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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 What is sustainability? 
 
1.1.1 Sustainability is about making positive and lasting changes in the way we use 

natural and human resources to improve quality of life for all; now and in the 
future. In the context of an event such as the London 2012 Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games (hereafter ‘the 2012 Games’) this means: 
 
� providing an accessible and inclusive setting for all; 

 
� providing a safe and secure atmosphere; 

 
� minimising negative impacts on the environment; 

 
� encouraging healthy living; 

 
� promoting responsible sourcing; 

 
� leaving a positive legacy; 

 
� delivering excellent customer experience, and 

 
� encouraging more sustainable behaviour. 

 
1.2 What is the purpose of this document? 
 
1.2.1 This statement is prepared jointly on behalf of the London Organising Committee 

of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) and the Olympic Delivery 
Authority (ODA).  The statement is submitted in support of the planning 
applications for the Eton Dorney Olympic and Paralympic venue, which will host 
Olympic Rowing and Canoe Sprint events and Paralympic Rowing events. 
 

1.2.2 The Eton Dorney venue falls within the administrative boundaries of two Local 
Authorities, namely South Buckinghamshire District Council (SBDC) and Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (RBWM).  The site also falls within the 
boundaries of Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC).  For the purposes of 
these planning applications, the venue comprises Dorney Lake, Windsor 
Racecourse and the River Thames as the three principal components.  

 
1.2.3 As the Eton Dorney venue straddles Local Planning Authority boundaries, and 

has been the subject of previous planning applications, a total of five planning 
applications are submitted to deliver the venue. These applications comprise the 
following: 

 
� Planning application for the Temporary Pedestrian River Crossing submitted 

to SBDC;  
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� Planning application for the Temporary Pedestrian River Crossing submitted 
to RBWM; 

 
� Planning application for the Transport Hub at Windsor Racecourse submitted 

to RBWM; 
 

� Planning application for Eton Dorney Rowing Lake overlay submitted to 
SBDC; and 

 
� Planning application for the Variation of Condition 15 of planning permission 

SBD/8201/05, and a Deed of Variation for the associated Legal Agreement. 
 
1.2.4 The full Descriptions of Development for the individual applications are set out 

within the supporting Planning Statement and on the relevant planning 
application forms. 

  
1.2.5 This statement relates to the Eton Dorney venue and has been prepared for 

submission in support of each of the individual planning applications. 
 
1.2.6 On 6th July 2005 the International Olympic Committee (IOC) awarded the 2012 

Olympic and Paralympic Games (“2012 Games”) to London. The ODA is the 
public body responsible for developing and building the new venues and 
infrastructure for the 2012 Games and LOCOG is responsible for preparing and 
staging the Games, including the temporary venues and overlay.  The Planning 
Application for Eton Dorney is a joint venture between LOCOG and the ODA, 
hereafter jointly referred to as ‘London 2012’.  The term ‘event facilities’ refers to 
the temporary structures and facilities required to stage an event. 

  
1.2.7 Eton Dorney was selected in 2003 as the venue for Olympic Rowing and Canoe 

Sprint events and Paralympic Rowing Events, as part of the “London Bid” for the 
Games. 

  
1.2.8 London 2012 is required to apply for planning permission for operations and 

changes in use of land for the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympic events 
that constitute development requiring planning permission. 

 
1.2.9 This document seeks to place the planning application made by London 2012 for 

the events at Eton Dorney within the context of the overall London 2012 Games 
Sustainability Plan.  It outlines London 2012 commitments to sustainability, how 
these have been taken into consideration to date and principles going forward for 
the venue detailed design, set up, competition and removal stages. 
 

1.2.10 In order to stage the Rowing and Canoe Sprint events at Eton Dorney, London 
2012 needs to install a number of facilities.  These will be kept to a minimum and 
London 2012 aims to utilise the venue existing facilities.  The facilities include: 

 
� Use of the rowing late and return lake for the Rowing and Canoe Sprint 

events including spectator seating and associated event facilities at the 
southern end of the lake; 
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� Operational compounds and athlete areas at the southern end of the lake; 

 
� Use of the River Thames for canoe sprint training; 

 
� Use of the agricultural field north of Dorney Lake to accommodate the 

Paralympic bus and coach transport hub; 
 

� Temporary pedestrian river crossing across the River Thames to connect the 
transport hub at Windsor Racecourse to the venue at Dorney Lake; and 

 
� Additional facilities – utilities, use of existing internal roads, lighting, cabling 

and perimeter fencing throughout the project site.  
 
1.2.11 Dorney Lake is an existing rowing lake, approximately two kilometres in length, 

with the start at the northern end of the lake and the finish at the southern end.  
The lake comprises a rowing lake and return lake running in parallel with a return 
island in between.  The start area to the north of the lake will comprise athlete 
facilities, secondary broadcast compound and storage. 

 
1.3 Structure of the document 
 
1.3.1 Section 2 outlines the context within which this Sustainability Statement is set.  It 

also provides an overview of the London 2012 Sustainability Plan and LOCOG’s 
Sustainability Management System. 

 
1.3.2 Sections 3 to 7 follow the five themes of the London 2012 Sustainability Plan: 

 
- Climate change; 

 
- Waste; 

 
- Biodiversity; 

 
- Inclusion; and 

 
- Healthy living. 
 

1.3.3 Each section includes the: 
 
- context of that particular issue; 

 
- commitments made in the London 2012 Sustainability Plan; and 

 
- key elements of venue design and operations which have addressed 

sustainability. 
 
1.3.4 Section 8 outlines a number of cross cutting themes which can help deliver the 

commitments outlined in Sections 3 to 7. 
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1.3.5 Section 9 considers the potential sustainability legacy of the 2012 Games in 
terms of knowledge transfer of new approaches and ideas. 
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2 Sustainability policy context 
 
2.1 National context 
 
2.1.1 Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1, Delivering Sustainable Development, 2005) 

reaffirms the Government’s commitment to the principles of sustainable 
development. The key aims for sustainable development include the following: 

 
- Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone. Community 

involvement is vitally important to planning and the achievement of 
sustainable development; 
 

- Protecting and enhancing the quality of the natural and historic environment. 
The condition of our surroundings has a direct impact on the quality of life 
and the conservation and improvement of the natural and built environment 
brings social and economic benefit for local communities. Planning should 
seek to maintain and improve the local environment and help to mitigate the 
effects of declining environmental quality through positive policies; 
 

- The prudent use of natural resources ie: wise and efficient use of resources 
through sustainable consumption and production and using non renewable 
resources in ways that do not endanger the resource or cause serious 
damage or pollution; and 
 

- The maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and 
employment. Sustainable economic development requires promoting a 
strong, stable and productive economy that aims to bring jobs and prosperity 
for all. 

 
2.1.2 PPS1 is supplemented by guidance on climate change.  This sets out how the 

planning system should contribute to reducing emissions and stabilising climate 
change and take into account the unavoidable consequences. 

 
2.1.3 The environmental performance of proposed development should demonstrate 

that overall it has been planned so as to minimise carbon dioxide emissions, 
deliver a high quality local environment, provide for sustainable waste 
management; and create and secure opportunities for sustainable transport in 
line with PPG13. 
 

