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Foreword

Green Infrastructure is a planned network of multi-functional greenspaces and inter-

connecting links that contribute to high-quality natural and built environments. Helping to 

provide sustainable 'green access' to the countryside, such networks can help areas to 

adapt to climate change by reducing flood risk and overheating, and they promote access 

to open space, nature, culture, heritage and sport, thereby improving the quality of life for 

all. 

In 2003, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister's Sustainable Communities Plan identified 

that the supply of new homes had failed to keep pace with demand and described the 

Government's aim to take radical action to increase housing provision by speeding-up 

supply, reforming planning processes and raising standards in high-demand areas. 

Alongside the need for growth, the Government identifies Green Infrastructure as 

facilitating the delivery of multiple objectives because it can frame and shape the growth of 

sustainable communities and strengthen their image. In short, it helps define people's 

quality of life and liveability and underpins the quality, character and distinctiveness of new 

neighbourhoods.  

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium was established in 2007, providing 

the County with a lead body for strategic Green Infrastructure planning and delivery. 
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Consisting of a multi-agency forum, the Consortium comprises key local authorities, non-

government agencies, and countryside and community related organisations. It promotes 

the need to protect, plan for and invest in Green Infrastructure at strategic and local 

scales. The Consortium focuses its attention on both current and future provision and 

seeks to ensure that development has a minimum impact on existing green assets and 

also delivers well designed, well proportioned, well managed, and well resourced 'green 

growth' which meets the needs of both people and wildlife. 

It is the Green Infrastructure Consortium's pleasure to present this Green Infrastructure 

Strategy. Developed over a three-year period, it is based on Green Infrastructure analysis, 

and consultation with professionals in Green Infrastructure management. It examines 

strategic Green Infrastructure assets across the board, incorporating accessible 

greenspace, biodiversity, heritage, access routes and landscapes on an equal basis and 

integrating these themes to provide plans for a multi-functional accessible green network. 

Coordinating with plans and strategies of surrounding authorities, it sets out to ensure a 

clear vision and direction for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire identifying strategic 

level opportunities and constraints and establishes priorities for delivery. The Strategy 

follows a year period of endorsement as a draft version.

The Green Infrastructure Consortium recognise that Green Infrastructure planning is a 'live 

issue' that needs to keep abreast with change and thus the Strategy will be subject to a 

process of review and development at five-year intervals. In addition the Strategy is 

backed by a three-year Action Plan that identifies a range of strategic level projects for 

partnership support and delivery. To ensure the Action Plan remains updated it will be 

reviewed annually.      

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy provides a key reference for 

professionals with an interest in Green Infrastructure management and planning in 

Buckinghamshire. It provides a strategic level approach to Green Infrastructure that will 

link, guide and underpin the production of local Green Infrastructure Plans, Greenspace 

Strategies, and green space that may be required of housing development through local 

planning policy.  Along with a suite of other key documents it will act as part of the 

evidence base required for planning decisions, for the preparation of the Local Delivery 

Frameworks, and for the delivery of green growth. 

Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium 2009
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Introduction  

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Consortium (GIC) was established in 2007, 

providing the County with a lead body for strategic Green Infrastructure planning and 

delivery. Consisting of a multi-agency forum, the Consortium comprises key local 

authorities, non government agencies, and countryside and community related 

organisations. It promotes the need to protect, plan for and invest in Green Infrastructure 

at strategic and local scales. The Consortium focuses its attention on both current and 

future provision and seeks to ensure that development has a minimum impact on existing 

resources and delivers well designed, well proportioned, well managed, and well 

resourced 'green growth' which meets the needs of both people and wildlife. 

This Strategy is a key Consortium publication and is based on several stages of 

professional analysis and consultation over a three year period.  Key to the document's 

development has been a technical study of Buckinghamshire's Green Infrastructure, 
1 2

completed by Chris Blandford Associates in 2006,  and their subsequent technical report,  

completed in 2007. This Strategy follows a draft version from April 2008.   

1

2
CBA (2007) Towards a Strategic Framework for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire: Technical Report

CBA, (2006) Towards A Vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire: A Prospectus
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What is Green Infrastructure?

Green Infrastructure is a planned network of multifunctional greenspaces and 

interconnecting links designed, developed and managed to meet the environmental, social 

and economic needs of communities. It is set within and contributes to a high quality 

natural and built environment and is required to enhance the quality of life for both present 

and future residents and visitors. To be successful Green Infrastructure networks need to 

incorporate a strategic approach to enhancing wildlife networks and sustaining and 

improving biodiversity in urban and rural areas, in the face of climate change and 

development.

Green Infrastructure is now recognised for its wide range of functions and benefits. Not 

least is its ability to:

§provide opportunities for recreation and enjoyment                                    

§provide important linkages, networks and gateways 

§help preserve heritage and culture                                                               

§support and enhance habitat and biodiversity                                                  

§support economics, food production and green produce                                          

§address both local and national issues relating to sustainable flood risk water                    

management and impacts of climatic change.

A Definition of Green Infrastructure

The following definition has been endorsed by the Buckinghamshire GIC and forms the 

basis of Green Infrastructure analysis, planning and delivery in the County:

Green Infrastructure provides a vital life-support system, encompassing a network of 

green spaces, access routes, landscapes and natural and historic elements that 

intersperse and connect Buckinghamshire's urban and rural settlements with each other 

and the surrounding countryside. Operating at all spatial scales it enables a holistic 

overview of the natural and historic environment, acknowledging its multi-functional 

benefits for economy, wildlife and health and well being of local people and communities.  

Why Produce a Strategy? 

In 2003, the Sustainable Communities Plan announced the need for a ‘step change’ in the 

delivery of housing growth development in England, with a particular emphasis on delivery 

in London and the wider South East.  As part of the Government's requirements, Milton 

Keynes and the South Midlands (MKSM) has been identified as a key area for growth. 

The MKSM Sub-Regional Growth Strategy recommends the supply of 44,900 new homes 

and associated infrastructure within the sub-region by 2026.  Whilst growth in 

Buckinghamshire is focused on delivery around Aylesbury, the County's Green 

Infrastructure resources will continue to be put under additional increasing pressure from 

development and growth in areas such as Bicester, Milton Keynes, Dunstable, Luton and 

Leighton-Linslade.   
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The planning system identifies Green Infrastructure as facilitating the delivery of multiple 

objectives because it can frame and shape the growth of sustainable communities and 

strengthen their image. In short, it helps define people's quality of life and liveability and 

underpins the quality, character and distinctiveness of new neighbourhoods. Forming an 

integral part of the planning system it is well defined and adopted in policies at national 

and regional level.

Clearly it is an important resource that needs to be protected, planned, managed in the 

long term that is supported through a partnership-derived strategic framework. This 

Strategy provides that framework - and agrees a twenty-year vision for establishing a 

strategic Green Infrastructure network. As a response to growth it identifies priorities for 

Green Infrastructure investment linked to the enhancement of current provision and to the 

creation of new opportunities.  

In order to meet Buckinghamshire's requirements for accessible strategic Green 

Infrastructure this Strategy:

§provides a vision for strategic Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire

§identifies issues for existing Green Infrastructure posed by housing allocations and         

other policies set out in the South East Plan

§establishes the extent of existing Green Infrastructure provision and assets

§establishes measures to enhance and protect existing Green Infrastructure in the                 

County

§identifies areas that have the potential for delivering new accessible Green                   

Infrastructure provision

§describes potential funding opportunities

§encourages a partnership approach to Green Infrastructure planning

§provides a plan for the ongoing long-term management and maintenance of Green                    

Infrastructure assets

§provides a Strategic multi-functional Green Infrastructure Network map for                  

Buckinghamshire

Strategy Aims and Requirements for Delivery

This Strategy sets out to provide a clear vision and direction for Green Infrastructure in 

Buckinghamshire.  It aims to ensure that pressure on our important natural and historic 

Green Infrastructure assets are minimised, and that opportunities to enhance these assets 

for the benefits of people and biodiversity are maximised. 

In the context of sub-regional growth, a key requirement of the Strategy is to inform ‘Local 

Development Frameworks’. Thus the document will form part of the suite of policy 

documents of value to both planners and developers, informing planning and development 

decisions.



3

Forestry Commission and High Weald AONB Unit

McKernan and Grose, 2007:  'An analysis of accessible natural greenspace provision in the South East. 
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The Strategy aims to guide strategic Green Infrastructure priorities and is not to be 

confused with other 'green space' requirements that may be required at a local level to 

meet planning requirements of new housing developments. Policies recognise the need for 

development to address and contribute to Green Infrastructure and this approach requires 

both planners and developers to give due consideration to linking and enhancing Green 

Infrastructure opportunities falling beyond development site boundaries. 

Analysing Green Infrastructure Assets using ANGSt 

It is essential that documents which are intended to play a role in informing and guiding 

planning processes are robust in their methods of analysis. This Strategy uses spatial 

representations of the County's Green Infrastructure assets based on information derived 

from Buckinghamshire County Council's Geographical Information System database and 

consultation with professionals in Green Infrastructure management. Assets have been 

examined across the board, incorporating accessible greenspace, biodiversity, heritage, 

access routes and landscapes on an equal basis and integrating these themes in order to 

assess and identify areas of provision, opportunity and deficiency. 

The overall approach used in the identification, analysis and interpretation of Green 

Infrastructure in this Strategy conforms to a nationally recognised approach and is 

consistent with that used in neighbouring counties. The assessment of Green 

Infrastructure provision, opportunity and deficiency in this Strategy is based upon the 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) by Natural England and the Forestry 
3

Commission and supported by the national planning system.  

ANGSt is considered a national benchmark, accepted as:

§forming part of planning guidance on strategic green space provision (PPG17)

§having the ‘best fit’ to Green Infrastructure planning and assessment

§being important for assessing levels and assisting in the production of standards and    

targets

The standard emphasises the importance of communities having easy access to different 

sizes of natural and semi-natural green spaces close to where they live and provides two 

measures of analysis based on scale (the size of green space provision) and catchment 

(representing the zone of influence provided by a provision and the distance that people 

are prepared to travel to it). 

The ANGSt model states:

§No person should live more that 300 m from their nearest area of natural greenspace      

of at least 2 ha in size ('Neighbourhood Scale' provision). Further, there should be at         

least 2 ha of accessible natural greenspace for every 1000 population
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% of households meeting requirement

Aylesbury Vale         68,248           7         16         27         15          1          69        32

Chiltern                    37,514          16        59         70          33         2            0          0

South Bucks            26,727          24         86       100         46          7           0          0

Wycombe                66,689          28         89         96          0           0           2          1

Total 
County                  199,178         18         58         68         18           2         24        11
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§

2 km of home

§There should be one accessible 100 ha site within 5 km of home

§There should be one accessible 'Sub-Regional' scale provision of 500 ha site within 

10 kilometres of home

Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire: Deficiencies

Applying ANGSt to the County's database of Green Infrastructure opportunities identifies a 

broad range of issues and opportunities. At a strategic level it establishes that, whilst areas 

such as the Chilterns, South Bucks and the Thames Valley are well provided for in terms 

of strategic level accessible Green Infrastructure, much of Aylesbury Vale is, on the other 

hand, deficient of provision (Table 1).

Table 1 Percent of households that meet ANGSt requirements in Buckinghamshire

There should be at least one accessible 'District, scale' provision of 20 ha site within 

Forming approximately 50 per cent of the County, Aylesbury Vale is considered of 

particular importance in relation to this Strategy's priorities for Green Infrastructure 

development and enhancement. Due to the combination of Green Infrastructure deficits in 

the Vale, and also increased demands that may impact on this area as a result of 

development growth proposed around Aylesbury and from outside of the County (Bicester, 

Milton Keynes, Leighton-Linslade), this strategy identifies the need for two Action Areas 

(see Addressing Issues and Delivering Priorities section) to focus investment in protecting 

existing resources and delivering new and enhanced Green Infrastructure opportunities.
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4
Buckinghamshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2008-2018) Buckinghamshire County Council
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For this study, settlements with a population over 3000 (based on 2001 census figures) are 

considered. This threshold is used as it is considered to encompass all the main 

settlements in Buckinghamshire (i.e. market towns and larger villages) where demand for 

access to green space is of greatest significance in a countywide context (Appendix E).  

A detailed assessment of provision establishes that only five of the 19 settlements 

considered in this study meet the minimum ANGSt requirements for provision of larger 

accessible natural greenspaces of over 100ha:  

Aston Clinton,     Buckingham,     Wendover,     Amersham,     Chesham

The County also fails to have its 'own' 500ha 'strategic facility' – with communities in 

Buckinghamshire reliant on visiting assets provided across the County's boundaries, 

particularly the Salcey and Whittlewood Forest complex in Northamptonshire and the 

Ashridge Estate spanning from Hertfordshire into Buckinghamshire across the Chiltern 

Hills.  Achieving a 500 ha sized provision is a difficult ambition for any area in the South 

East however this assessment establishes that Buckinghamshire does possess large 

existing assets that, through the extension to existing boundaries or by improving site 

linkages (for example the 325ha site of Wendover Woods near Aylesbury), the development 

of a 500ha resource is achievable. 

Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire: Opportunities

By modelling proposed development growth over the next twenty years this Strategy 

identifies the need to enhance current assets to better provide new accessible natural 

greenspace in appropriate locations to meet the needs of growth communities within and 

around the County over the next 20 years. This enhanced level of provision would need to 

be supported by improvements to the public Rights of Way network in line with the 
4

Buckinghamshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

Priority Action Areas

In order to prioritise attention to Green Infrastructure delivery within the County this 

Strategy establishes a requirement for 'Green Infrastructure Priority Action Areas'.  These 

identify locations where targeting investment is most likely to deliver multiple benefits 

across a range of key environmental, social and economic policy areas and where current 

deficiencies in Green Infrastructure provision needs to be addressed. 

Action Area Components of Delivery  

Opportunity analysis of Green Infrastructure has identified the following components within 

each Priority Action Area: 

§Countryside Access Gateways - key locations that are best placed to act as Gateways   

to the wider Green Infrastructure network
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§Access Links - existing or proposed new links providing strategic movement corridors 

between main settlements and Countryside Access Gateways 

§Green Infrastructure Opportunity Zones - land where there are strategic opportunities,         

needs or demands to protect and enhance existing assets and create new Green             

Infrastructure opportunities 

Addressing Issues and Delivering Priorities

In response to this research, three Action Areas in Buckinghamshire have been identified:   

Priority Action Area 1 – North Aylesbury Vale

This covers the northern part of Aylesbury Vale where deficiency in accessible Green 

Infrastructure is most prominent and aims to provide for the needs of communities on the 

west side of Milton Keynes, Leighton-Linslade, Buckingham and Winslow and to help 

buffer the associated pressures of growth from outside the County. 

Priority Action Area 2 – Aylesbury Environs

Action Area 2 considers the urban and peri-urban area of Aylesbury. It also takes into 

consideration the wider hinterlands that provide the Green Infrastructure opportunities that 

serve the town and form the landscape backdrop to the town.  Of particular importance is 

the need to address both existing and future community needs - particularly in light of 

plans for significant growth up to 2026.

Priority Action Area 3 – Wycombe District South and South Bucks

This Action Area aims to provide for the Green Infrastructure needs of communities in the 

southern part of Wycombe District South and South Bucks within Buckinghamshire, and 

for Windsor & Maidenhead, Slough and Hillingdon in neighbouring areas. Whilst this area 

is served by a range of Green Infrastructure assets, much of this is fragmented and under 

pressure from a large surrounding 'catchment' population. 

Delivery through a 'Live' Action Plan

The Buckinghamshire GIC has identified a schedule of Green Infrastructure projects within 

each Priority Action Area. Produced in the form of an agreed ‘Action Plan’ this schedule is 

key to the delivery of strategic Green Infrastructure, it is a response to the needs and 

opportunities arising from the analysis, and reflects suggestions from the Buckinghamshire 

GIC for actions to address perceived needs for enhanced Green Infrastructure provision in 

the County. To ensure that the Action Plan is kept relevant and up-to-date, it comprises of 

a three-year rolling process that will be reviewed and updated annually.
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Summary of Key Recommendations

The following provides a summary of the key recommendations of the Buckinghamshire 

Green Infrastructure Strategy:

§Secure the adoption of the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy within             

relevant Local Authority Local Development Frameworks. 

§Ensure endorsement of the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy with key            

partners including Local Authorities and Local Delivery Vehicles.

§Engage local community and professional organisations in the Green Infrastructure       

Strategy. 

§Protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure and access routes of strategic           

significance in Buckinghamshire.

§Promote the delivery of new Green Infrastructure of Strategic significance in                     

Buckinghamshire.

§Address the three Priority Action Areas (North Aylesbury Vale, Aylesbury Environs and           

Wycombe District South and South Bucks) where deficiencies of Green                

Infrastructure have been identified via the provision of new or enhancement of existing              

strategic accessible greenspace.

§Give priority to the conservation and 

enhancement of landscape character, 

biodiversity and historic environment 

in the Opportunity Zones. 

§Ensure that the Buckinghamshire 

GIC take on a leading role in 

supporting and delivering the 

individual projects identified in the 

Action Plan. Strong working 

relationships between partners will be 

key in delivering this Strategy. 

§Continue to engage with special 

interest groups and the local 

community.

§Any new development within 

Buckinghamshire should deliver 

better opportunities for accessible 

Green Infrastructure within the local 

proximity.  This should be through the 

enhancement or protection of existing 

assets or, where resources are 

limited locally, through the supply of 

new provision.



Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009

Chapter 1 Introduction

Background

In October 2006, Buckinghamshire County Council commissioned Chris Blandford 

Associates (CBA) to undertake a Countywide study of accessible strategic Green 

Infrastructure provision in Buckinghamshire, encompassing the Districts of Aylesbury Vale, 
5Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe.  The final report, The Buckinghamshire Green 

Infrastructure Framework, was completed in May 2007 and provides an important 

evidence base for the preparation and development of this Buckinghamshire Green 

Infrastructure Strategy.

Purpose of the Strategy 

Developing the original work prepared by CBA, this Green Infrastructure Strategy 

promotes a vision for establishing a strategic Green Infrastructure Network in 

Buckinghamshire. It provides a definition of Green Infrastructure and describes its benefits 

and functions and, through a partnership derived Action Plan, identifies priorities for the 

creation of new strategic level Green Infrastructure and the enhancement of current 

provision. It considers the pressures and demands facing Buckinghamshire over the next 

5

Council, the Project Brief is provided in  Appendix C

The study was undertaken in accordance with a Project Brief developed by Buckinghamshire County 

Page 9
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twenty years and, in-line with identified restraints and opportunities, makes 

recommendations for Green Infrastructure investment.

It is essential that Buckinghamshire's Green Infrastructure assets are protected and 

enhanced as part of the implementation of growth and development. Future changes 

should respect and sustain the environmental qualities that make Buckinghamshire special 

and developments in all areas should contribute to Green Infrastructure by safeguarding 

existing assets, enhancing these where appropriate and creating new opportunities to 

meet identified needs. 

In order to meet requirements for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire this strategy:

§provides a vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire

§identifies pressures on existing Green Infrastructure posed by the housing allocations     

and other policies set-out in the South East Plan

§establishes the extent of existing Green Infrastructure provision within                                      

Buckinghamshire

§identifies areas that have the potential for new Green Infrastructure provision

§describes potential funding opportunities

§encourages a partnership approach to Green Infrastructure planning

§establishes measures to enhance and protect existing Green Infrastructure

§provides a Strategic Green Infrastructure Network Map for Buckinghamshire

Continued work towards the provision and management of Green Infrastructure is 

progressing at all levels within the County. However, it is recognised that a mechanism is 

needed that will bring such processes together in a coherent way. The production of this 

Countywide Strategy will help to meet this need. It will provide the key means for engaging 

and informing those who are enabling and facilitating growth in and around 

Buckinghamshire

Green Infrastructure is a 'live' issue and it is important that the Strategy Action Plan is kept 

relevant and up-to-date. The Action Plan is therefore a separate and replaceable 

component of this Strategy that will be maintained as a 3 year rolling plan to be reviewed 

annually by the GIC.

The Green Infrastructure Consortium - A Partnership Approach 

Planning for County level Green Infrastructure protection, acquisition and management is 

a strategic activity. The value of developing a strategy through partnership is to ensure that 

Green Infrastructure needs are planned for, delivered and managed in a coordinated and 

integrated manner. 

To meet the needs for a partnership, the Buckinghamshire GIC was established in 2007.    
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8
A Clear Vision for the South East: The South East Plan – Draft Plan for Submission to Government 

(SEERA, March 2006)

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)
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It is a multi-agency forum established to promote the need to plan for and invest in Green 
6

Infrastructure at both a strategic and local level.

Need for the Strategy

Green Infrastructure is recognised as a quality-of-life indicator and is considered a key 

element to delivering sustainable communities. It now forms an integral part the planning 

system and is well defined and adopted in policies at the national and regional level.  

The Strategy has been written in response to the environmental challenges posed by the 

sub-regional growth areas in and around Buckinghamshire. Of particular note is that the 

County and adjacent areas have been identified for delivering significant growth within the 
7Government's Sustainable Communities Plan.   Growth is further detailed in the Draft 

South East Plan which includes a long-term spatial vision and development strategy for 
8the region until 2026.  

Whilst Buckinghamshire is primarily a rural County, there is population expansion 

predominately in Aylesbury and High Wycombe. There is also major growth in adjoining 

administrative areas including Milton Keynes, South Bedfordshire, West London, Oxford, 

Bicester and Slough with some development beginning to extend into Buckinghamshire, 

for example on the western flank of Milton Keynes. The projected high levels of growth in 

and around Buckinghamshire will put increasing pressure on existing Green Infrastructure 

assets in the County, many of which are already under pressure or deficient.  

If poorly managed, the level and speed of growth proposed in the sub-region is likely to 

have significant implications for biodiversity, landscape and historic environment and may 

reduce the ability of the natural environment to adapt to climatic change.

This Strategy will need to play a key role in ensuring that growth is delivered in a way that 

provides new and enhanced Green Infrastructure opportunities for both existing and future 

communities. It will aim to help reduce pressures on important natural and historic Green 

Infrastructure assets whilst, at the same time, identifying suitable opportunities to support 

and enhance existing assets for the benefits of people and the environment are 

maximised. 

Some key areas in Buckinghamshire, including the Chilterns and South Bucks district are 

relatively well provided for strategic level accessible Green Infrastructure. However, this 

Green Infrastructure needs to be protected with new opportunities developed to help 

absorb additional pressures. 

