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WILTON PARK, BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

ANCIENT WOODLAND SURVEY 

1. Executive Summary

1.1 This small wood (1.3ha) is now included on the revised Ancient Woodland 

Inventory for the Chilterns from mapping evidence (published July 2012 by the 

Chilterns Conservation Board for the partnership including the Forestry Commission 

and Natural England).  

1.2 Ancient woodland is a nationally important and threatened habitat, and its 

existence over hundreds of years has enabled irreplaceable ecological and historical 

features to survive. The 2012 revision added small ancient woods under 2ha to the 

inventory for the first time. 

1.3 Ancient woods and veteran trees are protected by Government policies, including 

Keepers of Time, first published in 2005 and confirmed again in Defra Forestry & 

Woodlands Policy Statement January 2013. This was also confirmed in “A revision 

of the ancient woodland Standing Advice” issued by Natural England 30 May 2012 

and again in April 2014, when it was updated. 

1.4 The origins of this wood are not certain and it has been affected by landscape tree 

planting of the historic parkland a couple of hundred years ago (around 1800AD) 

possibly by Humphrey Repton. It is possible that the parkland trees were in to an 

existing woodland. These trees are becoming veterans and the woodland is worth 

conserving. They are likely to provide roost sites for bats which are a European 

Protected Species. 

2. Introduction and Background

2.1 Wilton Park is a 39 hectare site just to the east of Beaconsfield. It was occupied 

by the Ministry of Defence (MOD) School of Languages. The school closed early in 

2014 and the whole site is being disposed of by the MOD. The South Bucks Core 

Strategy (2011) designates Wilton Park as an Opportunity Site and establishes the 

policy framework for the site’s comprehensive redevelopment. 

2.2 South Bucks District Council is currently preparing a Development Brief for 

Wilton Park. In January 2014 the Council published a Draft Supplementary Planning 

Document for formal public consultation: 

http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/3701/Wilton-Park-Development-Brief-SPD 

2.3 A Woodland Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was granted on 20 May 2014. 

http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/3701/Wilton-Park-Development-Brief-SPD
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3. History

3.1 The house known as Wilton Park was built in in the early 18
th

 century and bought 
in 1779 by Josais Du Pre, a former Governor of Madras in India. Known as the 'White 

House' because of its striking plastered exterior, it was a fine Georgian Palladian 

mansion seven bays wide by three floors high. The west front faced the parkland and 

had a full height central canted bay in front of which was a wide terrace with steps 

leading down to the lawn. The interiors were by Robert Adam. It survived with almost 

no structural or major interior changes for over 160 years in ownership by a single 

family - the Du Pre's. The house had passed down through the generations sitting just 

outside Beaconsfield in beautiful parkland. It is thought that Humprey Repton advised 

on landscaping the park in the late 18
th

 century. This historic building was demolished
in 1967.  
http://lh.matthewbeckett.com/houses/lh_buckinghamshire_wiltonpark.html 

4. Map evidence

4.1 The wood is shown on the OS drawing by Boyce of 1812, see

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/h/zoomify82473.html 

4.2 Wilton Park is shown as parkland on the Jefferys 1770 map of Buckinghamshire, 

but this wood cannot be seen, partly due to old folds causing damage to the map. 

4.3 The wood is however visible on the Bryant 1825 map of Buckinghamshire within 

the historic parkland shown dark green on that map. 

4.4 The wood is shown as the same shape on the 1875-76 Ordnance Survey map

and from the map evidence appears to have been continuously wooded for at least 

the last 200 years, so has been included on the provisional ancient woodland 

inventory.  

http://www.old-maps.co.uk/maps.html 

5. Woodland survey

5.1 The Chiltern Woodlands Project was requested by South Bucks District Council 

to carry out a woodland survey using the same methodology and recording sheets 

as that used for the Chilterns Ancient Woodland Inventory (2012). 

5.2 The Council required a survey to be undertaken of an area of woodland within and 
close to the Wilton Park Opportunity Site at Beaconsfield. The area surveyed is 
shown with a red boundary on the following map. The area of woodland runs east-
west just to the north of the A40. Forming one continuous area, part of the woodland 
forms the southern-most point of the Wilton Park site, and the rest an area 
immediately to the west of the Opportunity Site’s south-western boundary. This 
woodland is shown as ancient woodland on the Chiltern’s Ancient Woodland 
Inventory published in 2012, when woods under 2ha were added. The purpose of the 
survey was to confirm whether the ancient woodland designation, currently based on 
analysis of historic maps, is correct and if so, whether the boundary as shown on the 
AWI is appropriate. 

