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8.2 Consultation undertaken for noise assessment 

 

David Harbon 

From: David Harbon 

Sent: 11 August 2014 11:16 

To: 'Environment@southbucks.gov.uk' 

Subject: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-SBDC; Scope of Assessment; 11 08 14 [Filed 11 Aug 2014  

11:15] 

Attachments: Monitoring locations.jpg 

Importance: High 

 

Dear Sir or Madam,  

  

Ramboll UK Ltd has been commissioned to undertake a noise and vibration Environmental Statement 
assessment that is to be submitted as part of the planning application for a proposed development at Mill Lane, 
Taplow. I would be grateful for your thoughts on the proposed scope of the noise and vibration assessment, as 
detailed following.  

Due to short assessment timescales, your earliest response would be greatly appreciated.   

 The Site is located between the towns of Maidenhead and Taplow.  The site is directly north of the A4 Bath 
Road; forming a triangular shape that reaches a tip to the north by Ray Mill Island. The site has residential 
properties to the north, the Jubilee Relief River to the east, the A4 Bath Road and residential properties to the 
south, and the River Thames to the west.  

 The ES chapter will assess the effect of the Proposed Development on the existing noise climate and expected 
vibration conditions. In particular, it will consider the potential effects of noise and vibration on existing and 
proposed sensitive receptors during the construction and post-construction phases.  

 Proposed Methodology   

 1. Undertake a detailed review of relevant local and national noise policy and legislation.  

 2. Consultation with the South Buckinghamshire District Council (SBDC) Environmental Health Department.  

The assessment will be undertaken with due consideration given to the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and the Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE). However, Planning Policy Guidance 24 (PPG24) 
provides a methodology for the assessment of site suitability for residential development, although now 
superseded by the NPPF. Our previous experience demonstrates that Local Authorities welcome an 
assessment in accordance with PPG24 as an alternative quantitative method of assessment has not been 
adopted in the NPPF. I would be grateful if you could please confirm if this approach would be acceptable to 
SBDC.  

 3. Unattended baseline noise monitoring was undertaken at the Proposed Development site between Tuesday 
11 March 2014 and Tuesday 18 March 2014 at three locations to obtain the spatial variation in noise levels 
across the site (locations noted with LT on the attachment). Further attended monitoring was undertaken at 7 
locations on Tuesday 18 March 2014 (locations noted with ST on the attachment). Vibration baseline 
monitoring has not been undertaken nor is it proposed, and no significant sources of vibration have been 
identified across the Proposed Development site.  

 4. The assessment of noise and vibration effects arising during the construction phase of the Proposed 
Development will be undertaken in accordance with the methodology outlined in BS 5228-1:2009+A1:2014 
Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites (Part 1: Noise). Please could 
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you confirm if SBDC have a Code of Construction Practice? If not, please could you confirm typical construction 
working hours?  With reference to the attached, the daytime average LAeq,T at LT1, LT2 and LT3 as measured 
during the baseline surveys was 52 dB LAeq,T, 54 dB LAeq,T and 63 dB LAeq,T respectively. In accordance with the 
ABC method of BS5228, the following construction noise thresholds are proposed. The likely impacts from 
construction noise will be assessed against the threshold levels.  

  

A care home is proposed to be located next to the A4 Bath Road, along with some other residential 
development. In this location a daytime construction noise threshold of 70 dB LAeq,T is proposed. For the 
remainder of the site, a construction noise threshold of 65 dB LAeq,T is proposed. The higher threshold level to 
the south of the site is proposed due to elevated ambient noise levels from road traffic noise. I would be grateful 
for your agreement to these threshold levels.  

 5. A qualitative assessment of vibration levels on site will be provided. No major sources of vibration are 
expected to impact the development site.  

 6. Noise modelling will be undertaken using CADNA software which uses 3D modelling to predict the noise 
impacts on the development and also at the nearest sensitive receptors.  

7. Noise from road traffic generated by the Proposed Development during the operational phase of the 
development will be predicted using the methodology contained in the Department of Transport and Welsh 
Office memorandum Calculation of Road Traffic Noise (CRTN). The significance of predicted noise changes 
will be determined using relevant guidance, such as that contained in The Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB) Section 3, Part 7 of Volume 11 (HD 213/11 Noise and Vibration).   