2.2 Regional context 
  
2.2.1 On 6 July 2010 Regional Planning Strategies (RSSs) were revoked under s79(6) 

of the Local Democracy Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 and 
no longer form part of the development plan for the purposes of s38(6) of the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The revocation of Regional 
Strategies, and the ‘South East Plan’ (2009) relevant in this instance, accords 
with the Government’s initiative to make local spatial plans conform with national 
policy and act as the basis for local planning decisions. In the absence of a 
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regional tier of planning policy guidance, planning applications should be 
determined in accordance with local and national planning policy guidance. 
 

2.2.2 The South East Plan sets out changes needed to improve the quality of life in the 
South East England region up to 2026.  This document replaces and updates 
Regional Planning Guidance 9 (RPG9). 

 
2.2.3 Key topics covered in the Plan are housing, transport, employment and the 

environment. The Plan sets out the region's approach to: 
 

- highlighting investment priorities for improving transport; 
 

- reviewing the number of new homes needed in the region each year; 
 

- setting new targets for recycling waste to reduce the need for landfill; 
 

- recommending ways to improve health and the environment; 
 

- maximising the South East's competitiveness in a global market; and 
 

- minimising our carbon footprint and flood risks. 
 

2.3 Local context 
 
2.3.1 The Eton Dorney venue falls within two Local Authorities, namely SBDC and 

RBWM.  As such, consideration needs to be given to both the South Bucks Local 
Plan (1999) and The Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Local Plan 
(2003), which are the adopted development plan for these Authorities. 
 

2.3.2 South Bucks District Council have developed a Core Strategy (2010) which is 
their key document in the South Bucks Local Development Framework (LDF), 
which will cover the whole District.  It will set the big picture and have a long-term 
vision, objectives and broad strategy for accommodating future development in 
South Bucks in the period to 2026. 

 
2.3.3 Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead have adopted a Local Development 

Scheme (2009) which identifies when their LDF will be produced and 
implemented.  The Borough’s Core Strategy is at the heart of their LDF and will 
establish the overall vision up to 2026.  It will establish the overall approach for 
managing change and delivering development.  All other documents within the 
LDF will comply with the Core Strategy. 

 
2.3.4 The Planning Statement which accompanies the planning application outlines 

the key aspects of the local policies and documents which are relevant to 
London 2012’s activities. 
 

2.4 London 2012 Sustainability Policy 
 
2.4.1 London began its formal bid for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games in 

summer 2003.  As key partners in the process the GLA and the Mayor’s Office 
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wanted the bid to focus on sustainability and be a catalyst for long term 
regeneration.  As a result the bid was based on an ambitious vision – to use the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games to make a real change in London, across the 
UK and globally.  
 

2.4.2 Sustainability underpinned the bid for the 2012 Games, framed by the concept of 
‘Towards a One Planet Olympics’.  This was derived from the WWF/BioRegional 
concept of ‘One Planet Living’®, which encapsulates the challenges facing us in 
stark and compelling terms: if everybody in the world lived the same lifestyle as 
we do in the UK, we would need three planets’ worth of resources to support us.  

 
2.4.3 As the most high-profile event in the world, the 2012 Games give us the chance 

to show how changes to the way we build, live, work, do business and travel 
could help us to live happy and healthy lives, within the resources available to 
us.  Social, economic and environmental sustainability – and the One Planet 
Living® concept – remain central to the vision for the 2012 Games. 

 
2.4.4 The Olympic Board – co-chaired by the Mayor of London and the Minister for the 

Olympics – agreed a Sustainability Policy in June 2006, updated December 
20091.  This incorporates the Government’s legacy promises for 2012, published 
in June 2007 and governs the activities of LOCOG and the ODA.  Other parties 
governed by the policy in respect to their London 2012 activities are the UK 
Government, the GLA Family, and the British Olympic Association.  
 

2.4.5 Members of the Olympic Board take joint responsibility for championing 
sustainability within their respective organisations, and across the London 2012 
programme. 

 
2.4.6 The Olympic Board is supported by the Olympic Board Steering Group (OBSG).  

This, in turn, sits above the London 2012 Sustainability Group, which comprises 
senior representatives from London 2012 and the London 2012 Stakeholders, 
together with other relevant Government departments and the British Paralympic 
Association.  The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 (CSL) also 
attends some meetings.  

 
2.4.7 The London 2012 Sustainability Group is co-chaired by the Mayor’s London 

2012 Advisor and the Sustainability Director from Defra.  They are responsible 
for ensuring that sustainability is represented at the OBSG and in other senior 
level policy discussions across the London 2012 programme. 

 
2.5 London 2012 sustainability themes 
 
2.5.1 Whilst London 2012 addresses all elements of the diverse themes which make 

up sustainability it believes it can make the biggest impact and achieve the most 
beneficial outcomes by focusing London 2012’s sustainability efforts upon five 
headline themes: 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.london2012.com/making-it-happen/sustainability/index.php  
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- Climate change – the 2012 Games provides a platform for demonstrating 
long-term solutions in terms of energy and water resource management, 
infrastructure development, transport, local food production and carbon 
impact mitigation and adaptation. London 2012 aims to minimise the carbon 
footprint of the Games and legacy development, notably by minimising 
embodied impacts and optimising energy efficiency, energy demand and use 
of low carbon and renewable energy sources. 
 

- Waste – London 2012 aims to be a catalyst for new waste management 
infrastructure in east London and other regional venues and to demonstrate 
exemplary resource management practices. London 2012 will minimise 
waste at source, divert construction waste wherever feasible and all Games-
time waste away from landfill, and promote the waste hierarchy of ‘reduce, 
re-use, recycle’ to facilitate long-term individual behavioural change. 
 

- Biodiversity – London 2012 will enhance the ecology of the Lower Lea 
Valley and other London and regional 2012 venues and will encourage the 
sport sector generally to contribute to nature conservation and bring people 
closer to nature. 
 

- Inclusion – London 2012 will host the most inclusive Games by promoting 
access, celebrating diversity, and facilitating the physical, economic and 
social regeneration of the Lower Lea Valley and surrounding communities. 
This will be supported by the provision of new infrastructure and facilities, 
employment, training and education opportunities. 
 

- Healthy living – the 2012 Games will be used to inspire people across the 
country to take up sport and develop active, healthy and sustainable 
lifestyles. 
 

2.5.2 The five headline sustainability themes and legacy promises reflect the desire to 
deliver a ‘One Planet 2012’ which adheres to the 10 One Planet Living® 
principles. To support these five headline themes, there are four key cross-
cutting themes: 

 
- Planning and design of the venues and infrastructure considering potential 

environmental and social impacts from the outset and identifying measures to 
reduce impacts are followed through by contractors. 
 

- Construction of the venues and infrastructure to seek to minimise 
environmental and social impacts 

 
- Sustainable sourcing of products, materials and services by suppliers and 

licensees. 
 

- Sustainable transport for spectators, staff and Games Family as well as 
logistics. 
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2.6 Sustainability management and assurance 
 
2.6.1 London 2012 has developed and maintains a corporate wide Sustainability 

Management System (SMS) for the Games time, in accordance with BS 
8901:2009 “Specification for a sustainability management system for events” that 
sets out the framework for implementing sustainability of London 2012 in its work 
to stage the 2012 Games.  

