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Appendix G: Plan, Policy and Programme Review	

Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
Biodiversity, flora and fauna 

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan 
to Improve the Environment 
(2018) 

The document sets out government action to help achieve natural world regain and retain good 
health. 
The main goals of the Plan are to achieve: 
• Clean air; 
• Clean and plentiful water; 
• Thriving plants and wildlife; 
• A reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards such as flooding and drought; 
• Using resources from nature more sustainably and efficiently; and 
• Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment. 

EC Seventh Environmental Action 
Programme 2013-2020 (2013) 

The main concern of the EEB was the need to describe in an un-ambivalent manner the 
environmental challenges the EU is faced with, including accelerating climate change, deterioration 
of our eco-systems and increasing overuse of natural resources. 

Our life insurance, our natural 
capital: an EU biodiversity 
strategy to 2020 (2011) 

The EU biodiversity strategy follows on from the EU Biodiversity Action Plan (2006).  It aims to halt 
the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services across the EU by 2020. The strategy contains six 
targets and 20 actions. The six targets cover:  
• Full implementation of EU nature legislation to protect biodiversity;  
• Better protection for ecosystems, and more use of green infrastructure;  
• More sustainable agriculture and forestry;  
• Better management of fish stocks;  
• Tighter controls on invasive alien species; and 
• A bigger EU contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.  

Becky Gregory
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
The Pan-European Biological and 
Landscape Diversity Strategy 
(1995) 

The strategy aims to stop and reverse the degradation of biological and landscape diversity values in 
Europe.  

UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (1992) 

The aims of the Convention include the conservation of biological diversity (including a commitment 
to significantly reduce the current rate of biodiversity loss), the sustainable use of its components 
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. 

Bern Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife 
and Natural Habitats (1979) 

The Convention seeks to conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats, and to monitor and 
control endangered and vulnerable species. 

Directive on the Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of Wild 
Fauna and Flora 1992 (the 
Habitats Directive) 

The main aim of the Habitats Directive is to promote the maintenance of biodiversity by requiring 
Member States to take measures to maintain or restore natural habitats and wild species listed on the 
Annexes to the Directive at a favourable conservation status, introducing robust protection for those 
habitats and species of European importance.  In applying these measures Member States are 
required to take account of economic, social and cultural requirements, as well as regional and local 
characteristics. 
The provisions of the Directive require Member States to introduce a range of measures, including: 

• Maintain or restore European protected habitats and species listed in the Annexes at a 
favourable conservation status as defined in Articles 1 and 2; 

• Contribute to a coherent European ecological network of protected sites by designating 
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for habitats listed on Annex I and for species listed on 
Annex II.  These measures are also to be applied to Special Protection Areas (SPAs) classified 
under Article 4 of the Birds Directive. Together SACs and SPAs make up the Natura 2000 
network (Article 3); 

• Ensure conservation measures are in place to appropriately manage SACs and ensure 
appropriate assessment of plans and projects likely to have a significant effect on the 
integrity of an SAC.  Projects may still be permitted if there are no alternatives, and there are 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
imperative reasons of overriding public interest.  In such cases compensatory measures are 
necessary to ensure the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 network (Article 6); 

• Member States shall also endeavour to encourage the management of features of the 
landscape that support the Natura 2000 network (Articles 3 and 10); 

• Undertake surveillance of habitats and species (Article 11); 
• Ensure strict protection of species listed on Annex IV (Article 12 for animals and Article 13 for 

plants); and 
• Report on the implementation of the Directive every six years (Article 17), including 

assessment of the conservation status of species and habitats listed on the Annexes to the 
Directive. 

Directive on the Conservation of 
Wild Birds 2009 (the Birds 
Directive) 

The Birds Directive requires Member States to take measures to preserve a sufficient diversity of 
habitats for all species of wild birds and that special measures are taken to conserve the habitat of 
certain particularly rare species and of migratory birds.  
The provisions of the Directive require Member States to introduce a range of measures, including: 

• Contribute to a coherent European ecological network of protected sites by designating 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) classified under Article 4 of the Birds Directive.  These 
measures are also to be applied to Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for habitats listed on 
Annex I and for species listed on Annex II.  Together SACs and SPAs make up the Natura 
2000 network. 

The Convention on Wetlands 
(Ramsar Convention)  

The Ramsar Convention is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national 
action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their 
resources.  This includes the designated of wetlands of international importance as Ramsar sites, 
which also contribute to the Natura 2000 network. 

The Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010 
(Habitats regulations) 

This transposes into national law the Habitats Directive and also consolidates all amendments that 
have been made to the previous 1994 Regulations.  This means that competent authorities have a 
general duty in the exercise of any of their functions to have regard to the Directive.  
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 

The Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000 

The Act provides for public access on foot to certain types of land, amends the law relating to public 
rights of way, increases measures for the management and protection for Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and strengthens wildlife enforcement legislation, and provides for better management 
of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

The Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 

The Act makes provision in respect of biodiversity, pesticides harmful to wildlife and the protection 
of birds, and in respect of invasive non-native species. It alters enforcement powers in connection 
with wildlife protection and extends time limits for prosecuting certain wildlife offences. It addresses 
a small number of gaps and uncertainties which have been identified in relation to the law on sites of 
special scientific interest. And it amends the functions and constitution of National Park authorities, 
the functions of the Broads Authority and the law on rights of way. 

DEFRA Wildlife and Countryside 
Act (1981, as amended) 

The principle mechanism for the legislative protection of wildlife in Great Britain. 

