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Foreword

The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns Project

The Buckinghamshire Historic Towns Project has for the first 

time, enabled an in depth investigation, bringing together 

the documented histories and archaeological records to give 

a fuller picture of the evolution of our towns.

  

This report summarises the approach of the project and gives 

pen portraits of towns investigated in this study. It also shows 

how information can be used to manage Buckinghamshire's 

historic towns for the benefit of current and future 

generations and how future research, particularly through 

investigation of archaeological remains and historic 

buildings, could further enhance our understanding of these 

important heritage assets.

The Government's national planning policy recognises the 

importance of the historic environment in towns and that it 

can better be cherished if their spirit of place thrives.  We 

therefore urge local communities, planning authorities, 

developers and individuals with a responsibility for our towns 

to take note of this study when planning for the future.

Cllr. David Hopkins

Cabinet Member - Economic 

Development and Enterprise 

Milton Keynes Council

The historic towns of Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 

are a key part of what makes Buckinghamshire special.  

They are centres of commerce and population which 

embody the county's history, forming an essential part of 

our identity and sense of place.  Our earliest towns have 

origins dating back over a thousand years, most of the 

others were established during the Middle Ages (1066 to 

1536).  Despite Buckinghamshire's proximity to London, 

these towns changed only gradually until the 19th and 20th 

centuries when improved road and rail transport stimulated 

new development, in some instances producing entirely 

new urban centres. Today our urban landscapes are dynamic 

environments, constantly changing and adapting to modern 

needs and the pressure to accommodate new development. 

This demand can have consequences for the historic 

character of towns which have taken centuries to develop. 

Cllr. Lesley Clarke OBE

Cabinet Member - Environment

Buckinghamshire County Council

Town of Newport Pagnell © Mike Farley
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The Buckinghamshire Historic Towns Project was carried out 

between 2008 and 2013.  It forms part of a national 

programme funded by English Heritage, undertaken by 

Buckinghamshire County Council's Archaeological Service 

with input and advice from Milton Keynes Council.  The 

project was supported by Buckinghamshire's District 

Councils and many local specialists who contributed advice 

and guidance. The project's aims were to:

guide archaeological and historical research; 

influence local planning policy; 

inform urban historic land and buildings management 

and interpretation; 

encourage the integration of urban historic 

characterisation into the wider process of managing the 

urban environment.

A total of 30 historic places in Buckinghamshire and Milton 

Keynes were selected for the project; they were chosen 

because of their historic status as well as their significance 

as settlements today.  They range from the larger towns of 

Aylesbury, High Wycombe and Newport Pagnell to villages, 

such as Haddenham, Long Crendon and Hanslope that at 

one time in their history aspired to become towns. 

 

1. Introduction
1.1 Background

Aylesbury Vale

1. Aylesbury                              

2. Brill                                       

3. Buckingham                           

4. Great Horwood                   

5. Haddenham

6. Ivinghoe

7 Long Crendon

8. Wendover

9.  Whitchurch                               

10. Winslow

Chiltern District                        

11. Amersham                         

12. Chalfont St Giles                  

13. Chesham                             

14. Great Missenden                  

                                                

Milton Keynes

15 &16. Bletchley & Fenny Stratford

17. Hanslope

18. Little Brickhill

19. Newport Pagnell

20. Olney

21. Stony Stratford

22 & 23. New Bradwell & Wolverton

South Bucks District

24. Beaconsfield

25. Burnham

27. Gerrards Cross

Wycombe District

28.  High Wycombe

29.  Marlow

30.  Princes Risborough    

26. Denham

Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Historic Landscape Assessment

The results of the project are the production of illustrated 

reports for each town which are a point in time study, but 

can be updated when new information arises. 

The Historic Towns project is an urban compliment to the 

Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes Historic Landscape 

Characterisation (HLC), a project that produced a map 

recording the historic dimension 

of the county's landscape.
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Map showing the 
towns and villages 
studied in the project.
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Traditionally the approach for the management and 

protection of our historic towns is the use of heritage 

designations: listed building and conservation areas.  These 

offer protection by designation, (see glossary) although 

they tend to be selective, focussing on individual buildings 

or the most historical and architecturally sensitive parts of 

a town.  

By contrast, the method of Buckinghamshire Milton Keynes 

historic towns project goes beyond this approach; although 

not providing any statutory protection, it provides a more 

1.2 Historic Towns Project and Urban Conservation

Left: The extent of Chesham's conservation area. Right: the broader extent of the Bucks Historic Towns study of Chesham

generalised yet comprehensive analysis of our towns - 

looking at the urban environment in its entirety, from 

modern housing estates to retail parks.  It also includes an 

analysis of archaeology above and below ground.   

This broad brush and inclusive approach is not a substitute 

for conservation areas, but should be used as a source of 

information that underpins conservation area appraisals, 

providing additional context and information (see 

application section 8.2). 

The holistic approach of the Bucks Historic Towns project  

ties in with The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 

the government's guidance on planning. The NPPF places an 

emphasis of understanding 'character' and 'local 

distinctiveness' in place making (NPPF paragraph 131 – - and 

see section 8.1 of this report).

The Bucks Historic Towns project also accords with the 

principles of the European Landscape Convention (ELC). The 

ELC is a Council of Europe treaty that came into force in 

England in 2007; it is the first international agreement on 

1.3 National Planning Policy and the European Landscape Convention

landscape, devoted to the protection, management and 

planning of all landscapes.  This includes towns and villages, 

as well as open countryside, degraded as well as special 

places.  The Convention 

encourages the UK to 

establish and implement 

policies aimed at 

landscape protection, 

management and planning 

and involve the public in 

the process. 



Historical studies and documents are a rich source of 

information, for understanding any Buckinghamshire town.  

There are two types of documents. The first are primary 

sources, that is original documents created in the past.  

These include: state records, wills, market and borough 

charters, maps (see below), taxation records and deeds of 

property.  Some towns are fortunate in having records from 

an early date, while others start relatively late.  

The project was not able to examine many of these 

documents, although a specialist audit/assessment of 

primary sources was undertaken by a team of postgraduate 

researchers from Leicester University's department of 

history. 

By contrast, a "secondary" source is an interpretation or 

reconstruction of events written by a historian long after 

the period in which the events occurred. This category 

includes the many popular books written on towns in 

Buckinghamshire and reference works such as the Victoria 

County History for Buckinghamshire.  These sources vary in 

purpose and quality so most attention was given to those 

known to be carefully researched and referenced. 

2. Project Method

2.1 Documentary Research
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The project produced individual illustrated reports for each town compiled using a variety of sources including 

archaeological data, maps, photographs and documentary sources, as well as information gathered from rapid 

survey visits.

This information was synthesised and compiled into a database for each town with a series of digital maps that 

characterise its townscape and development.  

Primary documents 
Manor Court Records

Illustration of Wendover's former medieval market house (demolished 1839) later replaced in the 19th century by a library at the behest of 
the lord of the manor Abel-Smith

Secondary Sources 
Victoria County History: 

Pictorial evidence such as historical paintings and drawings 

of towns can also be very enlightening, as they can not only 

give an insight into the activities of a place but they can 

also show the presence of buildings that have long since 

been lost or destroyed.  



Historic maps are one of the most important sources of 

evidence for the evolution of Buckinghamshire's towns.   

They can show features such as the former extent of market 

areas, the location of lost buildings or place names that have 

long disappeared.  The pattern of streets and properties can 

also give clues about earlier layouts and changes that pre-

date the earliest maps but have become fossilised in a town's 

plan. 

Crucially historic maps can be used for plan-form analysis to 

estimate the extent of towns at earlier times. There are 

many surviving maps of towns in Buckinghamshire, some date 

back to the 17th century.  They include a 1611 map of 

Buckingham by the cartographer John Speed, who was 

renowned for producing town plans of towns as insets to his 

county maps. Speed's map of Buckingham ( ) shows 

in some detail the layout of the town including the former 

position of the medieval church before it was replaced by a 

new parish church on the old castle site in the 18th century.  

However old maps can be variable in their quality. They are 

less accurate than modern maps and often selective in what 

they show, emphasising certain features while omitting 

others.

There are also some very detailed estate maps dating to the 

17th and 18th centuries, commissioned by lords of the manor 

and 19th century tithe maps for parishes and which are 

generally of high quality and very accurate.

The most important single group are the Ordnance Survey 

maps and plans drawn up from 19th century to present.   The 

most detailed being the late 19th century 1:500 maps of 

principal towns: Aylesbury, High Wycombe, Marlow and 

Buckingham. These plans provide very detailed information 

on property layouts, and the variety of industries present at 

the time. The Ordnance Survey also produced a series of  25” 

to the mile maps which are very comprehensive. 

see below

2.2 Historic Maps
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The 6” to the mile edition is less detailed but when 

combined with later editions can chart the growth of a town 

from the late 19th century into the 20th century (e.g. see 

Chesham below.) 

 

 
Chesham: OS 6" map 1944-1951
 

Chesham OS 1st edition map 1876- 1880 

Chesham: OS 6" map 1900

 Extract from John Speed's 1611 map of Buckinghamshire



In addition to synthesising each town's documented history, 

the project analysed reports of archaeological investigations 

and finds held in the local Historic Environment Records 

(HERs).  Archaeology is important as it provides an added 

dimension and longer time-depth to our understanding of the 

past than that found in written sources. 

Archaeology can give a unique insight into the past.  

Unearthed discarded material such as pottery, scraps of 

leather, animal bones can reveal how life was lived at a 

particular time. These archaeological finds can provide 

evidence of our ancestors' domestic life, their diets, their 

status and wealth. 

Archaeology can also provide evidence how our towns were 

planned and developed. Excavations can reveal the existence 

of foundations of earlier buildings, and can uncover the 

evidence of former industries in towns that have been long 

forgotten or trades that we never knew existed. 

Archaeology can bring us face to face with previous 

inhabitants of towns. Excavations of former cemeteries/ 

burial grounds can provide insights into the health and living 

conditions. E.g. Leper cemetery at High Wycombe.

Archaeology has the potential to change perceptions of our 

town's past and even reinterpret their histories.  For example 

forty years of investigations in Aylesbury have shown that it 

was built on a prehistoric fort and was an important Anglo-

Saxon centre.

In addition to buried archaeology, historic buildings have an 

archaeological interest too. Buildings are witnesses to the 

past and can tell us much about the technology, social 

organisations, aspirations and everyday life of their 

inhabitants.

Historic buildings are essential components of 

Buckinghamshire's towns. They are part of the familiar and 

cherished local scene and, together with street patterns and 

open space, define both the historic development of a 

settlement and the way we live today.

Most historic buildings are the product of a series of additions 

and subtractions. This process provides archaeologists with 

physical evidence of changes in technology, fashion and social 

relations.  Many buildings contain hidden within them traces 

of older fabric that is not evident from the outside.

Many of our historic buildings are protected by listed status 

or lie within conservation areas.  However there are many 

2.3 Archaeology & Buildings
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- Below Ground Archaeology

Above Ground Archaeology - Historic Buildings

historic buildings that are not listed that are still of 

interest.   Understanding can change our perceptions of the 

extent of our towns at different times and how they 

developed.