 
2.6.2 The Sustainability Management System establishes how sustainability is being 

embedded into London 2012’s internal management systems and how priority 
sustainability actions will be implemented.  A number of core strategies and 
supporting policies and tools make up the management system which is subject 
to regular internal audit and independent assurance.  
 

2.6.3 Independent assurance activities are provided by the Commission for a 
Sustainable London 2012.  The Commission provides assurance and expert 
commentary on the sustainability of the programme but it does not set or deliver 
sustainability targets itself, rather it reports directly to the Olympic Board on the 
performance of the delivery bodies.  

 
2.6.4 A first for any Games, the Commission’s main roles are to: 
 

- Provide independent assurance of and commentary on the sustainability of 
the London 2012 programme.  This is done through ongoing monitoring of 
the progress of the London 2012 programme against sustainability targets 
and assessing the sustainability of relevant 2012 Games policies, procedures 
and performance; 
 

- Provide a credible point of reference for the London 2012 programme, with 
respect to sustainable development assurance issues;  
 

- Act as a ‘critical’ friend, providing timely, credible and independent advice 
informally to assist key stakeholders in meeting objectives; and 
 

- Engage with Olympic, Paralympic and wider stakeholders to report openly on 
the performance of the programme. 

 
2.6.5 Sustainability reporting is relatively new to sport events and events generally. 

London 2012 – with support from Defra – has embarked on a project with the 
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)2 to develop an event sector supplement to GRI’s 
internationally recognised sustainability reporting standard.  This project 
commenced in 2009 and is scheduled for late 2011.  Other participating partners 
in the project include the IOC, UEFA and the environment departments from the 
governments of Austria and Switzerland. 
 

                                                 
2 GRI is a network-based organisation that has pioneered the development of the world’s most widely used 
sustainability reporting framework and is committed to its continuous improvement and application worldwide - 
www.globalreporting.org  
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2.6.6 London 2012 will develop its future sustainability reports to align with this new 
GRI reporting framework.  This will enable London 2012’s last annual 
sustainability report before the Games to be issued according to this format in 
late 2011 or early 2012. 
 

2.6.7 To ensure that there is a continuous record of achievement against each 
commitment, and in advance of the introduction of the GRI format, London 2012 
will repeat the process of collating a report card against which current progress 
for all the commitments in the London 2012 Sustainability Plan will be reported. 
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3 Climate change  
 
3.1 Introduction 
 
3.1.1 There is now strong scientific evidence, both on the potential severity of the 

threat that climate change poses to our lives and lifestyles, and on the role 
played by greenhouse gases (GHG), and in particular carbon dioxide, in pushing 
global temperatures higher.  However, GHG emissions are a consequential and 
direct impact of society – significant amounts of energy and resources are 
consumed in everyday life.  

 
3.1.2 London 2012 is committed to delivering a “low carbon Games” as one of its 

Sustainability Policy priorities3.  This means minimising carbon emissions in the 
run-up to and during the 2012 Games and improving practice in both 
construction and event management. 

 
3.2 Background to the climate change theme 
 
3.2.1 International efforts to reduce carbon, and other GHG emissions, are being 

driven by the Kyoto Protocol, a part of the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, ratified by more than 175 countries4. 

 
3.2.2 With the end of the first phase of Kyoto coinciding with the staging of London 

2012, and the continuing global debate following the Copenhagen Climate 
Summit in December 2009, there is likely to be an unprecedented awareness of 
the challenges involved in meeting globally binding GHG reduction targets.  
Discussions about the second, post-2012, phase of Kyoto are already underway 
and are running along a similar timeline to preparations for the 2012 Games. 

 
3.2.3 The Climate Change Act 2008 sets the framework for how the UK will manage 

and respond to the threat of climate change.  Under the Act, the UK must reduce 
total GHG emissions by at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.  Given that UK 
businesses produce a significant amount of the UK’s total GHG emissions and 
have direct influence over the management of these gases, they have a 
significant role to play. 

 
3.3 The London 2012 carbon footprint 

 
3.3.1 London 2012 is the first Games to attempt to measure and manage its carbon 

footprint5 in detail.  There is, as yet, no universally agreed set of rules, standards 
or guidance for predicting carbon dioxide, and other GHG emissions, arising 
from a major event as multifaceted as the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

                                                 
3 A London 2012 Carbon Management Strategy has been incorporated as part of the revised London 2012 
Sustainability Plan which was published in early December 2009. http://www.london2012.com/making-it-
happen/sustainability/index.php  
4 The Kyoto agreement came into force in 2005 and committed signatories to a reduction in greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions to between 20-24 billion tonnes by 2050 (about 50-60% below 1990 global levels). 
5 The term ‘carbon footprint’ refers to the total set of greenhouse gas emissions caused by an organisation, event 
or product. expressed in carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) 
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3.3.2 London 2012 has developed a methodology to predict direct and indirect GHG 

emissions6 from the Games.  This has enabled major sources of GHG emissions 
to be identified and to inform efforts to avoid and reduce such emissions 
occurring.  The method closely follows the international Greenhouse Gas 
Protocol for Company Reporting7 and the Publicly Available Specification, known 
as PAS 2050 ‘Specification for the assessment of the life cycle greenhouse gas 
emissions of goods and services’8 adapted, as required, for application to the 
Games. 

 
3.3.3 The largest component of the carbon emissions is likely to come from the 

embodied carbon within temporary event facilities such as portable buildings.  
Therefore, while energy efficiency and renewable energy have been given full 
consideration, London 2012 has focussed its efforts on reducing the embodied 
carbon of event facilities. 

 
3.4 Avoidance measures 

 
3.4.1 London 2012 has established a series of sustainable design principles across all 

venues to reduce its carbon footprint.  The sections below outline how these 
have been considered for the event at Eton Dorney. 

 
Reducing embodied carbon within event facilities 

 
3.4.2 London 2012 has undertaken some analysis on the embodied carbon of a range 

of goods which will be required to create each venue.  These include portable 
buildings, temporary roads, tents, furniture, temporary stands, seating, security 
fences, field of play, temporary footways, utility services such as power and 
drainage and so on.  The analysis considered the embodied carbon if the items 
were purchased and if they were rented.  When an item is rented, the embodied 
carbon of the item is subtracted leaving a small component associated with its 
transport to and from the site.  

 
3.4.3 This analysis showed that hiring items such as portable buildings, tents, seating 

and fences reduces the carbon footprint as these items are returned for re-use.  
Hiring such items is therefore the preferred option for all temporary venues. 
 

3.4.4 Some items however, cannot be rented and may have to be manufactured for 
the purpose of the 2012 Games.  For these items, the following design principles 
will be applied to reduce embodied carbon: 

 

                                                 
6 Direct emissions are from activities owned or controlled by an organisation that release emissions straight into 
the atmosphere; Energy indirect emissions are emissions released into the atmosphere associated with the 
consumption of purchased electricity, heat, steam and cooling; and other indirect emissions relating to all other 
activities that release emissions into the atmosphere (e.g. use of products and services) 
7 WRI / WBCSD The Greenhouse Gas Protocol: A Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard (Revised 
Edition) 
8 PAS 2050:2008 - Specification for the assessment of the life cycle greenhouse gas emissions of goods and 
services 
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- Avoid material use where possible by designing to the standards required for 
a temporary rather than a permanent venue; 

 
- Design event facilities so that they can be dismantled easily and component 

parts can be returned to the supplier, re-used or recycled; 
 

- Avoid materials with high embodied carbon;  
 
- Minimise new aggregate use; and 

 
- Where possible, specify materials to be of a re-used or recycled source. 