DEFRA. Biodiversity 2020: A 
strategy for England’s wildlife and 
ecosystem services (2011) 

The England biodiversity strategy 2020 ties in with the EU biodiversity strategy in addition to 
drawing links to the concept of ecosystem services. The strategy’s vision for England is; 
“By 2050 our land and seas will be rich in wildlife, our biodiversity will be valued, conserved, restored, 
managed sustainably and be more resilient and able to adapt to change, providing essential services 
and delivering benefits for everyone”. 
The Strategies overall mission is to “to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning 
ecosystems and establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for 
the benefit of wildlife and people”. 

DoE Biodiversity: The UK Action 
Plan (1994) 

Government’s strategy for protection and enhancement of biodiversity, from 1992 convention on 
Biodiversity commitments.  Advises on opportunities and threats for biodiversity. 

TCPA: Biodiversity by Design: A 
Guide for Sustainable 
Communities (2004) 

The development process should consider ecological potential of all areas including both greenfield 
and brownfield sites. Local authorities and developers have a responsibility to mitigate impacts of 
development on designated sites and priority habitats and species and avoid damage to ecosystems. 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2019) 

The recently released NPPF seeks to streamline the planning system and sets out the Governments 
planning policies and how these should be applied.  At the heart of the NPPF is presumption in 
favour of sustainable development. 
The NPPF includes guidance on promoting the conservation and enhancement of the natural 
environment.  It requires the planning system to contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by: 

• protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils; 
• recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 
• minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, 

contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, 
including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and 
future pressures; 

• preventing both new and existing development from contributing to or being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of soil, air, water 
or noise pollution or land instability; and 

• remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, 
where appropriate. 

Natural England: Securing 
Biodiversity: A New Framework 
for Delivering Priority Species and 
Habitats in England 

The guide sets out a framework which has been developed to enhance the recovery of priority 
habitats and species in England (published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006). 
The Strategy seeks to: 

• encourage the adoption of an ecosystem approach and better embed climate change 
adaptation principles in conservation action; 

• achieve biodiversity enhancements across whole landscapes and seascapes; 
• achieve our priority habitat targets through greater collective emphasis on habitat restoration 

and expansion; 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
• enhance the recovery of priority species by better integrating their needs into habitat-based 

work where possible, and through targeted species recovery work where necessary; 
• support the restoration of designated sites, including by enhancing the wider countryside in 

which they sit; 
• support the conservation of marine biodiversity, inside and outside of designated sites; 
• establish and implement a delivery programme, with agreed accountabilities, for priority 

species and habitats in England; 
• improve the integration of national, regional and local levels of delivery; and 
• improve the links between relevant policy-makers and biodiversity practitioners; strengthen 

biodiversity partnerships by clarifying roles at England, regional and local levels. 

Making Space for Nature: a review 
of England’s wildlife sites and 
ecological network (2010) 

The Making Space for Nature report, which investigated the resilience of England’s ecological 
network to multiple pressures, concluded that England’s wildlife sites do not comprise of a coherent 
and resilient ecological network.  The report advocates the need for a step change in conservation of 
England’s wildlife sites to ensure they are able to adapt and become part of a strong and resilient 
network.  The report summarises what needs to be done to improve England’s wildlife sites to 
enhance the resilience and coherence of England’s ecological network in four words; more, bigger, 
better, and joined.  There are five key approaches which encompass these, which also consider of the 
land around the ecological network:  

• Improve the quality of current sites by better habitat management; 
• Increase the size of current wildlife sites; 
• Enhance connections between, or join up, sites, either through physical corridors, or through 

‘stepping stones’; 
• Create new sites; and 
• Reduce the pressures on wildlife by improving the wider environment, including through 

buffering wildlife sites. 
To establish a coherent ecological network 24 wide ranging recommendations have been made 
which are united under five key themes:  
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
• There is a need to continue the recent progress in improving the management and condition 

of wildlife sites, particularly our SSSIs.  We also make recommendations for how these should 
be designated and managed in ways that enhance their resilience to climate change.   

• There is a need to properly plan ecological networks, including restoration areas.  Restoration 
needs to take place throughout England.  However, in some areas, both the scale of what can 
be delivered to enhance the network, and the ensuing benefits for wildlife and people, will be 
very high.  These large areas should be formally recognised as Ecological Restoration Zones.   

• There are a large number of surviving patches of important wildlife habitat scattered across 
England outside of SSSIs, for example in Local Wildlife Sites.  We need to take steps to 
improve the protection and management of these remaining wildlife habitats.  ‘Protection’ will 
usually be best achieved through incentive-based mechanisms, but at times may require 
designation.   

• There is a need to become better at deriving multiple benefits from the ways we use and 
interact with our environment.  There are many things that society has to do that may seem 
to have rather little to do with nature conservation, but could have, or even should have if we 
embrace more radical thinking; flood management by creating wetlands is an obvious 
example.  We need to exploit these ‘win-win’ opportunities to the full.  Being better at valuing 
a wider range of ecosystem services would help this process.   