Excavation at the former brewery site, Marlow

Pottery and medieval wall George Street Aylesbury

28 High Street, Wendover:  what appears to be an early 20th century 
Edwardian shop is in fact a 17th century timber framed building.



An important approach used in the project is the 

study of town plans, to understand the pattern of 

historic development. 

This involves the analysis of different physical 

component parts of a town including: street patterns, 

plot patterns and building patterns, sometimes 

referred to collectively as the 'urban grain'. Analysis of 

specific settlements is usually undertaken using 

historic maps to work out how the town has changed 

over time and to see how different towns compare to 

each other.  In some places archaeological evidence 

can be used to support a particular interpretation; in 

others the analysis can suggest where archaeological 

investigation could best be targeted in future.

On the right is a 19th century map of Stony Stratford. 

This shows a distinct pattern of long plot boundaries, 

2.4 Analysis of Town Plans
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After analysing historic maps of towns, the next phase of 

the project was to produce an urban character map of each 

town.   Using Geographical Information Systems (GIS), a 

digital coloured map is produced that broadly records the 

different urban characteristics, of our towns – a 

classification of over 60 types of buildings including houses, 

places of worship, industry,  civic buildings. Each coloured 

area denoting a particular age and type of development.

 

Using the historic maps a characterisation process 

Historic Urban Characterisation mapping simplifies complex 

patterns into blocks of urban character and therefore should 

not be used as a definitive guide to historic buildings or 

their materials. The process is designed to enable the broad 

categorisation of urban character and to allow the 

quantification of urban change.  The mapping provides a 

useful tool for identifying patterns in the historic 

environment which may be of interest to planners, 

developers, architects and the general public.

After producing character maps a second phase is to refine 

the mapping information by undertaking a survey on the 

ground.  Here a more detailed record is made of the 

character of the present built environment, noting the 

variation in building types, building materials, architectural 

styles and plan forms of buildings.  A photographic record is 

also made to encapsulate the character of each area. 

2.5 Urban Characterisation 

Town Plan of Stony Stratford

laid out at right angles either side of the High street.  

This is interpreted as evidence for medieval town 

planning with plots allotted for traders in the 13th 

century when the town was founded. 

 Recording the built character of towns using GIS

Undertaking Character Survey  © English Heritage



The process of analysing and characterising 

Buckinghamshire's historic towns produces a large quantity 

of information including the character of buildings, historic 

town plans and the discovery and potential of buried 

archaeology.  This multitude of information can be hard to 

assimilate, In order to summarise this into a more digestible 

form, the project created 'historic urban character zones' for 

each town.

These zones are defined by areas that have similar 

characteristics, although occasionally there may be more 

diversity as a result of piecemeal change.   

For each zone there is an assessment of the ''significance' of 

heritage.   The issue of significance is enshrined in the  

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF); one of its core 

principles that should underpin plan-making and decision-

taking is that planning should conserve 'heritage assets' in a 

manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be 

enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this 

and future generations.

As people value historic places in many different ways, 

significance has been assessed using English Heritage's 

Conservation Principles:  which looks at four heritage values 

so a holistic picture can be drawn of the contribution made 

by the historic environment to the character of local places. 

These heritage values are: 

The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human 

activity, typically through study of buried archaeological 

remains or historic buildings.  Evidential value extends to 

the analysis of plan form, street patterns and plot 

boundaries in towns as for example in defining the possible 

Saxon burh (fortified settlement) at Buckingham.

Assessments of evidential value reflect not just what is 

already known but the potential of a place to contribute 

new knowledge.

Derives from the ways in which past people and events and 

aspects of life can be connected through a place to the 

present. It tends to be either illustrative of particular 

activities or process or associative with famous people or 

events.  e.g. the location of buildings around and 

encroaching on to the historic market places in Aylesbury, 

the distinctive coaching inns of Stony Stratford, or furniture 

factories in High Wycombe.

2.6 Character Zones, Significance and Heritage Values 
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Evidential value

Historical value

38 St John’s Street, Newport Pagnell. A plaque, dated to 1615, 
dedicating the hospital to the people of the town from Queen Anne, 

wife of James I

Great Missenden Historic Urban 
Character map and  Urban 

Character Zones 

Excavation at Walton, Aylesbury



Derives the ways in which people draw sensory and 

intellectual stimulation from a place.  It can reflect 

deliberate design (e.g. architecture) or the fortuitous 

coming together of features to create a 'patina' of age.  An 

example of this is the historic core of Buckingham, which 

has a tight urban grain of narrow roads lined by a variety of 

historic buildings.

This derives from the meanings of a place for the people 

who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective 

experience or memory. Communal values can be closely 

bound up with historical (particularly associative) and 

aesthetic values, but tend to have additional and specific 

aspects manifesting as symbolic, commemorative, social or 

spiritual values. Examples would be historic market places 

such as Princes Risborough, war memorials or places of 

worship.  

Communal value was particularly challenging for this study 

to assess as it is not principally a matter of expert 

knowledge and only limited public consultation was 

possible.  It has therefore only been possible to indicate 

where this value is clearly evident and the absence of such 

recognition should not be taken as indicating that a place 

has little communal heritage value. 

All heritage value assessments represent professional 

evidence-based judgments made at a point in time. They 

may be reviewed and revised as new information, concerns 

or issues come to light.  

The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns Project Page 9

Aesthetic value 

Communal value

Market House Princes Risborough

For the purposes of this report, each town summary 

contains a 'broad brush' assessment of heritage values.  

Using the historic urban character zones, a series of colour-

scale maps have been producing showing level of 

significance.  The assessments are very much a generalised 

approximation of value and are not a substitute for more 

nuanced or detailed studies.  

Assessment of Significance

 

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low

Evidential Historical CommunalAesthetic  

View along Church Street, Buckingham



Anglo-Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

The Saxon period is especially significant for Aylesbury as it 

is to this period that the town owes its origin. The fact that 

Aylesbury is documented as a 6th century 'British' town 

which fell to the Saxons and has from its hinterland 

substantial evidence for settlement and burials of this time 

makes it a key location for study of this transition.   The 

town had two different parts.   An early minster church and 

royal manor was built within the old hillfort and linked by a 

causeway across the boggy land of the Bearbrook to a 

substantial but apparently lower status settlement at 

Walton. Before 1066 Aylesbury had a market, a mint and a 

minster church which drew taxes from neighbouring villages 

but despite this it was not the county town - a 10th century 

political-military decision which had the effect of stunting 

the town's administrative role and potential.  

Aylesbury's plan form crystallised during the medieval 

period and was to remain stable until the 19th century, 

indeed its influence is still strong over much of the town 

centre.  The large open markets surrounded by shops and 

inns illustrate the increased importance of commercial 

activities. During this period Aylesbury eclipsed Buckingham 

as the administrative centre of the county, it possessed a 

thriving market, had a central location and access to 

strategic routes.   The church, although still important to 

the local community, lost its wider role.   The town centre 

around St. Mary's church, Kingsbury and the Market Square 

retains much of its medieval character.

3. Aylesbury Vale District
3.1 Aylesbury
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A reconstruction of the 6th century Anglo Saxon settlement, Walton

Aylesbury is the only town in Buckinghamshire where there is 

clear evidence that it occupies an important prehistoric site.  

Excavations at Prebendal, adjacent to St Mary's Church, 

revealed that the old town is sited within an Iron Age hillfort 

to 4th century BC.  There was also evidence of a notable 

ritual area containing the burials of four children and a 

young woman, most accompanied by animals. The hillfort 

was influential in the creation of the much later town. Apart 

from the hillfort there is also archaeological evidence for an 

older prehistoric settlement at Walton, dating to the Bronze 

Age - Early Iron Age (2350 BC to 401 BC).  During Roman 

times Akeman Street (now the A41) was built and the main 

settlement shifted to thenorthwest to Fleet Marston just 

outside the modern town.

Prehistoric & Roman (c. 2500 BC – AD 410)

Skull discovered in hillfort ditch at Prebendal excavations

Aerial photograph of Aylesbury's Old town © Mike Farley
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Post-Medieval  (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

Aylesbury was a fortified parliamentarian garrison town 

during the English Civil War.  It did not expand significantly 

until the 18th century, when the enclosure of the 

countryside resulted in people migrating to the town from 

surrounding villages. Aylesbury's civic and administrative 

function grew during this period with the establishment of 

twice yearly assize courts and the quarterly meeting of the 

county's magistrates.  Although High Wycombe was 

Buckinghamshire's largest town Aylesbury's legal role 

together with its flourishing cattle market brought wealth to 

the town and confirmed its pre-eminence as the principal 

market town in the county.

Aylesbury's role as an agricultural market continued in the 

19th and 20th centuries. The cattle market was still located 

in the Market Square until it moved to Walton Street  before 

closing altogether in 1987. In the 19th century the town was 

connected to the canal and railway network while the late 

19th and 20th centuries saw modest industrialisation with 

new centres along the periphery of the town at New 

Zealand, California and Walton coupled with small increases 

in residential housing.  However, London overspill in the 

1950s saw residential development rapidly increase as 

Aylesbury became part of the London commuter belt.  As a 

consequence, Aylesbury now includes large areas with a 

variety of fairly typical modern housing styles. 

Watermead Estate

 

18th century Baroque building Aylesbury Crown Court

Chronological development of Aylesbury 
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low

Evidential Historical CommunalAesthetic  

Historic Urban Character Map
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Anglo- Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Brill has a commanding position perched on top of a hill 

with panoramic views over the countryside of 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.  Brill's location, its 

geology and the presence of springs must have made this an 

attractive place for early settlement, indeed it may have 

been built on a prehistoric site.  The name “Brill” is itself 

of historic importance since it is one of the few places in 

the county to have retained a name with a Celtic element – 

“bre” meaning hill.  To this the Anglo-Saxons added their 

own word for hill.  It is not clear exactly when Brill became 

a settlement but it was a royal manor, owned by Edward 

the Confessor (1003-1066).  The king had a hunting lodge, 

which is thought to have stood west of the present church.  

After the conquest the Norman kings continued to use the 

royal lodge and for hunting in Bernwood Forest.  However 

during the reign of King Henry II (1154-1189) Brill fell out of 

favour, the new palace at Woodstock was preferred.  By 

1337 Brill had ceased to be a royal manor.  

Brill had a market and annual fair; however it failed to 

develop as a town, probably because it lost its royal 

patronage and its market was unable to compete with other 

towns such as Aylesbury.  Despite this setback a thriving 

industry developed from making pottery which was 

despatched to markets in Oxford and throughout the 

Midlands.  Remains of several medieval, and later, pottery 

kilns have been found during archaeological investigations.  

In the 17th century Bernwood's status as a royal forest was 

removed.  However Brill was still important for its clay-

based industries. Brick and tile making was to take over 

from pottery as Brill's chief industry in this period. Much of 

the clay industry was focussed on Brill Common, which 

today bears the scars of pits, the legacy of several centuries 

of digging to extract clay, sand, lime and stone. 

 

During the Civil War the Brill was garrisoned by the Royalists 

and then by the Parliamentarians.  The population of Brill 

was to fall quite dramatically during this time, only 

recovering during the 18th century. 