 
Reducing energy consumption  

 
3.4.5 The following design principles will be applied to the events at Eton Dorney to 

reduce non-renewable energy consumption: 
 

- The event facilities will be designed to maximise the use of natural ventilation 
and shading and incorporate appropriate shelters and shades; 

 
- Energy demand will be reduced by designing lighting equipment so that it 

minimises the upward spread of light and directs light downwards when 
lighting vertical structures.  This will also reduce light pollution with benefits 
for local residents and sensitive species such as bats; and 

 
- Energy efficient products will be used wherever possible for example, those  

rated in accordance with EU Energy Label Class A + and ++, Energy Saving 
Recommended (ESR) endorsed, or those compliant with other recognised 
equivalent standards, such as equipment that meet current ‘Energy Star’ 
requirements for PC Monitors. 

 
Reducing water consumption  
 

3.4.6 The following design principles will be applied to the events at Eton Dorney 
(where possible) to reduce water consumption: 

 
- Exploring opportunities to use grey water for all non-potable uses; 
 
- Specifying dual flush toilets; 
 
- Specifying waterless urinals; 
 
- Specifying low flow products; and 
 
- Ensuring that toilet facilities and any other washing facilities are designed as 

far as possible to be self-contained, modular facilities that can be transferred 
for re-use with minimal modification. 

 
 



E T O N  D O R N E Y  
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 2  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A T E M E N T   

 

  
OCTOBER 2010  Page 14 

Sustainable travel 
 

3.4.7 Transport is a cross-cutting theme and is dealt with in Section 8.4.  However, it is 
worth noting here that by staging a compact Games, London 2012 will maximise 
the use of existing public transport infrastructure and minimise the distance that 
spectators and the Games Family need to travel.  This will further reduce the 
carbon footprint of the Games. 
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4 Waste 
 
4.1 Introduction 

 
4.1.1 London 2012 is committed to minimising waste throughout the programme from 

planning to legacy.  This applies equally to temporary venues and the installation 
of event facilities at existing venues.  London 2012 is committed to design out 
waste and promote re-use, recycling and recovery of materials with a principal 
aim of ‘zero waste to landfill’.  An overriding feature of the waste management 
approach to the 2012 Games is the planned attainment of very high levels of 
recycling.  

 
4.1.2 Waste is closely linked to other elements of sustainability, particularly climate 

change.  Landfill creates methane, a more potent greenhouse gas than carbon 
dioxide, as well as creating carbon dioxide emissions through transport and 
through the energy embedded in the material we throw away.  Aside from 
climate impacts, waste disposal methods can threaten both biodiversity and 
human health; reusing wood and other materials reduces the impact of 
construction on local communities and biodiversity; and a sensible approach to 
food packaging can go hand-in-hand with promoting a healthier diet and 
healthier lifestyle. 

 
4.2 Background to the waste theme 

 
4.2.1 The key regulatory, legislation and policy framework documents are set out in 

the following: 
 

- Waste Framework Directive9 (WFD-Council Directive 2006/12/EC) as 
amended by the new WFD (Directive 2008/98/EC, coming into force in 
December 2010); 
 

- Environmental Protection Act 1990 Part II;  

- A raft of statutory instruments are in place in of relevance to waste 
management at the proposed development, including but not limited to: 

� Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2007 (as 
amended); 

 
� Animal By-Products Regulations 2005 (as amended); 

 
� Hazardous Waste (England & Wales) Regulations 2005 (as amended);  

 
� Site Waste Management Regulations 2008 (as amended); 
 
� Controlled Waste (Registration of Carriers and Seizure of Vehicles) 

Regulations 1991 (as amended); 
 

                                                 
9 Directive 2006/12/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2006 on waste 
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� Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1991 (as amended); 
and  

 
� List of Wastes (England) Regulations 2005 (as amended). 

 
- Waste Strategy for England 2007; and 

 
- Planning Policy Statement 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management 

(PPS10). 
 
4.2.2 Under the Waste Framework Directive (European Directive (WFD) 2006/12/EC 

as amended), ‘any substance or object the holder discards, intends to discard or 
is required to discard’ is considered to be waste. It is the responsibility of the 
holder of the substance or object to determine whether it is waste or not. 
 

4.2.3 Once a substance or object has become waste, it is considered to be a waste 
until it has been fully recovered and no longer poses a potential threat to the 
environment or human health.  Until a substance or object has been fully 
recovered, its transport, treatment, management and use need to be undertaken 
in accordance with the Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 
2007. 
 

4.2.4 After it has been fully recovered, the substance or object ceases to be waste and 
there is no longer any reason for it to be subject to the controls and other 
measures required by the Waste Framework Directive. 

 
4.2.5 All waste generated during the Games within the proposed development will be 

classed as Commercial and Industrial waste and as such is not subject to the 
same arrangements that are in place to deal with Municipal (or Household) 
waste.  Generally UK policy on Commercial and Industrial waste is less well 
developed than on other wastes.  However, the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has recently published a policy statement which 
sets out its policy aims and objectives for Commercial and Industrial waste in 
England10.  It also describes a number of new and planned actions to help 
further these objectives.  One of the actions identified specifically relates to the 
events sector and the opportunity London 2012 has to inspire change.  

 
4.3 Waste management in the UK events sector 
 
4.3.1 Waste management performance in the UK events sector is inconsistent.  Some 

events and venues have achieved good recycling performance whereas 
generally recycling rates are poor and a significant amount of material often goes 
to landfill. 

 
4.3.2 The underlying concept of the Sustainability Plan (Waste Theme) is that waste 

materials should be viewed as a ‘resource’.  Everyone has a role to play in 

                                                 
10 Commercial and Industrial Waste in England – Statement of aims and actions, published by Defra in October 
2009  



E T O N  D O R N E Y  
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 2  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A T E M E N T   

 

  
OCTOBER 2010  Page 17 

reducing and managing waste responsibly.  This includes manufacturers and 
suppliers, caterers and spectators. 

 
4.3.3 There are a number of challenges for managing waste at events which are 

highlighted in the Sustainability Plan.  These include the high pace of activity at 
events, lack of controls and incentives for contractors to ‘do their bit’ and 
inconsistencies in how waste is collected and recorded.  To address some of 
these challenges London 2012 aims to use the experience they have gained to 
produce a ‘good practice guide’ on events waste management and a technical 
debrief after the 2012 Games to venue managers and event organisers. 

 
4.3 Key potential waste streams and predicted volumes 
 
4.2.1 The key potential waste streams from the events at Eton Dorney can be 

considered under two broad headings: 
 
- Temporary event facilities – this consists of wastes arising from 

infrastructure, facilities, fittings etc put in place at Eton Dorney during set up 
and removal phases; and 
 

- Operational waste – this consists of wastes produced during the competition 
phase primarily by people who are involved in the events including athletes, 
officials, broadcasters, and of, particular significance, due to their numbers, 
spectators.  