It will not be possible to achieve a step-change in nature conservation in England without society 
accepting it to be necessary, desirable, and achievable.  This will require strong leadership from 
government and significant improvements in collaboration between local authorities, local 
communities, statutory agencies, the voluntary and private sectors, farmers, landowners and other 
land-managers and individual citizens  

DEFRA England's Trees, Woods 
and Forests Strategy (2007) 

The England’s Trees, Woods, and Forest Strategy (2007) aims to: 
(i) provide, in England, a resource of trees, woods and forests in places where they can 

contribute most in terms of environmental, economic and social benefits now and for future 
generations; 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
(ii) ensure that existing and newly planted trees, woods and forests are resilient to the impacts of 

climate change and also contribute to the way in which biodiversity and natural resources 
adjust to a changing climate; 

(iii) protect and enhance the environmental resources of water, soil, air, biodiversity and 
landscapes (both woodland and non-woodland), and the cultural and amenity values of trees 
and woodland; 

(iv) increase the contribution that trees, woods and forests make to the quality of life for those 
living in, working in or visiting England; and 

(v) improve the competitiveness of woodland businesses and promote the development of new 
or improved markets for sustainable woodland products and ecosystem services where this 
will deliver identify able public benefits, nationally or locally, including the reduction of carbon 
emissions. 

The Natural Choice: Securing the 
Value of Nature.  The Natural 
Environment White Paper. (HM 
Government 2011) 

Published in June 2011, the Natural Environment White paper sets out the Government’s plans to 
ensure the natural environment is protected and fully integrated into society and economic growth.  
The White Paper sets out four key aims: 

• Protecting and improving our natural environment 
There is a need to improve the quality of our natural environment across England, moving to a 
net gain in the value of nature. It aims to arrest the decline in habitats and species and the 
degradation of landscapes. It will protect priority habitats and safeguard vulnerable non-
renewable resources for future generations. It will support natural systems to function more 
effectively in town, in the country and at sea. It will achieve this through joined-up action at local 
and national levels to create an ecological network which is resilient to changing pressures.  
• Growing a green economy 
The ambition is for a green and growing economy which not only uses natural capital in a 
responsible and fair way but also contributes to improving it. It will properly value the stocks and 
flows of natural capital. Growth will be green because it is intrinsically linked to the health of the 
country’s natural resources. The economy will capture the value of nature. It will encourage 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
businesses to use natural capital sustainably, protecting and improving it through their day-to-
day operations and the management of their supply chains. 
• Reconnecting people and nature 
The ambition is to strengthen the connections between people and nature. It wants more people 
to enjoy the benefits of nature by giving them freedom to connect with it. Everyone should have 
fair access to a good-quality natural environment. It wants to see every child in England given 
the opportunity to experience and learn about the natural environment. It wants to help people 
take more responsibility for their environment, putting local communities in control and making 
it easier for people to take positive action. 
• International and EU leadership 

      The global ambitions are:  
- internationally, to achieve environmentally and socially sustainable economic growth, 

together with food, water, climate and energy security; and 
- to put the EU on a path towards environmentally sustainable, low-carbon and resource-

efficient growth, which is resilient to climate change, provides jobs and supports the 
wellbeing of citizens. 

UK National Ecosystem 
Assessment (2011) 

The UK National Ecosystem Assessment is the first analysis of the UK’s natural environment and the 
benefits it provides to society and economic prosperity. The assessment leads on from the 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005) and analyses services provided by ecosystem set against 
eight broad habitat types.  The ecosystem services provided by these habitat types have been 
assessed to find their overall condition.  The assessment sought to answer ten key questions:  

• What are the status and trends of the UK’s ecosystems and the services they provide to 
society? 

• What are the drivers causing changes in the UK’s ecosystems and their services? 
• How do ecosystem services affect human well-being, who and where are the beneficiaries, 

and how does this affect how they are valued and managed? 
• Which vital UK provisioning services are not provided by UK ecosystems? 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
• What is the current public understanding of ecosystem services and the benefits they 

provide? 
• Why should we incorporate the economic values of ecosystem services into decision-making? 
• How might ecosystems and their services change in the UK under plausible future scenarios? 
• What are the economic implications of different plausible futures? 
• How can we secure and improve the continued delivery of ecosystem services? 
• How have we advanced our understanding of the influence of ecosystem services on human 

well-being and what are the knowledge constraints on more informed decision making? 

DEFRA Guidance for Local 
Authorities on Implementing 
Biodiversity Duty (2007) 

The Duty is set out in Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 
2006, and states that: “Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as 
is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”.  
Particular areas of focus include: Policy, Strategy and Procurement; Management of Public Land and 
Buildings; Planning, Infrastructure and Development; and Education, Advice and Awareness. 

CABE Making Contracts Work for 
Wildlife: How to Encourage 
Biodiversity in Urban Parks 
(2006) 

Advises on how to make the most of the potential for biodiversity in urban parks and it shows how 
the commitment of individuals and employers can make the difference between failure and inspiring 
success. 

Forestry and Woodlands 
Framework Steering Group 
(2004) Seeing the Wood for the 
Trees: A forestry and woodlands 
framework for South East 
England 

This document outlines what woods can do for the region and what the region must do for its woods 
in order to protect and enhance them. 
The framework aims to realise the vision of “woods making an increasing contribution to the 
sustainable development of the South East region, in both rural and urban areas” by inspiring and 
informing those involved in planning and development as well as those involved in forest 
management. 

South East England Biodiversity 
Forum (2009) South East 
Biodiversity Strategy 

Provides a basis for creation of policies and actions to protect and enhance biodiversity in the region 
by setting out the best way forward and setting out a framework for sustainable development and 
environmental protection. 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
Our Environment: 
Buckinghamshire and Milton 
Keynes: State of the Environment 
Report (2016) 

The objectives of this report are to: 
• provide information for future tracking and monitoring; 
• provide a strategic overview to guide where to focus biodiversity efforts; and 
• raise awareness, in particular, of the status and value of the environment, the importance of 

the environment for society and individuals, in term of mental and physical health, and the 
local economy. 

