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In accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 (16) (4), this Post-Adoption Statement sets out: 

• How the Sustainability Appraisal report (the SA) has been integrated into the 
plan (the 'plan' being the Wilton Park Development Brief Supplementary 
Planning Document); 

• How opinions expressed through public consultation have been taken into 
account;  

• The reasons for choosing the plan as adopted, in the light of other reasonable 
alternatives dealt with; and  

• The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant effects of the 
implementation of the plan. 

This is the last stage in the Sustainability Appraisal process, which accompanies the 
Wilton Park Development Brief SPD. The SPD was adopted by South Bucks District 
Council on 31 March 2015. 

Copies of the Wilton Park Development Brief SPD, the Sustainability Appraisal, the 
Consultation Statement prepared under Regulation 12 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment Screening Report and the Equalities Impact Assessment Screening 
Report can be viewed on the Council's website at www.southbucks.gov.uk or 
inspected free of charge at the District Council's Offices, Capswood, Oxford Road, 
Denham, 9 am-5.30 pm (Mon-Wed) & 9 am-5 pm (Thurs-Fri). 

Further information on the District Council's planning policies is available on the 
Council's web site www.southbucks.gov.uk or from the Planning Policy Team on 
01895 837200 or by email ldf@southbucks.gov.uk. 

 

The way in which the Sustainability Appraisal has been integrated into the 
Wilton Park Development Brief SPD 

The Sustainability Appraisal process has been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the EU Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive 
2001/42/EC1, (the SEA Directive)1. This was transposed into UK law by the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 20042, (the SEA 
Regulations). Under these requirements, plans that set out the framework for 

1 European Parliament (2001) 'The Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the 
Environment', Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament, Luxembourg, 2001 
http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2001:197:0030:0037:EN:PDF 
 
2 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2204/pdfs/uksi_20042204_en.pdf  
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future development consent of projects must be subject to an environmental 
assessment to determine if the plan will have any significant effects on the 
environment. 

In the Sustainability Appraisal Guidance produced by the Planning Advisory Service 
(PAS), it is envisaged that the SEA process will be undertaken as part of the 
Sustainability Appraisal process and as such included within the Sustainability 
Appraisal report to meet the Directive's requirements. Such an approach was taken 
in this case. 

The sustainability appraisal work built on that which had previously been 
undertaken to inform the preparation of the South Bucks adopted Core Strategy. 

It is recognised that given the size of the Wilton Park Opportunity Site and the 
wording of Core Strategy Policy 14, there is some flexibility in terms of the mix of 
land uses proposed, where on the site any new development is located and the 
spread of this development. South Bucks District Council therefore considered that 
it would be prudent to undertake further Sustainability Appraisal work in relation 
to the emerging SPD. This was because the more detailed work would enable a 
fuller review of the baseline position and provide a better understanding of the 
likely significant effects of future development on the site. 

The National Planning Policy Framework (para. 165) recognises that a Sustainability 
Appraisal should be an integral part of the plan preparation process, which 
considers all the likely significant effects on the environment, together with 
economic and social factors. 

The Sustainability Appraisal has been undertaken with regard to best practice from 
PAS guidance on the preparation of Sustainability Appraisal. The principal stages 
were as follows: 

• Setting the context, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope of 
the Sustainability Appraisal 

• Developing and refining options and assessing effects 

• Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal report 

• Consulting on the draft Plan and Sustainability Appraisal report. 

 

How opinions expressed through public consultation have been taken into 
account 

The first stage of the process involved the establishment of a framework for 
undertaking the Sustainability Appraisal, essentially a set of objectives against 
which different sets of options for future redevelopment of the Wilton Park site 
could be assessed, together with an evidence base to help inform the appraisal. A 
Scoping Letter was issued for a period of four weeks between May and June 2013. 
The letter sought comments from the Environment Agency, Natural England and 
English Heritage on the proposed scope of the Sustainability Appraisal work. 

The purpose of the consultation was to: 

• Ensure the Sustainability Appraisal was both comprehensive and robust 
enough to support the SPD during the later stages of full public consultation. 

• Seek advice on the appropriateness of the sustainability objectives and key 
sustainability issues identified. 
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In general, all the bodies consulted supported the approach taken to the 
Sustainability Appraisal. Their feedback was taken into account in the Sustainability 
Appraisal process and in preparing the Sustainability Appraisal report. 

The Sustainability Appraisal report was published for a 6-week period of public 
consultation alongside the draft SPD in January 2014. Only one comment was made 
on the Sustainability Appraisal (other than those comments subsequently withdrawn 
by one of the respondents). The comment (on waste water) did not require a 
change to be made to the SPD. 

 

The reasons for choosing the plan as adopted, in the light of other reasonable 
alternatives 

Through implementing the SPD, a number of significant positive effects could be 
expected, including: 

• The delivery of new housing appropriate to the site and needs of 
Beaconsfield, which will assist in meeting South Bucks' future housing 
requirements. 

• The staged delivery of a new relief road, which would help to relieve 
congestion on the A355 at the London End Roundabout, thus creating wider 
benefits for Beaconsfield. 

• The delivery of sustainable transport initiatives, providing residents of the 
site with links to Beaconsfield and the railway station, as well as the creation 
of safe routes to promote walking and cycling. 

• The ability to unlock access to new areas of open space and recreation which 
have previously been unavailable. New and improved open space will be 
provided, which will include recreation, child play space and community 
facilities. 

• The creation of high quality development, which respects its landscape 
setting. This includes the demolition of the existing 16 storey tower block on 
the site, creating an overall enhancement to the landscape. 

• New employment opportunities which will deliver local employment 
opportunities and support economic growth objectives. 

In general the options considered through the Sustainability Appraisal and which 
support the most number of Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal objectives have 
been taken forward in the SPD. This includes the delivery of a dispersed 
development, which makes effective use of the space available on the site to 
provide ease of access between new and existing development and community 
facilities and open space. A range of densities are proposed, reflecting the need to 
deliver a high quality development, which follows landscape and townscape 
precedents from Beaconsfield. The SPD also promotes an integrated access road / 
future relief road, which would be designed to ensure the safety of walkers and 
cyclists. It also promotes a new access route from the Pyebush roundabout, which 
provides a more favourable solution by comparison to access off the A40 to the 
east, helping to deliver a future relief road with more limited infrastructure 
requirements, and avoiding impacts on ancient woodland. 

The implementation of the SPD will make a significant contribution to sustainable 
development. 
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The measures that are to be taken to monitor the significant effects of the 
implementation of the plan 

It will be important to monitor the significant effects of implementing the adopted 
SPD. This will enable a comparison to be made between the significant effects 
predicted by the Sustainability Appraisal, and the actual effects of implementing 
the development principles set out in the Core Strategy and SPD. This monitoring 
will be undertaken through the Council's established Annual Monitoring procedures. 
The monitoring indicator is set out in Appendix 11 of the Sustainability Appraisal. 
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