6
See Appendix A for the Buckinghamshire GIC Terms of Reference
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9

(Milton Keynes and South Midlands and Quality of Life Sub Group (2005))
10

A Clear Vision for the South East: The South East Plan Implementation Plan – Draft Plan for Submission to 

Government (SEERA, March 2006)

Planning Sustainable Communities: A Green Infrastructure Guide for Milton Keynes & the South Midlands 
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The advantages of producing this Strategy for Buckinghamshire include: 

§a published and agreed vision for Buckinghamshire's Green Infrastructure

§ownership of the Green Infrastructure concept

§co-ordination of strategic investment in Green Infrastructure protection and provision

§a partnership approach

§involvement of all key groups and the community in planning and delivery

§shared resources

§clear direction

§a strengthened position for funding applications

§accountability and development of an evidence base

§long-term management and maintenance planning 

What is Green Infrastructure?                                                            

The concept of Green Infrastructure, as an approach to long-term environmental planning 

for sustainable development in urban and peri-urban areas, began in the USA. Green 

Infrastructure has only recently started to gain currency in the UK, initially in the growth 

areas of the South East and East of England and more latterly in the East Midlands and 

the North West and North East of England. 

As with built (or 'Grey') Infrastructure (e.g roads, sewers, utilities), there is a need to plan 

for the provision of 'Green' Infrastructure to meet wider existing and future needs of 

sustainable communities. 

This approach is reflected in Planning Sustainable Communities: A Green Infrastructure 

Guide for Milton Keynes & the South Midlands, which defines Green Infrastructure as:

'A network of multi-functional greenspace that contributes to the high quality natural and 

built environment required for existing and new communities in the future. It consists of 

public and private assets, with and without public access, and in urban and rural 
9

locations.'  

A more detailed definition of Green Infrastructure is provided by the Draft South East Plan, 

which states that 'Green Infrastructure includes outdoor recreational and sports facilities, 

parks, gardens and allotments, tracks and pathways, natural and historic sites, canals and 

water spaces, as well as accessible countryside. It is a network of multi-functional 

greenspaces in urban areas, the countryside in and around towns, and the wider 
10countryside.’   This definition provides a clearer focus towards assets being more 

accessible to communities. 
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11

November 2006) 
12

Towards a Strategic Framework for Green Infrastructure In Buckinghamshire Technical report 

(CBA May 2007)

Towards a Vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire – A Prospectus (CBA for Bucks CC, 
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A Green Infrastructure definition for Buckinghamshire

The following definition has been endorsed by the GIC and forms the definition for 

Buckinghamshire:

Green Infrastructure provides a vital life-support system, encompassing a network of 

green spaces, access routes, landscapes and natural and historic elements that 

intersperse and connect Buckinghamshire's urban and rural settlements with each other 

and the surrounding countryside. Operating at all spatial scales it enables a holistic 

overview of the natural and historic environment, acknowledging its multi-functional 

benefits for economy, wildlife and health and well being of local people and communities.

Green Infrastructure assets include:

§Accessible greenspace

§Allotments

§Cemeteries

§Children's play space

§Country parks

§Formal sports facilities

§Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and             

County green corridors

§Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes

§Public Rights of Way and cycleways

§Scheduled Ancient Monuments

§Urban parks and gardens

§Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries

§Wildlife sites

A Vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire

A long-term vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire (Table 1.1) has emerged 

from consultations with key stakeholders during the development of the two key Green 

Infrastructure documents: Towards a Vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire – 
11

A Prospectus  and Towards A Strategic Framework For Green Infrastructure In 
12

Buckinghamshire Technical Report.  

The vision seeks to embrace the multi-functional nature of the Green Infrastructure 

concept and the range of national, regional and local policy objectives for Green 

Infrastructure. It also reflects the opportunities and needs arising from the analysis of key 

assets that contribute to Green Infrastructure resources in Buckinghamshire.
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Table 1.1 A Vision for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire

The vision is based on a multi-functional network of natural, semi-natural and man-made 

greenspaces and green links that provide an environmental support system for 

communities and wildlife.

The network should be high quality, bio-diverse and accessible and be widely valued by 

all those who visit, live, work and play in Buckinghamshire.  Opportunities to inspire local 

communities and businesses to adopt low carbon and healthy lifestyles based on a 

greater awareness of their 'environmental footprints' should be encouraged.

The network will further connect urban areas with the surrounding countryside via Rights 

of Way and access routes; providing opportunities for communities in towns and villages 

to access, enjoy and appreciate a variety of greenspaces on their doorstep and in the 

wider countryside. The network should connect a diverse range of wildlife habitats and 

provide important corridors for species dispersal and migration.

The Green Infrastructure approach will be regarded as a long-term framework for 

sustainable development, protecting the County's natural and historic environment and 

enhancing the qualities that give Buckinghamshire its special character.

Green Infrastructure will be delivered, protected and managed through the commitment 

and involvement of the public, private and voluntary sectors working in partnership with 

each other.
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Green Infrastructure Functions 

Green Infrastructure is linked to a wide range of functions and these need to be 

considered in relation to the provision and management of Green Infrastructure across the 

County (Table 1.2).

Table 1.2    

Green Infrastructure Functions

Function

Active Recreation

Passive recreation 
and quiet 
enjoyment

Aim

Accessible Green Infrastructure and access routes have a role in 
the provision of outdoor sports facilities – both formal sports 
provision and recreation.

Well-designed, interesting and safe accessible Green Infrastructure 
of the natural environment and meet the demands for urban 
communities for tranquil spaces for relaxation and stress relief.

Sustainable 
transport and 
public Rights of 
Way

Networks, links 
and gateways

Social venue/
meeting place

Education and 
training

Heritage 
preservation

Landscape and 
townscape 
structure

A network of Green Infrastructure connected by green, attractive, 
sheltered and safe footpaths, bridleways, towpaths and cycleways 
can encourage increased levels of walking and cycling. Connecting 
public transport routes with Green Infrastructure will benefit the 
wider access network. The use of rivers and canals as sustainable 
transport corridors can provide attractive linkages between rural 
and urban places.

Green Infrastructure networks can provide the framework for the 
built environment and the rural-urban fringe by facilitating 
continuous and attractive walking and cycling routes from and out 
to the surrounding countryside, thereby acting as a 'bridge to the 
country' and providing an attractive ‘gateway to the neighbourhood’.

Accessible Green Infrastructure can provide an excellent focus for 
establishing a sense of place and community ownership.

Green Infrastructure can provide outdoor classrooms for school 
education and life-long learning and formal educational and training 
facilities where appropriate.

The provision of new accessible Green Infrastructure and/or the 
enhancement of existing spaces offer opportunities for the 
conservation or restoration of historic assets.

The design and characteristics of Green Infrastructure assets can 
enhance the structure of the local landscape and townscape 
context, providing a distinctive setting for development.
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Function

Wildlife habitat 
and biodiversity

Sustainable water 
and flood risk 
management

Sustainable 
energy use and 
production

Sustainable 
waste 
management

Green produce 
and food 
production

Adaptation to a 
changing climate

Integration of new 
and existing 
communities

Shared experience 
of greenspace 
creation

Aim

Green Infrastructure can incorporate existing wildlife habitats such 
as designated sites, forestry and woodlands, nature reserves and 
Biodiversity Action Plan habitats. The creation or restoration of 
wildlife habitats can link, buffer and extend existing wildlife sites, 
contributing to an ecological network which is more resilient to the 
pressures of growth and climate change. This network can also 
provide opportunities for greater access to nature for local people.

Well-planned Green Infrastructure can provide water storage 
capacity and can help reduce flood risk. Water storage areas offer 
great potential for biodiversity and for recreation if designed 
appropriately.

Green Infrastructure can contribute to low-carbon energy 
production (e.g. 'green' developments incorporating solar roofs, 
biomass and wood heat schemes, farm waste schemes and wind 
turbines). 

Green waste produced as a result of management and use of 
Green Infrastructure can be composted and reused within the 
space, or can provide a renewable energy source.

Allotments or community gardens can be regarded as forms of 
Green Infrastructure and provision for these areas should be 
considered in relevant development plans.

Green Infrastructure provides temperature regulation and shaded 
spaces.

Green Infrastructure can provide a sustainable setting for 
development and attractive surroundings for new and existing 
residents.

Green Infrastructure can offer opportunities for social cohesion and 
for bringing new and existing communities together.



The Benefits of Green Infrastructure

Green Infrastructure is now recognised as having a wide range of environmental, social 

and economic benefits. Alongside the need for growth, planning policy identifies Green 

Infrastructure as facilitating the delivery of multiple objectives because it can frame and 

shape the growth of sustainable communities and strengthen their image. In short, it helps 

define people's quality of life and liveability and underpins the quality, character and 

distinctiveness of new neighbourhoods.  This section describes some of the key benefits 
13

associated with Green Infrastructure provision:  

Economic contribution/encouragement and employment benefits – Infrastructure is 

considered important in its ability to:

§provide attractive places to live, work and visit 

§deliver resources and processes that are supplied by natural ecosystems

§develop enhanced environmental backdrops that can help to encourage new                      

businesses and inward investment 

§promote inward investment, regeneration and tourism through a high quality                     

environment

§create real opportunities for new commercial activity, for instance in conservation,                   

agriculture and the renewable energy sectors, creating new employment in and                

around towns and cities

§provide employment opportunities linked to outdoor environmental education and                   

leisure enterprises

§promote a working landscape approach to Green Infrastructure. Working landscapes                

help to sustain local employment and Green Infrastructure functions including;                    

biodiversity, recreation, renewable energy and landscape distinctiveness. Working                   

landscapes promote locally sourced materials and support environmentally sensitive           

development. A working landscape can encourage and enable landowners to                   

maximise recreational use of their land, thus relieving pressure on protected                      

landscapes within the County

Environmental benefits – Green Infrastructure can assist in:

§strengthening of image and visual amenity through high quality design;  recognition of         

historic character/sense of place and enhanced management of heritage assets 

§enhancing biodiversity through habitat restoration and creation

§increasing community awareness of environmental issues

§helping reverse habitat fragmentation by improving the links between sites and habitat               

areas

§contributing to the management and protection of historic and natural sites

13

Gateway Partnership), which reflects the approach promoted in 'The Countryside in and Around Towns: a 

vision for connecting town and country in pursuit of sustainable development', Countryside Agency and 

Groundwork Trust.

Based on the guidance provided by the 'Thames Gateway Green Infrastructure Guidance' (Greening the 

Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009 Page 17
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§

§improving local air quality through pollution filtering by vegetation

Climate change – Green Infrastructure can mitigate the effects of climate change by:

§reducing impacts of traffic by creating new functional cycle routes and access                     

networks encouraging a move from cars to other sustainable modes of transport

§reducing the heat island effect of urban areas

§adjusting micro-climate 

§managing floodplains and water meadows in order to help protect urban areas from       

the risk of flooding

§increasing tree and woodland cover to meet needs for shade during warmer summers

§reducing the impact of climate change on biodiversity by offering 'green corridors'           

which plants and animals can migrate

§improving carbon storage and sequestration

Physical and psychological health benefits – Green Infrastructure can help:

§facilitate physically active lifestyles

§promote mental well-being/stress reduction through provision of quiet green refuges

§improve 'quality of life’

§provide exercise opportunities that can help reduce coronary heart disease and                     

obesity levels

Social inclusion and equality – Green Infrastructure can provide accessible, safe and 

welcoming open spaces and links that:

§promote community safety

§provide opportunities for people to get closer to and learn about history, nature and      

culture and provide a focus for community activities that promote community capacity      

building and a shared sense of cohesion/civic pride

§incorporate access provision for less mobile users

§provide stimulating natural environments for the sensory impaired

§offer greater integration between existing and new communities 

§impact positively on areas of economic and social deprivation through an enhanced      

environment, containing green and open spaces

The Strategy Preparation Process

In 2006, Buckinghamshire County Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates 

(CBA) to undertake an initial consultation and assessment of Green Infrastructure for the 

County. The findings, used in the publication Towards a Vision for Green Infrastructure in 

Buckinghamshire: A Prospectus (2006) provides an important overview of current and 

projected needs for accessible Green Infrastructure.

aiding natural processes of filtration, sedimentation and biodegradation

14
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14
For more information on Climate change see http://www.sustainablecities.org.uk/greeninfrastructure/benefits
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The County Council re-appointed CBA in 2007 to undertake a second phase of 

consultation and analysis.  Its findings, published in Towards a Strategic Framework for 

Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire - Technical Report (2007), were used to identify 

Countywide restraints and opportunities for Green Infrastructure and identified 'Action 

Areas for Investment' as a means to address deficiencies and priorities for Green 

Infrastructure within Buckinghamshire.

Through the latter part of 2008, the preparation of this Strategy further developed the work 

undertaken in the above documents. Guided and developed by the Buckinghamshire GIC, 

the new Strategy for Buckinghamshire will underpin the development of local Green 

Space plans that meet District and Parish requirements. 

The various stages of delivery of this Green Infrastructure Strategy are summarised in 

Figure 1.1.

Page 19
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Stage 1
Preparation of the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Prospectus 

and key stakeholder consultation 

Stage 2
Technical data gathering, policy review, needs assessment,

assessment of current standards of provision

Opportunities Analysis including:

Biodiversity      Landscape         Historic                  Accessible 
                                               Environment       Greenspace & Access 

Stage 3
Technical Report – Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Framework
Consultation on technical report and draft vision, aims and objectives

Stage 4
Preparation and completion of the Buckinghamshire Green 

Infrastructure Strategy, stakeholder workshops, delivery and action plan

Stage 5
Production of the final document following a 12 month 

consultation period

15
A more detailed description of each of the stages can be found in Appendix B
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Figure 1.1 The development process leading to the Process of the 
15Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy

Aims for Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire 

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy aims to ensure that pressures on 

natural and historic Green Infrastructure assets are minimised, and opportunities to 

enhance these assets for the benefits of people and biodiversity are maximised. Where 

appropriate, measures will be required to manage effects on these resources arising from 

the social and economic development of the County and the wider sub-region. 
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16
The Sustainable Communities Plan, Building for the Future  (OPDM, 2003)
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This Strategy promotes: 

§understanding of the concept of Green Infrastructure and its place and value in                                 

contributing tot the environmental, social and economic well being of the County

§the protection and conservation of Green Infrastructure assets

§the enhancement of Green Infrastructure assets where these are of low quality, in                             

decline or require investment to realise their potential to meet future demands

§the mitigation of and response to the effects of development, new land uses and                    

climate change

§the creation of new Green Infrastructure assets where there is an identified deficit, or     

growth is planned and additional provision or compensatory measures are needed

§the promotion of a “Working Landscapes” approach to Green Infrastructure with               

opportunities to enhance or diversify 

§a strategic approach that will lead to the preparation of local Green Infrastructure plans 

described as ‘Living Networks’.

Delivering quality Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire

The provision of high quality Green Infrastructure can be an important factor which 

influences people's decision to live, work and invest in an area. In 2003, the Sustainable 

Communities Plan identified that the supply of new homes had failed to keep pace with 

demand and described the Government's aim to take radical action to increase housing 

provision by speeding-up supply, reforming planning processes and raising standards in 
16

high-demand areas.  

Alongside the need for growth, planning policy identifies Green Infrastructure as facilitating 

the delivery of multiple objectives because it can frame and shape the growth of 

sustainable communities and strengthen their image. In short, it helps define people's 

quality of life and liveability and underpins the quality, character and distinctiveness of new 

neighbourhoods.  

Green Infrastructure provision is now a key component of design, development, master 

planning and growth decisions and provides an important spatial framework for guiding 

sustainable development. In-line with such decisions, this document assists in providing an 

evidence-base and long term spatial vision consistent with the objectives in Planning 

Policy Statement 12 'Local Development Frameworks' and will assist Local Authorities 

when producing Local Development Frameworks. 

The GIC's vision for Green Infrastructure can be linked closely to a range of related factors 

that need to be considered important for encouraging a consistent approach to delivering 

Green Infrastructure provision and management: 

Multi-functionality – Provision of a multi-functional network of high quality Green 

Infrastructure, providing access for all users to green spaces that deliver multiple 



Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009

environmental, social and economic benefits. Such opportunities need to be developed in 

conjunction with the needs of the landscape and landowners, whilst considering that not all 

individual assets should or can be treated as multi-functional. 

Meeting needs – Current and projected deficiencies in the quality and quantity of Green 

Infrastructure provision in Buckinghamshire must be addressed in order to meet local and 

strategic needs. Such an approach can only be met by needs assessment and by then 

planning for and delivering Green Infrastructure at all spatial scales. 

Integrated approach to provision – That investment in Green Infrastructure is provided 

as a priority alongside the provision of other essential infrastructure when planning new 

developments.

Sense of place – The distinctive historic, cultural and natural qualities that make 

Buckinghamshire special need to be protected and reinforced, and the effects of 

development need to be managed to sustain the rural character of the County. 

Access for All – Access to the countryside and a diversity of Green Infrastructure should 

be provided via 'gateways' providing access opportunities connecting urban and rural 

areas with high quality visitor facilities and information centres linked to public transport 

and, the wider access network.

Sustainable movement – A properly planned network of Green Infrastructure provides a 

key sustainable means for access and movement within and outside urban areas. The 

future development of this network must be complimented by enhanced public transport 

links to this network. 

Biodiversity – The condition, extent and connectivity of wildlife habitats are improved 

through appropriate land management and landscape-scale restoration and creation 

schemes. Where appropriate, suitable management and provisions must increase existing 

biodiversity resources, reverse the effects of habitat fragmentation and create conditions to 

allow habitats and species to adapt to the effects of climate change.

Heritage enhancement – Historic environment assets form a key component of Green 

Infrastructure. Where applicable, the management, presentation, accessibility and 

interpretation of historic environment assets need to be enhanced as an integral part of 

Green Infrastructure provision.

Connectivity – A carefully planned Green Infrastructure network in Buckinghamshire will 

allow connections to neighbouring assets at sub-regional and local scales. Opportunities 

for enhancing and delivering better-connected walking and cycling provision opportunities 

will also need to be complimented by enhanced public transport connections to this 

network. 

Page 22
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Respecting environmental capacities – The capacity of natural processes, systems and 

resources must be taken into account in responding to the challenges of adapting to and 

mitigating the effects of climate change. 

Healthy lifestyles – Accessible Green Infrastructure needs to be provided in and around 

areas close to where people live and work to accommodate healthy lifestyles and provide 

opportunities for active and passive recreation. This means better-connected cycleways 

and footpaths to enable healthy exercise and environmentally sound travel; opportunities 

to connect with nature, as well as more facilities for informal sport, leisure and exercise 

and more and better green spaces to promote general wellbeing.

Employment benefits – New employment opportunities are created throughout Green 

Infrastructure networks through the incorporation of sustainable low carbon energy 

production over the long term, such as waste wood and energy crops. 

Community benefits – Community engagement in Green Infrastructure is able to provide 

a strong focus for social inclusion, community development and 'lifelong learning' leading 

to greater public awareness of, and respect for, the environment.

Sustainable financial management of Green Infrastructure resources – Through 

economic leverage, supporting strategies and partnership working.

Working Landscapes – The landscape is a working environment and it is a key 

requirement to sustain local employment and Green Infrastructure functions including: 

tourism, farming, leisure, recreation, renewable energy, rural business and enterprise, 

skills and training and employment. Engaging these functions within Green Infrastructure 

will decrease costs and create more successful opportunities for delivery. This Strategy 

values the existing delivery made by working landscapes and seeks to further enhance the 

opportunity to deliver via existing and emerging markets.

A Sustainable Approach to Green Infrastructure 

Green Infrastructure can help support reduced energy consumption and meet renewable 

energy production objectives.  Thus, a modern approach to green space management can 

ensure that sites can be designed and managed to allow them to be more sustainable, 

energy efficient and have minimal energy requirements.  Within this context there are three 

main areas for consideration:

Waste handling –The management and use of green spaces produces waste.  Green 

waste produced as a result of management should be composted and reused within the 

space, or can provide a renewable energy source.  Litter resulting from the public use of 

spaces should be reduced wherever possible and managed in a sustainable manner. 
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Supporting renewable energy and sustainable approaches  Wood products and 

green waste can provide energy sources for renewable energy projects. Green 

Infrastructure management should encourage appropriate economic activity, which 

supports the management of woodlands in the long term and promotes a sustainable 

woodland economy.  

Green spaces, as well as providing sustainable energy materials (e.g. wood for heating), 

should be considered as suitable sites for renewable energy schemes in themselves.  

Many good examples exist where site visitor centres employ sustainable approaches to 

heating, cooling and water use as well as incorporating sustainable build and design if new 

building opportunities arise.  

Championing the principles of Green Infrastructure can help promote and support 

developments that are environmentally sensitive; e.g. solar roofs; biomass and wood heat 

schemes; farm waste schemes; small, medium, and in some instances, large wind 

turbines.  

Appropriate material use – Direct site management provides a good opportunity to 

develop a sustainable approach.  Imported materials for use on sites (e.g. fencing 

materials, path surfacing) should be appropriate to the site and locality of a site and 

should, where possible, use locally sourced materials or materials sourced from 

responsible managed sustainable resources (for example Forest Stewardship Council 

certified (FSC)).  

–
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Chapter 2 Policy Context

National Policy Context

The Sustainable Communities Plan sets out a long-term national programme for delivering 
17sustainable communities in urban and rural areas throughout England.  It aims to address 

housing supply issues in the South East and East of England regions and low demand in 

other parts of the country to deliver a better quality of life for all. The Plan contains two key 

elements that are of direct relevance to Green Infrastructure: 

·Liveability - How the Government plans to improve local environments by providing          

cleaner streets, improved parks and better public spaces etc

·Protecting the countryside - How land will be used more effectively

The sustainable communities approach focuses on improving community 'liveability', 

supports the principles underpinning Green Infrastructure and reinforces its importance in 

creating a healthy and enhanced environment. This Strategy supports the recognition of 

the values of Green Infrastructure through the planning system and for building 

sustainable communities in the County and the wider growth areas. Figure 2.1 illustrates 

the project components that have informed the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure 

Strategy and shows how the Strategy feeds into the Statutory Planning System.

17
The Sustainable Communities Plan, Building for the Future  (OPDM, 2003)
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The national planning policy framework includes a number of statements and guidance 

notes that demonstrate the Government's commitment to meeting sustainable 

development objectives related to the protection, enhancement and use of Green 

Infrastructure assets. Of particular significance are the following: 

·Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development - Requires 

development plans and planning decisions to have due regard to environmental issues in 

meeting sustainable development objectives. 