Buckinghamshire and Milton 
Keynes Biodiversity Action Plan 
(2009) 

The UK’s Action Plan was published in January 1994, with the expectation that regional and local 
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) would be produced. The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
Biodiversity Action Plan picks up this local requirement. It describes how the wildlife of Bucks & 
Milton Keynes is going to be enhanced and protected over a ten year period (2000-2010). 
The BAP is divided into sections called Habitat Action Plans - each one details a specific habitat that 
is found in the county. Each Habitat Action Plan contains Targets which are designed to contribute 
towards Targets in the UK Biodiversity Plan. 
These Targets fall into 4 broad categories 

1) Maintaining Extent. 
2) Achieving Condition. 
3) Restoration of degraded habitat. 
4) Creation of new habitat. 

The Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Biodiversity Partnership also identifies a number of 
Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (23 across Buckinghamshire). These areas are identified due to their 
nature conservation importance and are areas of opportunity for enhancement, expansion and 
buffering. The 23 areas are included in the South East Biodiversity Strategy. 

Vision and Principles for the 
Improvement of Green 
infrastructure in Buckinghamshire 
and Milton Keynes (2016) 

This document sets out the principles and priorities that the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
Natural Environment Partnership (NEP) Green Infrastructure and Health Group collectively agrees 
should be adhered to when creating and improving green infrastructure provision in 
Buckinghamshire, including Milton Keynes.  
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
Footprint Ecology: Burnham 
Beeches Visitor Survey (2014) 

This report describes a visitor survey undertaken in 2013 at Burnham Beeches National Nature 
Reserve. The survey was commissioned to understand where people who visit Burnham Beeches live; 
to understand more about visitors’ behaviour and where people go on the site when they visit and to 
gather views on potential future management at the site relating to dogs and the implementation of 
dog control orders. 

Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Management Plan 
2014 - 2019 

The Management Plan sets out the following broad aims for biodiversity: 
• Conserve and enhance the wildlife value of all habitats; 
• Enhance ecological networks so that they are bigger, better, more resilient, joined up and 

dynamic; 
• Ensure that the wider benefits of the natural environment are understood and recognised; 

and 
• Encourage more people to develop a greater understanding of and involvement in wildlife 

conservation. 
Population and human health 
EC Together for Health: A 
Strategic Approach for the EU 
2008-2013 (2007) 

Building on current work, this Strategy aims to provide an overarching strategic framework spanning 
core issues in health as well as health in all policies and global health issues. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2018) 

The recently released NPPF seeks to streamline the planning system and sets out the Governments 
planning policies and how these should be applied.  At the heart of the NPPF is presumption in 
favour of sustainable development. 
The NPPF includes guidance on promoting healthy communities.   
The NPPF requires Local Planning authorities to aim to achieve places which: 

• promote social interaction, including opportunities for meetings between people who might 
not otherwise come into contact with each other – for example through mixed-use 
developments, strong neighbourhood centres, street layouts that allow for easy pedestrian 
and cycle connections within and between neighbourhoods, and active street frontages;  
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
• are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine 

the quality of life or community cohesion – for example through the use of clear and legible 
pedestrian routes, and high-quality public space, which encourage the active and continual 
use of public areas; and  

• enable and support healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address identified local 
health and well-being needs – for example through the provision of safe and accessible green 
infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access to healthier food, allotments and layouts 
that encourage walking and cycling.  

In order to deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community needs, 
planning policies and decisions should: 

• plan positively for the provision and use of shared space, community facilities (such as local 
shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship) 
and other local services to enhance the sustainability of communities and residential 
environments; 

• guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, particularly where this 
would reduce the community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs; 

• ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and modernise in a 
way that is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the community; and  

• ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing, economic uses and 
community facilities and services. 

DCMS: Playing to win: a new era 
for sport. (2008) 

The Government's vision for sport and physical activity for 2012 and beyond is to increase 
significantly levels of sport and physical activity for people of all ages and to achieve sustained levels 
of success in international competition.  
The ambition is for England to become –a truly world leading sporting nation. 
The vision is to give more people of all ages the opportunity to participate in high quality 
competitive sport. 
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DoH: Healthy Lives, Healthy 
People: Our strategy for public 
health in England White Paper 
(2010) 

Sets out the Governments approach to tackling threats to public health and dealing with health 
inequalities. It sets out an approach that will: 

1) protect the population from health threats – led by central government, with a strong system 
to the frontline; 

2) empower local leadership and encourage wide responsibility across society to improve 
everyone’s health and wellbeing, and tackle the wider factors that influence it; 

3) focus on key outcomes, doing what works to deliver them, with transparency of outcomes to 
enable accountability through a proposed new public health outcomes framework; 

4) reflect the Government’s core values of freedom, fairness and responsibility by strengthening 
self-esteem, confidence and personal responsibility; positively promoting healthy behaviours 
and lifestyles; and adapting the environment to make healthy choices easier; and 

5) balance the freedoms of individuals and organisations with the need to avoid harm to others, 
use a ‘ladder’ of interventions to determine the least intrusive approach necessary to achieve 
the desired effect and aim to make voluntary approaches work before resorting to regulation. 

