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Dear Ian,  
 
Mill Lane, Taplow – Ecological Assessment 

 
Thank you for providing comment to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping 

process for the above site.  To keep you informed, I have set out in this letter further detail regarding 

our approach to collation of baseline data and subsequent assessment.  Should you have comments, 

or wish to discuss any aspect of this letter please do not hesitate to get in touch otherwise I shall 

assume the approach is acceptable. 

Baseline Ecological Data 

As noted in the scoping report a suite of ecological surveys are underway at the Mill Lane site, these 

are detailed in Table 1 appended to this letter.  In the scoping report we note that invertebrate surveys, 

specific botanical survey and dormice surveys will not be repeated subject to consultation with South 

Buckinghamshire District Council (SBDC), justification for this approach is set out below. 

Dormouse Surveys 

Previous survey as referenced in the Mill Lane, Taplow Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
1
 

showed the likely absence of dormouse from suitable habitat on Site.  Natural barriers to dormouse 

movement are present to the east and west of the Site in the form of the River Thames and River 

Jubilee, and urban habitat to the south strongly reduces the probability of re-colonisation of the Site by 

this species.  It is considered highly unlikely that dormice are present on Site; therefore no further 

survey is proposed. 

Botanical Surveys 

Detailed botanical survey of woodland habitat and grassland habitat on Site was completed in 2007 

following National Vegetation Classification (NVC) methods
2
.  The surveys found the woodland parcel 

in the northern section of the Site (‘the northern tip’) to have a species poor ground flora, containing few 

indicators of established woodland.  The grassland central to the Site was recorded to be best 

classified as NVC community MG1 Arrhenatherum elatius grassland. 

There is no reason to believe that management of the woodland parcel between 2007 and 2014 has 

altered the conservation value of this habitat; during a recent walkover survey completed to broadly 

scope the protected species surveys proposed in 2014 the habitat was found to match the description 

collected in 2007 during the detailed botanical surveys and more recent extended Phase 1 habitat 

survey completed in 2013
3
.  A species list for woodland ground flora will be compiled in May 2014 to 

provide updated information to inform the EcIA.  Similarly, during survey work completed to date in 

2014 (reptile survey visits), the grassland parcel was observed to be dominated by species 

characteristic of the MG1 community type. 

The majority of the woodland area will be retained and protected in future redevelopment proposals, 

and there is scope for future management to increase biodiversity value. Additionally, large sections of 

the grassland parcel will be retained and enhanced for biodiversity.  For the above reasons, it is 

                                                   
1
 South Bucks District Council (2013).  Mill Lane Taplow, Supplementary Planning Document (Part of the South Bucks Local Plan) 

2
 WSPE (2007).  Taplow Mill. Grassland and Woodland Botanical Survey Report (produced on behalf of Watchword Ltd, October 2007). 

3
 BSG (2013).  Mill Lane, Taplow, Maidenhead.  Ecological Appraisal (October 2013). 
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considered that existing survey data is sufficient to inform redevelopment proposals and detailed 

botanical survey is not proposed. 

Invertebrate Survey 

Targeted surveys to establish the presence or likely absence of stag beetle Lucanus cervus were 

undertaken in July 2007 which indicated the likely absence of this species on Site, despite existing 

records nearby
4
.  Stag beetles rely upon undisturbed, large sections of deadwood in which larvae 

mature.  The proposed redevelopment offers good scope to retain suitable habitat for this species, and 

other related species (for example the lesser stag beetle Dorcus parallelipipedusi (a commoner 

species) within retained woodland habitat on Site.  Given that effects upon stag beetle may be avoided, 

if indeed present at low density but undetected during previous survey, no further survey is proposed. 

Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate Survey (Incl. River Mussels) 

As part of the baseline data review to inform the scheme, monitoring data was requested from the 

Environment Agency for both the River Thames and River Jubillee.  Data returned includes annual 

monitoring of the fish population within the River Thames, and aquatic invertebrate monitoring 

information.  The dataset provides an overview of aquatic faunal community present in this location, 

whilst data does not span the channels present on Site given the extensive main channel data, and an 

understanding of the habitat types present on site the likely community here may be inferred.  Repeat 

survey to confirm the fish and aquatic invertebrate communities present is not proposed.  The results of 

the river habitat survey proposed (see Table 1) will be used to quantify changes in bankside habitat 

proposed, and inform the assessment of potential effects upon the river system. 

The monitoring data is supplemented by site specific survey for river mussel species completed in 

2011
5
; this survey highlighted the presence of four mussel species but indicated the likely absence of 

the depressed river mussel (a Species of Principal Importance as listed in Section 41 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act, 2006).  The survey entailed a visual search of open 

channels present on Site, and netting survey to sample channel substrate, there is no reason to believe 

that this species would have colonised the channels present on Site between 2011 and 2014. 

The redevelopment will include infilling of culverted channels beneath existing built structures, but 

retention of open channel.  There is good scope for enhancement of retained channels to benefit 

biodiversity, for example through reducing overshading and re-naturalising sections of bankside 

(applicable to the retained channels on site and parts of the bankside adjacent to the main channels. 

 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
Hattie Spray  
Associate Ecologist  
WSP UK Ltd. 
 
DDI: +44 (0)12 5631 8617 
 
cc.  Mr Stephen Kyle, South Buckinghamshire District Council 
 Ms Caroline McHardy, Berkleys Homes Southern 
 Mr Yaser Ali, WSP UK Ltd. 