 8. Noise from fixed plant associated with the Proposed Development will be assessed in accordance with BS 
4142: 1997 Method for rating industrial noise affecting mixed residential and industrial areas. Please could you 
confirm a rating level (LAr dB) to which noise emissions should be designed, e.g. 0dB above background noise 
level?  

 9. The suitability of the Site for residential development will be assessed in accordance with BS 8233:1999 and 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) Guidelines, and mitigation measures will be designed (if necessary) to 
reduce noise levels to acceptable levels for internal and external residential amenity. Recommendations for the 
design of building envelopes will be provided.  

 10. An assessment of the cumulative impacts of neighbouring schemes will be considered, and residual effects 
will be provided.  

 

The ES chapter will contain the results of all consultation, baseline noise survey measurements, operational 
and construction noise predictions, noise emission contour plots, operational and construction noise and 
vibration assessments, proposed mitigation measures and a summary of the significance of residual effects.  

  

I would be grateful if you could advise if you foresee any issues with the proposals and work undertaken 
outlined above.  If you have any queries or comments on the above, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank 
you for your time. I hope to hear from you shortly.  

 

Kind regards  

David Harbon  

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration   

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk 
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From: Stuart Maxwell <Stuart.Maxwell@SouthBucks.gov.uk> 

Sent: 18 August 2014 15:58 

To: David Harbon 

Subject: Mill Lane Taplow 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Completed 

 

Dear David,  

  

Apologies for not replying sooner to your email.  Unfortunately, not only is it our busy season, but to answer 
your enquiry fully would take a degree of specialist acoustic knowledge which I simply don’t have.  

 

Perhaps I could give you some general principles which might be helpful to you.  

 

Obviously, we will be far less concerned about construction noise, than the permanent noise sources which will 
affect occupants of the new properties.  As far as construction goes, we are mostly looking for ‘best practical 
means.’  If we are given an assurance that a particular technique or piece of equipment is the quietest, we tend 
to accept that, unless you are looking for a Section 61, in which case we might go into more detail.  We expect 
noisy works to be carried out only after 7.30 am and before 7.00pm Monday to Friday, and between 8.00 and 
13.00 on a Saturday.  

  

If we do get complaints, which I think is quite likely on this site, we will apply the principles of COPA and 
or/statutory nuisance where appropriate.  We would usually expect the total of all construction noise sources on 
site not to exceed more than 5dB above background.  

  

We would be quite happy to see an assessment using PPG24 methodology.  

  

Please feel free to call for a chat on the number below – just don’t ask me anything too technical!  

  

Regards  

  

  

Dr Stuart Maxwell  

Senior Scientific Officer  

Environmental Health   

South Bucks District Council  

Tel 01895 837326   
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From: David Harbon 

Sent: 18 August 2014 17:07 

To: Stuart Maxwell 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane Taplow 

 

Dear Stuart,  

  

Thank you for your email.  

  

Your comments will be taken into consideration for our assessment. For your information I have contacted the 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Council as the site borders with their boundary, and the 
assessment with aim to incorporate their comments also.  

  

Kind regards  

David Harbon  

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration  

  

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk 
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From: David Harbon 

Sent: 20 August 2014 11:52 

To: 'Stuart Maxwell' 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane Taplow [Filed 20 Aug 2014 11:52] 

 

Dear Stuart,  

  

Further to my email of 18 August, based upon the daytime average LAeq,T at LT1, LT2 and LT3 as measured 
during the baseline surveys of 52 dB LAeq,T, 54 dB LAeq,T and 63 dB LAeq,T respectively, we would expect setting a 
construction noise threshold of 5 dB above background would not be appropriate; particularly at parts of the site 
within the vicinity to LT1 and LT2 (north of site and middle of site) where noise levels are typically lower due to 
greater distance from road traffic noise sources.  

  

This is because we would be setting construction noise threshold levels in the region of 57-59 dB(A) which 
would be considered to be low and would not be in accordance with best practice, as detailed in BS 
52281:2009+A1:2014 Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites.   

  

Ramboll shall therefore consider the construction noise threshold to be 65 dB LAeq,T which in accordance with 
BS5228, is the lowest recommended construction noise threshold for daytime periods. This level will also be 
adopted where ambient noise levels are typically higher, i.e. south of the site near to the A4 Bath Road for 
consistency.  

  

I trust that you find this methodology satisfactory.  