5.3 The area of woodland surveyed falls within two ownerships. The part of the 
woodland that falls within the Wilton Park Opportunity Site (marked ‘A’ on the 
following map) forms part of a secure area which is not accessible to the public, save

http://lh.matthewbeckett.com/houses/lh_buckinghamshire_wiltonpark.html
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/h/zoomify82473.html
http://www.old-maps.co.uk/maps.html
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for a public footpath nearby. John Morris was granted access to survey Area 
A. Permission to visit Area B was not given by its landowner.

6. Methodology

6.1 John Morris of the Chiltern Woodlands Project was accompanied on his morning 

site visit on Friday 23 May 2014 by South Bucks District Council’s Arboriculturalist, 

and a security guard who had to unlock various gates as the Area A part of the wood

is within security fencing. Access to Area A was from the sewage works, which is 

just north of the wood. A sizeable steep sided pond is adjacent to the sewage works. 

The stream on the edge of Area B feeds this pond.

6.2 The long narrow wood covers approximately 1.3ha and is composed of mainly 

mature broadleaved trees. It is divided into 2 ownerships, shown on the map as areas 

A and B. Area A covers about 0.85ha and was visited and surveyed in detail. Area B
to the west was viewed from the public footpath and boundary with A. Area B covers 

about 0.45ha. South Bucks District Council made a number of attempts to secure the 

necessary permission to visit and survey Area B from the owner, both before and 

after the visit on 23/5/14. 

6.3 Area A - This larger section of the wood is developing a typical woodland 

vegetation but without any rarities being seen. The dominant old trees are of 

hybrid lime and sweet chestnut, plus Scots pine; they would appear to have been 

parkland plantings. The oak, beech, ash, wild cherry, hornbeam, birch and hazel 

seen here could all be semi-natural arising from seed rather than through planting.

6.4 Area B - The length of this narrow strip of woodland is visible from a public 

footpath through a flower rich unimproved grass field on the northern side of the 

wood. It has a stream immediately along the northern edge of the mature oaks and 

beech. These may be semi-natural arising from seed, and not planted. 

7. Site survey

7.1 The wood was visited in late May after many of the spring flowers such as 

bluebells have finished flowering but are still in evidence. Ferns, including bracken, 

and sedges etc were all developing. 

7.2 An initial plant species list for each area is attached as an appendix to this report. 

Other species would be expected to be added in coming years if the wood is visited 

earlier in spring or later in the summer. 

7.3 The plants seen were recorded on the standard recording forms used for the site 

visits for the Ancient Woodland Flora which lists woodland indicator plants for South 

East England. Species seen were underlined on the form.  Abundance was estimated 

on the form using DAFOR – dominant, abundant, frequent, occasional and rare. 

7.4 The survey sheet for Area A shows 16 ancient woodland indicator plant species. 

This is a reasonable number of indicator species for such a small wood, but many of 

these are not strongly associated with ancient woods, although the sedges are. 
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7.5 The ground flora of Area B could not be surveyed in detail due to lack of access 

nor could any boundary features be seen, other than the stream. The survey sheet was 

compiled to show the main vegetation that could be seen through the boundary fence 

or from the public footpath but is incomplete.  

8. Findings - The Woodland

8.1 The main old trees in Area A are large sweet chestnut Castanea sativa and also 

hybrid lime Tilia x europea which were probably planted as parkland clumps over 

200 years ago. Some of the lime blew over in past storms and have regrown as 

coppice. The lime are mainly at the eastern end of the wood and the sweet chestnut 

in the centre and to the west of Area A.  

8.2 Also in Area A of the wood are several old mature oak and also a group of mature 

beech above the pond, which are starting to decline in condition. There are also a few 

old conifers with Scots pine being the most numerous. Again there is evidence in 

places of recent collapse. There are also younger but maturing ash and wild cherry. 

Sweet chestnut is also regenerating in the wood, both as coppice regrowth from fallen 

trees and also from seed. The ground flora is a mix of patches of bluebells and dogs 

mercury with bugle in wetter areas, plus stinging nettles, with some ferns and 

bracken. The shrub layer is mainly elder with some holly and hawthorn. 

8.3 No woodland archaeological features such as boundary banks, sawpits, charcoal 

hearths etc were seen in this wood during the visit within Area A. These would be an 

indication of past woodland management and are frequently (but not always) found in 

ancient woods. 

8.4 Area A is worth conserving as woodland, it may have been part of a historic 

Georgian landscape parkland planting (Repton) but is developing a natural woodland 

ground flora and contains interesting old trees of lime and sweet chestnut, plus oak 

and beech. It is unclear if the parkland planting was into existing woodland, in which 

case it would be ancient woodland, or in an older park with native ground flora. 