3.2 Brill

Photograph of the village showing the curving line of the High Street 
which may have been the bailey of a castle

Excavated  pottery kiln, Brill 

The restored Brill Windmill © Marian Miller
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Modern (1800-Present) 
In the 19th century the Aubrey-Fletchers became lords of 

the manor.  Brill's parish church originated as a royal 

chapel, but for centuries was only a chapel of ease to the 

mother church at Oakley.   Brill's population declined in the 

20th century  although the village has grown since the end 

of World War II with the building of many more houses, 

including two council estates.  

Chronological development of Brill

Brill brickworks c.1900
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low

 

Evidential Historical CommunalAesthetic  

Historic Urban Character Map
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Anglo- Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Buckingham is situated in the upper reaches of the Ouse 

valley.  It is one of the earliest documented settlements in 

the county, dating back to at least AD 914 when Edward the 

Elder established a double burh, a defended settlement 

which formed part of a network of fortifications in the 

region against the Danish rulers of the Midlands.  

Buckingham was a significant settlement in the late Anglo 

Saxon period, possessing a mint and probably a minster 

church. It became the administrative centre of the newly 

established county.  Buckingham is of considerable 

archaeological interest for its role in the re-conquest of the 

Danelaw.  

After the Norman Conquest, a castle was constructed within 

the burh and the town began to expand. In the medieval 

period, Buckingham grew north-eastward to include a large 

market lined by long, narrow burgage plots for merchants 

and tradesmen which helped the town prosper. By the 13th 

century it was supplying wool to the cloth trade, although it 

was never as wealthy as wool towns in the south  or east of 

England. 

Although Buckingham initially held the role of county town, 

as early as the 13th century the town's economic and 

political influence started to wane, being eclipsed by 

Aylesbury, which was geographically better positioned. 

Despite being given borough status in the 16th century, the 

county's administrative role moved decisively to Aylesbury 

in the 17th century.  This was a setback, although 

Buckingham remained an important centre for industry and 

commerce, being renowned for tanning and bell founding. 

From the 17th century, Buckingham was heavily influenced 

by the patronage of the Temple-Grenvilles of Stowe, whose 

successive incumbents contributed to the development of 

the town.

Buckingham was profoundly affected by a fire in 1725 which 

destroyed one third of the houses.   Many of the Georgian 

fronted buildings date to the rebuilding in the 18th and 

19th centuries.  There was another disaster when the old 

church fell down in 1776; a new one being constructed on 

the site of the old Castle in the 1780s. 

3.3 Buckingham

St Mary's church occupying Buckingham castle site  © Mike Farley

Buckingham possess a number of fine post medieval buildings 
including Trolley Hall, Castle Street

 Speed map of Buckingham. The Anglo-Saxon burh is believed to have 
been located in the loop of the River Ouse
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Modern Period (1800-Present)
The 19th century saw the opening of the Grand Junction 

canal (1801) and the Buckingham branch of the London to 

Birmingham railway, (1850). Although initially providing a 

positive impact, in both cases Buckingham was bypassed by 

the main national network.  Buckingham grew modestly in 

the 19th century it was not until the second half of the 20th 

century that the town expanded rapidly  with the 

development of a number of large housing estates and  a 

bypass.  It is also the home of the University of Buckingham, 

a private university established in the 1970s.

18th Century Buckingham Gaol

Chronological development of Buckingham 
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Historic Urban Character Map

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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3.4 Great Horwood

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

In the 15th century the lords of the manor, New College, 

Oxford, secured a market charter for a weekly market and 

a three-day annual fair. There is evidence of possible 

planned development in the village with the laying out of 

plots along the High Street and the presence of The Green, 

which has generally been interpreted as a market-place.   

However there is no documentary evidence that the market 

was ever established.  Medieval records show that the 

occupation of most villagers was in agriculture with few 

trades associated with towns.  Archaeological investigation 

might shed light whether there really was a late medieval 

re-planning and whether any urban activities actually 

began.  

A great fire in 1781 destroyed many farms and cottages, 

necessitating the rebuilding of much of the village-core, 

and leaving a legacy of “many attractive minor Georgian 

brick cottages”, as described by building historian Nikolas 

Pevsner.  He also mentions the “large number of timber-

framed and thatched houses” which now contribute so 

much to the aesthetic and historic value of the place, as 

well as the variety of its townscape. 

By the 19th century Great Horwood was essentially a 

farming village with several resident trades-people and 

cottage industries such as lace-making and straw-plaiting. 

There was limited early-20th century development but the 

creation of Little Horwood airfield in 1942 was to have far 

greater impact.  This resulted in the requisitioning of 

farmland and the building of many temporary RAF 

structures, some of which still survive.  The release of much 

of this land for housing-development after the war, led to 

late-20th century growth around the village. 

Great Horwood depicted on an 1842 Tithe Map. The arrangement of 
plots (tofts and crofts) on the southern side of the High Street are a 

notable feature

Timber framed buildings at Little Horwood Road

Located in north Buckinghamshire, Great Horwood is an example of a village which had aspirations to become a town but this 

was never realised. Great Horwood's origins as a permanent place date back to at least the late Anglo-Saxon period, although 

Roman finds indicate earlier activity in the area. 

20th century housing development, Little Horwood Road, 
Great Horwood
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Chronological development of Great Horwood
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3.5 Haddenham

Anglo Saxon (AD 410–1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

Field walking surveys carried out across the parish indicate 

a landscape that is archaeologically rich with evidence from 

the prehistoric periods.  Archaeological evidence and 

documentary research indicate the hamlet at Church End is 

probably the earliest part of the settlement, with evidence 

for occupation from the Anglo-Saxon period. Documentary 

references indicate the presence of a church by Domesday 

(1086).

Haddenham acquired a market for a brief period at the end 

of the 13th century.  There is little evidence for medieval 

settlement planning; rather Haddenham appears to have 

grown out of a series of small hamlets to form one long 

village by the 16th century.  However, documentary 

research indicates that the village never achieved town 

status, instead remaining a market village, possibly because 

of overshadowing by the nearby markets at Thame and 

Aylesbury. Another factor, which either inhibited or 

reflected the lack of urban development, was that the 

village was largely bypassed by the major roads/routeways. 

  

Haddenham contains numerous historic buildings primarily 

dating from the 17th to the 18th centuries, although they 

may contain earlier elements.  The village is distinctive in 

its extensive use of witchert, a local form of earth-wall 

construction, in its buildings and boundary walls.

In the mid 19th century, the landscape of Haddenham parish 

was significantly altered with the enclosure of the open 

fields.  Enclosure also had a profound affect on  

Haddenham's economy. Many villagers employed on the land 

were displaced and this led to widespread poverty.  

However by the 20th century Haddenham's fortunes 

changed and the village became a focus for housing 

development in the 1970s & 1980s.  Today it is regarded as 

one of the most attractive villages in the vale and 

residential properties are highly desirable.

Post medieval buildings around the Green 

Medieval Wealden House, Church End Farm, Church End

20th century flats, Franklin Road, Haddenham.
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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Chronological development of Haddenham
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3.6 Ivinghoe

Anglo Saxon (AD 410–1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

Ivinghoe is one of the “strip parishes” of the Icknield Belt 

where the Vale of Aylesbury meets the Chiltern hills.  In an 

area where there is ample evidence of prehistoric 

settlement – for example the hillfort on Ivinghoe Beacon  – 

the village's origins go back at least to the Anglo-Saxon 

period.  There was probably a Saxon church here.  The 

manor was owned by the Bishops of Winchester from before 

the Norman Conquest through to the 16th century and most 

of their meticulous records have survived. 

 

The records show that shops were already being set up in 

the village by the early 14th century and in 1318 the Bishop 

obtained the right to hold a weekly market on Thursdays 

and two annual fairs.  The market continued until about 

1900 but Ivinghoe failed to develop as an urban centre and 

remained a market village.  The Bishop's manor house was 

at Berrystead next to the church, where there may also 

have been a grange and rabbit warren.  The last remaining 

buildings were demolished in the 19th century and today 

only earthworks remain.  There was another medieval 

manor house connected with the rectory on The Lawn or 

Park, the large public green in the centre of the village 

where the village pound and well-house also used to stand.  

Survey has shown that Pendyce House retains elements of a 

13th century hall house and the King's Head also contains 

medieval fabric.

In 1563 the new lord of the manor changed the weekly 

market to a Saturday and a market hall was built around 

this time.  By the 17th century both the manor and the 

church were under the control of the Brownlow family 

(later the Dukes of Bridgewater) who owned the Ashridge 

estate.  The Duke also paid for alterations to make a house 

into a new vicarage in Church Road; until 1826 the vicarage 

was in a 15th century building in High Street.  Apart from 

brewing the major industry in Ivinghoe was the cottage 

industry of straw-plaiting.

There was some brick making in the north of the parish and 

coprolite digging for a while in the 1860s-70s.  The opening 

of the Grand Junction Canal (1800) and the London and 

Birmingham Railway (1838) improved communication links.  

Railway stations at Tring and Cheddington have put Ivinghoe 

within convenient commuting distance of London Post Medieval housing 9 to 17 High Street

13th century church of St. Mary the Virgin, Ivinghoe 

Aerial photograph of Ivinghoe © Mike Farley
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Chronological development of Ivinghoe
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3.7 Long Crendon

Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

The earliest reference to Long Crendon comes from the 

Domesday Book of 1086 which records that Long Crendon was 

an unusually populous village with a deer park, one of only 

two recorded in Buckinghamshire, at that time.

Long Crendon was a manor of the powerful Giffard family and 

tradition states that they used Long Crendon as their principal 

residence. Suggestions of a former 'castle' near the church are 

unconfirmed but it is the most likely location for what would 

surely have been a major aristocratic manorial complex. The 

village was given a market grant in 1215 and it appears that 

the market was prosperous enough to pose a threat to the 

nearby market at Thame.  The bishop of Lincoln, the Lord of 

the manor of Thame, successfully petitioned the King for the 

closure of the rival market. This decision killed off Long 

Crendon's commercial aspirations and any hope of it had of 

becoming a town. 

The historic settlement plan of Long Crendon comprises a 

series of 'ends' perhaps originating in the Saxon period. It is 

thought there was later Norman and medieval expansion along 

the High Street and Bicester Road towards Lower End.    

Long Crendon is notable for its high survival of late medieval 

buildings, including cruck built houses, claimed to be the 

largest concentration of such buildings in England. 

There was only limited settlement expansion in the 16th to 

18th centuries. The village is known for its post medieval 

needle and lace industries, workshops for the needle making 

survive within the village.  

Medieval church of St Mary's church Long Crendon

Chronological development of Long Crendon

Long Crendon Manor, Frogmore Lane
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Historic Urban Character Map

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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3.8 Wendover

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Settlement was drawn away from this area when a borough 

was established in the early 13th century.  The new 

settlement fronted the present High Street, one of three 

main streets lined with timber-framed buildings, some 

hidden by 18th century facades.  At the beginning of the 

14th century the town returned two members to 

parliament, but this privilege was rescinded in the same 

century. 

The right to return MPs was resurrected in the 17th century 

and Wendover became known as an infamous 'Rotten 

Borough'. In the 18th and 19th centuries there were 

improvements in transportation, the Wendover to 

Buckingham turnpike was opened in 1721 and a branch of 

the Grand Union Canal opened 1796-7.  However, the 

Wendover branch was never successful; plagued with 

problems the canal effectively closed in 1901.  Apart from 

agriculture there was no significant industry in Wendover, 

most were small scale industries such as lacemaking and 

shoe making.