·Supplement to PPS 1: Planning and Climate Change – Sets out how planning, in 

providing for new homes, jobs and infrastructure needed by communities, should help 

shape places with lower carbon emissions and be resilient to the climate change now 

accepted as inevitable. The direction and purpose of this Strategy embraces the need to 

mitigate the effects of climate change.  

·PPS3: Housing – Mentions how new housing developments need to involve the 

creation of a quality setting for the new communities. A Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan 

will address these issues and help ensure that development occurs in the correct locations 

with the appropriate level of access to community facilities and Green Infrastructure.

·PPG 4: Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms – Encourages economic 

diversity and business within rural areas. 

·PPS 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas – Planning policies for rural areas, 

including County towns and villages and the wider, largely undeveloped. 

·PPS9: Biological and Geological Conservation – Requires Local Authorities to maintain 

functioning ecological networks of natural habitats. This is to be achieved by avoiding and 

then repairing existing fragmentation and isolation of habitats, undertaken as part of a 

wider strategy for the protection and extension of open spaces and access routes.

·Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 15: Planning and the Historic Environment – 

Environmental stewardship should effectively protect for all aspects of the historic 

environment and acknowledges its importance to quality of life, local distinctiveness, 

leisure and recreation. 

·PPG 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation – Requires Local 

Authorities to undertake open space audits and strategies, which can inform Green 

Infrastructure plans at both the strategic and local level. PPG17 also requires the 

development of policies based on standards for provision of public open spaces, including 

greenspaces.



Supporting Statements
Supporting Statements are produced by developers to 
inform how they have considered Green Infrastructure in 
their proposals. In their supporting statements developers 
need to show how they have considered the impact of the 
development on Green Infrastructure and their proposals 
to build or rebuild Green Infrastructure.

Figure 2.1:  How Green Infrastructure feeds into the Statutory Planning System

Buckinghamshire 
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Infrastructure 
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Habitat 
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Landscape 
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Access

Environmental/
Landscape 

Impact Assessment

Project Components Statutory Planning System

Core Strategy 
The Core Strategy will define the Green Infrastructure concept 
referring to sub-regional strategy and national/regional planning 
context.
A positive promotional policy for Green Infrastructure is essential 
within the Core Strategy of Local Development Frameworks. 

Development Plan Document (DPD)
The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy will 
inform the Development Plan Document. The DPD will 
identify other relevant strategies and plans that will 
inform planning decisions e.g. Landscape Character 
Assessment, Historic Landscape Character, Biodiversity 
Plans, and Local Greenspace Strategies.

Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPD)
SPD provide information and guidance on 
the following;

Assessing the impact of development 
on Green Infrastructure
Building and rebuilding Green 
Infrastructure in proposed development 
areas 
Sustainability and design codes that are 
used in specific development locations
Information on funding for Green 
Infrastructure provision and how it is 
calculated
Inform developers on how to include 
Green Infrastructure assessments in 
their supporting statements

District Open Space Strategies
The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure 
Strategy will inform the development of District 
Open Space Strategies

Sustainability and Design Codes
These are produced by external bodies at a national 
and regional level. 
They set standards and guidelines for; sustainable 
drainage, biodiversity and habitat impact, design 
quality and layout. 

Greenspace
provision
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18

Framework Study for Northamptonshire' (River Nene Regional Park, November 2006)     

See statements of commitment set out in 'Green Infrastructure: Making the Connection – Strategic 

The Green Infrastructure approach is also increasingly reflected in the work of many 
18Government agencies.  Natural England, for example, has confirmed its commitment 

towards helping to deliver high quality, locally distinctive and environmentally sustainable 

development, including the provision of multi-functional Green Infrastructure and set a 

target to establish Green Infrastructure Strategies in all of England's Growth Areas by 

2007. Its 'Breathing Places” Campaign further supports Green Infrastructure by 
19

addressing the proximity of natural green spaces to home.

The Environment Agency has highlighted opportunities through the integration of Green 

Infrastructure “creative solutions” (arising from flood risk assessment and management 

schemes), and water resource planning and conservation, which could provide new 

Green Infrastructure links and wider benefits. 

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) and CABE Space 

(the Government's advisor on parks and green space) see the establishment of Green 

Infrastructure as an integral process that supports many of their aims and aspirations for 

securing quality in the design of parks, public spaces and the built environment through 

the planning system.

Regional Policy Context 

Draft South East Plan 

Aylesbury Vale and adjacent areas in authorities adjoining the County are allocated for 

significant growth within the Government's Sustainable Communities Plan. This is 

reflected in the Draft South East Plan submitted to Government in March 2006 by the 
20South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA).  The Draft Plan sets out a long-term 

spatial vision and development strategy for the region up to 2026, and provides the 

regional and sub-regional development context for Buckinghamshire. 

Over the period 2006-2026, the Draft Plan proposes major growth for Buckinghamshire 

within the Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes sub-region. The Draft Plan allocates 

proposed growth in Wycombe District as part of the Western Corridor and Blackwater 

Valley Sub- region. Outside of these sub-regions, lower levels of growth are envisaged. 

Whilst the southern parts of the County are significantly constrained by the Chilterns 

AONB and Metropolitan Green Belt designations, there will be increasing growth 

pressures from neighbouring areas. The emerging growth proposals for these sub-regions 

are outlined in this section. 

19

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/campaigns/breathingplaces/default.htm
20

A Clear Vision for the South East: The South East Plan – Draft Plan for Submission to Government 

(SEERA, March 2006)

Natural England Breathing Places Campaign (2005-2009)
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The Green Infrastructure concept is bound within SEERA's recognition that provision of all 

types of infrastructure and services is a critical requirement to support future growth. Of 

particular importance to this Strategy is policy CC8, which focuses specifically upon the 

issues of Green Infrastructure.

This commitment to delivering Green 

Infrastructure is further embedded in the 
21Interim Implementation Plan  the central 

message of the Draft South East Plan is that it 

aims to nurture and enhance existing assets 

throughout the region, maintaining quality of 

life and increasing prosperity while meeting 

needs through a sustainable management 

programme embracing enhanced adaptation 

and mitigation and better resource use. This 

approach will provide the best context for a 

timely delivery of an impressive programme of 

growth throughout the region.

The Draft South East Plan contains a range of 

both cross-cutting and specific policies which 

are relevant to the continued provision and 

enhancement of Strategic Green Infrastructure 

assets throughout Buckinghamshire. These 

policies are listed and briefly described in Table 

2.2.

Table 2.1 Policy CC8: Green Infrastructure

Local Authorities and partners should work together to plan, provide and manage 

connected and substantial networks of accessible multi-functional green space. 

Networks should be planned to include both existing and new green infrastructure. They 

should be managed with the primary aim of maintaining and improving biodiversity, but 

should also deliver recreational and cultural benefits and ensure that an improved and 

healthy environment is available for the benefit of present and future communities.

The provisions of this policy apply nation-wide. However, the successful designation and 

management of Green Infrastructure will be particularly important in areas designated 

as regional hubs, in areas close to sites of international ecological importance and in 

areas identified for significant growth (Strategic Development Areas). 

(SEERA, March 2006)

21
A Clear Vision for the South East: The South East Plan – Draft Plan for Submission to Government 



Policy     Title                                              Brief Description

Requires new development to be well designed 
and adhere to urban renaissance and sustainable 
development principles

Encourages community involvement in the design 
and implementation of regeneration schemes 

Seeks opportunities to improve land-use 
management and access to Greenbelts

Supports opportunities and options for sustainable 
flood management that are compatible with 
biodiversity objectives

Encourages more prudent use of natural resources 
and reduced waste generation

Seeks to enhance the character and distinctiveness 
of settlements and landscapes

Seeks an improved and integrated network of 
public transport services in and between urban and 
rural areas

Opportunities should be sought to improve facilities 
for cyclists and pedestrians between towns and 
their nearest villages

Promotes habitat restoration and the protection of 
biodiversity and wildlife

Woodland should be protected and promoted

Gives high priority to the conservation and 
enhancement of AONBs within the region

Encourages positive and high quality management 
of the open countryside

Local Development Documents should address 
urban-rural fringe issues

Actively encourages access to the countryside via 
Public Rights of Way

Promotes joint working and sustainable 
management to protect and enhance its 
environmental, heritage and recreational values 

Requires that Green Infrastructure accompany new 
development

Supports the conservation and enhancement of the 
historic environment

SP3

SP4

SP5

Cc2

CC3

CC6

T1

T7

NRM5

NRM7

C3

C4

C5

C6

C7

BE1

BE6

Urban Focus and Urban
Renaissance

Regeneration and Social 
Inclusion

Greenbelts

Climate Change

Resource Use

Sustainable Communities and 
Character of the Environment

Manage and Invest

Rural Transport

Conservation and Improvement 
of Biodiversity

Woodlands

Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty

Landscape and Countryside 
Management

Managing the Urban Rural 
Fringe

Countryside Access and Rights 
of Way Management

The River Thames Corridor

Management for an Urban
Renaissance

Management of the Historic 
Environment
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Table 2.2 Policies relating to Green Infrastructure from the Draft South East Plan
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Policy     Title                                              Brief Description

Encourages the identification of opportunities for 
tourism, sport and recreation during the 
development plan process

Recognises the role of parks, open spaces, 
physical recreation and cultural facilities in shaping 
healthy communities

Encourages increased and substantial participation 
in sport, recreation and cultural activities

Supports joint working to conserve the habitats, 
geological features and animal/plant species of the 
park through G.I networks

Recognises the strong amenity need for large scale 
informal recreational facilities

TSR7

S1

S5

WCBV5

MKAV3

Priority Areas for Tourism

Supporting Healthy 
Communities

Cultural and Sporting Activity

The Colne Valley

Spatial Framework for 
Aylesbury Growth Area

Spatial Strategy for the South East of England. Companion Document. GOSE

22
GOSE (2008) The South East Plan: The Secretary of State's Proposed Changes to the draft Regional 

As a result of the Examination in Public held throughout 2007, a number of 

recommendations for revisions to the Draft Plan were detailed in the Report to the Panel. 
22The Secretary of State has since published its Proposed Changes for the Draft Plan.  This 

companion document, detailing a number of changes to the previous policies listed in the 

Plan, was used to create the above table. Therefore, the policy numbers and titles may not 

match the original document.

South East Regional Economic Strategy 

The South East Regional Economic Strategy (2002-12) sets out the overall framework for 

a sustainable approach to economic development. It identifies five objectives, recognising 

that infrastructure issues are central to economic success: 

·Encouraging competitive business 

·Developing successful people

·Developing vibrant communities

·Effective infrastructure 

·Sustainable use of natural resources 

The protection and provision of Green Infrastructure can deliver significant benefits in 

relation to economic contribution/encouragement and employment. As such, the Green 

Infrastructure Strategy will help support the Buckinghamshire Economic Learning 

Partnership in delivering the Regional Economic Strategy at a County level.
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Sub-Regional Policy Context 

The Draft South East Plan proposes nine sub-regions with distinctive issues that need to 

be addressed, and sets out strategies that provide the planning frameworks for each sub-

region. Four of these sub-regions have a high relevance to Buckinghamshire (Figure 2.2): 

Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale Sub-Region 

Milton Keynes, to the north of the County boundary, and Aylesbury Vale in 

Buckinghamshire form part of the wider Milton Keynes and South Midlands Growth Area 

defined in the Government's Sustainable Communities Plan. The Draft Plan seeks to 

accommodate development in key urban centres within this sub-region throughout the 

Plan period. Within Buckinghamshire, the Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-

Regional Strategy will have most impact on Aylesbury where proposals state that 16,800 

new homes will be built by 2026. In addition, a further 5,930 homes are planned in North 

East Aylesbury Vale and 4,700 in the rest of the District. It is clear that an important 

objective will be to deliver the Green Infrastructure necessary to support the proposed 

growth and potential increase in demand for accessible greenspace generated by new 

development in the sub-region. 

Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley Sub-Region

South Bucks District and the southern part of Wycombe District, including High Wycombe 

and Marlow, fall within the Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley Sub-Region. Whilst it 

is not defined as a growth area in the Government's Sustainable Communities Plan in the 

same way as the Milton Keynes and South Midlands areas, its continued prosperity is 

seen as crucial to the continued buoyancy of the South East Region. The Draft South East 

Plan recognises the need to provide more affordable housing and ensure that economic 

growth continues without unreasonably increasing the pressure on resources and the 

natural environment. In this context, 7,800 houses in Wycombe District and 1,890 houses 

in South Bucks are proposed between 2006 and 2026.

Central Oxfordshire Sub-Region  

This sub-region lies immediately to the west of Buckinghamshire. There are opportunities 

for expansion of the towns close to the Buckinghamshire border, such as Bicester where 

4,300 new dwellings have been proposed over the Plan period. This may have 

implications for Buckinghamshire and give rise to additional need and demand for Green 

Infrastructure resources in the area. The proposed ecotown at Bicester could also impact 

upon Green Infrastructure capacity in Buckinghamshire.

Luton/Dunstable/ Houghton Regis and Leighton-Linslade growth 

MKSMSRS proposes a considerable level of development in this part of the wider growth 

area in the period up to 2031. During the period 2001 to 2021, 26,300 new homes are to 

be provided within Luton and South Bedfordshire, and as part of a review of the South 

Bedfordshire Green Belt boundary sufficient 'headroom' must be provided for a further 

15,400 proposed new homes between 2021 and 2031. The cross-boundary nature of the 



Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009 Page 33

growth in this area means that some development could spread into neighbouring authority 

areas, including the potential for growth to the west of Linslade, into Buckinghamshire. 

Laying close the eastern edge of Aylesbury Vale, 4000 homes have already been delivered 

or have permission to the south of the Leighton-Linslade, with a further 4000 proposed by 

developers in the east of the town.   

  

The creation of the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy is largely a response to 

the environmental challenges posed by these sub-regional growth areas in and around 

Buckinghamshire, particularly in relation to the Milton Keynes and Aylesbury Vale sub-

region.  

Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Planning 

Several Green Infrastructure studies, strategies and plans are being produced for areas in 

and surrounding the County. Those that present major opportunities for connectivity with 

the Green Infrastructure network in Buckinghamshire include: 

Chilterns AONB Management Plan: The Framework for Action 2002-2007

A significant area of green space under consideration within this Strategy falls within the 

sensitive habitats and landscapes of the AONB. The Chilterns Conservation Board has a 

statutory duty to prepare a management plan for the Chilterns AONB. The plan is for the 

period 2008 to 2013. The Management Plan covers a wide range of issues including nature 

conservation, land and water management, recreation and access, planning and 

development and the rural economy and transport. The Plan is complemented by a 3 year 

Action Plan detailing activities, outputs and timescales.

The Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan 

The Bedfordshire Green Infrastructure Consortium has been established in response to the 

MKSM growth proposals and has completed its Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan in 2009 

in order to address the needs of Bedfordshire's existing and expanded communities. The 

Plan seeks to create a coherent linked network of multi-functional greenspace, consisting 

of public and private assets in urban and rural locations.  

The Luton and South Bedfordshire Green Space Strategy 

The Luton and South Bedfordshire GSS has been funded by the Department for 

Communities and Local Government and forms a key planning based document. It 

assesses current provision levels and determining future needs for green space and Green 

Infrastructure in southern Bedfordshire. Of particular relevance to Buckinghamshire are the 

possible additional demands that may impact on the County as a result of the housing 

growth proposed for the Leighton-Linslade area.  

Strategic Green Infrastructure Framework Study for Northamptonshire This Study 

was commissioned by the River Nene Regional Park, and forms part of an ongoing 

commitment to Green Infrastructure development and delivery across the MKSM Sub 
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Region and the wider East Midlands Region. The Study seeks to take a proactive 

approach to environmental protection and enhancement whilst embracing economic 

regeneration and growth and was developed in partnership with Interreg/ SPARC, English 

Nature, the Countryside Agency, English Heritage, the Environment Agency, Sport 

England, Northamptonshire County Council and the other Local Authorities within 

Northamptonshire.

 

Milton Keynes Green Infrastructure Plan (2008) 

The Milton Keynes Green Infrastructure Plan was commissioned by Milton Keynes 

Council and was produced by the Landscape Partnership. The purpose of the study is to 

set out a clear vision for Green Infrastructure within the Borough of Milton Keynes.

The Buckinghamshire Policy Context 

Local Development Frameworks 

Local Development Frameworks (LDFs) will provide the planning framework in 

Buckinghamshire to 2026 and are written by the District Councils. These comprise a suite 

of development plan documents that will determine the precise location of growth and 

associated infrastructure for the plan period. They also set out the core planning and 

development control policies that will guide decisions in the plan area. 

The LDFs will be required to conform to both the Spatial Strategy and the range of polices 

set out in the South East Plan, including the requirement for Green Infrastructure to 

accompany new development to deliver social, economic and environmental benefits in 

areas subject to growth proposals. 

Buckinghamshire Community Strategy 2005-2008 

The Buckinghamshire Community Strategy provides the framework for joint action by 

public, private and voluntary organisations in the County. It seeks to promote the 

development of sustainable communities within Buckinghamshire as places where people 

want to live and work, now and in the future. Key themes that can be supported by the 

Green Infrastructure Strategy include: 

Cohesive Communities - Supporting the development of strong and cohesive 

communities throughout Buckinghamshire, empowering them to deliver solutions to local 

issues 

Healthy Communities - Promoting the physical and mental health and wellbeing of 

people in Buckinghamshire and tackling health inequalities through partnership working 

Accessible Communities and Transport - Ensuring ease and safety of movement for 

both people and goods, supporting sustainable growth and economic development, and 

enhancing and protecting the environment (e.g. through improved air quality) 
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Superb Environments - Securing a safe, prosperous and high quality environment in 

both rural and urban areas in Buckinghamshire.  Many of the outcomes for Superb 

Environments can be delivered through Green Infrastructure initiatives, including: 

§providing sustainable new developments which conserve natural resources and                 

enhance the character of both the towns and the countryside 

§providing better and easier access to the countryside for all 

§using good quality urban design and construction methods  

§ensuring protection of the built and historic environment 

§increasing energy conservation and reducing air pollution 

§protecting biodiversity

§minimising waste 

§increasing personal responsibility for the environment amongst Buckinghamshire             

residents. 

The Community Strategies for each of the District authorities within Buckinghamshire 

closely reflect these aspects of the County-level vision and are supported by the proposals 

for Green Infrastructure provision set out in this Strategy.

Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Biodiversity Action Plan 2000 – 2010 

The Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes was produced 

by the Buckinghamshire Nature Conservation Forum in 2000 and proposes a framework 

for action to conserve the County's wildlife. Responding to the UK BAP, the local BAP 

seeks to target resources for appropriate habitat management and for large-scale habitat 

restoration and creation to increase the existing biodiversity resource and reverse the 

effects of habitat fragmentation. 

The Plan has recently been reviewed under the direction of a partnership steering group 

comprising key members of the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity 

Partnership and operating under a Memorandum of Agreement established in 2006. The 

review has allowed a more specific and spatially defined set of targets to be met by the 

Partnership, including the identification of Biodiversity Opportunity Areas.

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Rural Strategy 2008-2012

The Rural Strategy provides the first independent multi-agency action plan for 

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes' rural areas. The Strategy has been developed and 

delivered by Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Group (BRAG) in partnership with Milton 

Keynes and reflects the needs and concerns as well as the opportunities presented to the 

County's rural communities. Utilising partnership working, it seeks to address the key 

issues impacting upon rural life in Buckinghamshire, including those impacting on its 

economy, communities and the environment. Through its adoption by rural stakeholders 

and bodies, service delivery organisations and through integration into Local Government 

processes the Rural Strategy acts as a key driver for change initiating a process of 

positive action in rural areas.
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Buckinghamshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) 

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 required every Local Highway 

Authority to publish a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) within five years of its 

implementation. The Act specifically requires all ROWIPs to assess: 

§The extent to which local Rights of Way meet the present and likely future needs of             

  the public 

§The opportunities provided by Rights of Way for exercise and other forms of open-air     

recreation and the enjoyment of the area 

§The accessibility of Rights of Way to the blind or partially sighted and those with                   

mobility problems

As the Local Highway Authority for Buckinghamshire, the County Council has published its 

ROWIP for the ten year period 2008-2018. This forms part of the Council's Local Transport 

Plan and sets out the Council's objectives for Rights of Way and access provision in a 

statement of action to:

§deliver an accurate and fully up to date Definitive Map and Statement (DMS)

§provide and protect a well maintained Rights of Way network

§publicise public Rights of Way and access information and the DMS

§deliver a better integrated and more accessible Rights of Way network

§improve the use and enjoyment of the Rights of Way network

§improve the asset management of the Rights of Way network

§provide an efficient, value for money service supported by high customer satisfaction

§support safe, strong and cohesive communities

§protect and assert the County's National Trails and Chiltern's AONB

§improve access to 'Open Access' sites

§deliver economic benefits to local communities and businesses

§generate positive historical, environmental and biodiversity benefits 

§deliver health benefits for users and residents 

Buckinghamshire Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 

The draft Buckinghamshire Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2006-2011 is based on a twenty-

year transport vision, aiming to 'secure the strategic and local transport infrastructure and 

services to sustainably develop the economy; to facilitate growth; and improve 

accessibility; whilst balancing free, safe and efficient movement of people and goods with 

protection of the environment.' 

The LTP contains a number of issues and policy objectives that are of particular relevance 

to Green Infrastructure, including: 

§The countryside will be actively promoted for leisure & recreation 
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§

specific facilities

Buckinghamshire Cultural Strategy 2003-2008

The Strategy sets out a range of actions to enhance the cultural opportunities throughout 

Buckinghamshire and addresses local issues by widening access to culture, celebrating 

diversity and value, fostering community pride and supporting creativity in the built and 

green environments throughout the County.

Buckinghamshire Infrastructure Study

Buckinghamshire County Council, Aylesbury Vale Advantage and the four districts in 

Buckinghamshire commissioned Colin Buchanan consultants to undertake a 

Buckinghamshire Infrastructure Study in 2007. The Infrastructure Study has been carried 

out in two phases. Phase 1 is focused on Aylesbury Vale District and Phase 2 is focused 

on the rest of Buckinghamshire. The study will form part of the evidence base for statutory 

planning and Local Development Framework preparation within the County.

Buckinghamshire County Council Minerals and Waste Local Development 

Framework

Buckinghamshire County Council is responsible for preparing a County wide Minerals and 

Waste Local Development Framework (MWLDF). The MWLDF sets out the spatial 

strategies and detailed land use policies and proposals for the extraction of minerals and 

management of waste in the County. An Annual Monitoring Report is submitted to the 

Government as part of the MWLDF. 