DoH & Department for Work and 
Pensions. Improving health and 
work: changing lives: The 
Government's Response to Dame 
Carol Black's Review of the health 
of Britain's working-age 
population (2008) 

This sets out the Governments response to a review into the health of Britain’s working age 
population conducted by Dame Carol Black. 
The vision is to: “create a society where the positive links between work and health are recognised by 
all, where everyone aspires to a healthy and fulfilling working life and where health conditions and 
disabilities are not a bar to enjoying the benefits of work”. 
To achieve the vision three key aspirations have been identified: 

1. creating new perspectives on health and work; 
2. improving work and workplaces; and 
3. supporting people to work. 

Through these three aspirations Britain’s working population will fulfil their full potential, create 
stronger communities and help relive the financial burden of health problems on the economy. 
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Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
DoH: Our health, our care, our say: 
a new direction for community 
services (2005) 

Puts emphasis on moving healthcare into the community and will therefore have an impact on 
sustainable development considerations, including supporting local economies and how people 
travel to healthcare facilities. 

Health and Social Care Act 2012 

An Act to establish and make provision about a National Health Service Commissioning Board and 
clinical commissioning groups and to make other provision about the National Health Service in 
England; to make provision about public health in the United Kingdom; to make provision about 
regulating health and adult social care services; to make provision about public involvement in health 
and social care matters, scrutiny of health matters by local authorities and co-operation between 
local authorities and commissioners of health care services; to make provision about regulating 
health and social care workers; to establish and make provision about a National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence; to establish and make provision about a Health and Social Care Information 
Centre and to make other provision about information relating to health or social care matters; to 
abolish certain public bodies involved in health or social care; to make other provision about health 
care; and for connected purposes. 

Forestry Commission: Trees and 
Woodlands - Nature's Health 
Service (2005) 

Provides detailed examples of how the Woodland Sector (trees, woodlands and green spaces) can 
significantly contribute to people’s health, well-being (physical, psychological and social) and quality 
of life. Increasing levels of physical activity is a particular priority. 

Countryside Agency: The 
Countryside in and Around Towns 
– A vision for connecting town 
and country in the pursuit of 
sustainable development (2005) 

A vision for the landscape of urban/rural fringe environments and how to better manage these areas 
and make improvements.  Key functions for the environment include: a bridge to the country; a 
gateway to the town; a health centre; a classroom; a recycling and renewable energy centre; a 
productive landscape; a cultural legacy; a place for sustainable living; an engine for regeneration; and 
a nature reserve. 

Accessible Natural Green Space 
Standards in Towns and Cities: A 
Review and Toolkit for their 
Implementation (2003) 

Aims to help Local Authorities develop policies which acknowledge, protect and enhance the 
contribution natural spaces make to local sustainability.  Three aspects of natural space in cities and 
towns are discussed: their biodiversity; their ability to cope with urban pollution; ensuring natural 
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spaces are accessible to everyone.  The report aims to show how size and distance criteria can be 
used to identify the natural spaces which contribute most to local sustainability. 

EU Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2006) 

This Strategy identifies key priorities for an enlarged Europe. This includes health, social inclusion and 
fighting global poverty.  It aims to achieve better policy integration in addressing these challenges, 
and to ensure that Europe looks beyond its boundaries in making informed decisions about 
sustainability.  The sustainable Development Strategy was review in 2009 and “underlined that in 
recent years the EU has mainstreamed sustainable development into a broad range of its policies. In 
particular, the EU has taken the lead in the fight against climate change and the promotion of a low-
carbon economy. At the same time, unsustainable trends persist in many areas and the efforts need 
to be intensified”.  Sustainable development is a key focus of the EU and the strategy continues to be 
monitored and reviewed. 

UN The Aarhus Convention (1998) 
Links environmental rights and human rights. It establishes that sustainable development can be 
achieved only through the involvement of all stakeholders and links government accountability and 
environmental protection. 

Social Exclusion Unit: Preventing 
Social Exclusion (2001) 

The primary aims are to prevent social exclusion, and reintegrate people who have become 
excluded.  Improvement is required in the areas of truancy, rough sleeping, teenage pregnancy, 
youth at risk and deprived neighbourhoods. 

MHCLG Homes for the future: 
more affordable, more sustainable 
(2007) 

The Housing Green Paper outlines plans for delivering homes; new ways of identifying and using land 
for development; more social housing- ensuring that a decent home at an affordable price is for the 
many; building homes more quickly; more affordable homes; and greener homes - with high 
environmental standards and flagship developments leading the way. 

ODPM & Home Office: Safer 
Places: The Planning System and 
Crime Prevention  (2004) 

Practical guide to designs and layouts that may help with crime prevention and community safety, 
including well-defined routes, places structured so that different uses do not cause conflict, places 
designed to include natural surveillance and places designed with management and maintenance in 
mind. 

Cabinet Office: Reaching Out: An 
Action Plan on Social Exclusion 

Sets out an action plan to improve the life chances of those who suffer, or may suffer in the future, 
from disadvantage. Guiding principles for action include: better identification and earlier intervention; 
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(2006) systematically identifying ‘what works’; promoting multi-agency working; personalisation, rights and 

responsibilities; and supporting achievement and managing underperformance. 
Buckinghamshire Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan (RoWIP) 2008-
2018 (2008) 

The RoWIP is the County Council’s strategic document, setting out its aspirations and priorities for 
the public rights of way and countryside access network. The Plan sets out a vision for rights of way, 
to: “Expand, manage and promote the network of routes and open spaces, recognising its historical 
and ecological significance whilst providing real economic benefits to the rural communities and 
health benefits to local people, to create safe and sustainable access provision for all.” The Plan also 
sets out 8 themes for improving rights of way including mapping, creating new links, and improving 
access.  

