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Dear Caroline,  
 
Mill Lane, Taplow – Badger Survey  

Introduction and Summary 
Further to the suite of ecological surveys already completed in 2014, due to the discovery of an active 
badger sett located within the National Grid land a full badger walkover survey was undertaken in July 
2014.  The objective of the survey was to update previous information available from surveys 
completed in 20071 and 20132 which whilst recording badger activity within the developable area, had 
not recorded the presence of setts within this area.  The methods and results of the badger survey are 
presented in this letter and figure appended. 

The survey confirmed the presence of a main badger sett to the east of Jubilee River, one active outlier 
sett within National Grid Land, and an active subsidiary sett within a hedgeline in the south of the Site.  
In addition, a number of partially used and disused outlier setts and burrows were identified mainly 
within the southern portion of the Site (see Figure 1).  The distribution of setts indicates the presence of 
one social group utilising habitat on Site, associated with the main badger sett located on the woodland 
edge east of Jubilee River. 

Please note that due to persecution of badger the content of this letter should be treated as confidential 
and we advise that it is not released into the public domain without specific reason. 

Methods 
A badger survey of the Site was conducted by Stephen Foot MCIEEM on 22nd July 2014.  Weather 
conditions during the survey were hot (23-29 C) with partial cloud (Cloud cover 5/8 octas throughout).  
A gentle breeze was also periodically present (Beaufort Force 2).  Where possible all areas of the Site 
were accessed, as well as land within a 30 m radius of the Site where access allowed and was deemed 
safe.  The Site area is shown in Figure 1 which also displays the results of the badger survey. 

The badger survey involved walking across the entire Site and searching for the evidence of badger 
setts and other signs of badger activity.  The survey excluded the National Grid Land because this was 
previously surveyed on 4th June 2014 by Rebecca Blamey GradCIEEM. 

Once a sett was discovered, an indication of the level of activity was also made, as follows: 

 Active – active sett entrances contain no debris or vegetation, are obviously regularly used and 
often show signs of having been recently excavated. 

 Partially used – partially used entrances are those not in regular use, and which may have debris 
(leaf litter, twigs, moss, etc.) around the entrance.  However, they could potentially be used 
regularly in the future with minimal clearance necessary. 

 Disused – disused sett entrances show signs of not having been used for a considerable period of 
time and would not be used again without extensive clearance by a badger3. 

                                                   
1 WSP UK Ltd (2007).  Taplow Mill Badger Report on behalf of Watchword Ltd. WSP, London. 
2 BSG (2013). Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, Mill Lane, Taplow. BSG, Oxford. 
3 Neal, E., & C. Cheeseman (1996). Badgers. T & AD Poyser Natural History Ltd, London 
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Several categories of badger setts have been identified4. These are described as follows: 

 Main setts - defined as setts with five or more entrance holes and which show evidence of use 
throughout the year. Main setts are associated with large spoil heaps and well-trodden paths.  

 Annexe setts – intermediate-sized and may be used by breeding badgers.  These setts are 
normally close to a main sett (within 150 m of the main sett5) and connected to it by obvious paths. 

 Subsidiary setts – These are similar to annexe setts but are likely to be further away and not as 
well connected to the main sett as annexe setts); 

 Outlier setts – Outlier setts are small setts with one or two entrance holes which are used 
sporadically by badgers as a temporary.  There may be several outlier setts within one badger 
social group’s territory.   

Although the whole site was walked during the survey, particular attention was given to field boundaries 
and margins, areas of woodland and scrub, especially those on higher and sloping ground, as these 
are most likely to support badger setts6. 

In addition to badger setts other evidence of badgers was also recorded. This included:   

 live or dead badgers; 

 foraging scrapes (distinctive excavations made by badgers when searching for food); 

 badger dung; 

 dung pits (a badger will often deposit its dung within a small excavated pit); 

 latrines (a collection of dung pits) (Roper, 2010); 

 badger guard hairs; 

 mammal paths; and 

 badger tracks. 

Evidence of badgers was photographed and the coordinates of all sett entrance holes were recorded 
using a Garmin GPSMap 76CSx. 

Notes and Limitations 
Badger surveys can be completed at any time of year, however during the summer period dense 
vegetation may obstruct access and obscure evidence of badger activity limiting survey reliability.  This 
survey was completed during the summer period, and it is possible that evidence of badger activity 
may have been obscured, however the presence of patches of dense scrub is considered unlikely to 
have significantly affected the survey results.  This is because methods were adapted to search for sett 
activity within scrub patches by searching for signs of badger access/egress such as well-worn badger 
paths, badger prints and badger ‘push through’ signs under fences/vegetation.  In addition, this survey 
forms part of a suite of surveys which commenced March 2014 when vegetation was much lower, sett 
activity visible at this time would have been noted and reported. 

Results and Interpretation 
During the survey one main sett (see Target Note 16 and Photograph 1), one likely subsidiary sett (see 
Target Note 32 and Photograph 2) and a number of partially used and disused outlier setts and 
burrows (see Target Notes 1, 8, 18, 20, 21, 26, 27, 33 and 34) were identified. 