The town's population remained at a constant level 

throughout the 19th century, although the arrival of the 

Metropolitan Railway from London in 1892 provided a 

delayed catalyst for growth. In the 1920s Wendover became 

a focus for 'weekender' visitors from London; as a 

consequence of the town's popularity there was an increase 

in house building including sizable country and suburban 

semis. 

Wendover is a small market town nestling in a gap of the Chilterns scarp; it's origins as a place date back to at least the 10th 

century.  The original settlement is believed to have been located near the church and manor house, which now stand in 

isolation at the south edge of town. 

Red Lion. Wendover

Extract from the 1795 Enclosure map, depicting Wendover. The extent 
town is believed to have changed very little from medieval period.

Chronological development of Wendover
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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3.9 Whitchurch

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

The village was controlled by the Bolebec family and in the 

12th century they built a castle just west of the main road, 

which moved the focus of the village away from the church.  

The Bolebecs owned a lot of land in the county and 

Whitchurch became a place of prestige as head of the Barony 

of Bolebec.  The castle included a garden and there was a 

deer park to the south.  By 1245 the manor had come into the 

hands of the Earl of Oxford who obtained a charter granting 

the right to hold a weekly market and annual fair and created 

a market place on Market Hill, which was then the road to 

Oving and Quainton.  By this time Whitchurch had become a 

borough, but the market seems to have lasted less than a 

century and Whitchurch was to revert to village status.

Whitchurch contains many historic buildings; the majority are 

of a vernacular style dating to the 16th to18th centuries, 

timber-framed with walls of stone, render or brick or 

sometimes a combination of all three. According to local 

tradition the stone now seen on village buildings came from 

Bolebec Castle, which was used as a quarry following its 

demolition, supposedly during the Civil War

Silk-making, introduced to Whitchurch in the 1830s, provided 

employment for some women in a factory built in Little 

London but the venture did not last long.  The only other 

industry in Whitchurch was a brick and tile making yard off 

Bushmead Road, which closed in the 1920s.  

The Firs, a country house built in 1897, is now an office.  

During the Second World War it was the home of Ministry of 

Defence 1, a department given the task of devising and testing 

secret weapons.  Dubbed “Winston Churchill's Toyshop”, the 

story of the top-secret wartime activities at The Firs has only 

emerged in recent years

The Firs site of 'Churchill's Toyshop'

Winster Paddocks, 16th century, a former coaching inn in the 
post-medieval period 

Whitchurch from the air showing St Mary's church and earthwork of 
Bolbec castle 

Whitchurch is a large village five miles north of Aylesbury.  Its origins as a permanent settlement date back to at least the 

Anglo-Saxon period, when its stone church gave Whitchurch its name.   
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Chronological development of Whitchurch

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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3.10 Winslow

Anglo Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

Winslow, has origins in the Saxon period and is associated 

with the 8th century Mercian King, Offa.  It is reputed that 

Offa's palace was built at Dene Hill, south of the A413 

between Winslow and Shipton but there is no evidence.  

King Offa, gave his Winslow estate to St. Albans Abbey, in 

whose possession it remained until the dissolution of the 

monasteries in the 16th century. 

In 1235 the Abbey obtained a charter to hold a weekly 

market and annual fair at Winslow.  A market place was 

created out of part of St. Laurence's churchyard and a block 

of burgage plots was laid out next to the Market Square on 

what is now the east side of High Street.  This was referred 

to in medieval records as the “New Town” whilst the old 

east-west road, Sheep Street and Horn Street, was called 

the Old Town. 

By the 17th century the manor was acquired by the 

Lowndes family. The Lowndes name is associated with 

Winslow Hall their impressive mansion, which still 

dominates Sheep Street.  Winslow possessed a number of 

tanneries and several leatherworkers. It was also on the 

turnpike road, a stopping point for coaches for London ran 

from the Bell Inn. Winslow has some fine timber-framed 

buildings particularly on Sheep Street and Horn Street. 

Timber-framed buildings in Market Square and High Street 

were refaced in the 18th and 19th centuries with brick.  

The opening of a station on the Bletchley to Oxford railway 

had an impact in Winslow; prompting the expansion of the 

town north to the railway line.  Despite the growth in the 

town the railway did not spawn any new industries but did 

make it easier to transport agricultural produce.  A new 

cattle market was built in Bell Walk whilst hiring fairs were 

still held in the market place.  

The break-up of the Winslow Hall estate provided land for 

the building of the Elmfields estate in the 1960s.  This was 

followed by more house-building in Lowndes Way and the 

Magpie Farm estate.  

Winslow Hall, Sheep Street

20th Century housing at Comerford Way, Winslow

Aerial photograph of Winslow, earliest elements of the town are 
around the church. The High Street is believed to be a later addition 

© Mike Farley 
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Chronological development of Winslow

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low 
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post Medieval (1536-1800)

There is archaeological evidence for a Roman villa estate 

just upstream of the Old Town and documentary evidence 

from the Domesday Book for rural settlements and a royal 

estate at ‘Agmodesham’.  Hovever, Amersham only 

developed urban attributes from around AD 1200 when the 

lord of the manor was granted the rights to hold fairs and 

markets.  Later in the 13th century Amersham obtained 

borough status and sent representatives to parliament but 

independent urban institutions did not develop and 

Amersham seems to have remained under the thrall of its 

lords.  The medieval market place (the High Street) forms 

the town's spine within which one can still see a traditional 

market hall.  

The High Street is lined by historic buildings dated to the 

16th – 18th centuries, many of which probably either 

contain medieval fabric or lie on sites originally developed 

at that time.  On the south side of the High Street there are 

regular, long narrow burgage plots probably laid out when 

the borough was created.  In contrast properties on the 

north side of the High Street lay outside the borough in a 

different manor and have much shorter plots backing onto 

the river.

In the late 15th and early 16th centuries Amersham became 

a hotbed of non-conformism; which was subject to violent 

persecution.  There was limited development to the town in 

the post medieval (16th-18th century) with some 

settlement expanding along Rectory Hill and Whielden 

Street.

4. Chiltern District
4.1 Amersham

Post-Medieval buildings on Wheilden Street

Amersham is situated in the Chiltern Hills to the west of London.  It is a town of two parts: an old medieval town which lies 

in the Misbourne Valley and a 'new town' which grew up around the railway station on the ridge to the north in the early-mid 

Twentieth Century. 

Aerial photograph of Amersham, showing the medieval layout of 
the High Street and associated burgage plots. © Mike Farley
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Modern (1800-1536)
The construction of the railway line in 1892 about a mile 

north of Amersham drastically altered the morphology of 

the town, creating a new settlement – Amersham-on-the-

Hill – that eventually merged with the Old Town.  

Amersham-on-the-Hill remained relatively small until the 

1920s when the 'Metro-land' ideal inspired development 

around the new town and coalesced with Old Amersham. 

Chronological development of Amersham

'Metroland' development: Parade of shops at Hill Avenue, Amersham
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low 

Evidential Historical CommunalAesthetic  
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Anglo Saxon (AD 410–1066)

Medieval & Post Medieval (1066–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Historically Chalfont was first mentioned in AD 949 as 

Caedeles funta (Ceadel's spring) but there was no distinction 

made between the three separate villages, Chalfont St 

Giles, Little Chalfont and Chalfont St Peter.  Chalfont is later 

shown in the Domesday Book as Celfunte and Celfunde.

For most of the medieval period the manor of Chalfont St 

Peter was held by Missenden Abbey until the dissolution 

when it passed to a succession of families including the 

Drurys, the Bulstrodes and the Whitchurch family who held 

it from 1650 to 1809. The founding of a market and fair in 

1229 is a key point in Chalfont's history but it was not the 

catalyst for growth or expansion and it doubtful if the 

market was ever successful.

Aside from the historic core of the village perhaps the most 

significant aspect of Chalfont's heritage lies with its historic 

built environment of the 19th and 20th centuries; which 

charts the transformation of a historic village into a 

twentieth-century 'metroland settlement'.  The catalyst of 

this transformation being the arrival of the railway at 

Gerrards Cross which connected this part of 

Buckinghamshire to London and Birmingham. 

Metroland housing is characterised by the villa settlements 

of Austenway and Latchmoor Grove; and the Arts and Crafts 

styled villas at North Park, and Latchmoor Grove.  Other 

notable buildings are The Grange, the 1920s promenade of 

shops along the Market Place and the National Centre for 

Epilepsy. 

The majority of development came after the 1920s when 

residential housing continued apace.  A consequence of 

modern urbanisation is that Chalfont St Peter coalesced with 

Gerrards Cross and it is now hard to distinguish the 

boundaries or separation between the two settlements. 

4.2 Chalfont St Peter

The Greyhound Inn, one of the few surviving historic buildings in 
Chalfont St Peter

Market Place, Chalfont St Peter

Houses at Austenway, Chalfont St Peter

Chalfont St Peter is today regarded as a 'suburban village' which expanded rapidly in the 20th century.  However, examination 

of its early history shows that it attempted to become a commercial centre but it was never anything more than a large 

village. 
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Chronological development of Chalfont St Peter

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low 
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Anglo Saxon (AD 410–1066)

Medieval (1066–1536)

Post-medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

The market town of Chesham is located within a narrow 

valley in the Chilterns hills at the source of the river Chess.  

There is archaeological evidence for prehistoric and Roman 

occupation; however the earliest documentary record of 

Chesham dates from AD 957 when Chesham was part of a 

royal manor. Not a great deal is known about the size or 

character of the Anglo Saxon settlement but it is suggested 

to have focused around the church and the area known as 

the Bury. 

 It is not until the medieval period that we have more 

information about Chesham. The town's medieval prosperity 

was based on mills along the Chess (there were four at the 

time of Domesday) and the market granted in 1257. It is 

thought that the High Street was laid out around the time 

of the founding of a market.  The medieval town is 

characterised by the regular, long narrow tenement plots 

running at right angles to the High Street.

Chesham became a successful small town thanks to its mills 

that supplied corn to the London markets.  By the 16th 

century the majority of Chesham's mills had converted to 

other industries, workers were employed in the cloth 

making and leather trades,  while smaller craft industries 

such as straw plaiting, wood working, bodging, turning and 

chair making were also significant. 

There was limited development to the town in the 16th-

18th century; expansion was constrained by the topography 

of the valley, with the town expanding south along Red Lion 

Street Hill and north along Broad Street.

The industrial capabilities of Chesham were improved in the 

late 19th century with the development of the 'Newtown' to 

the north of the High Street, although it was the late arrival 

of the Metropolitan railway in 1889 that was the real 

catalyst, revitalising industries by connecting them to the 

London markets.  The railway had another delayed effect 

which was to attract people to settle to in the town.  