District and Local Green Infrastructure Plans 

In accordance with Government guidance the District authorities in Buckinghamshire 

(Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe) are undertaking audits and 
23strategies for public open greenspaces in their urban areas.  This work should inform the 

recommended Local Green Infrastructure Plans at the District level, developed in-line with 

the agreed County-wide Strategy and Action Plan, and underpinned by standards for the 

provision of public open green space and the formulation of policies in Local Delivery 

Frameworks (LDFs).

Buckinghamshire Walking Strategy

The key drivers for the production of the Buckinghamshire Walking Strategy have been to 

meet the requirements of Central Government to produce a walking strategy as set out in 

Buckinghamshire County Council's Local Transport Plan 2.  

The benefits of having a Walking Strategy are to help promote sustainable transport, 

improve peoples' health and encourage social inclusion. This can be achieved through 

Maintenance of footways & Rights of Way in rural areas will aim to improve access to     

23
Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (ODPM, 2004)
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joint working between partner organisations, better management of the walking asset, and 

a more consistent promotional message of walking as a mode of transport and a 

recreational activity. The Walking Strategy has one key aim: To get more people walking, 

more often, by delivering work more efficiently through improved partnership working.

A number of objectives have been agreed between the partnering organisations to deliver 

this key aim. They are as follows:

1. Creating a joint strategy

2a. Mapping the network; and 

2b. Creating a route mapping system

3a. Managing the walking asset; 

3b. Ensuring walking is considered at all stages in the land use planning process; 

3c. Managing and mitigating the barriers to walking

4. Promoting walking consistently through key message(s)

5. Ensuring work is coordinated and joint efforts are made for seeking and maximizing 

impact of funding streams

Buckinghamshire County Council Sustainability Strategy

This is a high level internal policy document that encompasses and embeds sustainability 

into the heart of all Buckinghamshire County Council operations. The document has an 

action plan that incorporates all service areas that will be reviewed and updated annually. 

The Buckinghamshire Sustainability Partnership Environment Task Group has been 

working on a Countywide climate change Action Plan. The Local Area Agreement (LAA) 

and the Comprehensive Area Agreement (CAA) include climate change and natural 

resource indicators. 

NI185 (Percentage CO2 reduction from Local Authority Operations) is in the LAA. NI186 

(Per Capita CO2 emissions in the Local Authority Area) and NI188 (Planning to adapt to 

climate change) are currently not in the core set of indicators but Buckinghamshire County 

Council is working on delivering these.
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Chapter 3 Case Studies

Case Studies

When planning for Green Infrastructure enhancement or creation it is important to learn 

from previous examples of good practice. This Chapter focuses on five case studies that 

have provided high quality Green Infrastructure projects:

The Forest of Marston Vale - Delivering Green Infrastructure in a Growth Area

Milton Keynes Parks Trust - A 'Trust' approach to Green Infrastructure delivery

Northamptonshire County Council - Pocket Parks Scheme 

River Nene Regional Park - Salcey Forest River Nene Regional Park 

The City of London - Protecting fragile landscapes in South Bucks: Stoke Common
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Delivering Green Infrastructure in a 

Growth Area

Introduction

The Forest of Marston Vale is one of 12 

Community Forests in England.  It was 

established in 1991 to use trees and 

woodlands to transform 61 square miles 

between Bedford and Milton Keynes, 

repairing a degraded landscape scarred 

by decades of clay extraction, brick 

making and landfill. Working with local 

communities, Government and 

businesses, the 40-year vision is to deliver 

environmentally led regeneration of the 

area, whilst providing major recreation, 

biodiversity, and quality of life benefits.

A corporate planting event in Bedford's Green Gateway - Photo by Tony Talbot

Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009

The Forest of Marston Vale was 

established by a partnership between the 

local councils, the Forestry Commission, 

the Countryside Agency and other local 

and national organisations.  In 1997, the 

partners created the Marston Vale Trust, 

an independent registered charity, to take 

forward the creation of the Forest of 

Marston Vale.

Key Factors

The Trust is a social enterprise that owns 

and operates the Forest Centre, a 

purpose-built visitor centre and 
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conferencing facility set in the 225 ha 

Millennium Country Park.  The Forest 

Centre generates revenue for the charity, 

both to manage the Millennium Country 

Park and to secure the Forest Team that 

is delivering the Forest of Marston Vale.  

The Forest of Marston Vale lies at the 

heart of the Milton Keynes and South 

Midlands Growth Area and the pressing 

need for new Green Infrastructure to meet 

the needs of growth in the Vale has 

brought even stronger relevance to the 

aims of the Forest, demonstrating the 

synergy between regeneration and 

growth.  

Funding and Outcomes

Important components of the Green 

Infrastructure delivered by the Forest have 

been secured through Growth Area 

Funding from the Department of 

Communities and Local Government 

(CLG) and through section106 

agreements as well as through grants, 

donations and corporate partnerships.

The Team has secured investments of 

over £8m in environmental infrastructure 

in the last 5 years.  An example of the 

Forest's approach to targeted Green 

Infrastructure provision is Bedford's Green 

Gateway, an area that lies between the 

village of Wootton and the Bedford suburb 

of Kempston which is accommodating a 

duelled and realigned trunk road, a new by 

pass to the West of Bedford and 

approximately 2,500 new houses.  

The Trust has acquired over 100 acres of 

land through section 106 agreements, 

Growth Area Funding, grants and 

corporate donations, to create a 

contiguous area of community woodland 

that is preventing coalescence of the two 

settlements, linking to the existing rights of 

way network and National Cycle Network 

Route 51 and which will help to screen 

growing communities from new roads.  

Local people were actively involved in 

designing the new woodlands and over 

1,000 people from local communities and 

supporting organisations have been 

directly involved in planting trees in the 

Gateway.  The young woodland is already 

well used by local people and the Forest 

plans to continue to extend the community 

woodland over the coming years.

Tony Talbot 

Managing Director, Forest of Marston Vale
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A 'Trust' approach to Green 

Infrastructure delivery

Introduction

The Parks Trust is an 

independent charity that 

cares for Milton Keynes' 

parks and green spaces. It 

was established in 1992 as a 

registered Charity and a 

Company Limited by 

Guarantee with the primary 

objective to “provide, 

maintain and equip parks, 

gardens, landscaped areas 

woodlands, open spaces, 

playing fields, playgrounds 

and recreational amenity space within 

Milton Keynes and the environs thereof”. 

Two secondary objectives are public 

education and provision for recreation 

related to the green spaces.

The Trust cares for a total of around 1800 

hectares of multi-functional strategic green 

space in Milton Keynes, including river 

valleys, woodlands, lakesides, parks and 

wide landscaped areas alongside the 

City's main 'grid' roads, for which the Trust 

holds 999-year leases from the local 

authority. To cover the costs of protecting, 

managing, and promoting these areas, the 

Trust was endowed with an income 

generating commercial property portfolio, 

including local shopping centres and office 

developments, by the Milton Keynes 

Development Corporation. These assets 

were calculated to be of sufficient value to 

generate the income required to maintain 

the open space in perpetuity.

Key factors and benefits

The plan for the new city of Milton Keynes 

included the extensive network of strategic 

Green Infrastructure. This covers about 

20% of the city's area and means no one 

in Milton Keynes is ever more than half a 

mile from a significant area of green 

space.

The structure of the Trust combines a 

voluntary Board of Trustees, made up of 

local people and responsible for setting 

the strategic direction of the Trust, with an 

executive team of professional staff 

responsible for the operational 

management of the green estate, running 

community activities in the parks and 

managing the Trust's commercial estate 

and other income generating assets.

©Milton Keynes Parks Trust
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The income generating 

portfolio/assets and the 

Trust's ability to manage 

these independently 

(within the requirements 

of the Charities Act) has 

addressed the challenge 

of generating sufficient 

income for the Trust to 

meet its Green 

Infrastructure obligations 

and objectives. 

The Trust is an 

independent, single-

purpose organisation 

focused on delivering 

Green Infrastructure to a high standard. It 

is a key stakeholder in Milton Keynes and 

is well respected professionally and by 

local people for the work it does. As well 

as managing a diverse network of green 

spaces and running a popular range of 

community activities based on the parks, 

the Trust is able to apply its knowledge 

and expertise in planning for and 

delivering new Green Infrastructure as the 

city expands.

©Milton Keynes Parks Trust

Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009

Philip Bowsher

Landscape Planning & Development 

Manager

The Parks Trust, Milton Keynes

For more information see 

www.theparkstrust.com
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Northamptonshire County Council:

Pocket Parks Scheme

Photo by Ruth Douglas

Introduction

TThe scheme was introduced in 

the early 1980's following 

identification of a community 

need to provide access to the 

countryside close to where 

people live and work. The 

scheme has gone from strength 

to strength and there are now 

over 85 Pocket Parks across the 

County. All unique and varying in 

size from 0.04ha to 35ha and 

they are now to be found in all 

types of locations from busy town 

centres to quiet villages. Suitable sites 

vary from disused railways lines to old 

orchards and council land to old 

paddocks.

Key Factors

Pocket Parks are open areas of land: 

owned and managed by local people, 

providing free, open access for all at all 

times and helping to protect and conserve 

local wildlife, heritage and landscape.

The scheme is delivered by one full-time 

officer who supports the existing pocket 

parks. They also manage the pocket 

parks scheme grant which support the 

initial establishment of new parks. The 

officer's role assists and supports the 

communities desire to create new pocket 

parks and as a result approximately 2 to 3 

new parks are established each year.

Benefits & Outcomes

This national awarded scheme has 

provided over 160ha of community 

managed greenspace – the equivalent of 

around 260 football pitches. The entire 

cost of the Pocket Parks Scheme to the 

County Council is less than the cost of one 

Pelican Crossing.

Environmental, culturally & socially, pocket 

parks:

§Raise environmental awareness 

through education and practical 

conservation             

§Ensure sustainable management of 

greenspace                               

§Promote biodiversity              

§Provide venues for community events                                             

§Raise awareness of local heritage 
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§Leave a lasting legacy to future 

generations

§Empower local people to make 

decisions about their environment 

§Improve health, fitness and wellbeing                                              

§Help to make communities safer and 

more cohesive, as skills and confidence to 

tackle new challenges develop.

Funding 

The Scheme is funded by 

Northamptonshire County Council. The 

scheme funds new parks with a start-up 

grant of maximum £5,333, supported by 

the local borough/district council. After 

their first year, Pocket Parks are generally 

independent and source their own funding. 

The project helps establish new parks so 

that they can attract external funding and 

are sustainable in the long term.

Ruth Douglas

Pocket Parks Officer

Northamptonshire County Council
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Salcey Forest River Nene 

Regional Park

©River Nene Regional Park

Introduction

Salcey Forest is ancient woodland, owned 

and managed by the Forestry 

Commission, situated on the clay plateau 

between Northampton and Milton Keynes. 

As a woodland site, it has always been an 

important public recreation area, and is 

hugely important for nature conservation. 

However, before the project to improve 

the woodland, visitor numbers were 

declining (fewer than 100,000 per year), 

facilities were tired, and the public 

perception of the site was often negative. 

Key Factors

Initially, trails for walking and cycling were 

created, bridges were built to protect 

important archaeological features 

remaining from the medieval hunting 

forest, and a woodland cafe was built. 

Building on these initial successes, further 

funding was secured for the development 

of the River Nene Regional Park's first 

'signature project', a tree top trail. This 

300m aerial walkway, made from 

sustainable and locally sourced timber 

gives people a 'squirrel's eye' view of the 

forest as they ascend a gentle slope from 

the ground level to the forest canopy. This 

gently sloping gradient, along with 

specially designed flat stopping areas, 
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©River Nene Regional Park

means that the trail is easy to use by 

those in wheelchairs or with pushchairs. 

The opening of the tree top trail has 

attracted thousands of visitors to Salcey 

Forest.

Funding

As the site is within the Milton Keynes and 

South Midlands growth area, funding to 

support Green Infrastructure projects was 

available through the Government's 

Growth Area Fund. 

The success of the project has been 

demonstrated by the British Construction 

Industry Environment award, and the 

250,000 visitors that use the site every 

year, with over 1,000 a day during busy 

periods. Capital funding was provided by 

the River Nene Regional Park through the 

Growth Area Fund and the Forestry 

Commission is responsible for the long 

term management and funding of the site. 

Laura Kitson, Project Officer, 

River Nene Regional Park

Page 49



Protecting fragile landscapes in South Bucks: 

Stoke Common  

Photo by: A Barnard

Introduction

The City of London has a 

long track record of 

managing top class open 

spaces and has owned 

Burnham Beeches 

National Nature Reserve 

in South 

Buckinghamshire for 127 

years.  The City 

recognises that such 

fragile landscapes are 

ultimately unsustainable 

unless they can be 

reconnected to the wider 

countryside and valued 

by people for their contribution to 

biodiversity and access.  Stoke Common 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is 

1.5 miles from Burnham Beeches and 

once formed part of a much larger, ancient 

landscape that included both sites.

Key factors

South Bucks District Council (SBDC) had 

owned Stoke Common since 1993 and 

recognised that they had neither the 

resources nor the expertise to restore this 

rare and fragile heathland habitat. This 

was made particularly evident when the 

SSSI was assessed as being in 

'unfavourable and declining condition'. 

SBDC recognised the City of London's 

reputation at Burnham Beeches for habitat 

and access management and that the City 

had staff and other resources locally 

available.  Both organisations recognised 

that these benefits could be used to the 

advantage of Stoke Common and on that 

basis ownership of the land was 

transferred to the City of London in 2007.

Benefits

Biodiversity - The SSSI has immediately 

benefited from the change of ownership. A 

new site specific management plan is 

currently being written by the Burnham 

Beeches team who have a strong track 

record of land/habitat restoration,  links to 

recognised experts and the resources (or 

the means to create resources) to target 

and meet the specific needs of the site.  
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Access for all - Access and protection of 

the site are now assured 'in perpetuity' via 

the City of London's Open Spaces Act of 

1878.

Sense of Place - The support of the local 

community is key to the successful 

management of the site.  The City of 

London is already forging new links and 

encouraging local stakeholder 

involvement.

Healthy lifestyles The protection of the 

site for recreation ensures that the local 

population have permanent access to high 

quality open space on their doorstep.  Low 

key improvements to the access network 

will enhance opportunities to use the site 

for fresh air, exercise and tranquillity.

Connectivity - The management plan 

reintegrates Stoke Common with the wider 

landscape and recognises the importance 

of further enhancing these links.

An integrated approach to provision - 

The City of London has gained a larger 

platform from which to influence local 

planning decisions to the benefit of the 

countryside in the area.  

Outcomes so far

§Targeted action plan to achieve 

sustainable conservation aims.

§Partnership working with local 

graziers, local authorities, businesses, 

and contractors. 

§Income generation to the area via 

grant applications including the 

employment of local people.

§The formation of a local volunteers 

group managed jointly by the City of 

London and the British Trust for 

Conservation Volunteers.  This has 

already provided a 3 year, full time 

post.

§Enhanced local stakeholder 

involvement.

§Enhanced access and information 

provision for visitors.

§Potential use of an adjacent brown 

field site to directly support the 

management of the SSSI 

Funding

Long term funding has been sourced from 

the City of London and South Bucks 

District Council. The Heritage Lottery 

Fund is supporting the formation of the 

volunteer scheme.  An application under 

the Higher Level Stewardship scheme will 

be submitted in 2008 to help meet the 10 

year cost of achieving favourable 

condition for the SSSI.  The grazing 

scheme may be able to use 'Leader' 

funding to enhance provision of high 

quality beef to a local audience.

Andy Barnard                           

Superintendent of Burnham Beeches and 

Stoke Common                           

City of London
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Overview of Resources 

Buckinghamshire has a wealth of Green Infrastructure resources that provide benefits to 

both people and wildlife.  This section provides an overview of these resources 

concentrating on access, biodiversity, landscape and historic environments. 

The major Green Infrastructure resources of strategic significance in Buckinghamshire are 
24

illustrated in Figure 4.1. These include:

Accessible Green Infrastructure 

This resource is highly varied and includes land which is normally available for open 

access on foot such as:

·Country Parks, for example Black Park, Langley Park, Denham and Thorney

·43ha of Open Access land provided under the provisions of the Countryside and             

Rights of Way Act 2000 which includes commons, heaths and downs.

·Forestry Commission land; National Trust land; Woodland Trust land

Chapter 4 Analysis of Green Infrastructure Resources

24
It should be noted that individual sites or areas can fall within several of the other resources.
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·Nature Reserves managed by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT).

Countryside Access Routes  

The County has a 3324km Rights of Way network, which is predominantly a 'walking' 

network with c. 2600km of footpaths of which c. 1270km are promoted recreational routes 

(including sections of The Ridgeway and Thames Path National Trails).

The Rights of Way network also includes c. 580km of bridleways. Buckinghamshire also 

benefits from c.80km of navigable waterways and towpaths including the River Thames 

and the Grand Union Canal.

Biodiversity and the Natural Environment  

The County contains a diverse but highly fragmented range of semi-natural habitats - 

including woodland; heathland; rivers, canals, streams, lakes and other water bodies; 

wetlands; and grasslands. 

Whilst over 80 percent of Buckinghamshire is rural in nature, only 4 percent of the 

County's biodiversity resources are currently protected by nature conservation 

designations. 

Designated sites include 3 Special Areas for Conservation, 2 National Nature Reserves, 

60 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 342 Local Wildlife Sites (formerly County Wildlife 

Sites), 15 Local Nature Reserves and over 1000 Biological Notification Sites. 

Historic Environment 

The County contains a wealth of historical landscapes and features including:

·Ancient hunting forests and ancient woodland

·34 registered historic parks and gardens

·141 scheduled ancient monuments

·Over 6,000 listed buildings and numerous villages of special historic and architectural     

conservation interest. Many of these heritage sites are accessible to the public such      

as the 17 National Trust properties within the County

·Over 16,000 archaeological sites or features are recorded on the County Sites and          

Monuments Record. The County also has a rich, diverse and generally well-preserved               

historic landscape. 
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Distinctive, High Quality and Diverse Landscapes 

The character of the County's landscapes is one of diversity and contrasts. It is primarily a 

rural County, and has a clear separation between town and countryside. 

The clay vales in the north are predominantly rural with small market towns and villages, 

whilst the wooded heaths and commons in the south are juxtaposed with a number of 

urban areas. 

Over a quarter of Buckinghamshire is included within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty where the wooded chalk hills, escarpment and villages and towns are 

particularly distinctive. 

A third of Buckinghamshire is protected as Metropolitan Green Belt, mostly in the south of 

the County where it meets the Colne Valley Regional Park and the outer London 

boroughs. The southern extent of the County is marked by the distinctive landscape of the 

Thames Valley shared with Berkshire. 

Methodology

It is essential that documents that are intended to have a role in informing and guiding 

planning processes are robust in their methods of analysis. This Strategy uses spatial 

representations of the County's Green Infrastructure assets based on information derived 

from Buckinghamshire County Council's Geographical Information System database and 

consultation with professionals in Green Infrastructure management. Assets have been 

examined across the board, incorporating accessible greenspace, biodiversity, heritage, 

access routes and landscapes on an equal basis and integrating these themes in order to 

assess and identify areas of provision, opportunity and deficiency. 

ANGSt Based Assessment of Green Infrastructure 

The overall approach used in the identification, analysis and interpretation of Green 

Infrastructure in this Strategy conforms to a nationally recognised approach and is 

consistent with that used in neighbouring counties. The assessment of Green 

Infrastructure provision, opportunity and deficiency in this Strategy is based upon the 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) by Natural England and the Forestry 
25

Commission and supported by national Government.

ANGSt is considered a national benchmark, and is accepted as: forming part of 

Government guidance on strategic green space provision having the best fit to Green 

Infrastructure planning and assessment being important for assessing levels and assisting 

in the production of standards and targets.

Forestry Commission and High Weald AONB Unit

25
McKernan and Grose, 2007:  'An analysis of accessible natural greenspace provision in the South East. 



Figure 4.1 Overview of Green Infrastructure Resources in Buckinghamshire
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the controller of Her Majesty's 
Stationary Office© Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes 
Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
© Copyright Buckinghamshire County Council Licence No. 100021529 2009

Imagery © GeoPerspectives.com
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The Standard emphasises the importance of communities having easy access to different 

sizes of natural and semi-natural green spaces close to where they live and provides two 

measures of analysis based on scale (sizes of green space provision) and catchment 

(representing the zone of influence provided by a provision and the distance that people 

are prepared to travel). 

The ANGSt model states:

§No person should live more that 300 m from their nearest area of natural greenspace  

of at least 2 ha in size (and at least 2ha of accessible natural greenspace per 1000      

population).

§There should be at least one accessible 20 ha site within 2 km of home.

§There should be one accessible 100 ha site within 5 km of home.

§There should be one accessible 500 ha site within 10 km of home. 

ANGSt emphasises the importance of communities having easy access to natural (and 

semi-natural) Green Infrastructure close to where they live.  In-line with the Sustainable 

Communities agenda, such spaces provide important opportunities for people to 

experience biodiversity and 'natural' areas as part of their everyday lives, and provide 

recognised benefits for health and wellbeing. As such, the use of ANGSt to enable 

comparative measures of provision and quality of life opportunities between communities 

is recommended. 

Issues with Assessing Green Infrastructure Provision

For the purpose of analysing and assessing the provision of Green Infrastructure at a 

strategic level, this Green Infrastructure Strategy employs the ANGSt model. Key to the 

decision to use ANGSt is the need to use an approach supported at a national policy level 

(e.g. Planning Policy Guidance through PPG17). The standard is generally accepted as 

the most appropriate measure by professionals working in planning and development. 

It must be pointed out however that ANGSt is a quantitative measure that does not take 

into consideration:

Site quality – measurement does not assess the level of quality of a site nor whether it 

has visitor facilities. 

Site capacity – although assessment can show that an urban area is well provided for in 

terms of Green Infrastructure provision, it is not indicative of whether a particular site has 

the capacity to receive any more visitors not whether it is underused.



Site sensitivity – a site of high sensitivity (e.g. SSSI) may not be able to support a 

proposed increased use or visitation due to the nature of its sensitivity.   

Linear access (RoW) – ANGSt is not a sufficient measurement of public Rights of Way 

(which are themselves able to contribute greatly to Green Infrastructure provision). 

At a local/ District level the ANGSt measure, on its own, is not sufficient for greenspace 

analysis and must be used along with other measures of assessment useful and 

appropriate to local provision and needs. This Strategy supports the guidance provided in 

PPG17 that suitable means of assessment of local green space and Green Infrastructure 

provision should be developed and measured at the local level. The use of the National 

Playing Fields Association (NPFA) 6 Acre Standard (6 acres/1000 people) is not 

considered to be a relevant measurement in this respect. This strategy however supports 

the use of the 6 Acre Standard for the assessment of sport pitches and play area provision 

in urban areas. 