8.5 Area B is a narrow strip of mature woodland composed mainly of native trees ie 

oak, beech, hornbeam, hawthorn, hazel and birch. It is unclear if these were planted or 

the edge of a larger wood that has now been lost, they could well be of natural origin 

from seed. The dominant ground flora of Area B (seen from a distance) is a mix of 

bracken and bluebells, with bramble etc.  

8.6 The old trees in both Areas A & B can be considered as Veteran trees worth 

conserving in their own right. The may well be home to European Protected Species 

such as bats, which use the old cracks and holes found in veteran trees to roost and 

breed in. Other rare species including insects and fungi may occur in these trees 

8.7 Further survey work is needed, especially in Area B, which was not visited and 

so, for example, no old boundary features were seen. 
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9. Conclusions

 The whole of this woodland has been included on the revised ancient

woodland inventory based on mapping using an accepted methodology,

approved by Natural England and Forestry Commission, who were partners in

that work. An aim of the revised inventory was to add small ancient woods

under 2ha in size, so they could be protected, and to use modern GIS mapping

of the boundaries.

 The survey evidence is not clear cut, but there are indications from the plant

species seen that the whole of the woodland could be ancient.

 The precautionary principle applies and the whole of the wood should be

regarded and protected as ancient until evidence comes forward to disprove

this. Ancient woodland cannot be recreated when lost.

 In any event the whole of this woodland is worth conserving in its own right

for its veteran trees and historic parkland past.

 Further survey work should be undertaken over a wider area to cover all of

Areas A and B and extend the survey beyond the existing wood to see if old

boundary banks or other historical features survive. More species and features

could be found.

Note 

European Protected Species (EPS) includes all species of bats; some bats are 

likely to use holes and cracks etc found in the veteran trees for roosting and breeding.
Such sites are protected.

Great crested newts are also European Protected Species and might be found in the 

neighbouring pond. If so the woodland around the pond would be used by the newts

at certain times of year. 

More information is on http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-protectedspecies 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-protectedspecies
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Photos of Trees in Area A – 23 May 2014 

Lime regrowth from old storm damaged tree. 

Old sweet chestnuts, with bluebells (which had finished flowering) 
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Old beech trees above pond – very shady, limited vegetation 

Dogs mercury growing beneath maturing ash and oak trees 
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Trees in Area B – seen from footpath, 23 May 2014 

Mature beech 

Mature oaks, hazel, hawthorn and brambles (seen from path) 
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Appendix 1 

Ancient Woodland, Terminology and Definitions 

1.1 Ancient woods are protected by Government policies, including Keepers of Time, 

first published in 2005 and confirmed again in Defra Forestry & Woodlands Policy 

Statement January 2013.  

1.2 The National Inventory of Ancient Woodlands is a government dataset managed 

by Natural England. It is made available on websites including 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ under Habitat Inventories.  Also 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6dfkmn in the Forestry Commission’s Land 

Information Search. 

1.3 Local authorities have a key role to play in the protection of this unique resource 

through the planning process. The publication of the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF)
 
 Department of Communities and Local Government (2012) 

builds on the principles set out in Planning Policy Statement 9, Office of the Deputy 

Prime Minister (2005) which required local authorities to identify areas of ancient 

woodland without statutory protection. NPPF states that ‘to minimise impacts on 

biodiversity and geodiversity’ planning policies should ‘identify and map components 

of the local ecological networks.’ Furthermore, ‘Keepers of Time: A Statement of 

Policy for England’s Ancient & Native Woodland,’ DEFRA and the Forestry 

Commission (2005) set out the Government’s vision that ‘Ancient woodlands, veteran 

trees and other native woodlands are adequately protected, sustainably managed in a 

wider landscape context, and are providing a wide range of social, environmental and 

economic benefits to society.’ 

1.4 This was confirmed in “A revision of the ancient woodland Standing Advice” 

issued by Natural England 30 May 2012 and again in April 2014. 

1.5 At the base of the Chilterns dip slope, in South Bucks District, the soil has 

developed from the ancient alluvial sand and gravel deposits of the River Thames.  

Here the chalk is overlain by poor acid sands, clays and gravels and is now heavily 

wooded. 

1.6 Ancient woods have been in existence continuously for at least the last 400 years 

back to 1600 AD and can be identified from the earliest maps and other documents, 

and surveys.  

1.7 Ancient semi - natural woods (ASNW) are composed of predominantly site 

native tree species, usually derived from coppice or natural regeneration; the 

composition may be modified by past management and more recent planting of native 

species. Coppice and pollards are particularly important because the trees are likely to 

be older and of natural origin.   