4.3 Chesham

Aerial photograph of Chesham, showing the arrangement of the 
medieval town as it, extends along the Chess Valley

Market Square Chesham

The town was also revitalised with the demolition of 

insanitary housing in the 1930s; although this improved 

conditions, a consequence was the loss of many historic 

properties.  The town centre has been progressively 

redeveloped since the 1960s. The population of Chesham 

grew to over 10,000 by 1951 but since 1947 it has been 

restricted by the designation of the Metropolitan Green Belt.
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low  

Evidential Historical CommunalAesthetic  
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Chronological development of Chesham



Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Although recorded in the Domesday Book in 1086, Missenden 

was probably no more than a small hamlet until the 

foundation of Missenden Abbey in 1133.  A degree of urban 

planning seems to have taken place after the establishment 

of the Abbey; with the laying out of the High Street. The 

date of the High Street is uncertain although it may have 

originated around the time of the granting of a market 

charter and fair in the 13th century.  

There are references in medieval records that suggest Great 

Missenden had the legal status of a borough. However the 

market and its fair appear to have become largely 

redundant by the 16th century, which also coincided with 

the disbanding of Missenden Abbey. 

After the dissolution, the abbey church and grounds were 

converted into a residence. Over the next three centuries it 

was in the possession of a series of powerful families 

including the Fleetwoods and the Carringtons.

  

Great Missenden did not grow much beyond its medieval 

extent.   Although its position on a major route between the 

Midlands and London made it a stopping point for travellers.  

The Red Lion and The George were coaching inns, providing 

rest and refreshment for travellers and their horses. 

However, Great Missenden failed to compete with other 

larger towns for the coaching trade and by the late 18th 

century the town had declined in importance and 

prosperity. 

The arrival of the Metropolitan Railway in 1892, improved 

the fortunes of Great Missenden connecting the town to 

London.  As a consequence there was a growth in housing in 

the 20th century and the town's attractive character and 

landscape setting made it a desirable location to live for 

workers commuting to London.  For 36 years Great 

Missenden was the chosen home of the author Roald Dahl, 

who often found the High Street and its surroundings a 

source of inspiration for his writings. 

4.4 Great Missenden

Medieval burial from the Abbey excavations

The Missenden Abbey house converted from the monastery, now a 
conference centre

The Roald Dahl Museum, High Street, Great Missenden

Great Missenden is a large village nestling in the Misbourne Valley.  Throughout its history it is questionable whether Great 

Missenden was ever a town. 
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

However, the market and fair were settled at Fenny 

Stratford and the town later achieved borough status. 

Throughout the medieval period the chapels at Fenny 

Stratford and Water Eaton were considered dependencies 

on the church at Old Bletchley.  While the principal manor 

was sited at Water Eaton in the 11th century, it had in all 

likelihood been moved to Bletchley Park by the 14th 

century following the creation of a deer park there. 

The post-medieval period saw little expansion of the 

settlements at Bletchley or Fenny Stratford and in fact 

settlement decline has been recorded following outbreaks 

of plague and the failure of the market on several 

occasions, despite revivals such as the construction of a 

market house by Browne Willis in the 18th century.  The 

post-medieval period saw some improvement to the 

communications network with the turnpiking of Watling 

Street in 1706, making it the first road in Buckinghamshire 

to be turnpiked.

In the 19th and 20th centuries Bletchley and Fenny 

Stratford became an important centre for transportation. 

The Grand Junction canal was established by 1800, but it 

was the introduction of the railway from the mid 19th 

century that was the motivation for growth.  The London to 

Birmingham line followed by the Oxford to Cambridge 

Varsity line made Bletchley an important rail junction and 

depot.  Bletchley's transport links stimulated new 

industries, the most prominent being the Fletton brick 

industry utilising the locally available Oxford Clay.  

Bletchley is synonymous with Bletchley Park, the site of a 

secret code-breaking facility during the Second World War. 

Although an important chapter in the town's history it had 

little discernible effect on its urban development.  Post-

war, Bletchley expanded greatly with the creation of 

extensive new estates and an influx of new residents from 

bomb-damaged areas of London.  With the creation of 

Milton Keynes new town this process continued with 

Bletchley expanding to join the new town grid.

5. Milton Keynes
5.1 Bletchley and Fenny Stratford

Medieval Chantry House Watling Street, Fenny Stratford 

St Martin's Church, Fenny Stratford 

In 1086, Water Eaton was the principal manor in the parish although it is possible that small settlements did exist at Bletchley 

and Fenny Stratford.

Bletchley Park
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Hanslope is a large village on the border of 

Northamptonshire. There is no known record of the 

settlement until Domesday, By the medieval period 

Hanslope is under the management of a number of nobles, 

including the Earls of Warwick.  Hanslope appears to be 

something of a playground for the nobility, situated within 

the Royal hunting forest of Salcey and Hanslope parish 

contained three deer parks.  Despite being granted a 

market and an annual fair in the 13th century, there is no 

evidence that Hanslope ever became a town in this time.  

The most notable feature in the village is the imposing 

parish church of St James the Great with its magnificent 

perpendicular 15th century spire, which is one of the great 

landmarks in the county. 

Hanslope's manor is owned by a succession of wealthy 

nobles and landowners, although the settlement itself 

remained static, never getting bigger than a large village. 

Commercially Hanslope was eclipsed by the neighbouring 

towns of Newport Pagnell and Stony Stratford; the trades 

and Industries that existed during this time were modest 

and small scale, the most prominent being lace making. 

Aside from small trades and occupations the majority of 

Hanslope's residents were mainly engaged in work 

associated with agriculture. 

By the 19th century Hanslope's extent had remained largely 

unchanged from the post medieval period.  Hanslope's 

failure to grow could be attributed to the village being 

positioned away from a major road and also being bypassed 

by the railway. Employment for many of Hanslope's 

residents was provided by the nearby railway works at 

Wolverton.  

It was not until the late 1960s and 1970s that the village 

underwent some expansion with new housing being built 

around Hanslope's historic core. One of the catalysts for 

growth may have been the development of Milton Keynes.  

5.2 Hanslope

Hanslope village dominated by St James the Great church 
© Mike Farley 

The Old Manor House Farm (Formerly Rectory Farmhouse)

2 to 6 High Street Hanslope
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Little Brickhill is situated in the north of Buckinghamshire 

on Watling Street, just to the south east of Fenny Stratford 

and the city of Milton Keynes.  The earliest reference to 

Brickhill dates to the Domesday but the first mention of 

Little Brickhill first emerges in the 12th century.

The settlement developed on the former Roman road of 

Watling Street, a major route to and from London. By the 

13th century Little Brickhill appears to have had urban 

aspirations, acquiring a market and fair but more 

importantly there is a reference to it possessing borough 

status. By the 15th century it also was a venue for the 

assizes - a role it held until the 17th century. although there 

is little evidence that this ever developed into a corporate 

body.  

Little Brickhill's morphology shows a degree of medieval 

town planning.  The layout of tenement plots at right angles 

to the High Street, show all the characteristics of the 

medieval planned towns of Stony Stratford and Amersham. 

Despite its attributes and civic importance it is questionable 

whether Little Brickhill ever attained the status of a town in 

medieval period.

Little Brickhill became prosperous as a result of the 

coaching trade and the village supported a total of seven 

inns by the beginning of the 17th century. In 1687 a State 

Post Office opened in the village.  It became a stop-off-

point for the Royal Mail to Ireland.  Little Brickhill's position 

was further enhanced in the 18th century when the Watling 

Street was improved and became a turnpike road; up to 40 

coaches a day passed through the village including the 

London to Manchester coach service which stopped in the 

village.  In spite of these developments Little Brickhill did 

not always benefit from the passing trade as it was halfway 

between the major coaching towns of Dunstable and Stony 

Stratford.  

In spite of Thomas Telford's improvement and realignment 

of Watling Street the competition from the railway network 

virtually killed off any coaching trade through Little 

Brickhill and the town's population and importance rapidly 

declined.  By the 20th century the village underwent 

modest growth, although the increased volume of traffic 

travelling through the village prompted the development of 

a bypass which opened in 1992. 

5.3 Little Brickhill

1797 Enclosure Map of Little Brickhill. The area with the red dashed 
line defines the extent of the medieval settlement. 

17th century Warren Farm, also known as the Court House, 
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Anglo Saxon (AD410-1066)

Medieval (1066 -1536)

There is a lack of documentary evidence prior to the 

Domesday survey although there is some indication that 

Newport was an established town in the Anglo-Saxon 

period.  Together with Buckingham it is one of the earliest 

towns in the county referred to in the Domesday Book as a 

borough. The uncertainty over Newport's early origins has 

led to some debate over its original foundation: Whether 

Newport grew as a principal market place, exploiting its 

position on the rivers and trade routes. Or perhaps it was 

founded as a strategic outpost - an Anglo Saxon burh, 

established on the frontier with the Danish held lands to 

the north in the 9th or 10th century.

By the 12th century, Newport's manor came under the 

ownership of Fulk Paynel, whose legacy to the town was not 

just to provide it with its suffix, but also to bestow land at 

Tickford on the monks of a French Cluniac Abbey who 

established a Priory there.  The manor also possessed a deer 

park which was located to the east of Tickford. Later in the 

12th century Newport passed to the de Someries family who 

contributed to the development of the town by building a 

castle, although the exact location is unknown.  Two 

medieval hospitals were also founded: St John's hospital at 

Tickford Bridge and a leper hospital of St Margaret believed 

to be sited to the north of the town outside the parish 

boundary. 

Perhaps the most important influence on the town was its 

market. Newport's strategic position on major routes 

enabled it to provide a wide variety of goods and services 

without depending on one major source of revenue.  It also 

became a popular resting point for travellers and traders, 

including King John in 1204 and Henry III in 1224.  As a 

consequence a number of inns grew up around the principal 

streets.

5.4 Newport Pagnell

Aerial photograph of Newport Pagnell © Mike Farley

18th century drawing of  the remains of Tickford priory 
– now destroyed

Plan drawing of the Civil War defences at Newport Pagnell

Newport Pagnell is acknowledged as being one of Buckinghamshire's most prominent market towns although its origins remain 

obscure.  
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Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Newport's geographical and strategic importance was 

reflected during the Civil War when the town was fortified 

firstly by the Royalist and then the Parliamentarians. 

Substantial bank and ditch defences were constructed 

around the town, although little physical evidence of these 

fortifications survives today. The only visible remains are 

earthworks found in Bury Lawn which are designated as a 

Scheduled Monument.

Communications and transportation have always been vital 

for the existence of Newport, and the town benefited from 

the foundation of turnpike trusts in the 18th and early 19th 

centuries. The improvements to roads increased trade and 

by the 1820s up to 30 coaches stopped at Newport each day.  

One of the defining features of the town is Tickford Bridge 

crossing the river Lovat. The bridge was built in 1810 and is 

one of only a handful of iron bridges in Britain still carrying 

main road traffic.  The town was also connected to the 

canal network when the Grand Junction Canal which opened 

in 1817.  However, the canal was never profitable and was 

eventually superseded by the Newport Pagnell to Wolverton 

railway, which operated from 1868 to 1964. 

From the 17th to 19th centuries Newport was renowned for 

its involvement in the lace trade, many lace dealers and 

traders basing their operations in the town. By the 18th 

century it was believed that Newport was one of the most 

productive towns in England. This brought wealth to the 

town and many fine houses were built along the High Street 

from the proceeds of lace making.  There are also other 

notable industries associated with Newport including 

tanning and leather making, the town is still home to the 

UK's last parchment makers Cowleys Caldecote Street works.  