Accessible Green Infrastructure and Countryside Access Routes 

This section provides a strategic overview of the quantity, quality and accessibility of Green 

Infrastructure resources in Buckinghamshire. Green Infrastructure current and projected 

deficits across the County are also examined in this section. 

Over 80 percent of Buckinghamshire is rural, with landscapes made up primarily of 

privately owned farmland and woodlands. Within rural areas there are many sites 

accessible to the public, either as managed public sites, such as country parks, or as 

statutory open access land, although the spread and distribution of these sites is uneven. 

Much of Buckinghamshire is accessible via the Rights of Way network, which together with 

access sites provides valuable opportunities for countryside recreation for urban-based 

populations within and around the County. This County-level strategy focuses on defining 

this strategic network of accessible Green Infrastructure and access links that connect 

town and country. 

A strategic audit of the existing supply of accessible Green Infrastructure in 

Buckinghamshire (provided in Appendix E) provides a strategic assessment of future 

needs for accessible Green Infrastructure provision in response to the demands of 

expanding communities within Buckinghamshire, and around the County's boundaries. 

The assessment also considered the existing network of countryside access routes that 

link Green Infrastructure sites to settlements and the wider countryside. 

In accordance with Planning Policy Guidance 17 (PPG17) requirements, the District 

authorities in Buckinghamshire have, or are currently undertaking, assessments of 

accessible greenspaces within their areas. Underpinned by this Green Infrastructure 

Strategy, this work will help identify and assess the variety of open spaces with public 
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access in urban areas such as grass verges along roads, allotments, school playing fields 

and sports pitches, local nature reserves and gardens that provide greenspaces of 

amenity and ecological value. 

Strategic Audit of Existing Accessible Green Infrastructure

For the purposes of this audit accessible strategic Green Infrastructure is defined as land 

largely outside of urban areas that is normally available for public access on foot, 

providing opportunities for open access for informal recreational activities. In many urban 

areas there are important areas of greenspace, however most of these sites are less than 

2 ha in size and are not fully considered in this Strategy. The extent and distribution of the 

different categories of land that meet this definition of accessible Green Infrastructure is 

shown on Figure 4.2 and includes: 

§Countryside Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 Open Access Land (commons, heaths    

and downs) 
26

§Country Parks  

§Woodland Trust Land with Open Access

§Forestry Commission Land 
27

§National Trust Land with Open Access  
28

§Buckinghamshire County Council Land with Open Access
29

§Nature Reserves  

Buckinghamshire's accessible Green Infrastructure of significance (defined on size 

criteria) is listed in the classification provided in Appendix E. In line with PPG17 

recommendations, and to conform to a strategic approach to analysis, a minimum size 

threshold of 2 ha has been applied. 

It is recommended that local or District level Green Infrastructure Studies and Green 

Space Plans should go beyond the 2 ha threshold used in this Strategy.  Excellent 

guidance on how to approach the assessment and analysis of green spaces and provision 

is provided in PPG17 and in a range of documents published by organisations such as 
30

CABE Space.

Strategic Audit of Existing Countryside Access Routes 

Buckinghamshire is endowed with an intricate network of countryside access routes, 

linking communities and providing access in and out of the main settlements, and enables 

access to accessible Green Infrastructure sites and landscapes in the wider countryside. 

included in this assessment.

26
Urban parks and other major open spaces in urban areas owned/managed by District Councils are not 

included in this assessment.
28

Other than Country Parks owned by Buckinghamshire County Council
29

Includes the County's 2 NNRs, 15 LNRs and other land managed as nature reserves by the Wildlife Trusts
30

Available via CABE SPACE website http://www.cabe.org.uk/     

27
Urban parks and other major open spaces in urban areas owned/managed by District Councils are not 



Figure 4.2 Overview of Existing Countryside Access Routes of Strategic Significance 
in Buckinghamshire
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The existing network of countryside access routes considered to be of greatest strategic 

significance in Buckinghamshire is presented in Figure 4.2 and listed in Appendix E.  

These routes include: 

§Promotional Recreational Routes – the network of routes for walkers, horse riders and 

cyclists actively promoted by Natural England (National Trails) and Buckinghamshire        

County Council.  The Chilterns Conservation Board also promotes recreation routes       

including the Chilterns County series. The Chiltern Society has developed the Chiltern       

Way, a long distance route circumnavigating the Chiltern Hills. 

§The Public Rights of Way network – the network of bridleways (access on foot,                

horseback or pedal cycle), byways (access on foot, horseback, pedal cycles and            

wheeled vehicles of all kinds) and footpaths (access on foot only).  

§Strategic waterways and towpaths – the network of navigable river/canal routes for         

watercraft that provides access for walking and cycling. 

Strategic Assessment of Accessible Green Infrastructure Provision and Access 

Route Network Linkages 

The Public Rights of Way network provides important linkages between settlements and 

the wider countryside (Figure 4.2). Research illustrates that, whilst there is an extensive 

network of promoted routes in north Buckinghamshire, many of these have poor direct 

links to centres of population. Many routes provide important opportunities for informal 

recreation and allow exploration of otherwise 'underused' area of the County and would 

provide many benefits if they could be better linked to urban areas. 

Figure 4.3 identifies the location and distribution of accessible Green Infrastructure in each 

of the above size categories in relation to the main settlements to establish areas of 

deficiency measured against the ANGSt requirements. Based on this data, an assessment 

of accessible greenspace provision by settlement is set out in Appendix E. 

Table 4.1 shows the percentage of households in each District and the Buckinghamshire 
31

that meet ANGSt.  It illustrates that Aylesbury Vale is the most deficient in accessible 

greenspace. The relative under provision of greenspace will be exacerbated by new urban 

growth unless: new accessible green space is provided; links to existing sites are 

improved; and current suitable sites receive investment to enable them to withstand 

increased use from the increase in population.

For this study settlements with a population over 3000 (based on 2001 census figures) are 

considered. This threshold is used as it is considered to encompass all the main 

settlements in Buckinghamshire (i.e. market towns and larger villages) where demand for 

accessible natural greenspace provision in the South East’

31
From: Kernan and Grose, 2007(Forestry Commission and High Weald AONB Unit) 'An analysis of 
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access to greenspace is of greatest significance in a County-wide context. There are 19 

settlements in Buckinghamshire with a population over 3000. Assessment reveals that 

only five of the settlements considered in this study met the minimum ANGSt 

requirements for provision of larger accessible natural greenspace. These are: 

  

     Aston Clinton      Amersham       Buckingham      Chesham      Wendover

The assessment found that all 19 settlements are well subscribed in relation to the 

minimum ANGSt requirements of 2ha of accessible greenspace per 1000 population. 

However, none of the other 19 settlements currently meet the minimum requirements with 

respect to the provision of accessible greenspace combination of 20ha, 100ha and 500ha. 

Significantly, Aylesbury Vale does not meet the Standard in respect of providing at least 

one 20ha site within 2km and one 500ha site within 10km. There is also seen to be a 

general deficiency of accessible Green Infrastructure over 100ha in Aylesbury Vale 

District.

An assessment of accessible greenspace provision by District is provided in Table 4.1 

(existing situation) and Table 2 (projected situation for 2026) in Appendix E. This analysis 

Table 4.1   Table showing percentage of households that meet the ANGSt 

Requirements in Buckinghamshire

% of households meeting requirement

Aylesbury Vale         68,248           7         16         27         15          1          69        32

Chiltern                    37,514          16        59         70          33         2            0          0

South Bucks            26,727          24         86       100         46          7           0          0

Wycombe                66,689          28         89         96          0           0           2          1

Total 
County                  199,178         18         58         68         18           2         24        11
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shows that, at the District level, current provision of accessible greenspace exceeds the 

ANGSt requirement of 2ha per 1000 population – both now and in 2026 (Draft South East 

Plan looks at spatial vision for the region up to 2026). However, analysis shows that 

provision at all tiers in the hierarchy is poorly distributed in relation to the main 

settlements, particularly those in Aylesbury Vale District.  Other issues need also to be 

addressed, particularly those in relation to how the availability of current provision may be 

affected by growth related requirements of communities beyond the County boundary.  

Need for Enhanced Provision 

Based on ANGSt, this assessment has identified the need to provide new accessible 

natural greenspace in appropriate locations in order to meet the needs of growth 

communities within and around the County over the next twenty years. An enhanced level 

of provision would need to be supported by improvements to the public rights of way 

network in-line with the Buckinghamshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan. It is 

recommended that new provision of accessible greenspace sites and linkages are 

undertaken in order to: 

§Address the spatial deficiencies in provision identified by this study for specific                               

settlements.

§Link into the strategic access route network. 

§Take into account the opportunities for enhancement of Green Infrastructure assets    

such as natural habitats, historic environment assets and landscapes identified                    

elsewhere in this Strategy. 

The quality of accessible Green Infrastructure within the County is of key importance. 

'Quality' in this context includes the range, condition and adequacy of facilities available 

within accessible sites and whether these are sufficient to meet the needs of the 

surrounding population. For example, larger areas of accessible Green Infrastructure may 

need public toilets, play areas, other recreational facilities as well as improved access 

facilities and opportunities that accommodate special needs. The design and positioning 

of such facilities can help focus visitor pressures into areas of a site where pressure is 

best absorbed. A quality audit would require more detailed, site based assessment of 

Green Infrastructure areas identified to assess the overall quality of provision. Although 

this work is outside of the scope of this Strategy, initial work to audit the quality of selected 

Green Infrastructure in the south of the County has been commissioned by the North West 
32 33London Green Arc Partnership using Green Flag Standards  as a benchmark.  This work 

is recommended as a useful model for auditing local Green Infrastructure provision in the 

County to inform priorities for management and future investment.

33
South Bucks Heaths and Commons and the Colne Valley Regional Park Greenspace Site Audits (CBA for 

the North West London Green Arc Partnership, March 2007)

32
Green Flag Standards http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk



Figure 4.3 
Publicly Accessible Green Infrastructure 
in Buckinghamshire based on
the ANGSt model
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Summary 

Areas of the County, such as the Chilterns, South Bucks and the Thames Valley are 

relatively well provided for in terms of their accessible Green Infrastructure networks. 

Elsewhere, such as the north and around Aylesbury have comparatively less provision and 

do not meet ANGSt requirements.  It is recommended that measures be put in place to 

address this deficiency. 

Much of the Green Infrastructure especially in the south of the County serves large 

population centres in neighbouring areas. As described in ANGSt, most people need 

accessible Green Infrastructure close to where they live so that they can gain access 

directly from their homes without the need to travel. A high quality experience for all users 

is also a primary consideration. 

Whilst there is a high value for spaces on people's doorsteps it is also most important to 

realise that people will always be drawn to key existing Green Infrastructure assets within 

the County.  Priorities need to be put in place to address how these sites can be better 

supported in order to meet these demands and how new opportunities can be created in 

order to reduce the increasing pressures put on sites that are already at capacity or have 

high sensitivity. 

This Strategy recommends that local or District level Green Infrastructure studies and 

greenspace plans should be undertaken in accordance with PPG17 that 'drill-down' 

beyond the thresholds levels used in the strategic approach used to prepare this Strategy 

and assess elements such as carrying capacity, use, sensitivity and quality.

The Buckinghamshire GIC provides a guideline methodology for the assessment of Green 

Infrastructure at local levels and the engagement of communities in this process.

Environmental Context and Strategic Opportunities

This section outlines the existing Green Infrastructure assets in urban and rural 

Buckinghamshire and provides a Geographical Information System (GIS) analysis of the 

strategic opportunities for Green Infrastructure. The assets are considered in relation to 

the following key themes: 

§Biodiversity and the Natural Environment

§Historic Environment

§Landscape Character

§Accessible Green Infrastructure (See Analysis section)

§Access Routes (See Analysis section)

Biodiversity and the Natural Environment

Buckinghamshire's varied geology and topography gives rise to a County rich in 

landscape and wildlife. There are many rare species of plants and animals in 



Figure 4.4 Existing Biodiversity Resources – Designated Sites
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Buckinghamshire that are among the rarest in the UK.  It is essential that our existing 

biodiversity resources are conserved and this is an important focus of this Strategy. This 

sub section examines existing biodiversity resources in Buckinghamshire and 

concentrates on the Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).

Existing Biodiversity Resources

Buckinghamshire has a wealth of existing Biodiversity resources including Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest, special areas of conservation, local nature reserves, local wildlife sites 

and ancient woodland. (see Figure 4.4).

The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), established by The 

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Partnership (BMKBP), identifies the 

following key wildlife habitats in the County as a priority for conservation, based on the UK 
35BAP habitats of Arable and Horticulture; Earth Heritage Sites; and Urban Habitats:

§Acid Grassland §Arable Field Margins

§Calcareous Grassland §Chalk Rivers

§Eutrophic Standing Water §Fens

§Hedgerows §Lowland Heathland

§Lowland Meadows §Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously

§Reedbeds              Developed Land Ponds

§Rivers and Streams §Traditional Orchards

§Woodlands (including Lowland Mixed §Wood Pasture and Parkland 

Deciduous Woodlands, Lowland Beech 

and Yew Woodland and Wet Woodland)

Strategic Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping 

The BAP notes that 'only 4% of the County is protected by designation as National Nature 

Reserves (NNR), Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) or Wildlife Sites but 82% of Buckinghamshire is rural in nature. Due to the small 

size of the protected biodiversity resources and its highly fragmented nature, sustainable 

biodiversity can only come about through the targeting of resources for appropriate habitat 

management and for large scale habitat restoration and creations to increase the existing 

resource and reverse the effects of fragmentation.' 

In response, the BMKBP has recently undertaken preliminary work to identify 27 'Areas of 

Biodiversity Opportunity' in Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes. These areas, shown in 

Figure 4.5 indicate at a strategic level, where habitat management, restoration and 

creations would be most beneficial in Buckinghamshire. Biodiversity Opportunity Areas  

(BOA) are indicative, thus their boundaries may be subject to change as more detailed 

34

Group. Report on the Species and Habitat Review. Report to the UK Biodiversity Partnership. June 2007.
35

For information on specific BAP species and protected species please refer to the Bucks & MK BAP 

(2000-10) or visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/content/index.jsp?contentid=978055313

34
For a list of protected species and BAP species please refer to: Biodiversity reporting and Information 



Figure 4.5 Biodiversity Opportunity Areas in Buckinghamshire and the South East

The Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) map depicts the regional priority 
areas of opportunity for restoration and creation of Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) habitats. This is a spatial representation of the BAP targets and are 
areas of opportunity, not constraint. The BOAs shown in the map do not 
include all the BAP habitat in the region, nor do they include all the areas 
where BAP habitat could exist. In particular, more work is needed to develop 
approaches in urban and in marine environments.

The Biodiversity Opportunity Areas Map is the property of the members of the 
South East England Biodiversity Forum. For more information please see 
www.sebiodiversity.org.uk
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information becomes available and it is not intended that they are used at a local scale for 

site planning purposes. 

BOAs include areas where there are concentrations of designated sites and priority 

habitats and/or natural linking features such as river corridors, valleys and escarpments. 

This approach allows biodiversity conservation action to be targeted at a landscape scale. 

Buckinghamshire and Miltom Keyney Biodiversity Opportunity Areas are described in 

Table 4.2

N.B. (*) - Areas shared between the administrative areas of Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes. 

        (**) - Areas exclusive to Milton Keynes.

Table 4.2   Areas of Biodiversity Opportunity 

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas
Ashridge & Ivinghoe Beacon Bernwood
Brill & Muswell Hill Central Chilterns Chalk Rivers
Chess Valley Chiltern Escarpment
Colne Valley Dunsmore Woods
Gomm Valley Greensand Ridge (*)
Hambleden & Wormsley Valleys Medmenham
Ouse Valley (**) Radnage Valley
South Bucks Heaths & Parklands South Western Commons
Thame Valley Upper Hughenden Valley
Upper Ray Wendover Woodlands
Whaddon Chase Whittlewood Forest
Yardley Chase (**)

BOAs identified by neighbouring counties
Bray to Eton Pits & Meadows Chilterns Dipslope and Plateau
Chilterns Escarpment North Haymill Valley
Otmoor

County Biodiversity Opportunity Areas
Chess Valley - Headlands extension Claydon & Padbury Streams
Colne Valley - Ancient Woodlands extension Milton Keynes City (**)
North Bucks Fens Ouse Valley in Aylesbury Vale
Ouzel Valley (*) Prestwood
Thame Valley - extension Thames Valley
Tingewick Meadows & Woodlands

The primary function of Areas of Biodiversity Opportunity is to allow the BMKBP to focus 

the delivery of the BAP to 2010 and beyond. Of the 27 areas, the Partnership has 

prioritised the following for the initial delivery of the BAP, with the other areas to be brought 

forwards as and when opportunities or needs arise:

§Bernwood and Brill §Chess Valley

§Chiltern Escarpment §Colne Valley

§Greensand Ridge §Ludgershall and the Claydons 

§Ouse Valley §Radnage Valley

§South Bucks Heaths and Parklands §Upper Ray
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Appendix F provides a brief outline of each Biodiversity Opportunity Area, detailing BAP 

habitat and species targets and delivering these in conjunction with existing projects. It is 

intended that the Biodiversity Opportunity Areas will be integrated with opportunities for 

enhancing access, historic environment assets and landscapes throughout the County. 

This process will need to ensure that priorities for biodiversity management, restoration and 

creation, endorsed by BMKBP, are fully incorporated as a fundamental element of this 

Strategy allowing for the planning and management of Green Infrastructure across 

Buckinghamshire.  

Summary

Buckinghamshire contains a biologically diverse range of semi-natural habitats – from 

woodland, heath land, and grasslands to rivers, streams and wetlands – that support a 

diversity of wildlife species. As identified by the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes BAP 

(2000-2010), these habitats are under considerable pressure yet only 4% of the County's 

biodiversity resources (by land area) are currently protected by nature conservation 

designations. Much of the resource is also isolated and highly fragmented. 

There are significant opportunities, through Green Infrastructure provision and the 

appropriate targeting and application of agri-environment schemes, to enhance the 

connectivity of the biodiversity network by linking, buffering and enhancing existing 

habitats, and through the (re)creation of habitats on a landscape-scale.

The Historic Environment

 

Existing Historic Environment

Conserving and realising the potential of Buckinghamshire's historic environment, including 

archaeological earthworks and ruins, standing historic buildings and surviving historic 

landscapes as part of the wider Green Infrastructure network is a key focus for this 

Strategy.

Buckinghamshire's historic environment is distinctive and diverse. It has developed through 

a history of human activity, and people have left behind a unique physical record of their 

lives and stories that spans over 450,000 years. The historic environment of 

Buckinghamshire comprises landscapes, towns, villages and buildings, and archaeological 

sites and features. Characteristic features of this predominantly rural County include: 

prehistoric and Roman settlements; medieval earthworks of deserted villages, moats and 

ridge and historic towns and villages with a rich vernacular architecture; large country 

houses set within historic parks and gardens; historic field patterns and ancient woodlands; 

railways; and canal networks. Buckinghamshire is particularly renowned for its fine rural 

landscapes containing many historic parks and gardens including the internationally 

significant 'English Versailles' at Stowe. 
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Buckinghamshire's historic environment also makes a valuable contribution to recreation 

and tourism through visitor attractions. The following existing heritage-related attractions 

within Buckinghamshire have been identified as having a strategic level interest:

§Chiltern's Open Air Museum

§Chenies

§Cliveden House

§Langley Park

§Stowe Landscape Park

§Waddesdon House

§West Wycombe Landscape Park

§Quainton Railway Centre

§Buckinghamshire County Museum

§Bletchley Park Museum 

The historic environment is a combined description of an area's built heritage, archaeology 

and historic landscape. Some of the resource lies hidden beneath the ground in the form 

of archaeological deposits; these assets cannot normally be directly perceived by local 

people and visitors but can indirectly contribute to Green Infrastructure through museums, 

interpretation boards, local history and sense of place. They can sometimes provide a 

focus for community-based archaeological projects. Other elements, such as the area's 

historic buildings and landscape, supply a highly visible record of agriculture, industry and 

commerce over the millennia and now form an integral aspect of peoples' daily lives.

71.08% Enclosures

Figure 4.6 Historic Landscape Types in Buckinghamshire
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Figure 4.7 Historic Landscape Zones in Buckinghamshire
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Many historic landscape features are also important elements of the natural environment, 

such as commons, down-land and ancient woodlands. The built part of the historic 

environment is equally rich, with towns, villages and hamlets spanning 1000 or more years 

of history, supplying vibrant environments for modern communities. It is important 

therefore to place weight on conserving and realizing the potential of the visible 

components of the historic environment, archaeological earthworks and ruins, standing 

historic buildings and surviving historic landscapes. In some cases restoration or even re-

creation of past structures and landscapes may be desirable. Other assets can provide 

opportunities; for example a canal towpath or railway might be re-invigorated as a cycling 

route. 

 

The historic environment is sensitive to change. It needs to be properly understood before 

change is planned so that it retains enough historic character and can make its full 

contribution to shaping future communities. The historic environment can provide a range 

of public benefits as many of the historic landscapes and protected monuments are a 

visitor focus and already provide areas of accessible greenspace. The implementation of 

this Green Infrastructure Strategy could assist in the restoration and enhancement of the 

historic environment.  

Historic Landscape Characterisation

The aim of the Historic Landscape Characterisation is to create a clear and consistent 

model of the historic landscape, which could be used to plan for a future that retains the 

distinctive historic characteristics of Buckinghamshire's landscape. As part of the project a 

list of Historic Landscape Types (HLTs) found throughout Buckinghamshire has been 

compiled. Landscapes were then assigned to a type and mapped accordingly. 

The proportional distribution of HLTs throughout Buckinghamshire is indicated illustratively 

in Figure 4.6.  Analysis illustrates enclosed fields as forming the dominant landscape 

character of Buckinghamshire, accounting for over 71% of the County:

Buckinghamshire County Council has also defined 64 draft Historic Landscape Zones for 

the entire County (see Figure 4.7). These Zones reflect distinct patterns of landscape 

character that illustrate a broadly common history and visible heritage. The defining of the 

Historic Landscape Zones in the County has been strongly influenced by the 

Buckinghamshire Historic Landscape Characterisation Study, but also takes into account 

other aspects of the historic environment - including archaeological sites, historic buildings 

and documented historic land units such as Parishes, townships, forests and major 

estates. Buckinghamshire's Historic Landscape Zones aim to provide an integrated spatial 

framework for understanding and managing the County's historic environment assets – 

including the built heritage, archaeology and historic landscape.
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Figure 4.8 Historic Landscape Opportunities in Buckinghamshire
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There is much scope to further incorporate Historic Landscape Characterisation in the 

Green Infrastructure process. The MKSM Historic Environment Assessment made positive 

suggestions on where development could support the restoration and enhancement of the 

historic environment through new accessible Green Infrastructure provision. Whaddon 

Chase, on the southern fringe of Milton Keynes, provides a key location identified in the 

MKSM study. The former hunting forest could be reinstated as a community park and 

woodland alongside other recreational and agricultural uses and would provide a valuable 

'green buffer' to growth proposals beyond the Buckinghamshire County boundary. 