 
 
 

                                                   
4
 See description in BSG (2013).  Mill Lane, Taplow, Maidenhead.  Ecological Appraisal (October 2013). 

5
 ACD Ecology (2011).  Land at St. Regis Paper Mill, Taplow: Depressed River Mussel Survey Report (prepared for Barratt Homes, October 2011). 
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Table 1: Summary of Ecological Surveys Proposed / Underway in 2014 

Topic / Species Scope Programmed Status 

Amphibians Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Assessment (February 2014) 

■ To establish the suitability of the four water bodies located on or in close proximity to the Site, for great 
crested newt (GCN), each was visited to record key habitat variables known to correlate to the presence or 
likely absence of GCN 

■ Completed 
February 2014 

Presence/Absence (mid-March - May 2014) 

■ To confirm the presence or likely absence of great crested newt (GCN) from aquatic habitat (up to 6x water 
bodies); each water body will be surveyed on four occasions between mid-March and May, using a 
combination of methods, to search for amphibians or evidence of their presence (such as eggs).  The survey 
will be completed in line with good practice (English Nature, now Natural England, 2005). 

■ Underway; 2/4 
survey visits 
completed 

Birds Breeding Bird Survey (March-June 2014) 

■ To understand the assemblage of bird species which utilise habitat on site during the breeding season a 
survey will be completed March-July 2014 

■ The survey will comprise three visits to site to watch and listen for birds present, and signs of breeding 
behaviour.  Methods are based upon Common Bird Census techniques and, in combination with the 2007 
survey results enable a robust baseline assessment. 

■ Underway; 1/3 
survey visits 
completed 

Reptile Reptile Survey (March-June 2014) 

■ To establish the current presence or likely absence of reptile species and their distribution on Site a reptile 
survey will be completed in line with good practice. 

■ The survey will comprise the setting out of artificial refugia at approximately 10/ha and the subsequent 
checking of these refugia on at least 7x occasions to record reptiles present. 

■ Underway; 2/7 
survey visits 
completed 

Bats Bat Survey – Hibernation Survey (February 2014) 

■ Two buildings on Site have been assessed to have potential to support hibernating bats (B5 cellar, B6 loft), 
both of these buildings have been surveyed to establish whether bats roost in these locations over the winter 
period 

■ The survey comprised the deployment of automated bat detectors on two occasions to record the presence 
or absence of bat calls within the interior of the buildings (cellar and loft respectively).  On each occasion one 
detector was deployed in each building and left for a duration of 2x calendar weeks, on deployment a visual 
inspection of the building interior was also completed to search for bats or evidence indicating their 

■ Completed Feb-
Mar 2014 
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Topic / Species Scope Programmed Status 

presence.  

Bat Survey – Building Inspection (February 2014) 

■ Existing survey data (BSG, 2013) indicated that there are ten buildings with at least some potential to support 
roosting bats; the majority of these have been subject to a detailed external and internal building inspection 
to verify the level of potential for roosts to be present and search for evidence indicating current or historic 
use by bats.  Our approach followed good practice guidelines, and the survey results enable the scope for 
emergence survey to be refined. 

■ Majority 
completed Mar-
Apr 2014; specific 
building 
outstanding due 
to access 
constraints 

Bat Survey – Activity Survey (April-June 2014) 

■ Existing report indicates there are a range of habitats present on site which are of medium habitat quality for 
foraging and commuting bats, and that buildings and trees present on site have potential to support roosting 
bats.  To gather information regarding the level of bat activity on site and the species of bat present we are 
completing a bat activity survey. 

■ This comprises a walked manual transect survey each month April to June 2014.  The transect route is walked 
by an experienced ecologist either immediately after dusk or pre-dawn each month to record bat activity, on 
one occasion both a dusk and dawn survey will be completed within a 24hour period. 

■ In parallel we are deploying 4 automated detectors on site each month set to record for a minimum of 5 
consecutive nights; the collection the recordings will be analysed to provide a summary of activity (number of 
recordings) by species.  Where call parameters are very similar species will be grouped, for example Myotis 
species.  

■ Underway (April 
survey 
completed); May 
and June 
programmed 

Bat Survey – Emergence / Return Survey (May – August 2014) 

■ To confirm the presence or likely absence of bat roosts with reasonable confidence, the following survey is 
proposed: 

 High potential / confirmed roost buildings (B1, B5, B6, B8, B9 and B10) three survey visits to multiple 
points around the buildings; 

 Moderate potential buildings (B2 and B3) two survey visits to multiple points around the buildings; and 

 Low potential buildings (B4, B7 and B17) two survey visits to comprise one dusk and one dawn within the 
same 24hour period to multiple points around the buildings. 

■ Programmed to 
commence May 
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Topic / Species Scope Programmed Status 

Otter Otter Survey (May 2014) 

■ Otter are known to be present along the watercourse adjacent to the Site therefore survey will be completed 
to establish the suitability of the bankside habitat to support otter resting places (holts and lay-ups) and 
record evidence of activity 

■ A survey visit will be made to the water course to search for signs of otter following good practice methods 
(Chanin, 2003) – particular attention will be paid to crossing points where evidence such as spraints may be 
more prominent.  In addition, depending on the preliminary results automated camera traps may be used to 
capture information about otter activity (for example to establish whether a location with high potential to 
be used as a resting place is actually being used). 

■ Programmed 
May 2014 

River Corridor Survey River Corridor Survey (May 2014) 

■ In parallel to the otter survey, a river corridor survey will be completed to record information regarding the 
character of the bankside, aquatic vegetation type and suitability of habitat for riparian mammals.  Data will 
be collected in a format suitable to quantify the extent of semi-natural bankside habitat currently present, to 
enable a broad assessment of change resulting from proposed development. 

■ Programmed 
May 2014 

 