  

Please let me know if you have any queries on the above.  

  

Thank you for your time.  

  

Kind regards   

David Harbon  

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration  

 

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk   
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From: David Harbon 

Sent: 18 August 2014 16:56 

To: Feliciano.Cirimele@RBWM.gov.uk 

Subject: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-FC; Noise Assessment Consultation; 18 08 14 

Importance: High 

 

Dear Feliciano,  

  

I have been provided with your contact details by Kathryn Woolley of Ramboll UK Ltd. Kathryn has informed me 
that you were able to assist with a consultation query regarding the scope of an air quality assessment for the 
proposed development at Mill Lane, Taplow (in an email dated 26 March 2014).  

  

Ramboll are also currently undertaking a noise assessment for the Mill Lane development and I was wondering 
whether you would be able to assist with a few queries that I have regarding the assessment scope. If not, 
please could you provide me with the contact details of a colleague that would be able to assist?  

  

Your earliest response would be greatly appreciated due to short assessment timescales.  

  

Thank you for your time and I hope to hear from you shortly.  

  

Kind regards  

David Harbon  

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration  

  

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk  
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From: Feliciano Cirimele <Feliciano.Cirimele@RBWM.gov.uk> 

Sent: 19 August 2014 13:03 

To: David Harbon 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-FC; Noise Assessment Consultation; 18 08 14 

 

Dear David  

  

The area officer is on leave until the 3
rd

 Sept, in the meantime I happy to take any initial query and respond 
where I can.  

  

Regards  

Feliciano Cirimele  

EPO 
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From: David Harbon 

Sent: 19 August 2014 13:48 

To: 'Feliciano Cirimele' 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-FC; Noise Assessment Consultation; 19 08 14 [Filed 19  

Aug 2014 13:48] 

Attachments: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-SBDC; Scope of Assessment; 11 08 14 [Filed 11 Aug 2014  

11:15] 

Importance: High 

 

Feliciano,  

  

Thank you for your email and kind offer of assistance.  

  

The attached email was sent to South Buckinghamshire District Council to detail our scope of assessment. If 
you could please provide your comments on this I would be very grateful. I would be particularly keen to obtain 
your thoughts on item 8.  

  

Your earliest response would be greatly appreciated.  

  

Kind regards   

 

David Harbon   

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration  

  

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk  
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From: David Harbon 

Sent: 21 August 2014 10:10 

To: Feliciano.Cirimele@RBWM.gov.uk 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-FC; Noise Assessment Consultation; 21 08 14 [Filed 21  

Aug 2014 10:10] 

Attachments: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-SBDC; Scope of Assessment; 11 08 14 [Filed 11 Aug 2014  

11:15] 

Importance: High 

 

Feliciano,  

  

Sorry to chase you but I was wondering if you could please advise of any thoughts that you have regarding the 
scope of assessment for Mill Lane, Taplow.  

  

I would be keen to learn if RBWM have a typical rating noise level for plant noise emissions, e.g. 5dB below 
prevailing background.  

  

Thank you very much for your time.  

  

Kind regards  

  

David Harbon  

BSc (Hons) MSc MIOA  

Consultant  

Acoustics, Noise and Vibration  

  

D +44 (0)121 230 1650  

david.harbon@ramboll.co.uk   
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From: Feliciano Cirimele <Feliciano.Cirimele@RBWM.gov.uk> 

Sent: 21 August 2014 12:41 

To: David Harbon 

Cc: Aldona Rahman 

Subject: RE: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-FC; Noise Assessment Consultation; 21 08 14 

Attachments: Mill Lane, Taplow; DH-SBDC; Scope of Assessment; 11 08 14 [Filed 11 Aug 2014  

11:15] 

 

David  

  

Normally we use the following, however in some circumstances a  5dB below prevailing background is also 
accepted  

  

The rating level of the noise emitted from the site shall be lower than the existing background level (to be 
measured over the period of operation of the proposed plant and equipment and over a minimum reference 
time interval of 1 hour in the daytime and 5 minutes at night) by at least 10dB(A). The noise levels shall be 
determined 1m from the nearest noise-sensitive premises The measurement and assessment shall be made in 
accordance with BS 4142: 1997 ‘Method for rating industrial noise affecting mixed residential and industrial 
area’  

  

Regards  

Feliciano Cirimele  

EPO 

 

 

  

  

 