 

Strategic Historic Environment Opportunities

Chris Blandford Associates (2007) used the HLC and other historic environment 

information to identify 38 Historic Environment Opportunity Areas (Figure 4.8). 

These provide strategic countryside areas with opportunities for enhancing the 

management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of historic environment assets 

for the benefit of local communities, visitors and businesses. They represent seven key 

strategic themes (Historic Opportunity Themes), which have the potential to contribute to 

Green Infrastructure functions. 

Table 4.3 provides an indicative overview of each Historic Opportunity Theme and its 

expected relationship with overall Green Infrastructure functions as obviously positive; 

potentially positive or obviously negative. The potential to realise these functions in a 

specific location will be variable but will require undertaking detailed site-specific 

considerations that are beyond the remit of this Strategy.

Appendix G provides an assessment for each Historic Environment Opportunity Area 

identifying the key assets, management issues and opportunities for enhanced 

management, presentation, interpretation/ intellectual access and physical access specific 

to each area.

Summary

There are a range of strategic opportunities for enhancing the historic environment and a 

number of key strategic themes have potential to contribute to Green Infrastructure 

functions throughout Buckinghamshire. In addition to the conservation of existing assets, 

an appreciation of the historic environment can provide inspiration for locally distinctive 

opportunities and solutions. For example, areas of former woodland might be re-planted 

for wood-fuel or to screen new development; historic canals, railways and tracks can be 

promoted for new access routes and ancient monuments incorporated into expanding 

towns can help meet open space standards.
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Distinctive, High Quality and Diverse Landscapes 

Existing Landscape Character

There is a great diversity of landscape character across Buckinghamshire. Green 

Infrastructure initiatives, together with sensitively designed and located development, can 

provide an opportunity to strengthen and enhance local distinctiveness, landscape quality 

and diversity of character.

The landscapes of Buckinghamshire range from the River Thames and the edge of London 

in the south, to the Ouse Valley and the beginnings of a Midlands landscape in the north. In 

between, dramatically separated by the nationally important AONB landscape, are the 

landscapes of the Chilterns and the Vale of Aylesbury that are very different both visually 

and in terms of their historical development. Despite the fact that it lies in the southeast of 

England, an area under considerable development pressure, the County remains 

essentially rural and over three-quarters of the land is farmland or woodland.

The Buckinghamshire landscape is more diverse than many English counties, reflecting the 

result of historical processes acting upon frequent changes in geology and landform upon 

which the administrative boundaries are superimposed. In places the landscape is of an 

intimate scale, almost hidden from view, elsewhere it is open and exposed. Locally there 

are landscapes spoiled by unsympathetic developments or poor land management. Yet 

nearby there may be one of the many tracts of land retaining the traditional and historic 

features and patterns that are so quintessential of the English landscape. 

The Landscape Plan for Buckinghamshire: Part 1 - Landscape Character Assessment 
36currently provides a broad assessment and overview of the County's landscape.  It is 

currently the only available published landscape character assessment for the County and 

identifies 13 Landscape Character Zones (see Figure 4.9) as follows:

Z1 – Valley Farmlands Z2 – Clayland Villages

Z3 – Greensand Ridge Z4 – Whittlewood Ridge

Z5 – Northern Clay Vale Z6 – Southern Clay Vale

Z7 – Midvale Ridges Z8 – Escarpment and Foothills

Z9 – River Valleys Z10 – Incised Dip Slope

Z11 – Valley Floodplain Z12 – Colne Valley

Z13 – Wooded Plateau

The Landscape Plan for Buckinghamshire identifies priorities for the conservation, 

enhancement and management of each of the zones (held in Appendix H) and indicates 

strategic opportunities for positive landscape initiatives and interventions that will 

strengthen landscape character and 'sense of place' in Buckinghamshire as part of Green 

Infrastructure provision.  

County Council, c.2000)

36
The Landscape Plan for Buckinghamshire Part 1: Landscape Character Assessment (Buckinghamshire 



Figure 4.9 Buckinghamshire Landscape Character Zones
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Strategic Landscape Opportunities

The Landscape Plan's vision is of 'a productive and sustainable rural landscape retaining 

its essential character, local distinctiveness and quality'.  A range of landscape planning 

and management principles that can directly support Green Infrastructure aims in 

Buckinghamshire underpins this vision.  The vision also depends upon the following 

objectives, many of which are applicable in a historical context:

§The landscape of Buckinghamshire will remain predominantly rural in nature. 

§Greater compatibility between the rural and urban landscapes will be encouraged.

§The landscape will continue to be a dynamic and evolving resource

§Change will be seen as an opportunity to enhance rather than dilute local character                             
and to remedy degraded landscapes.

§Due weight will be given to the nature and importance of each landscape component            
whose cumulative effect produces local distinctiveness. 

§Local distinctiveness will be reflected in the sitting and design of appropriate new                            
development and in new landscape elements

§Economic and environmentally sustainable agriculture is practical everywhere                 
facilitated by targeted grant schemes where necessary

§Encouragement will be given to the production and consumption of traditional local             
produce. 

§Characteristic field patterns and boundary features will be maintained and enhanced.

§Hedgerow regulations will be actively enforced and hedgerow planting will exceed            
hedgerow loss. 

§Woodland resources will be actively and economically managed for long term                    
sustainability, ecological vibrancy and the supply of produce for a local market. 

§Woodland planting will continue with better targeting based on a strategic landscape                   
approach. 

§The landscape importance of water features will be recognised for their amenity and        
recreational value and provided for by land use development at all scales. 

§Historically important landscapes and features will be recognised for their intrinsic           
value, and will be the subject of targeting of grant to ensure enhancement,                                            
interpretation and enjoyment of the public. 
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§Sub urbanisation will be restricted with the intrusion of visible infrastructure (signs,        
lighting, transport networks, communications masts etc) kept to a minimum.

§Built environments will harmonise with their landscape setting, respect local                 
distinctiveness in settlement patterns and reflect local traditions in architecture using       
locally sourced materials wherever possible. 

§Increased public understanding and direct practical involvement in landscape related                
issues will become more common place.

§Organisations and individuals will work together to achieve the vision. 

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy aims to reflect the Landscape Plan's 
vision and associated objectives that account for the needs of biodiversity and the natural 
and historic environments.

Buckinghamshire Strategic Environmental Character System (BECS)

The Buckinghamshire Strategic Environmental Character System (BECS) is a 

Buckinghamshire County Council led project that brings together GIS data and other 

spatial datasets into a holistic, coordinated system (Fig 4.10).  It has been designed to 

meet the requirements of national Planning Policy Guidance, which advocates an 

evidence-based approach for decision-making (e.g. PPS 1, PPS 7, PPS, 9, PPG 15 and 

PPG 16).  

The System will help to protect the rural nature and special character of Buckinghamshire 

and to guide decisions relating to planning and land use/land management change.  The 

project has three main objectives: 

§To establish a seamless GIS habitat survey map of the Buckinghamshire landscape.

§To ensure that biodiversity mapping and Historic Landscape Characterisation data           

can be integrated with other components of landscape data.

§To secure consistent relevant mapping of the County's physical geography to inform        

an overall Landscape Character Assessment.

Buckinghamshire Habitat Mapping Project

Buckinghamshire County Council in partnership with Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 

Environmental Records Centre (BMERC) has adopted the Integrated Habitat System 
37

(IHS)  to create a landscape-scale habitat map of the administrative area of 

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.

37
Developed by Somerset Environmental Records Centre.



Figure 4.10 Buckinghamshire Environmental Character System
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The mapping exercise is based on rapid assessment of habitats from aerial photographs 

supplemented with documentary evidence including survey reports, site citations and 

where feasible some 'ground-truthing' to ensure consistency and accuracy. The IHS 

method allows a hierarchical assessment of habitats and their importance to be mapped, 

taking into consideration EU Habitats Directive Annex 1 Habitats, UK Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) Priority Habitats and designated sites. Also mapped are sites showing 

potential for restoration and the broader habitat types covered by the Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey method. In addition to capturing details on the habitats the map will include data on 

management and formation types, as well as other relevant information.

The Habitat Mapping Project will create an important tool for informing a range of 

processes and enable the conservation of the natural environment at a time when it is 

coming under increasing pressure. Underlying habitat data with physiographic data allows 

us to identify factors fundamental for specific habitats and where additional habitats are 

most likely to be found or created. The identification of areas with greatest potential for 

habitat creation and restoration will facilitate the establishment of an ecological network 

approach to co-ordinate efforts, and support wider scale initiatives at a regional and 

national level.

A Strategic Green Infrastructure Network for Buckinghamshire

A 'Strategic Green Infrastructure Network for Buckinghamshire' (Figure 4.11) provides a 

broad overview of the existing County's Green Infrastructure as a multi-functional 

connected network.  

This visual representation of the network has been created by the analysis of overlapping 

Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure assets and it illustrates how these link to assets 

beyond the County boundary.  Using a Geographical Information System, core themes of 

Green Infrastructure, consisting of biodiversity, accessible greenspace, access routes and 

historic environment have been brought together in order for strategic level analysis and 

identification of multi-functional Green Infrastructure assets. 

The final integration map represents a Strategic Green Infrastructure Network for 

Buckinghamshire, illustrating only those elements of the network where at least three 

themes of Green Infrastructure overlap.  

The map provides a better understanding the County's Green Infrastructure as a multi-

functional network allowing key stakeholders to enhance and maintain connectivity.  It 

forms the basis of further investigation allowing the identification of Green Infrastructure 

Priority Areas in which resources should be prioritised and targeted (see Chapter 5) and 

identifies clearly how Buckinghamshire's Green Infrastructure assets link to neighbouring 

counties. 



Figure 4.11 
Multi-functional Strategic Green Infrastructure Network for Buckinghamshire
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Discussion

The Strategic Approach 

This document provides a strategic approach to the delivery of Green Infrastructure in 

Buckinghamshire focusing on land that needs to be enhanced or secured to create a 

Green Infrastructure network at a County or sub regional level. The recommended 

approach is intended to be flexible and responsive to opportunities such as changing land 

ownership, community aspirations, and access to funding and new growth areas that may 

change priorities for investment over time. 

Green Infrastructure Initiatives of Sub-Regional Significance 

There are a number of Green Infrastructure initiatives which operate at a sub regional level 

providing benefits both within and outside of Buckinghamshire. Such initiatives should 

continue to be supported by the Buckinghamshire GIC and its wider partners. The 

geographical areas covered by the following Green Infrastructure initiatives are shown in 

Figure 5.1 and consist: 

Chapter 5 

Discussion and Recommended Strategic Framework

Page 85
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Chilterns AONB - in 1965, an area of 833km2 of the Chiltern Hills in Oxfordshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire was designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB), providing one of the largest AONB in England. The area encompasses 

the dramatic chalk escarpment with its characteristic open down land and rolling farmland, 

interspersed with extensive woodlands and dotted with picturesque villages and historic 

buildings. The Chilterns Conservation Board is a statutory body established in 2004 with a 

statutory duty to prepare the management plan for the Chilterns AONB.  The Chilterns 

Conservation Board has two statutory duties relevant to this strategy:  1) To conserve and 

enhance natural beauty; 2) To promote understanding and enjoyment of the Chilterns 

AONB's special qualities.

North West London Green Arc – a partnership-based strategic environmental initiative 

that seeks to protect the Green Belt and increase opportunities for people to interact with 

the rural countryside in and around London.  The North West London Green Arc covers 

countryside from Watling Chase Forest in the east to the River Thames in the south and 

the Chilterns AONB in the north and forms part of the wider Green Arc initiative. The 

initiative aims to link existing open spaces such as parks, nature reserves, rivers and 

woodlands by a network of natural corridors to improve access and provide environmental 

improvements for people and wildlife. Within the initiative vision are proposals for the 

creation of new open spaces and working with the planning system to secure sensitive and 

sustainable development, as well as provide economic benefits to local communities and 

businesses. The Green Arc approach encourages landowners to work together rather than 

in isolation, enabling larger areas of land to be protected and act as a barrier to landscape 

fragmentation. 

Colne Valley Regional Park – the Regional Park was designated in the 1960's and 

provides a framework for co-ordinating management of landscape (including settlements), 

waterscape, nature conservation resources and facilities for countryside recreation along 

the Colne Valley. Situated on London's western edge, it extends to cover parts of the 

Counties of Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Surrey, the Unitary Authorities of Slough 

and Windsor & Maidenhead and the London Borough of Hillingdon, and the Districts of: 

Chiltern, South Bucks, Spelthorne and Three Rivers. The Park forms the core of the North 

West London Green Arc.

Thames River Corridor – The River Thames Alliance was set up in 2003 to help manage 

the future of the non-tidal Thames. It consists of a partnership of public and private sector 

organisations. The River Thames Alliance has prepared a strategy and marketing plan to 

provide a cross-boundary framework for co-ordinating management of the landscape, 

waterscape, nature conservation resources and facilities for countryside and water-based 

recreation along the Thames river corridor. 
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Greensand Ridge – a cross-boundary initiative focused on the Greensand Ridge mostly 

in Bedfordshire, the south-eastern part of which extends into Buckinghamshire. The 

initiative encompasses Green Infrastructure assets such as Stockgrove Country Park, 

comprising 80 acres of varied habitat including a lake, ancient woodland, conifer 

plantations, meadows and heaths. 

Grand Union Canal Environmental Enhancement & Restoration - a potential initiative 

that could enhance the landscape, waterscape, nature conservation resources and 

facilities for countryside recreation along the canal corridor through the outer London 

boroughs, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Milton Keynes and Buckinghamshire. This initiative 

could include the potential restoration of the disused Buckingham and Wendover arms of 

the canal. 

Bernwood Royal Forest Project – A 50 Parish initiative focused on a 12th Century Royal 

Hunting Forest boundary in north Buckinghamshire and south east Oxfordshire. The 

project area has considerable historic landscape and cultural interest and significant 

potential for conservation and recreation enhancement. Strategically situated between 

Oxford, Bicester, Buckingham and Aylesbury, the area offers important opportunities for 

addressing Green Infrastructure deficiencies and issues in North West Buckinghamshire. 

The Bernwood Project area incorporates the Bernwood Biodiversity Opportunity Area and 

is recognised in the South East Regional Forestry Framework as a priority area.

Whaddon Chase Initiative -  A former royal hunting Forest and parkland situated in North 

Buckinghamshire, to the South West of Milton Keynes city. The Chase is historically and 

ecologically significant and offers considerable potential for providing opportunities for 

Green Infrastructure whilst offering a 'green buffer' to the proposed growth of Milton 

Keynes. Whaddon Chase is also recognised as a Biodiversity Opportunity Area. The 

location is also prioritised in the Milton Keynes Green Infrastructure Strategy 'Southern 

Green Infrastructure Action Area'. 

Priority Action Areas for Green Infrastructure Investment 

Green Infrastructure applies to the whole of Buckinghamshire and occurs at any scale. 

However, a number of strategic areas within the County have been prioritised for one or 

more of the following reasons:

§Targeting investment in Green Infrastructure is more likely to deliver multiple benefits             

across a range of key environmental, social and economic policy areas

§Certain areas are more likely to experience the direct or indirect impacts of growth

§There is a need to address current deficits of provision which are more prevalent in           

certain areas of the County 
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§Some existing valuable areas of Green Infrastructure are currently under significant                

   pressure or are expected to receive future pressure

This Strategy identifies three 'Green Infrastructure Priority Action Areas' in 

Buckinghamshire which aim to target investment and limited resources to strategic 

locations which meet these criteria.

The opportunity analysis (presented in Chapter 4) for Green Infrastructure resources has 

been used to define the following components of delivery within each Priority Action Area:  

Countryside Access Gateways - Key locations that are best placed to act as gateways to 

the wider Green Infrastructure network and allow the provision of visitor facilities and site 

access information. Acting as gateways will be able to facilitate and encourage access to a 

hierarchy of strategic and local planned Green Infrastructure opportunities. Existing 

gateways may be in need of enhancement whilst others may have the potential to develop 

into a gateway. The sensitivity and capacity of sites acting as gateways, especially those 

with sensitive natural or historic environment features, will need to be considered. 

Access Links – Existing or proposed new links providing strategic movement corridors 

between main settlements and Countryside Access Gateways and incorporate roads, 

Rights of Way, quiet lanes, and permissive access routes. Access Links can be multi-

functional and encompass a range of sustainable modes of transport such as walking, 

horse riding, cycling, and can also be public transport corridors linked with rail stations and 

bus routes. 

Green Infrastructure Opportunity Zones – Land exists where there are strategic 

opportunities, needs or demands to create new Green Infrastructure opportunities or 

enhance existing assets. New Green Infrastructure opportunities would be provided to 

either address a general deficit in a locality (such as lack of accessible Green 

Infrastructure provision or a gap in the connectivity of the access network), or seek to 

increase the quality or diversity of existing Green Infrastructure (such as habitat creation or 

visitor facility improvements).

A proposed plan for the provision of Green Infrastructure within each of the three Priority 

Action Areas is set out in the following section with details of possible Green Infrastructure 

projects included in the Action Plan (Appendix I).

In parallel with the Priority Action Areas, there is also a need to maintain and target action 

that will contribute to the broad vision for Green Infrastructure across the wider County. 

This includes the Chilterns AONB (most of which lies outside these three Action Areas) and 

the Areas of Opportunity for Biodiversity set out in Chapter 4.
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Priority Action Area 1: North Aylesbury Vale 

Priority Action Area 1 covers North Aylesbury Vale where deficiency in accessible Green 

Infrastructure is most prominent. The aims for this Priority Action Area are as follows:

§To contribute to the Green Infrastructure needs of communities on the west side of          

Milton Keynes and Leighton-Linslade in Bedfordshire.  Both areas are identified for         

significant growth and population expansion up to 2026.

§To provide Green Infrastructure for communities in Buckinghamshire and focused on     

Buckingham and Winslow.

§To provide Green Infrastructure for the new communities in Buckinghamshire from the             

expansion of the South West of Milton Keynes.

Overview of the Action Area 

The major existing strategic assets that contribute to Green Infrastructure resources in the 

North Aylesbury Vale Action Area are provided in Table 5.1. 

An analysis addressing the main strategic issues, needs and opportunities for Green 

Infrastructure in Action Area 1, has highlighted the following: 

Strategic Issues in North Aylesbury Vale

§There are a limited number of accessible Green Infrastructure sites across the Action    

Area compared to the rest of the County

§There is a notable lack of larger areas of accessible greenspace in the arc around the              

south and west of Milton Keynes – this deficit will be exacerbated with growth in                              

Aylesbury Vale, Milton Keynes and the sub region

§Winslow has no accessible greenspace over 20ha within 10km, which is below the               

minimum ANGSt guideline for provision

§Detailed Landscape Character Assessments of the area highlight the need to                

strengthen the character and distinctiveness of the ridge landscapes through active       

land management actions

§Landscape Character Assessments also describe opportunities for enhancing the           

character and distinctiveness of the extensive vale landscape types through positive              

landscape intervention measures.
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Table 5.1 
Existing strategic assets contributing to Green Infrastructure in Priority Action Area 1

Resource                Existing sites in Buckinghamshire

Accessible 
Green 
Infrastructure

Countryside 
Access Routes

Biodiversity 
and the 
Natural 
Environment

Historic 
Environment

Distinctive, 
High Quality 
and Diverse 
Landscapes

    College Wood
    Foxcote Reservoir
    Hazelborough Wood
    Park Copse (Bucks/Northants border)
    Pilch Fields
    Rammamere Heath
    Round Wood
    Stockgrove Country Park (Bucks/Beds border)
    Stowe Landscape Garden
    Thornborough Community Woodland
    Whitfield Wood
    Wicken Wood
    Windmill Piece

    Rights of Way network
    Grand Union Canal (navigable waterway) and towpaths
    Promoted routes e.g. Ouse Valley, Cross Bucks Way & Seven 
    Shires Way, National Cycle Network Route 51

    8 SSSI sites
    38 County Wildlife Sites
    Claydon and Padbury streams
    Geological sites and features
    River Ouse and Ouzel Corridors
    Woodland, heathland and grassland habitats

    Ancient Hunting Forests: Whittlewood, Whaddon Chase, 
    Bernwood Forest
    Disused railway line through Winslow
    Gawcott (Historic Rural settlement)
    Roman Road from Buckingham via Thornborough towards 
    Fleet Marston  
    Stowe Park
    Thornborough (Historical agricultural landscapes)

    Clayland Farmlands
    Greensand Ridge
    Northern Clay Vale landscape character zones
    Valley Farmlands
    Whittlewood Ridge

Page 92

§

walking, cycling and horse riding and the network is currently under used.

