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The Water Framework Directive 
(2000) 

 

WFD 2000 

(15.3) 

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) came into force in December 2000 and 
established a new integrated approach to the protection, improvement and sustainable use of 
Europe’s rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal waters and groundwater.  

The WFD introduced a holistic approach to water management.  In particular it aimed to help 
deal with diffuse pollution which remains a major issue, especially following tighter controls 
being exercised on the most significant point source discharges.  The WFD rationalised and 
updated the current water legislation and replaced a number of existing European directives. 

The WFD introduced two key changes to the way the water environment must be managed 
across the European Community as follows: 

i The first change related to the types of environmental objectives that must be delivered; 
and   

ii The second change related to the introduction of a river basin management planning 
system. This system is the key mechanism for ensuring the integrated management of 
groundwater, rivers, canals, lakes, reservoirs, estuaries and other brackish waters, 
coastal waters and the water needs of terrestrial ecosystems that depend on 
groundwater, such as wetlands. 

 

The  Waste Framework Directive 
2008 

2008/98/EC 

EU WFD 2008 

(Ref 15.18) 

The Waste Framework Directive provides the legislative framework for the collection, 
transport, recovery and disposal of waste, and includes a common definition of waste. The 
directive requires all member states to take the necessary measures to ensure waste is 
recovered or disposed of without endangering human health or causing harm to the 
environment and includes permitting, registration and inspection requirements.  

Within the regulation the waste hierarchy is to ensure that waste is dealt with in the priority 
order of:  

i. Prevention, 

ii. Preparing for re-use, 

iii. Recycling, 

iv. Other recovery (For instance energy recovery), and  

v. Disposal. 

 

The Groundwater Directive 2006 

 

GD 2006 

(Ref 15.19) 

The Groundwater Directive is designed to prevent groundwater pollution.  The provisions in 
this Directive include: 

i. Criteria for assessing the chemical status of groundwater;  

ii. Criteria for identifying significant and sustained upward trends in groundwater pollution 
levels, and for defining starting points for reversing these trends; and 

iii. Preventing and limiting indirect discharges (after percolation through soil or subsoil) of 
pollutants into groundwater.   

 

The Environmental Protection Act 
(1990) 

 

EPA 1990 

(Ref 15.1) 

Environmental risks are assessed in accordance with Contaminated Land (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2012, Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, and 
Environmental Protection Act 1990: Part 2A Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance, DEFRA 
2012. Part IIA provides a statutory definition of contaminated land. To fall within this definition 
it is necessary that, as a result of the condition of the land, substances may be present on or 
under the land such that: 

(a) Significant harm is being caused or there is a significant possibility of such harm being 
caused; or 

(b) Significant pollution of controlled waters is being caused, or there is a significant 
possibility of such pollution being caused.  

Risk from contamination is assessed by consideration of possible linkages between 
contaminant sources and potential receptors which could be harmed or polluted and the 
potential pathways between them. For a risk of pollution or environmental harm to occur as a 
result of ground contamination, all of the following elements must be present: 

 A source - a substance that is capable of causing pollution or harm; 

 A receptor - something which could be adversely affected by the contaminant; and 

 A pathway - a route by which the contaminant can reach the receptor. 

If one of these elements is absent there can be no significant risk. If all are present then the 
magnitude of the risk is a function of the magnitude and mobility of the source, the sensitivity 
of the receptor and the nature of the migration pathway. 

 

Water Resources Act (1991) 

This legislation is in relation to water pollution, resource management, flood defence, 
fisheries and in some areas, navigation.  Under Section 85 of the WRA, it is an offence to 
cause or knowingly permit any poisonous, noxious or polluting matter to enter into Controlled 
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WRA 1991 

(Ref 15.5) 

Waters, which include groundwater and surface waters 

 

Town and Country Planning Act 
(1990) 

 

TCA 1990 

(Ref 15.16) 

Under the Town and Country Planning Act a development plan is produced by the local 
planning authority and has two parts: the structure plan drawn up by the County Council and 
a local plan drawn up by the District Council or equivalents.   

The Structure Plan:  

i. States the policies and general proposals for the development and other use of land in 
its area; 

ii. Takes account of the policies at national and regional level insofar as they affect the 
physical and environmental planning of its area; and 

iii. Provides the framework for local plans. 

The Local Plan:  

i. Develops the policies and general proposals of the structure plan and relates them to a 
precise area of land; 

ii. Provides a detailed basis for development control; and  

iii. Brings local planning issues before the public. 

 

Hazardous Waste Regulations 

HWR 

(Ref 15.20) 

Hazardous waste is essentially waste that contains hazardous properties which if 
mismanaged has the potential to cause great harm to the environment and human health. As 
a result controls have been put into place in terms of waste movement, management and the 
recovery or disposal of such material. 

 

Construction Design and 
Management Regulations 2007 

CDM 2007 

(Ref 15.21) 

The CDM regulations place legal obligations on everyone involved in construction work, with 
legal duties placed upon ‘dutyholders’.  The regulations include for the management of health 
and safety risks relating to the construction works. 

 

UK Health and Safety Legislation 

UK H&S 

(Ref 15.22)  

There are numerous guidance documents which relate to legislation of health and safety 
within the UK in addition to CDM regulations. 

 

Environmental Damage Regulations 

EDR 2009 

(Ref 15.4) 

The EDR aim to prevent and remedy damage to land, water and biodiversity. They reinforce 
the ‘polluter pays’ principle by making businesses financially liable for threats of damage or 
actual damage. The regulations place a requirement upon those responsible for mitigating 
environmental damage, and set out actions which need to be taken if environmental damage 
occurs. 

The Building Act (1984)  

BA 1984 

(Ref 15.6) 

National regulatory controls applied to protect substructures against the soil environment are 
contained in the Building Act 1984 supported by the Buildings Regulation 2000 and their 
Approved Documents, particularly Document C1; Site Preparation and Resistance to 
contaminants. 

Amongst other requirements, it stipulates that the ground to be covered by a building shall be 
reasonably free from material that might damage the building or affect its stability. It also 
stipulates that reasonable precautions should be taken to avoid danger to health and safety 
caused by contaminants on or in the ground covered or to be covered by the building and 
associated land. 

 