 
4.4 Waste minimisation and management 
 
4.4.1 Waste during Games time at Eton Dorney will be managed as part of the 

Integrated Games Waste and Resource Management Plan and through the use 
of Resource Management Plans, where appropriate11.  These will be produced 
by suppliers to manage areas of significant waste generation such as catering 
and removal of event facilities to support the achievement of London 2012’s 
objectives and targets.  In particular, London 2012 will set contractors a 
challenging ‘stretch target’ of 90% recycling/re-use in relation to event facilities 
and materials and 70% recycling/composting for operational wastes such as 
catering. 
 

4.4.2 A key aim is to avoid materials ever becoming ‘waste’ and where possible, 
recovering any waste that is generated.  This will be taken forward through the 
detailed design of event facilities, and through resource and waste management 
during the installation, use and removal of event facilities. 
 

                                                 
11 WRAP is working with LOCOG to develop, validate and promote the take-up of Resource Management Plans 
(RMPs) that can be used by event organisers, venues, and / or suppliers to events to manage areas of significant 
waste generation. Where obligated completion of an RMP will negate the need to prepare a Site Waste 
Management Plan under the Site Waste Management Regulations 2008 



E T O N  D O R N E Y  
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 2  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A T E M E N T   

 

  
OCTOBER 2010  Page 18 

Designing to avoid waste 
4.4.3 Waste reduction and minimisation principles will be applied to the detailed design 

of the event facilities at Eton Dorney.  The overall aim is to design out waste and 
promote re-use, recycling and recovery of materials.  
 

4.4.4 The following hierarchy of design principles will be applied to the event facilities 
at Eton Dorney during detailed design and specification of materials to reduce 
waste generation by promoting re-use, recycling and recovery of materials: 

 
- Event facilities will be designed so that materials are not used unnecessarily. 

For example, where appropriate, event facilities will not be designed to a 
standard which would last 30 years when they are required for only six 
weeks; 
 

- Where possible, event facilities will be hired or sold back to the supplier after 
the 2012 Games.  This is likely to be possible for the majority of canopies, 
tents and modular buildings.  Where they cannot be returned to the supplier, 
alternative re-use options will be found such as donations to schools or local 
communities; 
 

- Where leasing event facilities is not possible, they will be designed with 
demountable elements which can be re-used in alternative venues 
elsewhere.  An example of this could be stamping steel elements to highlight 
the steel grade, section size and manufacturer’s test certificate number to 
facilitate potential re-use; and 

 
- Any non-reusable materials will, to the extent practicable, be designed and 

specified to be recyclable or compostable. 
 
Waste and resource management system 

 
4.4.5 A consistent system for waste and recycling collection will be used across all 

venues including Eton Dorney.  This will include a simple icon- and colour-based 
communication scheme to aid visitors in the act of depositing items for recycling.  
Trained volunteers will be used to help visitors to use the waste collection 
systems and pre-2012 Games communications will also be used to raise 
awareness of recycling before the events.  Such a scheme would be compatible 
with national and regional communication initiatives such as Recycle Now and 
Recycle for London. 

 
4.4.6 London 2012 is also working with the events industry to identify new approaches 

which maximise the potential for recycling and recovery of materials, for example 
having a single type of material for bottles and other food catering packaging 
items to maximise opportunities for recycling and composting.  

 
4.4.7 An integrated Games Waste and Resource Management Plan will be prepared 

and will be trialled during the Test Event phase in summer 2011 and finalised by 
the end of that year. 
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5 Biodiversity 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
5.1.1 Biodiversity is essential to the global economy, serving a vital function in climate 

change mitigation, watershed management, provision of sustainable natural 
resources and enhancing the quality of life that we enjoy. 

 
5.1.2 Respect for the environment has become an increasingly significant concern of 

the Olympic and Paralympic movements in recent years.  In recognition of the 
One Planet Living® principle of natural habitats and wildlife, London 2012 is 
committed to ensuring that the 2012 Games play their part, by taking a 
responsible attitude to the management of natural resources and through 
promoting the value of the natural environment throughout UK and international 
sport sectors. 

 
5.1.3 A stand alone supporting Ecology Statement has been prepared for submission 

as part of the Eton Dorney planning application. 
 
5.2 Background to the biodiversity theme 
 
5.2.1 The Government sets out its objectives for conserving and enhancing 

biodiversity in Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation (PPS9).  This is the main source of Government guidance on 
nature conservation and considers the integration of nature conservation policies 
within land use planning.  
 

5.2.2 Nature conservation is regulated through the Conservation (Natural Habitats, 
&c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended), the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended), the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, and the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.  

 
5.3 Protected sites, habitats and species 
 
5.3.1 There are no nature conservation designations within the project site itself, but 

there are several within 2km of the site.  These comprise two statutory and 
12 non-statutory site designations.  Of particular note are: 
 
- Bray Pennyroyal Field Site of Specific Scientific Interest (SSI) located 0.2km 

south-west of the site; 
 

- Sutherland Grange Local Nature Reserve (LNR) located 0.1km to the south 
of the site; 

 
- Dorney Common and Cress Brook, a non-statutory Local Wildlife Site 

adjacent to the northern boundary; 
 

- Greenway Corridor (including York Stream), a non-statutory Wildlife Heritage 
Site located 0.1km west of the site. 
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5.3.2 Habitats within the Eton Dorney venue include a rowing lake, amenity grassland, 
semi-improved grassland, broadleaved woodland, ponds, scrub and standard 
trees.  A nature conservation area and arboretum was created as part of the 
Dorney Lake development where there is a detailed conservation management 
programme. 

 
5.4 London 2012 biodiversity initiatives  

 
5.4.1 London 2012 recognises the huge potential to promote biodiversity conservation 

more widely through the 2012 Games, especially across the sport sector and 
through education and green volunteering initiatives.  
 

5.4.2 The London 2012 Biodiversity Group has been working with London 2012 since 
early 2006 to identify opportunities for Games-related biodiversity conservation 
initiatives at local, national and international levels.  Specific projects are being 
developed and implemented via the following programmes: 

 
- Cultural Olympiad Major Project – Discovering Places (led by Natural 

England); 
 

- Inspire Mark projects which are local projects genuinely inspired by the 
Games that gain support and are badged with the ‘Inspire Mark’ London 
2012 branding.  These offer non-commercial organisations to be ‘part of it’; 

 
- Changing Places Programme which acts as a catalyst for improving local 

environment quality in some of the most disadvantaged communities that 
surround the Olympic Park and other Games venues; and 

 
- Education Programme which aims to involve children and young people in 

the excitement and inspiration of the Games.  Sustainability underpins all 
aspects of the education programme, while two of the eight strands directly 
link to the London 2012 Sustainability programme: Sustainability and 
Regeneration, and Healthy and Active Lifestyles. 

 
5.4.3 Biodiversity considerations are also factored into London 2012’s Sustainable 

Sourcing Code (see Section 8.3), notably with respect to sustainable timber and 
agriculturally derived products such as cotton, food and potentially biofuels. 
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6 Inclusion 
 
6.1 Introduction 
 
6.1.1 Diversity and inclusion were central to London’s bid to host the 2012 Games.  

Our vision is to use the power of the 2012 Games to inspire change and to make 
2012 the most diverse and inclusive Games staged to date.  London 2012 wants 
to be an exemplar organisation when it comes to diversity and inclusion, and its 
approach is set out in its Diversity and Inclusion Strategy12.  