The main sett is located on the eastern boundary of the site on the hedge line surrounded by dense 
common nettle Urtica dioica and elder Sambucus nigra scrub. A number of well-used pathways lead 

                                                   
4 Badger Trust (2008) The Eurasian Badger (Meles meles). Badger Trust, November 2008.  Available online:  
http://www.badger.org.uk/_Attachments/Resources/283_S4.pdf  
5 Harris, S., Jefferies, D., Cheeseman, C., & C. Booty (1994).  Problems with badgers? RSPCA, Horsham. 
6 Roper T. J (2010) Badger. Harper Collins. 
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away from this sett to the west across the grassland and east across adjacent pasture and into holly 
Ilex aquifolium scrub.  

The likely subsidiary sett (TN32) is located within the hedgerow / treeline in the south of the site. This 
sett shows some signs of recent use though doesn’t appear to be regularly used by badgers. Rabbits 
Oryctolagus cuniculus also use this sett. The outlier setts recorded during the survey are scattered 
throughout the Site though the majority of these are currently disused with only the two-entrance outlier 
sett (TN20), and outlier within the National Grid Land showing signs of recent use. This sett is located 
within the hedge line in the south-east of the Site.  No active setts were identified in the north or west of 
the site (in the woodland surrounding the Dunloe Lodge). 

Badgers tend to use outlier setts intermittently6 and the number of disused outliers identified during this 
survey is typical within the territory of a badger clan. There are many hypothesis put forward as to why 
badgers have multiple outlier setts within a territory. Outlier setts regularly become disused as a result 
of infestations of parasites7 and this may be the case with the outlier setts identified during this survey. 
The creation of additional outliers could occur at any time as these provide badgers with an alternative 
place to shelter after foraging in distant parts of their territory, to avoid them having to make the long 
trip back to the main sett8 (Kruuk, 1989).  

A well-used mammal path (possibly made by badgers) was identified leading into dense Prunus scrub 
in the north-east of the site (in the grassland to the south of Mill Lane, see Target Note 12). It is 
possible that an outlier sett is present in this area of dense vegetation; however the land could not 
physically accessed at the time of survey. 

Signs of recent badger activity including well-used pathways, latrines and foraging evidence (snuffle 
holes and recent diggings, see Photograph 3) were identified throughout the Site (see the Target Notes 
below and Figure 1 for the locations of these).  These survey findings suggest that the majority of the 
Site to the north and west is used as a foraging resource by the badgers resident in the main sett 
(Target Note 16) or possibly by another badger clan that maybe present within the woodland (Taplow 
Court) on the eastern side of the Jubilee River9. 

Conversation with the security personnel on Site highlighted the presence of well-used badger path to 
the west of the security hut (Target Note 36) which the security personnel has witnessed badgers 
commuting onto the Site at dusk and leaving the Site at dawn.  Further discussion with the security 
personnel highlighted that white/albino badgers are regularly seen in the local area. The white (possibly 
albino) badgers present in this clan are well documented, and images of white badgers foraging in 
residential gardens nearby are available online. There is known to be considerable variation in pelage 
colour both within and between badger populations6. A number of colour variants have been identified 
within badger populations generally of which white (albino) seems to be the most widespread3. As hair 
colour is genetically controlled, particular colour variants tend to cluster in particular populations6 which 
would explain the high numbers of sightings of white badgers witnessed at the site and in the local 
area.  

A white badger was observed in the grassland in the south-east of the site by surveyors undertaking 
the dusk bat activity transect on 16th July 2014.  A trail camera installed in the woodland in the north of 
the site between the 7th and 11th July revealed the presence of foxes Vulpes vulpes, roe deer 
Capreolus capreolus and Muntjac deer Muntiacus reevesi but also a photograph of a white badger was 
captured (see Photograph 4) indicating that badgers do come as far as the north of the site to forage 
and possibly to use additional setts that may be present offsite to the north in woodland owned by 
Taplow Court.  

Conclusion 
In line with previous survey results from 2007 and 2013 respectively, the walkover survey results have 
confirmed that badgers are active on Site utilising a range of habitats present including grassland and 
woodland to forage.  The main sett to the east of Jubilee River previously recorded in 2007 and 2013 
was confirmed to remain present and active.  An active outlier and subsidiary sett were also found to 
                                                   
7 Roper T. J et al (2001) Sett use in European badgers Meles meles. Behaviour, 138 173-187 
8 Kruuk, H. (1989) The Social Badger: Ecology and Behaviour of a Group-Living Carnivore (Meles meles). Oxford University Press, Oxford. 
9 Given the presence of suitable habitat it is reasonable to conclude that badger clans within the landscape are contiguous, whilst it is probable that 
the Site is utilised by badgers associated with the main sett at TN16 it is possible that these badgers forage within habitat to the north and a clan 
associated with Taplow Court utilise parts of the habitat on Site. 
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be present to the west of Jubilee River, which indicates a change in range since previous survey which 
did not record sett activity here.  In addition a number of partially used and disused outlier setts were 
recorded indicating the dynamic nature of the badger population in the local area. 