 

Despite a dense rights of way network there is a lack of multipurpose access links for            
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Strategic Opportunities 

The opportunities for enhancing the management, presentation, accessibility and 

interpretation of historic environment assets focus upon:

§Bernwood Forest

§Gawcott

§Stowe Park

§The Roman Roads

§Thornborough

§Whaddon Chase

§Whittlewood Forest (linking with Northamptonshire) 

The biodiversity opportunities for landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and 

creation focus upon:

§The Greensand Ridge

§The northern part of Ludgershall & The Claydons

§Tingewick Meadows and Woods

§Whaddon Chase (including the Milton Keynes urban fringe) 

§Whittlewood Forest 

The biodiversity opportunities for river corridor habitat management, restoration and 

creation focus upon:

§The Claydon and Padbury Streams 

§The River Ouse Valley

§The River Ouzel Valley

Issues, needs and opportunities relating to the above are shown in the following Proposal 

Plan for the North Aylesbury Vale Priority Action Area (Figure 5.3):

Countryside Access Gateways 

The following sites in the North Aylesbury Vale Priority Action Area are considered to offer 

the best opportunities to provide principal gateways to the wider countryside, with potential 

to offer connections to strategic and local access links and existing or proposed accessible 

greenspaces along with visitor facilities/information services: 

§G1 Thornborough Community Woodland/Coombs Quarry (New) opportunity

§G2 Whaddon Chase (New) opportunity

§G3 Stockgrove Country Park (Existing) 

§G4 Bernwood Forest North (New) opportunity

§G5 Stowe Park & Gardens (Existing) 

§G6 Claydon House & Grounds (Existing)
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Figure 5.3 Priority Action Area 1: North Aylesbury Vale
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Access Links 

Existing or proposed new links providing strategic movement corridors between main 

settlements and Countryside Access Gateways within the North Aylesbury Vale Priority 

Action Area include: 

L1 Stowe Park & Gardens to Thornborough/Coombs Quarry (via Buckingham Riverside              

Walk) 

L2 Thornborough/Coombs Quarry to Whaddon Chase 

L3 Whaddon Chase to Milton Keynes (via Shenley and Stony Stratford) 

L4 Whaddon Chase to Milton Keynes (via A421 corridor) 

L5 Stockgrove County Park to Milton Keynes (via Bletchley) 

L6 Stockgrove County Park to Leighton-Linslade (extending via Ouzel Valley/

 Tiddenfoot Waterside Park to Grove Lock) 

L7 Buckingham to Stony Stratford (via Ouse Valley) 

L8 Whaddon Chase to Ouse Valley 

L9 Winslow to Whaddon Chase 

Green Infrastructure Opportunity Zones 

Sites where there is a strategic opportunity, need or demand to create new or enhance 

existing Green Infrastructure within the North Aylesbury Vale Priority Action Area include: 

O1 Whittlewood 

There are opportunities to link Stowe Park & Gardens and Buckingham with Green 
38

Infrastructure networks in Northamptonshire  (and Milton Keynes) and potential for 

landscape-scale habitat restoration and management within Whittlewood Forest via:

§The Sub-Regional Green Infrastructure Corridors of Yardley, Salcey, Whittlewood           

Wooded Ridge and Northampton to Salcey [Milton Keynes Link]; 

§The Local Green Infrastructure Corridors of Midleton Cheney Brackley, Farthingstone,                

Towcester, Milton Keynes, Gyresham and Buckingham

Nene Regional Park, November 2006)

38
Green Infrastructure: Making the Connection – Strategic Framework Study for Northamptonshire (River 
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O2 Ouse Valley Corridor 

There are opportunities to link with the Buckingham and Milton Keynes Local Green 

Infrastructure Corridor with potential to deliver a strategic approach to river corridor habitat 

management, restoration and creation and develop the role of the valley as a key 

accessible greenspace.

O3 Whaddon Chase 

The Whaddon Chase area offers the potential to deliver accessible greenspace provision 

within the broad arc around the south and west of Milton Keynes for communities in 

Winslow and north Buckinghamshire. The Chase provides a potential landscape-scale 

approach to habitat management, restoration and creation (including the Milton Keynes 
39

urban fringe), and the enhancement of historic environment assets.  

O4 Brickhills/Greensand Ridge, the Ouzel Valley River Corridor and Grand Union 

Canal Corridor 

This area provides opportunities to link with Green Infrastructure networks in 
40Bedfordshire.  There is potential to develop additional open space along the Ouzel River 

Valley Green Infrastructure Corridor, to address visitor issues at Stockgrove Country Park 

(see Appendix E), to enhance linkages with the Greensand Ridge Corridor through 

landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and creation and enhance the 

management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of Rammamere Heath. 

O5 Bernwood Royal Forest 

The former Royal Forest of Bernwood area offers an important opportunity to create new 

areas of accessible greenspace to address the identified shortfall in Green Infrastructure 

provision for communities in Winslow. This area provides the potential for landscape-scale 

habitat management, creation and restoration, with focus upon Tingewick Meadows and 

Woods and the Ludgershall and the Claydons area. There is also opportunity to enhance 

the management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of the historic environment 

assets. 

Green Infrastructure Project Proposals 

A schedule of recommended potential Green Infrastructure projects within the North 

Aylesbury Vale Action Area is included in the Strategy Action Plan set out in Appendix I. 

These projects would contribute to a strategic Green Infrastructure framework by 

addressing specific themes that can provide for a range of functions and benefits as 

identified in the plan.

Infrastructure Initiative (Countryside and Heritage Group)
40

Bedfordshire & Luton Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan (Bedfordshire & Luton Green Infrastructure 

Consortium, 2007)

39
For more information please refer to: Appendix I and Project Proposal for Whaddon Chase Green 
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The potential projects are a response to the needs and opportunities arising from the 

analysis, and reflect suggestions from the Buckinghamshire GIC for actions to address 

perceived needs for enhanced Green Infrastructure provision in the County (see Appendix 

E). In most cases, these projects may require feasibility studies to examine in detail issues 

of project design, land ownership considerations and sources of funding. A proposed 

framework for the delivery of the Green Infrastructure projects in Buckinghamshire is set 

out in Chapter 6.
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Priority Action Area 2: Aylesbury Environs 

Priority Action Area 2 covers southern Aylesbury vale and parts of Chiltern and Wycombe 

Districts. The aim of Priority Action Area 2:

§To provide for the Green Infrastructure needs of communities in and around Aylesbury. 

The area has been identified for significant growth up to 2026.

Overview of the Action Area 

In overview, the major existing strategic assets that contribute to Green Infrastructure 

resources in the Aylesbury Environs Action Area are set out in Table 5.2:

Table 5.2 
Existing strategic assets contributing to Green Infrastructure Priority Action Area 2

Resource                 Existing sites in Buckinghamshire

Accessible 
Green 
Infrastructure

Countryside 
Access Routes

The network of medium and large sites along the Chilterns 
escarpment include:

    Ashridge Estate (Bucks/Herts Border)
    Bacombe Hill (Chilterns escarpment)
    Baldwin's Wood (Chilterns escarpment)
    Beacon Hill (Chilterns escarpment)
    Coombe Hill (Chilterns escarpment)
    Cluster of small sites in the Chess Valley (North of Chesham)
    Piddington Wood
    Pulpit Wood (Chilterns escarpment)
    Tring Park (Herts)
    Wendover Woods(Chilterns escarpment)
    Aylesbury Riverside Walk and Linear Park

There is a dense Rights of Way network within Aylesbury Environs 
Action Area consisting:

    The Ridgeway Trail
    The Icknield Way regional route
    The Aylesbury Ring
    The South Bucks Way
    The Chiltern Link
    Routes along the Aylesbury and Wendover Arms of the Grand 
    Union Canal
    Grand Union Canal as a navigable waterway
    Towpaths along the Grand Union Canal
    Round Aylesbury Walk
    The Chiltern Way 
    Chess Valley Walk
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Resource                Existing sites in Buckinghamshire

Biodiversity 
and the 
Natural 
Environment

Historic 
Environment

Distinctive, 
High Quality 
and Diverse 
Landscapes

There is a network of numerous woodland habitats within the 
Aylesbury Environs Action Area which are designated for their 
nature conservation value including: 

    Isolated pockets of calcareous grassland associated with the 
    Chilterns escarpment.
    The River Thame and its network of tributaries extending across 
    the clay vale.
    A number of geological sites and features along the Chilterns 
    escarpment.

Numerous historic sites including;
    The eastern part of Bernwood Forest (a former royal ancient 
    hunting Forest)
    The designed landscapes of Rothschild Parklands to the West 
    of Aylesbury
    The medieval settlement of Broughton Manor between
    Aylesbury and Aston Clinton
    The Roman Roads running northwest from Aylesbury and from 
    Fleet Marston towards Buckingham.
    The military history of RAF Halton
    The Grand Union Canal and arms to Wendover and Aylesbury
    The Ivinghoe downland
    The Icknield Way
    The site of Quarrendon Medieval village and Tudor Mansion
    Wendover Woods (Military History)

The area is characterised by:

    Low-lying Northern and Southern Clay Vales
    Mid-Vale Ridges to the north of the area
    Chilterns escarpment and foothills to the south of the area

The analysis of accessible greenspaces using the ANGSt as prescribed by Natural 

England, in relation to Priority Action Area 2 has shown the following:

Strategic Issues

There are a limited number of accessible greenspace sites within the clay vale relative to 

the Chiltern's escarpment. The escarpment includes a number of important and popular 

sites, in particular Wendover Woods and also sites such as Bacombe and Coombe Hills 

which are well-used but more sensitive due to their nature conservation status. 

In accordance to ANGSt assessments Aylesbury and Princes Risborough do not meet the 

minimum standard of provision for accessible greenspace. The lack of larger areas of 

accessible greenspace around Aylesbury as a whole is particularly notable and the town 

has relatively limited urban greenspaces.
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Aylesbury has a relative lack of medium to large accessible greenspaces in proximity to 

the town and main residential areas. For example:

 

There is a lack of sites over the 20 ha size threshold within 2km and also sites over 500ha 

in size within 10km of Aylesbury.

Within 5km of the southern edge of Aylesbury there are a number of sites up to the 100ha 

size threshold along the Chilterns escarpment, however being more than 5km away from 

other parts of the town, they do not offer sustainable access.

Under provision will be further exacerbated by urban growth unless new accessible Green 

Infrastructure is provided, links to existing sites are improved and current suitable sites 

receive investment to enable them to withstand increased use where appropriate. 

Haddenham, despite its population, has no accessible greenspace over 2ha within 10km, 

failing to meet the minimum standard of provision. 

Unlike many areas, Aston Clinton and Wendover meet the minimum level for the provision 

of larger areas of accessible greenspace. A Wendover wood, at 325 hectares, provides the 

largest area of greenspace access and plays a strategic role in the County. 

Despite a dense Rights of Way network there is a lack of multipurpose provision for 

walking, cycling and horse riding. 

Strategic Opportunities

The main strategic opportunities for Green Infrastructure in this Priority Action Area are 

considered to be: 

Biodiversity opportunities for landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and              

creation focusing upon: 

·Thame Valley area within the clay vale and the Pitstone (Pitstone Quarry). Pitstone                 

Quarry straddles Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire border. The quarry has been               

dsignated a SSSI due to its important geological interest. The area is also a Local                   

Wildlife Site that has important biodiversity value and is used for recreational                                       

purposes. 

·Lower Chiltern's Escarpment, the Chiltern's Escarpment 

·Prestwood area

·Central Chilterns Chalk Rivers 



Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009 Page 101

The opportunities for enhancing the management, presentation, accessibility and                          

    interpretation of historic environment assets focus upon:

·Bernwood Forest 

·Rothschild Parklands

·Chequers and Halton House historic landscapes 

·Quarrendon 

·Broughton Manor 

·Roman Roads

·Grand Union Canal 

·RAF Halton

·Ashridge and Ivinghoe downland

·Icknield Way

·Wendover Woods

Major opportunities exist for enhancing the character and distinctiveness of the clay vale 

landscape zones through positive landscape intervention measures informed by detailed 

landscape character assessments. 

A priority should be given to strengthen the character and distinctiveness of the Mid-Vale 

Ridges and the Chilterns' landscapes through active land management actions informed 

by detailed landscape character assessments. 

The issues, needs and opportunities identified for the Aylesbury Environs Priority Action 

Areas are brought together in a Plan for the Aylesbury Environs Priority Action Area shown 

in Figure 5.4.

The main components of the Aylesbury Environs Priority Action Area are set out below. 

Countryside Access Gateways 

Sites displaying opportunities to provide a role as principal gateways to the wider 

countryside, offering visitor facilities and information and connections to a hierarchy of 

strategic and local access links and existing or proposed accessible greenspaces include: 

G1 Quarrendon/North Aylesbury (New) 

G2 Tring Reservoirs Complex/College Lake Wildlife Centre (Existing) 

G3 Wendover Woods (Existing) 

G4 Bacombe and Coombe Hills (New) 

G5 Ashridge/Ivinghoe (Existing) 

G6 Waddesdon Manor (Existing) 



Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy - 2009 Page 102

Figure 5.4 Priority Action Area 2: Aylesbury Environs
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Access Links 

Existing or proposed new links providing movement corridors between main settlements 

and Countryside Access Gateways within the Aylesbury Environs Priority Action Area 

include: 

L1 Aylesbury to Hardwick (via Quarrendon/North Aylesbury) 

L2 Quarrendon/North Aylesbury to Bernwood Forest (via Eythrope Park) 

L3 Aylesbury to Tring Reservoirs Complex (via Grand Union Canal corridor) 

L4 Aylesbury to Wendover Woods/Bacombe and Coombe Hills 

L5 Tring to Wendover Woods (via new green bridge over A41 road corridor) 

L6 Princes Risborough to Bacombe, Coombe and Whiteleaf Hills 

L7 Bacombe, Coombe and Whiteleaf Hills to Amersham (via Prestwood) 

L8 Wendover Woods to Chesham 

L9 Tring Reservoirs Complex/College Lake Wildlife Centre to Leighton- Linslade (via         

Grand Union Canal corridor) 

L10 Waddesdon Manor to Haddenham 

Green Infrastructure Opportunity Zones  

O1 North West of Aylesbury 

The creation of new strategic open space meeting ANGSt requirements for Green 

Infrastructure over 100 ha would help to address the high levels of greenspace deficiency 

across Aylesbury Vale. This would provide a strategic resource for the town and green gap 

to buffer new growth areas and will secure, conserve and make accessible new open 

space at Quarrendon Leas. Delivering accessible Green Infrastructure across land at 

Quarrendon would also allow wider housing growth proposals around Aylesbury to meet 

Government aims for liveability and sustainable communities. It is also important that 

further growth continues to support the development of Quarrendon Leas and its ability to 

absorb increased population demands. 

There are opportunities for enhancing the management, presentation, accessibility and 

interpretation of historic environment assets including the Rothschild Parklands, 

Quarrendon and the Roman Roads in this area. 
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Enhancement of the urban-edge landscapes around the northern and western fringes of 

Aylesbury through creation of a strong framework of wetland and grasslands habitats with 

trees and woodlands, to extend to the existing Aylesbury Linear Park. Landscape-scale 

habitat management, restoration and creation focused on the Thame Valley would also 

help address Green Infrastructure deficits and contribute to the provision of, and access to, 

natural greenspace.

O2 East of Aylesbury 

With both of current and future populations of Aylesbury there needs to be a focus on 

creating and enhancing strategic green access links, corridors and paths that link 

Aylesbury with the wider vale and provide necessary links to allow sustainable access to 

sub-regionally important areas such as Bernwood Forest and the Chiltern Hills. An 

initiative which could provide an enhancement of the Aylesbury and Wendover arms and 

towpaths of the Grand Union Canal, meeting priorities identified for developing linkages 

between Aylesbury, Leighton – Linslade, Wendover and Milton Keynes would be a high 

priority and should be supported through growth around the town.

Opportunities also exist for enhancement of the urban-edge landscapes around the 

eastern fringe of Aylesbury through creation of a strong framework of trees and 

woodlands. These could provide sport/formal recreational facilities connected to Aylesbury 

by multi-purpose greenways.

O3 Aylesbury Southern Fringes  

Opportunities exist to retain and enhance the sense of identity of the separate villages of 

Bishopstone, Stoke Mandeville and Western Turville, through the provision of a strong 

framework of trees, woodlands and grasslands to buffer and enhance the urban-edge 

landscapes around the southern fringe of Aylesbury. This would provide a high quality 

setting for sustainable public transport and cycle route access links between the town and 

the larger areas of accessible greenspaces on the Chiltern's escarpment. The existing 

'Aylesbury Linear Park' is less well developed to the south of the town and would also 

benefit from an increase in green space.

Enhancement of Wendover Woods (Countryside Access Gateway (G3)) would serve the 

recreational needs of Buckinghamshire and the expanded Aylesbury population and 

address the current greenspace deficiencies across the District. This could be based on 

connectivity between Wendover Woods (Forestry Commission), Bacombe Hill (Bucks CC) 

and Coombe Hill (National Trust) and would meet District ANGSt requirements for the 

provision of 500 ha of strategic Green Infrastructure for Buckinghamshire as a whole.

New developments and their communities must be provided with local accessible 

greenspace within walking distance of homes. This will help offset visitor pressure on 

sensitive sites along the Chiltern's escarpment, many of which are nationally or 
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internationally important designated sites for nature conservation or archaeological interest 

and are highly sensitive. Public bodies have a duty to ensure that designated sites are 

protected through the planning process and other means. 

O4 Chiltern's Escarpment 

The Chiltern's escarpment falls within the AONB, with much of it owned by public bodies 

due to their importance for landscape, biodiversity, historic, cultural and recreational 

reasons. 

There is scope to develop further the collaboration between agencies and private owners 

to exploit the potential to conserve these sensitive sites and enhance their landscape and 

wildlife value, for example by extending and linking the areas of chalk downland. Public 

access is already excellent with fine views across the Vale of Aylesbury, with the Ridgeway 

National Trail linking all the major sites. 

These sites are very popular at present and have limited capacity to cope with significant 

numbers of additional visits without compromising their special qualities. This reinforces 

the need to develop alternative attractive green space close to where new houses will be 

built. Nearly all visitors to the Chilterns escarpment will choose to drive because of the 

distance and to avoid the steep climb to the 

top of the escarpment. New green space will 

take time to develop and until this can be 

achieved existing sites will experience 

increasing pressures of visitation. This 

means there may be a need to enhance the 

existing capacity to sustain a higher level of 

visits.

The Chiltern's escarpment has a high 

concentration of high quality sites which can 

be visited at present. There are also 

accessible site and routes throughout the 

Chilterns AONB which has a dense network 

of public Rights of Way and promoted 

routes. This includes the Chiltern Way and 

Chess Valley Walk. This network would 

benefit from a higher level of management 

but the primary effort should be to 

encourage more people to use the network 

on their doorstep.
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The quality of the historic environment in this area is exceptional with many well known 

sites and routes together with those yet to be surveyed fully. They provide many 

opportunities for interpretation to add the understanding and enjoyment of visitors.

O5 Bernwood Forest 

The former 'Royal Forest of Bernwood' area offers an opportunity to create new areas of 

accessible greenspace to address the identified shortfall in Green Infrastructure provision 

for communities in Aylesbury Vale. This area provides the potential for landscape-scale 

habitat management, creation and restoration, with a focus upon the Biodiversity 

Opportunity Area and ancient woodland edge habitat. The southern area of Bernwood is 

characterised by an arc of remnant ancient woodland between Quainton and Shabbington 

Woods, which is a stronghold of the nationally protected Black Hairstreak butterfly. There 

is also opportunity to enhance the management, presentation, accessibility and 

interpretation of historic environment assets, with the internationally important medieval 

features that are present in this area.

O6 Quainton-Wing Hills 

Opportunities exist to strengthen the character and distinctiveness of the limestone hills 

between Quainton and Wing and their associated historic villages. Green Infrastructure 

provision in this area could focus on management of the Ascott Estate Tudor gardens. 

There is also the potential to create and enhance access links between the Hills and 

Leighton-Linslade on the Buckinghamshire-Bedfordshire border and buffer development 

proposals from proposed growth associated with Leighton-Linslade. 

Current Green Infrastructure Project Proposals 

A schedule of recommended potential Green Infrastructure projects within the Aylesbury 

Environs Action Areas is included in the Strategy Action Plan set out in Appendix I. These 

projects would contribute to a strategic Green Infrastructure framework. The potential 

projects are a response to the needs and opportunities arising from the analysis, and 

reflect suggestions from the GIC for actions to address perceived needs for enhanced 

Green Infrastructure provision in the County (see appendix E). In most cases, these 

projects will require feasibility studies to examine in detail issues of project design, land 

ownership considerations and sources of funding. A proposed framework for the delivery 

of the Green Infrastructure projects in Buckinghamshire is set out in Chapter 6
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Priority Action Area 3: Wycombe District South and South Bucks

This Action Area covers the southern part of Wycombe and Chiltern District and the whole 

of South Bucks District. This is an area with existing accessible Green Infrastructure, much 

of it fragmented, and under pressure from a large surrounding 'catchment' population. The 

aim of Priority Action Area 3 is:

§Providing for the Green Infrastructure needs of communities in the Local Authority           

areas of Wycombe District South and South Bucks in Buckinghamshire, and for            

Windsor & Maidenhead, Slough and Hillingdon in neighbouring areas. 

Overview of the Action Area 

An overview of the major existing strategic assets that contribute to Green Infrastructure 

resources in the Wycombe District South and South Bucks Action Area is provided in Table 

5.3.

Resource                Existing sites in Buckinghamshire

Accessible 
Greenspaces 

Large (>100ha) sites include:
    Black Park County Park
    Burnham Beeches
    Cliveden
    Langley Park
    Stoke Common

Smaller sites (<2ha) include:
    Birchland and Walk Woods
    Denham Country Park
    Dorney Common
    Dorney Lake Country Park
    Dorney Wood
    Farnham Common
    Ingrams Copse

Table 5.3 
Existing strategic assets contributing to Green Infrastructure Priority Action Area 3



Resource                Existing sites in Buckinghamshire

Countryside 
Access Routes

Biodiversity 
and the 
Natural 
Environment

Historic 
Environment

Distinctive, 
High Quality 
and Diverse 
Landscapes

Rights of Way network including:
    Hedgerly Way
    Marlow Way
    Shakespeare's Way
    South Bucks Way
    Thames Path National Trail
    The Beeches Way
    Chiltern Way

Navigable Waterways:
    Grand Union Canal
    River Thames

Non-Navigable Waterways:
    River Colne
    Jubilee River

    Network of woodland, wood pasture/parkland and heathland 
    habitats much of which is designated for its Nature Conservation 
    Value;
    Isolated pockets of fen, marsh, swamp and reed bed habitats 
    associated with the River Colne's floodplain and Burnham 
    Beeches;
    River corridors of the River Thames and Colne and the chalk 
    stream tributaries; and
    Geological sites and features
    Spade Oak Nature Reserve – Little Marlow

    Windsor and Common Lands (former royal ancient hunting 
    forest)

Designed Landscapes:
    Dropmore Park
    Stoke Park
    Langley Park
    Bulstode Park
    Hall Barn

Action Area dominated by strongly rolling Wooded Plateau 
landscape character zone, contrasting the Valley Floodplain 
landscapes of the River Thames and the Colne Valley

An analysis to address the main strategic issues, needs and opportunities for Green 

Infrastructure in this Priority Action Area has highlighted the following:
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Strategic Issues

There are a significant number of sizeable and accessible greenspace sites across the 

Action Area compared to the north of the County 

All of the main settlements in this area currently meet the minimum ANGST provision 

standard for larger areas of accessible greenspace in Buckinghamshire

There is increasing demand from communities outside of Buckinghamshire, in Slough, 

Maidenhead and the outer west London Boroughs, for the use of accessible greenspace in 

this area 

Key accessible greenspaces in this area have a high conservation value and are sensitive 

and vulnerable to excessive visitor pressure 

Detailed Landscape Character Assessments highlight the priority to strengthen the 

character and distinctiveness of the wooded plateau landscapes through active land 

management actions 

Detailed Landscape Character Assessments show opportunities to continue the 

enhancement of the character and distinctiveness of the Colne Valley through positive 

landscape intervention measures.