 
6.1.2 Inclusion underpins all other sustainability themes – poorer people and minority 

groups are the first to feel the effects of climate change and declining 
biodiversity. It also has a particularly close link to health. Deprivation also 
remains a strong determinant of ill-health. It responds to the One Planet Living® 
Principles of health and happiness, equity and fair trade, and culture and 
heritage. 

 
6.2 Background to the inclusion theme 
 
6.2.1 The Olympic Park, which will hold the majority of events, is located in one of the 

most diverse areas in the country.  The Five Host London Boroughs contain 22 
per cent of London’s total Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) population, 
including almost two thirds of London’s Bangladeshi community, almost a third of 
London’s Pakistani community, and a quarter of London’s African population.  
Over a quarter of Host Borough residents were born outside the EU, and 110 
different languages are spoken in Tower Hamlets alone.  
 

6.2.2 While this diversity is one of the area’s greatest strengths, it also brings with it 
specific challenges in ensuring that all members of the local community are able 
to engage in the London 2012 opportunities.  Diverse communities have 
traditionally been under-represented, or have experienced discrimination and 
social exclusion. 
 

6.2.3 The London 2012 Equalities and Inclusion Forum focuses on the inclusion 
agenda and on five priority areas to ensure a diverse and inclusive Games:  
Business; Workforce; Inclusive Design and Service Delivery; Communities and 
engagement and Participants. 

 
6.3 Business 

 
6.3.1 London 2012 has established the following key programmes to help spread the 

economic benefits of the Games far and wide, to businesses large and small, 
these include: 

  
- CompeteFor which has been established to match buyers and suppliers for 

the huge range of business opportunities related to the 2012 Games; 
 

                                                 
12 LOCOG Diversity and Inclusion Strategy. Published February 2008, London 2012  
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- London 2012 Business Network ensures that companies from across the 
UK have access to contracts in London 2012's supply chains, as well as the 
support they might need to compete to win those contracts; 
 

- Winning with Social Enterprise is a national project which aims to optimise 
the involvement of social enterprises across England in the development, 
delivery and legacy of the 2012 Games; and 
 

- London 2012 Diversity and Inclusion Business Charter which sets out the 
key ways in which London 2012 will encourage diversity and inclusion into all 
of its procurement activity and that of its principal contractors and suppliers.  
 

6.3.2 Opportunities for the events at Eton Dorney will be available through these 
programmes.  

 
6.4 Workforce 

 
6.4.1 London 2012 and the Trades Union Congress (TUC) have agreed to work 

together to help create an ‘inspirational’ Games.  The agreement includes a set 
of overarching ‘Principles of Cooperation’ that recognise the importance of joint 
working.  These principles identify key values which are believed to lay the 
foundations for a smooth and stable industrial relations environment at the 
broadest level, with the primary objective of achieving the successful delivery of 
the Games. 

 
6.4.2 They also include developing closer links between local communities and 

London 2012 to create employment opportunities that will help to regenerate the 
area around the Olympic Park.  The parties recognise that fair wages can make 
a significant contribution to regeneration, the building of quality employment and 
poverty alleviation.  The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and London 2012 
agree that this, along with local initiatives such as the London Living Wage, will 
be an important consideration in the procurement process. 

 
6.4.3 Over the past year the London Development Agency (LDA) and London 2012 

have worked together to establish and invest in a range of programmes which 
support Londoners through job brokerage and training opportunities.  At this 
current stage of the programme, many of these projects have focused around 
the construction industry.  These include employment support through the Five 
Host Boroughs ’Jobs, Skills, Futures’ Brokerage Network, London Employer 
Accord, Construction Employer Accord, National Skills Academy for 
Construction, and the Personal Best pre-employment programme. This provides 
participants with the valuable transferable skills needed to apply to volunteer at 
the 2012 Games, compete in the job market and to volunteer at other events.  

 
6.4.4 London 2012 aims to increase the proportion of employment opportunities 

generated as a part of the events at Eton Dorney that are captured by local 
residents.  London 2012 is working with Jobcentre Plus and the Adecco 
recruitment firm in order to ensure that local residents and businesses are made 
aware of, and are in a position to capture employment and business 
opportunities which will come forward as part of the delivery of the events at Eton 
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Dorney.  A close dialogue has already developed between these organisations.  
Once details of the specific nature of opportunities and hence skills sets are 
developed this group will establish training opportunities in order to provide 
suitably skilled workers from the local community.  Such measures will maximise 
the opportunities taken up by local residents. 
 

6.5 Inclusive design and service delivery 
 
6.5.1 London 2012 is committed to delivering an inclusive Games and accessible 

design is of paramount importance when developing venue overlay13 designs.  In 
support of this, LOCOG have developed the LOCOG Overlay Access File 
(LOAF), a Games specific, internal design standard to ensure that designers 
work to the highest standards possible.  In addition, a rigorous system for 
checking and improving designs has been put in place and a strategy for 
consultation has been developed in support of this.  For a more detailed 
description of access and inclusion issues, please refer to the Design and 
Access Statement which accompanies the planning applications for the 
proposed development.  The ODA has also developed a set of Inclusive Design 
Standards which provides ODA project teams with guidance on the principles of 
inclusive design which they are expected to adopt and the procedures they are 
expected to follow in delivering them. The document also provides an overview 
of the current published inclusive design guidance and standards applicable to 
specific elements of projects and points to the standards the ODA expects its 
teams to try to meet. 
 

6.5.2 The ODA has published an Accessible Transport Strategy for London 2012, 
setting out priorities for improving accessible transport provision in London and 
surrounding areas.  The overarching transport strategy for the 2012 Games is 
detailed within the Olympic Transport Plan (OTP), which presents an overview of 
the proposed transport arrangements for the 2012 Games as a whole.  It 
presents the vision, objectives and key strategic decisions that will form the basis 
of the forthcoming planning and delivery of transport for the 2012 Games.  
 

6.6 Communities and engagement 
 
6.6.1 Consultation has formed an important part of the pre-application process and 

has been ongoing with landowners, South Bucks District Council, The Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, Buckinghamshire County Council, The 
Environment Agency, Natural England and the emergency services.  The 
purpose of this was to consult on the emerging plans to help understand the 
technical, policy and statutory services and infrastructure issues.  

 
6.6.2 London 2012 has engaged with members of the public and local businesses to 

understand any issues of concern that could be addressed as the plans 
developed.  By August 2010, the proposals for the events at Eton Dorney had 
evolved to a stage where they were sufficiently robust for wider engagement with 
the local communities within the Boroughs and around the venue in particular.  

                                                 
13 ‘Overlay’ is a technical term for event facilities ie: what is required to turn a venue into a temporary Olympic or 
Paralympic venue 



E T O N  D O R N E Y  
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0  2 0 1 2  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  S T A T E M E N T   

 

  
OCTOBER 2010  Page 24 

 
6.6.3 A Report on Community Engagement has been submitted with the planning 

application which details the methods used to consult with the local community, 
provides details of the key findings from the consultations and how they have 
shaped the proposals. 