In the 20th century Newport Pagnell still maintained its link 

to transportation.  The Salmon coach and carriage works, 

located at Tickford, had operated since the 19th century 

and had successfully adapted to become a centre of car 

manufacturing. The works was eventually taken over by 

Aston Martin who manufactured cars at Newport from 1950 

to 2007.  Perhaps the biggest impact to affect the town 

occurred in the latter half of the 20th century, with  the 

opening of the M1 motorway in the 1950s, and the planning 

and construction of the new city of Milton Keynes in the 

1960s and 1970s. A knock-on effect was the rapid growth of 

the town with the construction of housing estates.  Despite 

the adjacent development of Milton Keynes New Town from 

the 1960s on Newport Pagnell has maintained a clear 

identity as an important local centre in North East 

Buckinghamshire. 

An early 17th century timber framed building No. 38 High Street, 
Newport Pagnell 

Tickford Bridge dating to the early 19th century

Salmon Chassis workshop, Tickford
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Anglo-Saxon (AD 410-1066)

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Olney is situated next to the river Ouse although there 

appears to have been some evidence for a substantial 

Roman settlement to the north of town at Ashfurlong.  

However Olney's first historical reference dates back to AD 

979 and is one of the earliest documented settlements in 

the county.  Olney appears to have been of some 

significance, as it was chosen as the venue for the king's 

council in 1016 and belonged to a descendant of the King of 

Mercia.  It appears that the Saxon settlement was focussed 

at the southern end of the town, around the church, mill, 

market place and river.  

In the medieval period Olney had grown from a large village 

to a planned borough, first mention of which is in 1237.  

The borough is distinctive, defined by the High Street, with 

long burgage plots laid out at right angles and enveloped by 

the parallel back streets of East and West Street.  The town 

possessed a weekly market and annual fair.

During the Civil war Olney aligned itself to the 

Parliamentarian cause; along with Newport Pagnell the 

town was thought to be of strategic importance and a 

garrison of soldiers was stationed there.  In 1643 there was 

a skirmish at Olney Bridge, as Royalist forces from 

Northampton failed in their attempt to drive out the 

Parliamentarians from the town.

Olney was of considerable importance as a coaching town in 

the 18th century and by 1754 contained 27 inns. Other 

trades included tanning, shoemaking and lacemaking. The 

town was also home to the poet William Cowper who lived 

here from 1767 to 1786 and John Newton the town's curate 

from 1764 - 1780.  

Olney's fortunes declined in the 19th century but fortunes 

were revived with opening of the Northampton to Bedford 

railway line. This attracted business and the Hinde & Mann, 

Cowleys and Drages shoe factories were established.  The 

shoe factories themselves declined during the first half of 

the twentieth century, particularly after the First World 

War, but some smaller concerns did survive in Olney until 

the 1960's.  By the second half of the twentieth century, 

Olney developed substantially as a dormitory development 

for surrounding towns; Milton Keynes and Northampton.   

5.5 Olney

Map showing 
Olney's 

medieval 
street 

pattern - 
OS 1st edition 

map of 1830

Factory Building, High Street Olney  - now apartments

Hinde & Mann/Lodge Plugs Factory, Wellingborough Road
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

The medieval town has its beginnings in the late 12th 

century when a market was founded in 1194.The town's 

proximity to the royal hunting forests of Whittlewood and 

Salcey made it a popular stopping point for royalty – King 

John, Henry IV, Edward V, Queen Margaret of Scotland and 

Henry VIII all visited the town.

There were already many inns along Watling Street in the 

medieval period but the coaching trade burgeoned when in 

the mid 17th Stony Stratford became a first stop on the 

journey from London.  Stony also became renowned for its 

pillow lace and manufacture of leather products. 

During the 18th century Stony Stratford was partially 

destroyed by a series of fires, the last conflagration in 1747 

destroyed a proportion of the High Street and the bulk of 

the church of St Mary Magdalene. Despite these setbacks 

the town recovered, trade and commerce benefited from 

the improvements to Watling Street when the Hockcliffe 

and Stony Stratford turnpike opened in 1725, the first of its 

kind in England. 

By the mid 19th century the town's fortunes began to wane 

with advent of the railways, goods and passengers were 

transported more speedily over longer distances. The 

opening of the railway at neighbouring Wolverton 

effectively reduced the coaching trade from the town.  

Paradoxically the growth of the railway works at Wolverton 

led to the expansion of Stony with housing built to 

accommodate railway workers on Wolverton Road and 

London Road. 

The 20th century had little effect except for the increase in 

traffic which congested the High Street.  The traffic 

problem was alleviated when a bypass was built in 1970 as 

part of the road layout for Milton Keynes New Town.  

5.6 Stony Stratford

Medieval planned town of Stony Stratford - www.britainfromabove 
© English Heritage

Cock Hotel, Stony Stratford

The junction of London Road and High Street was the terminus for 
the Stony Stratford- Wolverton tram. Photograph c. 1900-1909

The town of Stony Stratford grew out from the parishes of Calverton and Wolverton straddling the Roman road of Watling 

Street and situated on a bend of the river Ouse.  It may have been a stop on the road during Roman occupation as it is midway 

between two Roman settlements of Magiovinium and Lactodorum (Towcester).  



The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns ProjectPage 54

Chronological development of Stony Stratford  

 

Historic Urban Character Map

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low  
 
 

 
               Evidential                 Historical            Communal          Aesthetic  



The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns Project Page 55

Wolverton is probably one of the best examples of a railway 

town in Britain.  It was established in the 19th century 

when the London and Birmingham Railway Company sought 

a location at the mid-point along the line to develop a 

station 'for the refreshment of passengers' as well as 

workshops to build and repair locomotives.  A site in the 

parish of Wolverton was selected as it was ideally 

positioned with its good communication links.   Wolverton 

had begun to grow in the early 19th century after the Grand 

Union Canal was cut through and carried across the Ouse in 

1803-05. The railway company purchased land to build 

accommodation for their 700 employees, creating several 

new streets on either side of the Stratford road to the east 

of the old village. Initially this new development was known 

as 'New Wolverton' but, as the settlement grew in size and 

importance, the 'New' was dropped from its name and the 

medieval village became known as 'Old Wolverton'.

By 1862 Wolverton became instead a centre for carriage 

and wagon building, the population of (New) Wolverton had 

reached 2,370 The railway company, now known as the 

London and North Western Railway Company, had been 

unable to purchase land in Wolverton parish for further 

expansion so, instead, acquired land about half a mile to 

the east, in the neighbouring parish of Stantonbury. This 

new development was named after the village of Bradwell, 

to the south.  

From 1890 to the outbreak of the First World War Wolverton 

experienced considerable growth and prosperity, and the 

town more than doubled in size.  More land was purchased 

by the railway company and new by-law roads were 

constructed to service the houses.  During this period 

houses designed so they were set back from the road to 

create small gardens. Apart from housing, schools, churches 

and were also built to accommodate the increase in the 

number of children.

5.7 Wolverton and New Bradwell

Railway workers housing on Anson Road

Modern (1800–Present)

Extract from 1851 tithe map showing Wolverton and the Carriage 
and Wagon Works.

Extract from 1851 tithe map showing New Bradwell.
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By the 1920s the fortunes of the railway Works started to 

wane. However despite the economic depression 

Wolverton's fortune was revived when McCorquodales, the 

stationery manufacture, established an envelope factory in 

the town.  Although new industries offered employment, 

the functions of the Works were in gradual decline. The 

laundry, rolling mill and forge all closed in the 1930s, and 

the Works would never employ as many staff as they did in 

the years before the First World War. 

During the Second World War carriage production was halted 

and the Wolverton Works was given over to production for 

the war effort producing Gliders, armoured vehicles, and 

assault boats.   At the end of the war the railway Works 

returned to the production of carriages. 

In the 1970s and 1980s the Wolverton Works became part of 

British Rail and in 1986 the British rail Maintenance Group. 

However the most profound effect on Wolverton was the 

expansion of the new city of Milton Keynes. The 

consequences of this saw the surrounding agricultural and 

allotment land developed for new housing. Railway 

maintenance has a token presence in Wolverton, many he of 

the ancilliary buildings have become redundant or have 

been converted into housing such as the Triangular Building 

and Royal Train shed.

McCorquodales  Factory, Wolverton c. 1920s 

The LMS Carriage and Wagon Works and Wolverton town -  1928 
© English Heritage 

Chronological development of Wolverton and New Bradwell
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Modern (1800-Present)

The origins of the town of Beaconsfield are late by 

Buckinghamshire standards.  The town developed in the 

medieval period from several small farmsteads on the route 

from London to Oxford, acquiring a market in the mid 13th 

century.

Although the characteristic crossroads was the location for a 

thriving market, Beaconsfield acquired few other urban 

attributes and by the early 17th century, the market was in 

decline.  

It was not until the 20th century that the town was 

revitalised by the arrival of the railway (1905), which 

heralded the development of Beaconsfield New Town; part 

of the ‘Metroland’ development for commuters in the 20th 

century.

The area of greatest historical sensitivity is the Old Town, 

centred on the crossroads, which is a good example of a 

small market town from the late and post medieval periods. 

However, little is known about the archaeological potential 

within the historic town.  The New Town is defined by its 

long winding lanes lined with dense hedgerows; the houses 

display a fine array of 20th century architectural designs 

from Arts & Crafts to Modern buildings of the 1970s. 

6. South Bucks District
6.1 Beaconsfield

Beaconsfield tithe map 1847 showing Beaconsfield's extent focussed 
on the crossroads

'Metroland 'housing at Baring Crescent, Beaconsfield

Beaconsfield is essentially two towns, now merged into one; the 'Old Town' centred on the crossroads and the New Town 

developed after the arrival of the railway in the 20th century.  

Chronological development of Beaconsfield
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Medieval (1066–1536)

Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Burnham's origins are obscure, the earliest records date to 

the 11th century when it comprised a handful of manors 

and farmsteads, one of which was the manor centred on St 

Peter's church.  It is not until the founding of a market by 

Burnham Abbey in 1271 that some form of urbanisation 

began with the laying out of the High Street. However 

Burnham's commercial viability seems to have been short 

lived as it was bypassed by the new Bath Road built 1 km to 

the south, diverting trade to the new town of Maidenhead.

In the post medieval period Burnham's fortune as a town 

appears to decline; there is no evidence of industries or 

substantive trades, it seems Burnham was little more than a 

village making its income from agriculture. However by the 

18th century there was some improvement with the opening 

of the Marlow to Burnham turnpike; this enhanced the road 

network and brought the coaching trade to the town. 

 

Any benefit was brief as the advent of the railways in the 

mid 19th century killed off the coaching age and the Great 

Western railway bypassed the town.  Apart from market 

gardening and agriculture the most significant activity 

within Burnham was the extraction of gravels and clay for 

the building industry. It was not until the middle of the 20th 

century that Burnham began to grow. This expansion is 

attributed to the growth of both London and Slough.  

6.2 Burnham

Church of St Peter, Burnham, dates from the 12th century

Post medieval buildings on Burnham's High Street

Situated to the north of Slough, Burnham is today rightly regarded as no more than a large village which expanded in the 

20th century.  However examination of its early history shows that it once had pretentions to be a market town.