Chiltern and South Bucks 
Community and Safety 
Partnership Plan 2014 – 2017 

This Plan serves as a strategy for the reduction of crime and disorder under the 1998 Crime and 
Disorder Act.  This Plan identifies the following priorities: 

• Reduce house burglary, non-dwelling burglary, theft from vehicles, and violent behaviour in 
our communities; 

• Continue to invest work to prevent and tackle anti-social behaviour in our communities; 
• Protect vulnerable individuals and communities; and 
• Reduce the fear of crime and perception of anti-social behaviour. 

Bucks Home Choice Allocation 
Policy (2014) 

This document sets out how applicants for affordable housing are prioritised fairly and transparently.  
The policy describes who qualifies for affordable housing and how applicants are prioritised based 
on need. 

Chiltern District Council Housing 
Strategies 

Chiltern District Council have prepared a range Housing Strategies, which are design to support the 
delivery of housing services and ensure sound, good quality homes for all.  These are as follows: 

• Strategic Housing Framework 2013 – 2014. 
• Homelessness Strategy 2009 – 2011. 
• Empty Homes Strategy. 
• Private Sector Housing Strategy. 
• Buckinghamshire Tenancy Strategy January 2013. 
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South Bucks and Chiltern 
Councils: Joint Open Space 
Strategy (2018) 

The purpose of Open Space Strategy is to bring together key community organisations and develop 
a co-ordinated approach to managing open space provision identifying any shortfalls in provision.  
The strategy has four aims, which are to: 

• Informing and supporting the newly emerging Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan to provide 
a concise, robust and comprehensive evidence base that enables both Councils to develop 
planning policies which are sufficient to withstand scrutiny at an Examination in Public; 

• Increasing participation in recreational facilities by bringing together key community 
organisations to develop a co-ordinated approach to effectively manage recreational and 
open space provision; 

• Achieving a joined-up strategy with localised priorities to develop sustainable facilities that 
support increased participation; and 

• Supporting community groups and others to access external funding. 
Soil, water and air 

EC Air Quality Directive (1996) 

Aims to improve air quality throughout Europe by controlling the level of certain pollutants and 
monitoring their concentrations. In particular the Directive aims to establish levels for different air 
pollutants; draw up common methods for assessing air quality; methods to improve air quality; and 
make sure that information on air quality is easily accessible to Member States and the public.  

DEFRA: The Air Quality Strategy 
for England, Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland (2007). 

The Strategy provides specific UK targets for reducing air pollution and sets out local authority 
responsibilities for achieving most of these.  It states that land use planning has a key role to play in 
contributing to these targets. 

DEFRA: Safeguarding our Soils: A 
Strategy for England (2009) 

The Soil Strategy for England outlines the Government’s approach to safeguarding our soils for the 
long term.  It provides a vision to guide future policy development across a range of areas and sets 
out the practical steps that are needed to take to prevent further degradation of our soils, enhance, 
restore and ensure their resilience, and improve understanding of the threats to soil and best 
practice in responding to them. 
Key objectives of the strategy include: 

• Better protection for agricultural soils; 
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• Protecting and enhancing stores of soil carbon; 
• Building the resilience of soils to a changing climate; 
• Preventing soil pollution; 
• Effective soil protection during construction and development; and 
• Dealing with our legacy of contaminated land. 

DEFRA (2012) Environmental 
Protection Act 1990: Part 2A. 
Contaminated Land Statutory 
Guidance  

This document establishes a legal framework for dealing with contaminated land in England.  This 
document provides guidelines for how local authorities should implement the regime, including how 
they should go about deciding whether land is contaminated land in the legal sense of the term.  Key 
aims are as follows: 

• To identify and remove unacceptable risks to human health and the environment. 
• To seek to ensure that contaminated land is made suitable for its current use. 
• To ensure that the burdens faced by individuals, companies and society as a whole are 

proportionate, manageable and compatible with the principles of sustainable development. 

Soils Lead Coordination Network: 
Soils and the Natural Heritage: a 
Vision by the Soils LCN for the 
Protection of the UK Soil 
Resource and Sustainable Use of 
Soils (2007) 

This document sets out the Soils Lead Coordination Network’s vision for soil conservation. 
The ‘desired outcomes’ of the vision are as follows: 

(i) Maintaining the diversity and biodiversity of UK soils; 
(ii) Controlling and when appropriate reversing loss of soil carbon and water-holding 

capacity; 
(iii) Reducing accelerated soil erosion and sediment transport into watercourses; and 
(iv) Ensuring appropriate status of soils in mitigation and remediation scenarios to control the 

impact of climate change. 

Water Framework Directive 
2000/60/EC 

This provides an overarching strategy, including a requirement for EU Member States to ensure that 
they achieve 'good ecological status' by 2015. River Basin Management Plans were defined as the key 
means of achieving this. They contain the main issues for the water environment and the actions we 
all need to take to deal with them. 

HM Government Strategy for 
Sustainable Construction (2008) 

Encourages the construction industry to adopt a more sustainable approach towards development; 
identifies eleven Themes for targeting Action, which includes conserving water resources. 
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DEFRA The Water Environment 
(Water Framework Directive)  
(England and Wales) Regulations 
(2003) 

Requires all inland and coastal waters to reach “good status” by 2015.  It mandates that: 
• development must not cause a deterioration in status of a waterbody; and  
• development must not prevent future attainment of ‘good status’, hence it is not acceptable 

to allow an impact to occur just because other impacts are causing the status of a water body 
to already be less than good 

This is being done by establishing a river basin district structure within which demanding 
environmental objectives are being set, including ecological targets for surface waters. 