1.8 Plantations on ancient sites (PAWS) - where planted broadleaves or conifers 

have replaced the original tree cover. These woods often still contain many features of 

conservation interest. They may be at higher risk of damage by forestry operations as 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6dfkmn
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there is now interest in restoring these woods to more natural composition (see 

Keepers of Time Policy 2005). 

1.9 Recent woods have developed, or been planted, since 1600AD. Landscaping 

through tree planting has occurred since this date. Conifer planting was popular 

through much of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  

1.10 Other areas have become Native woodland by natural regeneration of

indigenous trees and shrubs. 

1.11 The trees and shrubs in ancient woodlands may have been felled or cut for 

coppice at various times since 1600, but as long as the area has remained as 

woodland, i.e. the coppice stools have regrown or the stand has been replanted soon 

after felling, then it remains ancient woodland. Because it may have been cut over 

many times in the past, ancient woodland does not necessarily contain old trees. 

1.12 Wood pasture describes woods derived from ancient pasture woodland 

managed for both trees and livestock or deer. These can also be considered as a type 

of ancient woodland found in Historic parkland, often with ancient or veteran trees. 

1.13 Veteran Trees  

Provide habitat for many different species and are a part of our landscape and cultural 

heritage. Local authorities have a vital role in ensuring the protection and 

conservation of veteran trees, in particular through the planning system (April 2014). 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/images/fepveterantree_tcm6-6492.pdf 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ancient-woodland-standing-advice_tcm6- 
37627.pdf 

1.14 The UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) is the reference standard for sustainable 

forest management in the UK. See http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs 

1.15 European Protected Species (EPS) includes all species of bats, some are likely 

to use veteran trees for roosting and breeding. It also includes Great Crested Newt 

which may be in the pond and Common or Hazel  Dormouse. These sites are 

protected. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/images/fepveterantree_tcm6-6492.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ancient-woodland-standing-advice_tcm6-37627.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/ancient-woodland-standing-advice_tcm6-37627.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs
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Appendix 2 

John Morris BSc Hons Biology CBiol MSB, is Director of the Chiltern Woodlands 

Project (a registered charity founded in 1989 by the Chiltern Society and based in the 

Chilterns AONB office in Chinnor). He has worked in the Chilterns giving advice on 

woodland management to hundreds of woodland owners since 1983. 

John carried out a pilot ancient woodland survey in 2007 for the Chilterns 

Conservation Board. He then helped update the Ancient Woodland Inventory for 

the Chilterns (May 2010 – June 2012) and edited and published the report in July 

2012 for local councils, Forestry Commission and Natural England (who have 

responsibility for maintaining the national inventory of ancient woods). Victoria 

Benstead Hume did the mapping analysis for the ancient woodland inventory by 

looking at a series of maps over the last 200 years to see if the woodland had been 

continuously wooded over this period and to map the boundaries accurately on GIS. 

This found that 60% of the woods in the Chilterns are considered to be ancient, 

having existed for at least the last 400 years.  

See 

http://www.chilternsaonb.org/about-chilterns/woodlands/ancient-woodland.html 

and the South Bucks District appendix 

http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/ANCIEN

T_WOODLAND_2012_APPENDIX_south_bucks.pdf 

John has written about ancient woodlands and their archaeology including: 

The Cultural Heritage of Chilterns Woods – an illustrated guide to 

archaeological features, published by the Chiltern Woodlands Project in April 2009. 

Woodland Archaeology in London (2010) (available from Forestry Commission 

and English Heritage). 

Paper in Chilterns Conservation Board (2003) “New perspectives on Chilterns 

Landscapes 2003”. 

Article in Royal Forestry Society’s Quarterly Journal of Forestry Vol 105 2011 on 

Ancient Beech Woods in the Chilterns. 

“History in Chiltern Woods” – A guide to identification and management of 

woodland archaeological features. JK Morris 1999. 

He has been running woodland archaeology courses since 1998. 

For the latest annual report please see 

http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/News_of_

the_Woods_summer_2014.pdf 

http://www.chilternsaonb.org/about-chilterns/woodlands/ancient-woodland.html
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/ANCIENT_WOODLAND_2012_APPENDIX_south_bucks.pdf
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/ANCIENT_WOODLAND_2012_APPENDIX_south_bucks.pdf
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/News_of_the_Woods_summer_2014.pdf
http://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/AboutTheChilterns/Woodlands/News_of_the_Woods_summer_2014.pdf


Appendix 3: Survey Sheets
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Appendix  4: 1875-76 Map
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