Strategic Opportunities

The main strategic opportunities for Green Infrastructure in this Priority Action Area are 

considered to be:

The opportunities to enhance the management, presentation accessibility and 

interpretation of historic environment assets focus on:

§royal ancient hunting forest

§common lands

§designed landscapes

The biodiversity opportunities for river corridor habitat management, restoration and 

creation focus upon:

§The Colne Valley

§The lower reaches of the Central Chilterns Chalk Rivers

§The Thames Valley

The biodiversity opportunities for landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and 

creation focus on:

§wood pasture/parkland

Issues, needs and opportunities are shown in the following Priority Action Area for the 

Wycombe District South and South Bucks Action Area (Figure 5.5):
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Figure 5.5 Priority Action Area 3: Wycombe District South and South Bucks
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Countryside Access Gateways 

The following sites in the Wycombe District South and South Bucks Priority Action Area 

are considered to offer opportunities to provide principal gateways to the wider 

countryside, with potential to offer connections to strategic and local access links and 

existing or proposed accessible greenspaces along with visitor facilities/information 

services:

G1 Denham Country Park and the Colne Valley Regional Park Centre (Existing) 

G2 Burnham Beeches (Existing) 

G3 Black and Langley Parks (Existing) 

G4 Dorney Lake Country Park (Existing) 

G5 Thorney Park and Little Britain (Existing) 

G6 Cliveden (Existing) 

Access Links 

Existing or proposed new links providing strategic movement corridors between main 

settlements and Countryside Access Gateways within the Wycombe District South and 

South Bucks Action Area include: 

L1 High Wycombe to Bourne End

L2 Wooburn to Burnham Beeches 

L3 Beaconsfield to Burnham Beeches 

L4 Gerrards Cross to Burnham Beeches 

L5 Slough to Burnham Beeches 

L6 Rickmansworth to Denham Country Park 

L7 Ruislip/Ickenham to Denham Country Park 

L8 Uxbridge to Denham Country Park 

L9 Gerrards Cross to Denham Country Park 

L10 Gerrards Cross to Black and Langley Parks
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L11 Slough to Black and Langley Parks 

L12 Thorney Park to Black and Langley Parks 

L13 Black and Langley Parks to Burnham Beeches 

L14 Black and Langley Parks to Denham Country Park 

L15 Dorney Lake Country Park to Maidenhead (via Thames Path) 

L16 Dorney Lake Country Park to Eton (via Thames Path) 

L17 Dorney Lake Country Park to Slough (via Thames Path)

L18 Burnham Beeches to Gerrards Cross (via Stoke Common and Littleworth Common) 

Green Infrastructure Opportunity Zones 

O1 Marlow Gravel Pits 

This site presents a major opportunity to use disused gravel pits in order to create a new 

accessible greenspace focused around a lakeside setting. This provision would help 

reduce the pressure on other existing sites in the area and contribute to meeting the 

demands from growing communities outside of the County. The site offers opportunities to 

link habitat management, restoration and creation with the wider Thames corridor, 

including enhanced access links with the towpath (Thames Path and Shakespeare Way), 

the Chilterns AONB (including the Chiltern Way) and Marlow. 

O2 South of Beaconsfield 

Opportunities exist in this area for a landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and 

creation project to enhance, link and buffer national nature reserves. There is also 

potential to create new accessible natural greenspace as an after-use for landfill sites 

south east of Beaconsfield. Green Infrastructure provision in this area could focus on 

management and interpretation of the historic parkland of Hall Barn.

O3 Beaconsfield/Gerrards Cross Area 

This area, including the Forestry Commission woodland at Wilton Park to the east of 

Beaconsfield, offers opportunities for landscape-scale habitat management, restoration 

and creation to enhance, link and buffer the woodland sites. Opportunities exist to allow 

the creation of accessible natural greenspaces as a positive after-use for the landfill sites 

east of Beaconsfield. Green Infrastructure provision in this area could focus on the 

management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of the historic parkland of 

Bulstode Park and associated common land in this area.  
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O4 Colne Valley Regional Park North 

In the longer term, and following the completion of gravel extraction at sites near Denham, 

there are possibilities to create a new accessible greenspace as a positive after-use of 

landfill. Possibilities also exist for habitat management, restoration and creation to 

enhance, link and buffer the fen/marsh/swamp/reed bed habitats associated with the River 

Colne's floodplain and, in relation to woodlands, to enhance the character and 

distinctiveness of the Colne Valley landscape. 

O5 North of Slough 

Together with the River Thames corridor, this area provides a broad arc of countryside 

around the northern fringes of Slough. There are strategic biodiversity opportunities for 

landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and creations across the wooded 

plateau. Green Infrastructure provision in this area could focus on enhancing the 

management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of designed landscapes at 

Stoke Park and Langley Park. 

O6 Cliveden/Burnham Beeches Area (complements O10)

This area provides opportunities to enhance links between the accessible greenspaces at 

Cliveden and Burnham Beeches to provide greater access connections, and to enhance, 

link and buffer existing sites of nature conservation value. This includes opportunities for 

further enhancing the management, presentation, accessibility and interpretation of 

Cliveden's designed landscapes in the wider context of the former royal ancient hunting 

Forest of Windsor and common land. 

O7 Jubilee River 

Through opportunities for habitat management, creation and restoration, potential exists 

here to further develop the landscape, ecological and recreational value of the Jubilee 

River Path corridor. 

O8 Colne Valley Regional Park South 

This area presents a significant strategic opportunity to create a major Countryside Access 

Gateway, focusing upon the Little Britain area (including Packet Boat Marina, Stockley 

Park Land, Little Britain Lake, Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal and Huntsmoor 

Park). Combined, these sites have the potential to serve as an access gateway using 

existing facilities, access arrangements, promoted routes and other access links. Such 

provision would help reduce increasing demands for accessible greenspace on sensitive 

sites in this Priority Area. There are also wider opportunities along the river corridor for 

riparian habitat management, restoration and creation, and for the implementation of 

landscape and access improvement measures to enhance the character and 

distinctiveness of the Colne Valley. 
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Figure 5.6 
Multi-functional Strategic Green Infrastructure Network for Buckinghamshire with 
Priority Action Areas
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O9 River Thames Corridor 

Using a strategic approach to address the protection and management of the River 

Thames Corridor as a whole, this area provides significant opportunities to deliver major 

landscape, nature conservation, access and recreational benefits, and will support the 

emerging policy in the South East Plan.

O10 South Bucks and Heaths and Parklands 

There are significant opportunities to meet biodiversity objectives within this project area by 

taking a strategic approach to habitat management, restoration and creation across 

Littleworth Common, Burnham Beeches, Stoke Common and Black Park.

A hidden landscape can be found across south Buckinghamshire, and is characterised by 

commons, ancient woodlands, hedges and lanes; added to these features are the many 

parklands containing their designed landscapes and biologically important features 

including notable concentrations of veteran trees. Conserving these key elements will 

deliver multiple benefits for landscape and biodiversity, and restore components of this 

ancient countryside echoing the once extensive pastoral systems of the past and provide 

increased potential for people to reconnect with a rich and diverse heritage.

Green Infrastructure Project Proposals 

A schedule of recommended potential Green Infrastructure projects within the Wycombe 

District South and South Bucks Priority Action 

Area is included in the Strategy Action Plan set 

out in Appendix I. These projects would 

contribute to a strategic Green Infrastructure 

framework. The potential projects are a 

response to the needs and opportunities arising 

from the analysis, and reflect suggestions from 

the Buckinghamshire GIC for actions to address 

perceived needs for enhanced Green 

Infrastructure provision in the County (see 

Appendix E). In most cases, these projects will 

require feasibility studies to examine in detail 

issues of project design, land ownership 

considerations and sources of funding. A 

proposed framework for the delivery of the 

Green Infrastructure projects in 

Buckinghamshire is set out in Chapter 6.
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A key challenge over the twenty-year period of this Strategy is to co-ordinate project 

development, funding and delivery of Green Infrastructure at every level within 

Buckinghamshire.

The following section recommends: 

§Establishing Green Infrastructure Partnerships 

§Funding Mechanisms and Sources for GI delivery

§Prioritising Green Infrastructure Projects for Funding

§Developing Local Green Infrastructure Plans 

§Integrating Green Infrastructure into Local Development Frameworks (LDFs)

§Implementing the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy

Establishing Green Infrastructure Partnerships 

The delivery of a Green Infrastructure Action Plan for Buckinghamshire requires a 

coordinated approach through strong partnership working. The UK has a number of 

successful organisational models - ranging from County-wide Green Infrastructure 

consortia, non-executive boards and dedicated executive bodies, to Green Infrastructure 

partnerships set-up within specific growth locations.

Chapter 6

Funding and Delivery
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In Buckinghamshire, the GIC has been established as a dedicated unit to co-ordinate 

Green Infrastructure delivery across the County. (See Terms of Reference, Appendix A)

The main work of the Consortium includes: 

§Championing the importance, benefits and principles of Green Infrastructure to a                   

wide audience – including the public, private and voluntary sectors and local Councils 

§Influencing and enabling delivery of Green Infrastructure 

§Marketing and promotion of Green Infrastructure 

§Advising on the identification, selection and prioritisation of Green Infrastructure            

delivery projects 

§Establishing partnerships which can fund, deliver, manage and take ownership of          

specific Green Infrastructure projects 

§Identifying information on best practice approaches to delivery 

§Liaising with partnerships to co-ordinate cross-boundary delivery of projects at the                        

sub-regional scale. 

In Buckinghamshire, the priorities are to further develop the Buckinghamshire GIC and 

focus resources on existing partnerships and project delivery within the three Priority 

Action Areas.  This may require establishing Consortium based Sub-Groups to lead on 

specific projects or schemes with Theme leaders if appropriate.

Key partnerships have already been identified for the three Priority Action Areas, although 

there are many opportunities for developing other partnership approaches and 

mechanisms for delivery

Action Plan

A Green Infrastructure Action Plan has been created by the Consortium (Appendix I). The 

Action Plan has an important role to play in providing a transparent framework and tool to 

aid project selection and delivery. It responds to the needs and opportunities arising from 

the analysis, and reflects suggestions from the GIC for actions to address perceived needs 

for enhanced Green Infrastructure provision in the County. To ensure that it is kept relevant 

and up-to-date it is intended that the Action Plan reviewed and updated annually.

Funding Mechanisms and Sources for Project Delivery

The following section outlines various generic options for delivering and funding Green 

Infrastructure investment. Reflecting the multi-dimensional nature of Green Infrastructure, 
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and the potential for multiple social, economic and environmental benefits, there are a 

wide range of existing, emerging and potential future mechanisms for the delivery and 

funding of Green Infrastructure, including: 

The provision and funding of Green Infrastructure can be delivered in a number of ways 

and this following section outlines various options for gaining funding for Green 

Infrastructure investment. 

Reflecting the multi-dimensional nature of Green Infrastructure, and the potential for 

multiple social, economic and environmental benefits, there are a wide range of existing, 

emerging and potential future mechanisms for the delivery and funding of Green 

Infrastructure. 

The following have been identified by stakeholders in Buckinghamshire:  

Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF): The ALSF was introduced to reduce the 

environmental impact of aggregate extraction and promote a more sustainable and 

environmentally friendly way of mineral extraction and waste management. Availability is 

restricted to areas affected by aggregates extraction, but some funding is obtainable in 

conjunction with award partners such as Natural England.

Area-specific Environmental Projects: e.g. River Thame Project/Upper Thame Project, 

The Chilterns Chalk Streams Project.

Charitable trusts: Charitable trusts can be established to manage individual or a range of 

Green Infrastructure projects.

Conservation trusts: e.g. The National Trust and the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife 

Trust. 

Co-operative ownership: of allotment space/community orchards etc via 'gifts' from 

developers. 

Corporate Social Responsibility: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is a concept 

whereby organisations manage their core business to add social, environmental and 

economic value in order to produce a positive sustainable impact for both society and for 
41the business itself.

District Council grants: District Council grants may be available for Green Infrastructure 

creation and enhancement. Availability and amount of funding will vary between Districts. 

41
Buckinghamshire County Council Corporate Social Responsibility Feasibility Study (2008)
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Endowments: Endowments can provide provision of an income-generating fund that has 

running costs. The endowment costs could be used to facilitate the maintenance of the 

Green Infrastructure. 

Environmental Stewardship: with focused and enhanced grant support that will deliver 

Green Infrastructure objectives. 

Established area-based delivery vehicles and partnerships: such as Aylesbury Vale 

Advantage, The Chilterns Conservation Board, Colne Valley Park Partnership, and The 

River Thames Alliance.

European Funding: The European Union provides funding to member states for a wide 

range of issues. The two main mechanisms for funding are the Structural Funds and 

Community Initiatives both of which have a mainly economic and regeneration focus, 

although other more subject specific funding is also available. All funding has to be 

matched to some extent by the member state. 

An example of European Funding is the LEADER Programme. The LEADER Programme 

is a source of funding for farmers, foresters, rural businesses and community 

organisations. The funding is part of the Rural Development Programme for England 

(RDPE) with money coming from Europe via the South East England Development 

Agency (SEEDA).  There are two main areas that are covered by the LEADER 

Programme in Buckinghamshire; these are Aylesbury Vale and Rural Milton Keynes Area 

and Chiltern Hills and Chalk Arc LEADER Area. 

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG): provision of conservation advice, and 

legislative support, and development of Farm Plans, for land managers and landowners. 

Forestry Commission English Woodland Grant Schemes: the woodland creation grant 

is currently targeted to the Growth Areas such as Aylesbury Vale, and in future could target 

other parts of the scheme (e.g. biodiversity and access grants) through a challenge fund. 

Government Agencies: can provide advice and support on delivery issues key agencies 

are: Natural England, English Heritage, Environment Agency, and Sport England.

Government Departments: can provide funding for service delivery, e.g. the department 

for Communities and Local Government allocates Growth Area Funding (GAF) For 

example, is used to support the delivery of components of Green Infrastructure. The three 
42main components of GAF that can be used to support Green Infrastructure are:  

·Improving the interface between rural and urban environments

Based on information from above website.

42
http://www.communities.gov.uk/housing/housingsupply/growthareas/growthareasandtheenvironment/ 
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·Creating and restoring new areas of the countryside to improve greenspace provision

·Providing rare and sensitive habitats with increased protection through buffering and             

habitat enhancement works

Groundwork Thames Valley: and other environmental bodies. 

Landfill Communities Fund: is set-up the distribution of funds generated from landfill tax 

in the UK. The Landfill Communities Fund is designed to help mitigate the effects of landfill 

upon local communities. The scheme applies only to projects within a set radius of an 

active landfill site. Grants are distributed by local Environmental Bodies (EBs), and in 

Buckinghamshire these include Sita Trust, Veolia in the south of the County and WREN in 

the north.

Major public sector owners of accessible Green Infrastructure land: e.g. 

Buckinghamshire County Council, Forestry Commission, National Trust etc.

National Lottery Funds:

·Big Lottery Fund: The aim of the fund is to provide money to good causes. The fund      

provides money to health, education and environment related projects. The remit                        

covers several Green Infrastructure areas. 

·Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF): The HLF purpose is to be used to conserve and                    

enhance heritage assets including nature reserves and parkland.  

·Sport England: The aim of Sport England is to increase participation in sport                           

participation.  

Private sector funding: through property and financial endowments. 

Renewable energy grant schemes: for example the Low Carbon Buildings Programme.

Planning Obligations: These are legal agreements made under Section 106 of the Town 

and Country Planning Act 1990 (as Amended), usually in association with planning 

permissions for new development.  Such obligations can restrict the use of land, require 

specific works to be carried out on land or require a sum or sums to be paid to the local 

planning authority. 

Key to development is the need for Green Infrastructure provision that is able to support 

new residential development needs and to improve green space linkages.  BCC is working 

in partnership with the Local Delivery Vehicle (Aylesbury Vale Advantage) and AVDC to 

quantify and cost infrastructure requirements in Aylesbury Vale District for the period to 

2026 and on a proposed tariff approach to securing developer contributions for new and 
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improved infrastructure (including Green Infrastructure projects) that are required to help 

facilitate and deliver the proposed growth.

Significant changes to the current planning obligations system are proposed in the 

Government's Planning Bill, which contains provisions for a Community Infrastructure 

Levy (CIL). If enabling powers are introduced this would be a charge levied on 

development to ensure that the development of an area can be funded wholly or partly by 

owners or developers of land the value of which increases due to permission for 

development. Like the Milton Keynes roof tax the proposed CIL would establish standard 

charges through the Local Development Framework process and would be based on a 

costed “Infrastructure Delivery Plan”. 

Roof Tax: Roof Tax is a charge on new dwellings that can be used to pay for essential 

liveability requirements of new communities, often within a defined development area. In 

some designated growth areas (e.g. Milton Keynes) the conventional “negotiated 

approach” towards securing planning obligations and developer contributions has been 

replaced with a so called “Roof Tax”.  This is essentially a standard charge for new 

dwellings that can be used to pay for a range of infrastructure requirements to support 

new communities. 

Small scale community-based funding: may be able to provide small grants to help 

local residents to establish and run community-based environmental projects.

Conclusion

The contribution of sources of funding should be considered as part of the development 

and delivery of future Action Plans by the Consortium and other County-based 

partnerships. In particular, partnerships should play a key role in identifying opportunities 

and facilitating relationships for working with the private sector to deliver Green 

Infrastructure, including promoting the funding and delivery of Green Infrastructure 

through developer contributions associated with development opportunities. 

Prioritising Green Infrastructure Projects for Delivery and Funding 

It is recommended that the Action Plan (Appendix I) should provide the framework for 

guiding partnerships in identifying priorities for Strategic Green Infrastructure delivery and 

funding. These Action Plan priorities are not to be confused with other green space 

provisions that may be required at a local level to meet planning policy requirements on 

new developments. 

The criteria for selecting projects to go forward for Green Infrastructure funding should be 

based on:

1) The level of potential multi-functional public and environmental benefits that could be 

provided by a scheme 
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2) Location - located within, or directly linked to, the Green Infrastructure Priority Action 

Areas.

3 The projects should have high local priority and also strategic value 

4) Deliverability – reviewing costs, potential funding opportunity, landownership and 

timescales

5) Long term sustainability – management and maintenance arrangements for the short, 

medium and long term.

The Green Infrastructure Opportunity Areas referred to in Chapter 5 provide a starting 

point for consideration and appraisal by the Partnerships. This should not exclude other 

projects and schemes which can contribute to Green Infrastructure delivery.

Developing Local Level/Community Green Infrastructure Plans 

This document sets out a County-level strategy for Green Infrastructure. However the 

delivery of Green Infrastructure in Buckinghamshire will also need to happen at a district 

and local level. Districts are currently creating their own greenspace strategies addressing 

future greenspace provision in their areas (see Chapter 2). 

Informed by the evidence and proposals developed in this Strategy, it is recommended 

that Local Green Infrastructure Plans be developed within identified Priority Action Areas to 

suit local circumstances. These Plans should be used as a basis for co-ordinating local 

Green Infrastructure delivery, and provide technical evidence to inform LDFs and other 

relevant delivery plans at a more local level (e.g. Parish) there is a need for strong 

community input into identifying priorities/opportunities. 

Community Green Infrastructure Planning in Buckinghamshire (Living Networks)

Buckinghamshire GIC agreed to a methodology and format for the undertaking of local 

level community based Green Infrastructure Planning in Buckinghamshire called Living 

Networks. This approach forms the basis of local Green Infrastructure working within the 

County and allows the standardisation of a cross-boundary/County approach to local 

Green Infrastructure planning. The main aim of Living Networks is to identify the key 

existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets, accessible greenspaces and 

Rights of Way; and to plan new features that will provide a network of Green Infrastructure 

for the benefit of present and future generations. 

A pilot community Green Infrastructure project called Whaddon Chase Living Networks 

forms a pilot approach to undertaking Living Networks in Buckinghamshire. The area of 

Whaddon Chase has been selected by Buckinghamshire GIC due to its high 

environmental and landscape importance and its proximity to the urban fringe of the 

growth city of Milton Keynes. It is hoped that the Living Networks methodology can be 

rolled-out across other priority growth areas in Buckinghamshire and be used by local 

communities as the basis for securing funding and partnerships for local delivery.
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It is envisaged that this Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy will act as an 

overarching document that will help inform and guide district level and local Green 

Infrastructure plans. The Buckinghamshire GIC will act as a key role to the planning and 

delivery of Green Infrastructure due to its broad base, representation and expertise in the 

field. 

District Level Green Infrastructure Planning

Firstly the Local Planning Authority needs to identify how Green Infrastructure will be 

addressed in the LDF this may be through an Area Action plan or a Supplementary 

Planning Document (SPD). The local need for Green Infrastructure must be established 

identifying deficiencies in existing Green Infrastructure and identifying new opportunities. 

An environmental characterisation of the area will need to be identified along with high 

level local Green Infrastructure initiatives and future delivery partners. 

The Core Strategy of a LDF needs to include key principles and objectives for Green 

Infrastructure. It should also identify broad spatial priorities and areas of Green 

Infrastructure deficiency. Long term management of Green Infrastructure will need to be 

defined. The Local Green Infrastructure Plans should also be used as a tool to assist 

planners and developers in implementing Green Infrastructure principles.

This Green Infrastructure Strategy will inform the LDF process as supporting evidence 

based document. It is strongly recommended that the plan preparation process should 

involve local communities in the identification of projects to be put forward for Green 

Infrastructure funding as part of the Action Plans prepared by the Green Infrastructure 

Partnerships. 

Implementing the Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Strategy

·The Buckinghamshire GIC should take the leading role in supporting and taking forward 

the initiatives and projects identified in the Action Plan (Appendix I)

·The Action Plan (Appendix I) will be reviewed and updated on an annual basis

·Engagement with local community and interest groups should be undertaken in the          

development and implementation of projects that have been identified within the Action       

Plan

·Partnerships with adjacent authorities and organisations should be informed where            

cross boundary working and projects would be mutually beneficial

· When preparing LDFs existing standards for open space and strategic Green                   

Infrastructure should be subject to ongoing review

·Buckinghamshire GIC will continue to meet and focus on site-specific planning and           

design of Strategic Green Infrastructure projects identified in the Action Plan




