorp also calculates a comprehensive carbon footprint and 

has used carbon offsets combined with sustainability measures to reduce emissions. 

 Summary 

2.16 Collectively such evidence demonstrates an increasing imperative within the industry to reduce 

GHG emissions. Pinewood also faces significant and rising competitive pressure as clients (film 

production companies) raise their sustainability goals and other global production facilities 

implement competing sustainability strategies. The GHG reductions and other sustainability 

improvements for screen production afforded by Pinewood are therefore a highly relevant part of 

PSL’s industrial competitiveness. 
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