Environment Agency: Building a 
Better Environment: A Guide for 
Developers (2013) 

Guidance on addressing key environmental issues through the development process (focusing 
mainly on the issues dealt with by the Agency), including managing flood risk, surface water 
management, use of water resources, preventing pollution. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2018) 

The NPPF states that plans should prevent development from contributing to, or being put at risk of, 
air or water pollution.  Plans should consider the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and 
cumulative impacts on air quality from individual sites in local areas. 
The NPPF states that planning should protect and enhance soils, particularly those recognized as 
best and most versatile agricultural land (Grades 1, 2 and 3a). 

DEFRA (2015) Water for Life and 
Livelihoods: River Basin 
Management Plan, Thames River 
Basin District 

River Basin Management Plans are prepared under the Water Framework Directive in order to 
identify the pressures facing the water environment and identify actions to address these pressures.  
Within The Thames River Basin District, South Bucks and Chiltern lie within both the Thames 
(Maidenhead to Sunbury) catchment and the Colne catchment.   
Key actions for the Colne catchment include: 

• Improving flows in the River Misbourne; 
• Promoting soil and nutrient management plans to local farmers; and 
• Assess improvements to fish passage on the River Colne at Denham Country Park. 

Key actions for the Thames (Maidenhead to Sunbury) catchment include: 
• Investigate improvements to sewage treatment works; 
• Assess the impact of abstraction on the ecology, recreation and navigation of the Lower 

Thames; and 
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• Carry out further monitoring and investigation to allow targeting of additional measures to 

improve the status of this catchment. 

Environment Agency (2013) Colne 
Abstraction Licensing Strategy 

Catchment Abstraction Management Strategies (CAMS) set out how water resources are to be 
managed, particularly in terms of water abstraction and guide decisions regarding granting 
abstraction licenses.  Initial resource assessment indicates that there is no water available for 
licensing in the Thames catchment.  Due to the heavily managed nature of the Thames and its 
importance to the area, a bespoke licensing strategy has been adopted.  This includes a multi-tier 
Hands Off Flow (HOF), depending on the quantity of new consumptive abstractions. 

Environment Agency (2014) 
Thames Catchment Abstraction 
Licensing Strategy 

Catchment Abstraction Management Strategies (CAMS) set out how water resources are to be 
managed, particularly in terms of water abstraction and guide decisions regarding granting 
abstraction licenses.  Initial resource assessment indicates that there is no water available for 
licensing in the Thames catchment.  Due to the heavily managed nature of the Thames and its 
importance to the area, a bespoke licensing strategy has been adopted.  This includes a multi-tier 
Hands Off Flow (HOF), depending on the quantity of new consumptive abstractions. 

Thames Water: Draft Water 
Resources Management Plan 2019 

Thames Water provides water supply across part of the Plan area and sewerage services across the 
entire Plan area.  The Water Resources Management Plan (WRMP) sets out how Thames Water plans 
to maintain the balance between supply and demand for water.  This includes forecasting future 
supply and demand and proposing measures to align these two.  The baseline demand is expected to 
increase by more than 250Ml/d and supply is expected to decrease by approximately 90 Ml/d 
between 2015 and 2040.  Thames Water aims to meet demand through the following measures: 

• Demand management; 
• Leakage reduction; 
• New raw water trading agreement with RWE N-Power; and 
• Groundwater schemes. 

Affinity Water (2019) Revised 
Draft Water resources 
management Plan 2020 - 2080 

Affinity Water provides water to part of the plan area.  This WRMP states that household water 
demand is expected to increase over the plan period, but this will be managed through reducing 
leaks, increasing water use efficiency and buying water from neighbouring water companies. 
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Climatic factors 
UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (1992) 

Sets an overall framework for intergovernmental efforts to tackle the challenge posed by climate 
change.  

IPCC Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(1997) 

Commits member nations to reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases or 
engage in emissions trading if they maintain or increase emissions of these gases. 

EC Sixth Environmental Action 
Programme 2002-2012 (2002) 

Climate change has been identified as one of four priority areas for Europe.  The EAP's main 
objective is a reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases without a reduction in levels of growth and 
prosperity, as well as adaptation and preparation for the effects of climate change. 

EU Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2006) 

This Strategy identifies key priorities for an enlarged Europe. This includes health, social inclusion and 
fighting global poverty.  It aims to achieve better policy integration in addressing these challenges, 
and to ensure that Europe looks beyond its boundaries in making informed decisions about 
sustainability.  The sustainable Development Strategy was review in 2009 and “underlined that in 
recent years the EU has mainstreamed sustainable development into a broad range of its policies. In 
particular, the EU has taken the lead in the fight against climate change and the promotion of a low-
carbon economy. At the same time, unsustainable trends persist in many areas and the efforts need 
to be intensified”.  Sustainable development is a key focus of the EU and the strategy continues to be 
monitored and reviewed. 