 
6.7 Participants 
 
6.7.1 The 2012 Games provide a once in a lifetime opportunity to inspire people 

across the country to participate in sport and disability sport. The aim is to 
increase the number of people who participate regularly.  London 2012 is 
working with a number of delivery partners to explore ways to increase 
participation and to highlight examples of good practice and replicate them 
across the UK, an area led by the UK Government with its agencies and the 
Mayor of London together with the LDA. 
 

6.7.2 Programmes for increasing participation have been designed in five distinct 
areas – sport for young people; community sport; disability sport; international 
inspiration; and for coaches and officials – while the aim of the Equality Standard 
for Sport is to monitor and evaluate sporting organisations’ commitment to 
equality. 
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7 Healthy living 
 
7.1 Introduction 
 
7.1.1 London 2012 is committed to maximising the health benefits that the 2012 

Games programme will bring – to spectators, to workers on site, to the whole 
UK. 

 
7.1.2 Healthy lifestyles are tightly linked to other sustainability themes and to the One 

Planet Living® principle of health and happiness. Access to good quality green 
space encourages both sports participation and play for children; walking and 
cycling is pollution free; healthy food from environmentally responsible 
agriculture is good for consumers and for the planet. 

 
7.2 Background to the healthy living theme 
 
7.2.1 Advances in public health mean that some of the greatest health benefits that 

can be achieved are those that are within our own control: eating well, engaging 
in physical activity, and living in a healthy environment are the most important 
things that can be done to improve quality of life, well-being and happiness.  
 

7.2.2 As the world’s pre-eminent festival of sporting excellence, the 2012 Games 
offers huge opportunities to inspire and promote sports participation, play and 
other forms of physical activity, and other elements of healthy living.  

 
7.2.3 The 2012 Games also offer the chance to tackle health inequalities that 

profoundly affect East London’s communities. Improving the economic prosperity 
of these communities could have a major impact in redressing this balance. 

 
7.2.4 The key areas for action to maximise the health benefits of the 2012 Games are:  

 
- Health and safety;  

 
- Air quality; 

 
- Sustainable food; 

 
- Sport participation and physical activity; and 

 
- Legacy facilities for community and elite sport and culture. 
 

7.2.5 The sections below discuss how these key areas for action have been taken 
forward. The latter two are not included as these are the responsibility of others. 
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7.3 Health and safety 
 
7.3.1 London 2012 will abide by all health and safety legislation including the 

Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007 and the Health and 
Safety at Work Act 1974.  The London 2012 goal is to have a zero harm safety 
culture where partners, suppliers, and workforce work together in establishing 
and maintaining a safe and healthy work environment.  The objectives are to: 
 
- Deliver a safe 2012 Games by managing risks in the planning and execution 

phase of operations; 
 

- Promote safety culture across the workforce, suppliers, and partners; 
 

- Ensure accidents and near-misses are reported and investigated thoroughly 
with appropriate corrective actions and lessons learned; and 

 
- Train the workforce in health and safety for both a preventative and legacy 

measure.  
 

7.3.2 To achieve its aims and objectives London 2012’s Health and Safety 
Management Strategy is focused around six key initiatives: 
 
1. Developing policies and procedures; 

 
2. Managing risk; 

 
3. Instilling a safety culture; 

 
4. Reporting; 

 
5. Managing Contractors; and 

 
6. Reviewing and auditing of the health and safety programme. 

 
7.3.3 London 2012 has produced a Health, Safety and Sustainability Policy, which sets 

an ambition to be accident, ill health and incident free.  The Policy sets a range 
of performance indicators, where cases of work related ill health and accidents 
are minimised and requires all design teams and contractors to work actively to 
reduce risk to those constructing, operating, using and maintaining buildings and 
infrastructure. 
 

7.3.4 It is London 2012’s aim to work collaboratively with the Health and Safety 
Executive and Local Authorities to ensure that the safety and welfare of all 
involved is maintained throughout all aspects of London 2012’s work. 
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7.4 Air quality 
 
7.4.1 Along with many other European cities, parts of London and the UK are not 

meeting EU targets for the most harmful pollutants nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and 
fine particulate matter (PM10).  South Bucks District Council and The Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead are within an Area Quality Management 
Areas (AQMAs) for nitrogen dioxide (NO2). 

 
7.4.2 Although the emissions from Eton Dorney are anticipated to be negligible, to 

address the potential impacts from the 2012 Games as a whole, London 2012 
will focus upon Games-specific measures to optimise air quality in and around 
venues and to minimise additional or collateral impacts from Games transport 
and logistics.  These include: 

 
- Procurement of low/zero emission vehicles across the Games transport 

fleet; 
 

- Specifying emission standards for buses and coaches; 
 

- Increasing proportion of spectators using trains/underground, or cycling 
and walking to venues through the Active Travel Programme for workers 
and spectators; 

 
- Impact assessment study of Olympic Route Network; and 

 
- Procure low emission temporary generators. 

 
7.5 Sustainable Food  
 
7.5.1 The quality of food provision is consistently highlighted as one of the critical 

issues for all user groups involved in the Games including spectators, athletes 
and VIPs.  London 2012 recognises this challenge and is committed to making 
food a positive part of the Games experience for everyone and also making the 
most of the opportunity to celebrate and promote the variety and quality of British 
regional food.  It is also an opportunity to use the power of the Games to inspire 
lasting, positive change in the event and hospitality sectors in respect of 
sustainability and to contribute to the growing public agenda on healthy living. 
 

7.5.2 A London 2012 ‘Food Vision’ for the Games was launched in December 200914 
and provides more detailed information on the specific objectives and 
commitments based on five key themes:   
 
1) Food safety and hygiene; 

 
2) Choice and balance; 

 
3) Food sourcing and supply chains; 

 

                                                 
14 http://www.london2012.com/news/2009/12/london-2012-will-serve-best-of-british-food-at-the-games.php  
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4) Environmental management; and 
 

5) Skills and education. 
 

7.5.3 Implementation of the Food Vision objectives will be through a combination of 
the procurement process and partnership working with commercial partners, 
caterers and other industry bodies. 
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8 Cross-cutting themes 
 
8.1 Planning and design 
 
8.1.1 Sustainable design is an important element and helps to ensure that the 

environmental and social impacts of the venue during its installation, testing and 
commissioning are taken into account from the outset. This enables, as far as 
possible, for environmental and social impacts to be ‘designed out’.  

 
8.1.2 London 2012 has established the following sustainable design aims, going 

beyond regulatory compliance:  
 

- Zero harm – the prevention of accidents and ill health and the promotion of 
well being for everyone involved in work for the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, and anyone who may be affected by that work;  

 
- Leave no trace – the prevention of permanent adverse impacts on the 

environment through design, and prevention of environmental incidents; and  
 

- Zero waste to landfill – the reduction of waste through design and good 
practice, and the maximisation of re-use and recycling of materials.  

 
8.1.3 Practical, innovative design approaches will be developed and applied, together 

with the use of ‘best available techniques’ to ensure designs are efficient in their 
use of energy and materials, consider global environmental responsibilities for 
resource use and waste reduction and nurture positive enhancement for the 
wider community.  As well as contributing to the sustainability of the venue, such 
measures should yield savings, either on capital costs and / or whole-life costs.  
 