Chronological development of Burnham
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Medieval (1066-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

During the post medieval period Denham did not grow 

much beyond its medieval extent. The most 

significant development occurred in the 17th century 

with the construction of the park and garden of 

Denham Place on what is thought to be the site of the 

medieval manor house.  In the 18th century the 

creation of a turnpike along the Oxford Road failed to 

stimulate its economy and also bypassed by the Great 

Western railway in the 19th century.

Despite being close to Greater London, Denham 

experienced only modest growth in the twentieth 

century.  The majority of development is located to 

the south of the river Misbourne away from Denham's 

historic core.  As a consequence the village has been 

relatively unaffected by the encroachment of modern 

development and is regarded as one of the most 

picturesque in the county. 

 

6.3 Denham

19th century tithe map of Denham

Denham Place, built in the late17th century

Throughout its history it is questionable whether Denham ever attained the status of a town.  Denham is recorded in the 

Domesday Book (1086 AD). Not long before the Norman Conquest Denham come into the ownership of Westminster Abbey in 

whose possession it remained throughout the Middle Ages

Chronological development of Denham
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 Post-Medieval (1536–1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Between the late 18th century and early 20th century 

Gerrards Cross and Chalfont Common was regarded as 

a prestigious rural retreat for the wealthy elite. It was 

dubbed the 'Brighton of Bucks'; and characterised by 

the construction of gentlemen's country houses, a 

popular hunting venue and a coaching trade.

 

The real catalyst for the creation of a town was the 

arrival in 1906 of the Great Western & Great Central 

Joint Railway line. Gerrards Cross rapidly grew into a 

'Metroland' commuter town, a purpose built 'garden 

suburb' characterised by large arts and crafts style 

houses with spacious gardens development aimed at 

London's upper-middle class.  With the exception of a 

few shops and services the town contains no 

prominent industries or trades and is almost entirely 

residential.  A dormitory town for middle class 

commuters to London, Gerrards Cross is regarded as 

one of the more exclusive places to live in 

Buckinghamshire and in spite of its relatively short 

history is arguably one of the finest examples of an 

early twentieth century suburban town in England.

6.4 Gerrards Cross

The earliest settlement  at Gerrards Cross focussed houses around 
West Common

Station Parade, Gerrards Cross

After Milton Keynes, Gerrards Cross is the newest town in Buckinghamshire, established at the beginning of the 20th century.  

Before it was established Gerrards Cross was a sparsely populated rural area traversed by a national highway, its landscape 

characterised at least from the middle ages by extensive open commons shared between neighbouring parishes and estates.

Chronological development of Gerrards Cross
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Historic Urban Character Map
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Roman – Anglo Saxon (AD 43-1066)                             

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

There is evidence of Roman occupation, excavations at The 

Rye revealed a large villa with a complex bathhouse dating 

from c. AD 150.  The earliest historical reference dates to 

AD 970 although not much is know about High Wycombe's 

history until the 11th century when the Domesday entry 

highlights the importance of the river Wye, with twenty 

corn mills mentioned along the nine miles between West 

Wycombe and the Thames. It is believed that during the 

12th century some of these isolated mills and farmsteads 

along the Wye coalesced into something resembling a town.

In the medieval period Wycombe established itself as a 

borough with a corporation overseeing trade in corn from 

the nearby mills as well as the cloth produced from the 

fulling mills. The medieval town quickly became the largest 

and most successful town in Buckinghamshire, supplying 

grain, livestock, timber and cloth to the London markets.

High Wycombe's plan form was established during the 

middle ages and was to remain stable until the 19th 

century. The earliest part centred on the churchyard and 

Frogmoor where Wycombe's large market was established. 

There is evidence of town planning with a wide High Street 

and long narrow burgage plots facing onto it. A “Gild” Hall 

was built in the early 1300s; this lay to the west of the 

Church, although it was later superseded by the Market 

House (later the Guildhall) that was constructed at the end 

of the High Street. By the 1200s the huge market place that 

ran from the church to Frogmoor began to be filled in, as 

stall holders and traders constructed permanent buildings. 

This created Bull Lane, Queen Square and Church Street, a 

tight knit medieval street pattern which remains today, and 

the main market moved onto the wide High Street. 

Immediately south of the church, where the Little Market 

House is located, was the Shambles.

High Wycombe also possesses a surviving medieval 

monument: the remains of St. John's hospital, on Easton 

Street, which dates to the 13th century. Although ruinous 

this is a scheduled monument and of national importance. 

By the Tudor period, cloth making was the main industrial 

focus of the town. There are references in records to 

weavers, dyers and wool merchants. Several of the Wye 

7. Wycombe District
7.1 High Wycombe

Excavations of the Roman Villa at The Rye in the 1950s

High Wycombe's Medieval plan form with burgage plots laid out at 
right angles to the High Street

mills were fitted with fulling hammers, and the main output 

was in linen, hemp and wool. By the 17th century the cloth 

industry was in decline, and many mills had reverted to 

corn milling and the emergence of a new industry in 

papermaking.

Reconstruction drawing and plan of St John's Hospital, Easton Street.



The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns Project Page 67

Modern (1800-Present)
High Wycombe is synonymous with furniture making and 

was at one time the principle producer of Windsor chairs 

and suppliers of furniture globally.  Chair making had begun 

as a cottage industry, utilising the supplies of raw material 

from wood turners or 'bodgers' in the surrounding woodlands 

to manufacture chairs in small workshops.  By the early 

19th century small furniture workshops mushroomed in the 

town in response to the demands for chairs for the London 

market.  From the 1860s this largely hand-craft industry 

became more mechanised and larger factories opened, 

diversifying production from chairs to furniture eclipsing 

the smaller workshops. 

As a consequence of High 

Wycombe's commercial 

success and its connection to 

the railway network; the 

town's population grew 

dramatically from 13,000 in 

1881, to 29,000 in 1928. To 

accommodate the increasing 

number of residents and 

workers, new estates and 

suburbs were constructed 

which sprawled above the 

town on the valley slopes.  

The result of this growth is 

reflected in the variety of 

housing styles including large 

detached and semi detached 

Victorian properties at 

Little Market House

Chronological development of High Wycombe

Former Furniture factory 
Leigh Street

Amersham Hill, early social housing of the 1920s at Terriers 

and Wycombe Marsh, the ubiquity of inter war semi 

detached housing at Totteridge and Cressex. In the late 

20th century there has been some infilling of housing at 

Telford Way while the town centre has undergone some 

regeneration with the development of the Eden shopping 

centre.
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Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low  
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Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800–Present)

Marlow's plan form was established during the medieval 

period and was to remain stable until the 19th century. It is 

believed that the earliest part of the town was centred upon 

the church and St Peter's Street; it is also along the alignment 

of this road that the original bridge across the Thames was 

located. It is thought that the town changed in the 12th or 

early 13th century when the High Street and accompanying 

burgage plots were laid out.  Marlow’s redesign might have 

coincided with the town establishing itself as a borough.  

Although the trade in the town was important, Marlow's most 

significant economy was derived from its riverside trade.  The 

town was a key embarkation point for goods from the 

surrounding landscape to supply the London markets.  Boats 

and barges carried timber and firewood as well as flour, corn 

and malt. 

In the post medieval period, Marlow's fortunes were affected 

by plague and some economic decline. However its position 

on the Thames and its continuing trade with London made it 

resilient to these problems.  A number of new industries 

emerged at its mills, including the manufacture of brass 

thimbles, flax, hemp, linseed oil and paper. Marlow's other 

significant industry was brewing; the town boasted one of the 

county's largest breweries, Wethered's which was a major 

supplier of ale to public houses in Buckinghamshire and 

beyond as well as a major employer in the town. 

By the late 18th and 19th centuries, Marlow's riverside trade 

began to wane.  However the loss of trade coincided with its 

transformation into a popular resort for the middle and upper 

classes. Marlow had enhanced its position as a recreational 

destination, with the emergence of riverside pursuits. As a 

result the town expanded, with fine Victorian and Edwardian 

housing built, ranging from villas to artisan terraced housing.   

The popularity of the town was further enhanced when the 

town as connected to the railway network.   Throughout its 

history Marlow has attracted a number of distinguished 

residents, including Jerome K Jerome, Percy and Mary 

Shelley.  

7.2 Marlow

Marlow depicted on 1842 tithe map 

Marlow boasts a large concentration of historic buildings dating to 
the post medieval period including the residence of the Shelleys in 

West Street 

Marlow, formerly known as Great Marlow, is a picturesque town positioned on the river Thames.  There has been a settlement 

at Marlow from at least the Anglo Saxon period, as this was the most opportune place for crossing the river.  Marlow made 

much of its early trade from the Thames and capitalised on its riverside position.

19th century All Saints Church, Marlow and Marlow Bridge 
© John Laker 
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Chronological development of Marlow

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low
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Historic Urban Character Map



The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Historic Towns Project Page 71

Medieval (1066-1536)

Post-Medieval (1536-1800)

Modern (1800-Present)

Princes Risborough has a long association with royalty.  The 

Domesday Book records that the manor was in the 

possession of King Harold before it passed to William I, 

after the Conquest. The manor and the town remained in 

the possession of the crown up until the reign of Charles I 

who sold it in 1628, thereafter was held by a succession of 

lay lords.  Risborough is most famously associated with 

Edward the Black Prince, who in 1343 established a stud 

and manor to the west of the town. It is through the 

patronage of Edward that the town acquired its royal 

prefix.

The layout of Princes Risborough indicates an earlier plan 

form, Church Street and Church Lane might be the focus for 

the Saxon settlement.  It is believed that the town 

expanded with a later planned medieval expansion along 

the High Street.  It is likely that the current plan form was 

already set by the end of the medieval period with only 

limited settlement expansion along Bell Street in the 16th 

to 18th centuries. 

Although the town was officially given a market grant in 

1523 it appears that Risborough had a long established 

market dating to at least the Medieval period. 

The records for trades and industries in Risborough in the 

post medieval period are not well known although it seems 

that the town's principal income seems to be derived from 

agriculture.  

The introduction of the railway at the end of the 19th 

century did not have an immediate impact upon Princes 

Risborough. It was not until the late 1950s and 1960s that 

the population of the town increased markedly. 

7.3 Princes Risborough

Detail of the Enclosure map of Princes Risborough showing the 
conjectural extent of the Saxon settlement (blue dahed line) and the 

medieval planned layout (red dashed line) 

Edward the Black Prince, Canterbury cathedral 
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Chronological development of Princes Risborough

Heritage values High Medium/High Medium Low/Medium Low  
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8. Using the Historic Towns Project
8.1 Local Plans

In accordance with the policies in the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), Local Plans 

have to enable the delivery of sustainable 

development.  One of the core principles of 

sustainable development is the conservation 

and enhancement of the historic environment.  

Historic town reports provide an evidence 

base for Local Plans including an assessment 

of the significance of heritage assets and 

identifying potential sites of archaeological or 

historical interest.  Historic town reports can 

also be used to inform positive strategies for 

the conservation, enhancement and 

enjoyment of our towns. 

As part of the information available through 

the Historic Environment Record, historic 

towns' data will be useful when developing 

appropriate indicators for monitoring the 

delivery of Local plans, including any 

significant effects identified by the 

sustainability appraisals. 