 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Hattie Spray  
Associate Ecologist 
WSP UK Ltd. 
  
 Appendix A: Photographs  

Appendix B: Target Notes 
 Figures 1a and 1b: Badger Survey Results 
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Appendix A: Photographs 
 
Table 1: Photographs of Badger Activity Recorded on Site 

Ref: Image Notes 
1 

 

One of the well-used entrances of the main sett 
(TN16) 

2 

 

One of the partially used entrances of the likely 
subsidiary sett (TN32) 

3 

 

Evidence of badger foraging activity in the north 
of the site (TN10) 

4 

 

The white badger photographed in the woodland 
north of the site 
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Appendix B: Target Notes 
 
Table 2: Target Notes Recorded on Site (See also Figure 1) 

TN Grid Reference Description 
TN1 SU 90369, 82208 A disused, partially filled mammal burrow (likely fox) beneath a box bush. 
TN2 SU 90334, 82238 Mammal droppings (likely fox scat). 
TN3 SU 90440, 82470 A well-used mammal path (used by foxes, badgers, roe deer and Muntjac 

deer). 
TN4 SU 90416, 82462 A well-used mammal path on the through the ivy. 
TN5 SU 90418, 82481 Badger droppings on the riverside (Thames side). 
TN6 SU 90433, 82514 Recent diggings (excavations) possibly created by badgers. 
TN7 SU 90454, 82585 Recent excavation on a well-used path 20 m to the north of the site boundary. 

Possible made by badgers. 
TN8 SU 90453, 82535 A disused mammal burrow possibly a fox earth or old outlier badger sett. 
TN9 SU 90436, 82420 A well-used mammal path along the woodland edge. 
TN10 SU 90411, 82276 Badger “snuffle holes” evidence of badgers searching for worms in the amenity 

grassland. 
TN11 SU 90533, 81869 A well-used mammal path leading up the slope in the semi-improved grassland. 
TN12 SU 90579, 81879 A mammal path leading into the dense scrub (Prunus sp.) in the north-east of 

the site. 
TN13 SU 90640, 81736 A well-used mammal path leading off-site to the east with badger hairs caught 

on the barb-wire fence. 
TN14 SU 90639, 81737 A single badger dung pit with fresh dung. 
TN15 SU 90633, 81713 A very well-used mammal path leading into dense common nettle and elder 

scrub. 
TN16 SU 90637, 81692 A main badger sett consisting of 8-10 well-used entrances and two-three 

disused entrances. This sett continues off-site beneath holly and box scrub.  
TN17 SU 90629, 81671 A mammal path likely made by badgers leaving the main sett to the north. 
TN18 SU 90621, 81563 An outlier sett consisting of one entrance that has been filled in with soil in the 

past. 
TN19 SU 90623, 81525 A well-used mammal path leading south along the eastern boundary of the site. 
TN20 SU 90610, 81470 A two-entrance outlier sett showing signs of partial use. 
TN21 SU 90571, 81421 A disused mammal burrow. Possibly originally excavated by badgers. 
TN22 SU 90557, 81758 Recent diggings in the grassland likely evidence of badger foraging behaviour. 
TN23 SU 90538, 81785 A badger latrine comprising 2-3 dung pits two of which showed signs of recent 

use. 
TN24 SU 90359, 81634 A mammal path leading into the National Grid land in the centre of the site. 
TN25 SU 90465, 81672 A mammal path leading towards the hedgerow. 
TN26 SU 90474, 81656 A disused outlier sett consisting of two entrances. 
TN27 SU 90473, 81487 A disused mammal burrow in the south-east of the site, likely a fox earth. 
TN28 SU 90392, 81446 A badger latrine comprising two dung pits. 
TN29 SU 90389, 81446 Diggings into compost likely used by badgers as a laying up site and as a 

foraging resource for earth worms. 
TN30 SU 90357, 81441 Evidence of recent excavations and diggings possibly made by badgers. 
TN31 SU 90311, 81475 A well-used mammal path leading from east to west across the grassland in the 

south f the site. 
TN32 SU 90409, 81505 A badger sett showing signs of partial use. This sett is classified as a likely 

subsidiary sett and comprises 5-6 entrances. Rabbits also use this sett. 
TN33 SU 90267, 81520 A mammal burrow likely a rabbit warren. 
TN34 SU 90340, 81773 A disused mammal burrow in dense vegetation in the road verge. 
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TN35 SU 90337, 81824 A well-used mammal path within the woodland in the west of the site. 
TN36 SU 90382, 81946 A well-used mammal path adjacent to the security hut. Security personnel have 

seen badgers using this path to gain access to the site. 
TN37 SU 90435, 81920 Badger snuffle holes showing evidence of badger foraging activity. 
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