8.1.4 Sustainability requirements will be included within the contracts for the set up 
and removal of event facilities.  Contractors working for London 2012 are 
required to support the core values of sustainable development and operate 
certified environmental management systems to ensure the delivery of projects 
that meet sustainability requirements.  London 2012 will expect the development 
to be designed, installed and dismantled in accordance with industry best 
practice on sustainable development. 

 
8.1.5 Environmental impacts will be avoided or minimised by imposing conditions on 

the Contractor and the working methods via the Contract Documents.  The 
control of working practices will be important in limiting the short-term impacts of 
the proposed development on the environment.  The Contractor will be required 
to prepare method statements, as inputs to an Environmental Management Plan 
(EMP) during the installation stages and similarly for the removal stage. 

 
8.1.6 Sustainable sourcing 
 
8.1.7 London 2012 aims to encourage high standards of environmental and social 

performance amongst its suppliers and licensees and their supply chains. It 
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requires suppliers and licensees to identify, source and use environmentally 
sound and socially responsible materials using the following principles. 

 
- Responsible sourcing – ensuring that products and services are sourced 

and produced under a set of internationally acceptable environmental, social, 
and ethical guidelines and standards; 

 
- Use of secondary materials – maximising the use of materials with re-used 

and recycled content, minimising packaging and designing products that can 
either be re-used or recycled; 

 
- Minimising embodied impacts – maximising resource and energy 

efficiency in the manufacturing and supply process in order to minimise 
environmental impacts; and 

 
- Healthy materials – ensuring that appropriate substances and materials are 

used in order to protect human health and the environment. 
 
8.1.8 London 2012 has developed these principles into a comprehensive Sustainable 

Sourcing Code15 across all supply, licensing and sponsorship contracts. This 
approach applies to all materials for construction, equipment, merchandise, 
catering, printing and clothing. The Sustainable Sourcing Code supports the 
implementation of these principles into supply chain management, by setting out 
expectations of suppliers and licensees. 

 
8.2 Transport 

 
London 2012 Transport Plan 
 

8.2.1 The first edition of the London 2012 Transport Plan was issued in October 2007. 
One of the key aims of the London 2012 Transport Plan is to achieve 100 per 
cent of ticketed spectator travel to competition venues by public transport, 
walking or cycling. There will be no public car parking at any competition venue 
except for some Blue Badge parking. Ticket holders will be entitled to free travel 
within the Greater London area on the day of competition. 
 

8.2.2 A second edition is currently in preparation alongside which there will be a 
separate Sustainable Transport publication.  

 
8.2.3 As part of the development of the first edition of the Transport Plan, the ODA 

undertook a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The purpose of the 
SEA was to ensure that environmental impacts were taken into consideration at 
the earliest opportunity. In particular it covered areas such as climate change, air 
quality, and noise related to the transport plan. This SEA will be formally 
reviewed, updated and published alongside the second edition in autumn 2010. 
 

                                                 
15 Second edition published in December 2009 and available on http://www.london2012.com/making-it-
happen/sustainability/index.php 
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8.2.4 London 2012 is also promoting walking and cycling as key parts of the transport 
strategy. Encouraging and enabling spectators and the workforce to walk or 
cycle to certain events for some or all of their trip will: 

 
- help to reduce the carbon impact of transport provision; 

 
- provide a healthy journey option;  

 
- create an additional sustainability experience for Games visitors; and 

 
- assist in reducing demand for public transport in peak periods. 
 

8.2.5 The ODA is making investment in walking and cycling infrastructure and will 
provide information to promote walking and cycling during the Games. The ODA 
and its partners have also invested heavily in other infrastructure projects which 
are expected to contribute to longer term reduction in carbon emissions through 
potential mode shift.  
 
Eton Dorney Transport Strategy 
 

8.2.6 The Transport Assessment which accompanies the planning application 
addresses the transport considerations relevant to London 2012’s activities.  In 
summary, the majority of spectators would travel to the site via public transport, 
or by walking or cycling.  All ticketed spectators would be provided with free 
public transport to the local stations at Windsor, Maidenhead and Slough. 

 
8.2.7 A venue access strategy has been developed specifically for the event at Eton 

Dorney which embraces the principle of sustainable spectator travel. 
 

8.2.8 Spectators will access the venue from the south via Windsor Racecourse and a 
temporary pedestrian river crossing which will join the racecourse and Eton 
Dorney.  There will be no spectator car parking on the racecourse except for a 
Blue Badge parking.  All Park & Ride and rail shuttle buses, direct coaches, taxis 
and ferries will pick up and drop off spectators at the racecourse.  Secure 
parking will also be provided for cycle and motorcycles and safe walking routes 
will be provided through the racecourse for those spectators who walk all the 
way. 

 
8.2.9 A Paralympic transport hub will be located close to the venue in Dorney and will 

accommodate all Park & Ride and rail shuttle buses, direct coaches and taxis. 
 

8.2.10 Walking and cycling will be important modes of transport for travel to Eton 
Dorney.  These are practical and attractive ways to travel and make a significant 
contribution to the healthy living theme of the London 2012 Sustainability Plan.  It 
is anticipated that spectators residing in the nearby areas would walk to the 
venue.  
 

8.2.11 The transport strategy for the Olympic Family is to enter Eton Dorney from the 
north using the Olympic (and Paralympic) Route Network (ORN) (M4 and A4 and 
Lake End Road, Court Lane and Marsh Lane).  This is the same access route 
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used by spectators and athletes travelling to the World Rowing Championships 
held at Eton Dorney in 2006.  The Olympic Family will travel to the venue in 
different types of vehicles including coaches, cars and mini buses. 
 

8.2.12 London 2012 will deliver an Active Travel Programme in the lead up to the 2012 
Games.  This programme is designed to encourage, promote and facilitate active 
travel options in the lead up to and during the Games.  Appropriate to the venue, 
this may include guided walks and cycle tours, provision of secure cycle parking, 
and general promotional activities to encourage people to walk and cycle more. 
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9 Taking Sustainability Forward 
 
9.1.1 Sustainability is a relatively new concept within the events sector. Many of the 

initiatives being planned by London 2012 have not been done before and these 
provide a unique opportunity to set new standards of sustainability. While this 
creates difficulties in identifying benchmarks and setting new targets – because 
of a lack of reliable data from other events – London 2012 intends to address this 
through measuring progress and openly reporting results. The knowledge gained 
through such a process will be hugely valuable to the wider event sector, and its 
application will lead to significant long-term sustainability benefits including: 
 
- Pioneering new approaches to tackle sustainability issues (for example the 

carbon footprinting methodology discussed in Section 3.3); 
 

- Using the power of sponsorship, media and communications to change 
people’s behaviour across the world; 

 
- Inspiring new standards of sustainability for the construction, events and 

hospitality sectors (for example through the use of a consistent system for 
recycling collection as discussed in Section 4.3); 

 
- Influencing our supply chain to adopt more sustainable practices (for 

example through the sustainable sourcing code as discussed in Section 8.2); 
and 

 
- Transferring our learning and knowledge (for example through the waste 

management good practice guide as discussed in Section 4.3). 
 