 

8.2 Conservation Area appraisals

The Buckinghamshire Historic Town reports are being used 

to review conservation area designations and to inform 

conservation area appraisals. In the past conservation areas 

usually focused upon the historic centres of towns and 

villages so the Buckinghamshire Historic Towns Project 

provides all encompassing surveys with a wealth of 

information on the archaeology and historical 

characterisation of the wider townscape.  They can help to 

define appropriate boundaries for the conservation area and 

may highlight significant aspects of the conservation area 

and its setting. 

An example where the historic towns project has been 

influential in this process is the Conservation Area review of 

Wendover.  The original conservation boundary extended as 

far as the three principle streets surrounding the High 

street.  A recent revision of the boundaries incorporated 

the site of Wendover's early settlement, of which the parish 

church and the site of the former manor is the only 

surviving remnant.  

Original and revised Wendover conservation areas
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8.3 Neighbourhood Plans

An historic town report will be a valuable resource for a 

community seeking to produce a neighbourhood plan.  The 

reports can be used by communities to inform their own 

priorities and strategies; this could include: 

Recognising the contribution that urban historic 

character has made to the form and appearance of the 

town/village.

The identification of heritage assets including buildings, 

monument, open spaces and lanes and the contribution 

they make to local character. 

Recognising areas of archaeological interest.

Opportunities to repair, conserve or bring heritage 

assets back into use, especially those at risk. 

Policies to manage the settings of heritage assets.

Policies to promote locally distinctive development in 

terms of building materials, scale and massing.

Opportunities for investment in the historic 

environment alongside the delivery of new development, 

e.g. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), section 106 

and other sources of funding.

The plan could also identify areas or features worthy of 

protection, perhaps through listing, scheduling, green 

space designation or as part of a conservation area. 

Local communities may also identify new information or 

issues not mentioned in the historic town reports.  These 

may have a special interest to them because of particular 

historic associations or communal value that were 

previously not understood.  New information should be fed 

back to the Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Record.

8.4 Development Management

The Historic Towns reports should be used to help inform 

development management decisions.  They help planners, 

developers and councillors understand the historic character 

of a place enabling them to be more proactive, identifying 

appropriate opportunities for change and enhancement. This 

includes providing guidance on the location, form and 

appearance of new development.  

For example, town schemes and, where appropriate, urban 

regeneration projects.  The work will also aim to support 

the Buckinghamshire Rural Towns Initiative - and where 

appropriate identify opportunities for heritage based 

schemes. 

Areas and topics of archaeological interest are identified 

and should be used to inform the assessment and mitigation 

of development proposals (see below).

Masterplanning for growth in and around towns
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8.5 Informing management of the archaeological resource 
The interpretation of historic maps, documents and previous 

archaeological investigations help predict where important 

remains are likely to survive.  An assessment of potential is 

provided for each historic urban zone.  The historic town 

reports will guide advice to local planning authorities on the 

need for development proposals to be subject to 

archaeological assessment, and for determining the 

significance of archaeological remains.  The presence of 

significant archaeological deposits trigger consideration of 

whether to preserve remains in situ or recommend further 

archaeological investigation.  

The Historic Town reports address an agenda recognised in 

the Solent Thames Research Frameworks for 

Buckinghamshire regarding a lack of knowledge of the built 

environment, and in particular, the need for research into 

land use continuity and internal planning within 

Buckinghamshire's early towns. The research agenda 

provided for each town will assist in defining significance 

and appropriate mitigation measures.

Excavations at Bridge Street, Buckingham

8.6 Local cultural awareness

Our historic environment is a social and economic asset and 

a cultural resource for learning and enjoyment.  

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes has a strong network of 

community groups and societies that play an active role in 

promoting our historic environment.

One of the most worthwhile uses of the Historic Towns 

project is therefore to help communities raise public 

awareness.  

The Historic Town reports provide a framework for further 

research through local projects and the application of 

similar characterisation approaches to the study of smaller 

settlements. 

Historic tour of Haddenham 
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Historic Town reports and further supporting data is 

available to the public through the Historic Environment 

Records (HERs) at Buckinghamshire County Council and 

Milton Keynes Council.  Individual reports will also be 

deposited in county libraries allowing access for all. Digital 

copies of the reports are available to download at: 

For further information on the Buckinghamshire Historic 

Town Project including the reports of each of the towns 

please contact: 

Buckinghamshire County Council Place Service

For further information on the towns in Aylesbury Vale, 

Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe districts contact: 

Buckinghamshire County Council,

County Hall,

Walton Street,

Aylesbury,

Buckinghamshire HP20 1UY

email archaeology@buckscc.gov.uk

Tel: 01296 382072

Milton Keynes Council 

For further information historic towns in the Milton Keynes 

area please  contact: 

Conservation & archaeology,

Civic Offices

1 Saxon Gate East

Milton Keynes MK9 3EJ  

email:planning.enquiries@milton-keynes.gov.uk

Tel: 01908 252358 

English Heritage

Further information on the national programme of projects 

investigating historic towns can be found on the English 

Heritage website:

Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies

For archive collections: historic maps, primary sources - 

parish records and books on local history. 

email: archives@buckscc.gov.uk

Tel: 01296 382587 

http://

http://

http://

http://

www.buckscc.gov.uk/leisure-and-

culture/archaeology/buckinghamshire-historic-towns/  

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/archaeology

www.english-heritage.org.uk 

professional/research/landscapes-and-

areas/characterisation

www.buckscc.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/centre-for-

buckinghamshire-studies/

The High Street Denham

9. Further Information

St Peter and St Paul Church, Olney
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10. Glossary and References
Burgage Plots:  or tenement plots are tracts of land within a 

medieval town which were allocated to burgesses (freemen who 

were entitled to practise a trade and to elect members of the 

town's ruling council) Plots were usually congregated around 

the marketplace and main streets, so space at the front was at 

a premium. Burgage plots are therefore characteristically long 

and narrow, with a row of outbuildings stretching to the rear of 

the house and shop. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): A levy that local 

authorities can choose to charge on new developments in their 

area. The money can be used to support development by 

funding infrastructure that councils, local communities and 

neighbourhoods want.

Conservation Areas: An area (usually historic town and villages) 

designated by a local authority because of its special 

architectural or historic interest, the character and appearance 

of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance..  Designation of 

a conservation area gives broader protection than the listing of 

individual buildings All the features, listed or otherwise, within 

the area, are recognised as part of its character.  

Conservation Principles: 

Croft & Toft: Used to refer to medieval settlement. The toft 

refers to the land on which the house was built, the croft is the 

adjoining plot of land used for pasture or arable. Generally 

seen as narrow parallel strips of land.

Cruck framed buildings: A cruck is a curved timber, one of a 

pair, which supports the roof of a building. This type of timber 

framing consists of long, generally naturally curved, timber 

members that lean inwards and form the ridge of the roof. 

These posts are then generally secured by a horizontal beam 

which then forms an "A" shape.  Crucks were chiefly in use in 

the medieval period for houses and large barns. 

Designation is the act of setting aside something, or devoting it 

to a particular purpose. In the legal planning context, it is also 

"the action of choosing a place for a special purpose or giving it 

a special status".  The process of designation confers a legal 

status on a property by a specific law and provides a degree of 

legal protection. The term 'designation' is used when referring 

to the formal protection by legal statute for a wide range of 

heritage features, including Listed Buildings and Scheduled 

Monuments.

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/advice/ 

hpg/has/conservationareas/ 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/conservation-

principles-sustainable-management-historic-environment/

Geographical Information Systems (GIS):  Computer software 

designed to capture, store, manipulate, analyse, manage, and 

present all types of geographical data.  

Historic Environment Record (HER): A record of all known 

archaeological finds and features and historic buildings in an 

area, relating to all periods from the earliest human activity to 

the present day.

Hillfort: A general term used to describe a prehistoric 

fortification on a hilltop, usually situated in a prominent and 

defensible position, although they can be found in low lying 

places.  Hillforts in Britain are mainly of later Bronze Age and 

early Iron Age date (800-300 BC).  Hillforts were fortified with 

earthen ramparts and ditches and elaborate defences.  

Archaeological evidence shows hillforts were not just military 

outposts but had a variety of roles including defended 

settlements and enclosures for protecting and corralling 

livestock.  Many were permanently occupied, although some 

were temporary refuges in times of trouble. 

Historic Environment Records (HERs): A record maintained by 

county councils and unitary authorities of the known 

archaeological sites, monuments, historic buildings and historic 

landscapes - including historic parks and gardens.

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC): A GIS map showing 

a generalised understanding of how places and landscapes have 

evolved and how their historic character might be appreciated.  

It is used to assist with managing change to the historic 

environment and spatial planning. 

Listed Buildings:  A listed building is a building or structure 

which is protected by law as it is considered to be of 'special 

architectural or historic interest.' This includes a wide variety of 

structures including, bridges, war memorials 

Minster church:  An ancient foundation of church dating back to 

the Saxon period, served by communities of priests before the 

medieval system of parishes was created. Some minsters were 

regarded as ‘mother churches’ to which people over a large 

district paid dues. Their parishes remained significantly larger 

than neighbouring parishes, which had been carved from them.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): Outlines the 

government's planning policies for England.  The NPPF provides 

a framework within which local people and councils can 

produce their own distinctive local and neighbourhood plans, 

which reflect the needs and priorities of their communities.

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/leisure-and-

culture/archaeology/historic-landscape-characterisation/ 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/listing/listed-

buildings/

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-

planning-policy-framework--2 



Scheduled Monuments: 'Nationally important' archaeological 

sites or historic buildings, given protection against unauthorised 

change. The various pieces of legislation used for legally 

protecting heritage assets from damage and destruction are 

grouped under the term 'designation'. Protection is given to 

scheduled monuments under the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

Section 106 Agreements: (Also known as planning obligations); 

are agreements between developers and local planning 

authorities that are negotiated as part of a condition of 

planning consent.

Other Sources of Information

Britain from Above: 

Historic Aerial photographs in the Aerofilms collection, dating 

from 1919 to 1953. 

Buckinghamshire Historic Photographs: 

A collection of over 20,000 historic photographs of 

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.   

Heritage Gateway:

An online resource, allowing the user to cross-search heritage 

records including c. 60 HERs and National Heritage lists for 

England (including Historic Buildings). 

 

European Landscape Convention: The first international 

convention to focus specifically on landscape. It is dedicated 

exclusively to the protection, management and planning of all 

landscapes in Europe. The UK joined in 2006.  

Characterisation – English Heritage: 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/ 

professional/advice/hpg/has/scheduledmonuments/ 

http://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/centre-for-

buckinghamshire-studies/online-resources/historic-

photographs/ 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/ 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/heritage/ 

Landscape/default_en.asp

http://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/professional/research/landscapes-and-

areas/characterisation/ 
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Medieval Chantry Chapel Door, Buckingham

HELM (Historic Environment Local Management): Provides 

accessible information, training and guidance to decision 

makers in local authorities, regional agencies and national 

organisations whose actions affect the historic environment. 

The HELM programme was set up by English Heritage in 2004 

with the aim of working with key partners to provide the tools 

to manage change in the historic environment with increased 

skill and confidence. 

Images of England:  

A photographic library containing over 300,000 images of 

England's listed buildings and built heritage. The collection was 

recorded at the beginning of the 21st century. 

http://www.helm.org.uk/about-us/ 

 

http://www.imagesofengland.org.uk/
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