EU Floods Directive (2007) 
Requires Local Authorities to feed in to the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (already completed), 
as well as the Local Flood Risk Strategy (already completed) and ensure that objectives within Local 
Plans compliment the objectives of the Directive. 
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UK Climate Change Act 2008 
(2008) 

The 2008 Climate Change Act seeks to manage and respond to climate change in the UK, by: 
• Setting ambitious, legally binding targets; 
• Taking powers to help meet those targets; 
• Strengthening the institutional framework; 
• Enhancing the UK’s ability to adapt to the impact of climate change; and 
• Establishing clear and regular accountability to the UK Parliament and to the devolved 

legislatures.  
Significantly, the Act sets a legally binding target of at least an 80 per cent cut in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050 and at least a 34 per cent cut by 2020.  These targets are against a 1990 baseline. 

UK Renewable Energy Strategy 
(2009) 

The UK has committed to sourcing 15% of its energy from renewable sources by 2020 – an increase 
in the share of renewables from about 2.25% in 2008.  The Renewable Energy Strategy sets out how 
the Government will achieve this target through utilising a variety of mechanisms to encourage 
Renewable Energy provision in the UK.  This includes streamlining the planning system, increasing 
investment in technologies as well as improving funding for advice and awareness raising. 

UK Renewable Energy Roadmap 
Update (2013) 

This is the second Update to the 2011 Renewable Energy Roadmap. It sets out the progress that has 
been made and the changes that have occurred in the sector over the past year. It also describes the 
continuing high ambitions and actions along with the challenges going forward. 

The UK Low Carbon Transition 
Plan (2009) 

The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan sets out how the UK will meet the Climate Change Act’s legally 
binding target of 34 per cent cut in emissions on 1990 levels by 2020.  It also seeks to deliver 
emissions cuts of 18% on 2008 levels. 
The main aims of the Transition Plan include the following: 

• Producing 30% of energy from renewables by 2020; 
• Improving the energy efficiency of existing housing; 
• Increasing the number of people in ‘green jobs’; and 
• Supporting the use and development of clean technologies. 
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National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2018) 

The NPPF seeks to streamline the planning system and sets out the Governments planning policies 
and how these should be applied.  At the heart of the NPPF is presumption in favour of sustainable 
development. 
The NPPF includes guidance on climate change, flooding, and coastal change.  Plans should take 
account of climate change over the longer term, including factors such as flood risk, coastal change, 
water supply and changes to biodiversity and landscape.  New development should be planned to 
avoid increased vulnerability to the range of impacts arising from climate change.  When new 
development is brought forward in areas which are vulnerable, care should be taken to ensure that 
risks can be managed through suitable adaptation measures, including through the planning of green 
infrastructure. 
To increase the use and supply of renewable and low carbon energy and hear, plans should: 

• provide a positive strategy for energy from these sources, that maximises the potential for 
suitable development, while ensuring that adverse impacts are addressed satisfactorily 
(including cumulative landscape and visual impacts);  

• consider identifying suitable areas for renewable and low carbon energy sources, and 
supporting infrastructure, where this would help secure their development; and  

• identify opportunities for development to draw its energy supply from decentralised, 
renewable or low carbon energy supply systems and for co- locating potential heat customers 
and suppliers.  

Local Plans should apply a sequential, risk-based approach to the location of development to avoid 
where possible flood risk to people and property and manage any residual risk, taking account of the 
impacts of climate change, by: 

• applying the sequential test and then, if necessary, applying the exception test; 
• safeguarding land from development that is required for current and future flood 

management; 
• using opportunities offered by new development to reduce the causes and impacts of 

flooding; and 
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• where climate change is expected to increase flood risk so that some existing development 

may not be sustainable in the long-term, seeking opportunities to facilitate the relocation of 
development, including housing, to more sustainable locations. 

Local planning authorities should reduce risk from coastal change by avoiding inappropriate 
development in vulnerable areas or adding to the impacts of physical changes to the coast.  They 
should identify as a Coastal Change Management Area any area likely to be affected by physical 
changes to the coast, and: 

• be clear as to what development will be appropriate in such areas and in what circumstances; 
and 

• make provision for development and infrastructure that needs to be relocated away from 
Coastal Change Management Areas. 

In accordance with ‘Table 2 – Flood Risk Vulnerability Classification’ of the Planning Practice 
Guidance (PPG), caravans and mobile homes are ‘highly vulnerable’ in terms of flood risk.  It should 
be added that highly vulnerable development is not appropriate development in Flood Zone 3a and 
Flood Zone 3b and is subject to passing the Sequential and Exceptions Test if located within Flood 
Zone 2, according to Table 3 of the PPG – Flood risk vulnerability and flood zone ‘compatibility’. 

DfT An Evidence Base Review of 
Public Attitudes to Climate 
Change and Transport Behaviour 
(2006) 

Summary report of the findings of an evidence base review investigating the research base on public 
attitudes towards climate change and transport behaviour.  

Carbon Trust: The Climate Change 
Challenge: Scientific Evidence and 
Implications (2005) 

This report summarises the nature of the climate change issue. It explains the fundamental science 
and the accumulating evidence that climate change is real and needs to be addressed. It also 
explains the future potential impacts, including the outstanding uncertainties. 

Energy Saving Trust: Renewable 
Energy Sources for Homes in 
Urban Environments (2005) 

Provides information about the integration of renewable energy sources into new and existing 
dwellings in urban environments. It covers the basic principles, benefits, limitations, costs and 
suitability of various technologies. 
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Environment Agency, Adapting to 
Climate Change: A Checklist for 
Development (2005) 

The document contains a checklist and guidance for new developments to adapt to climate change. 
The main actions are summarised in a checklist. 

Floods & Water Management Act 
(2010) 

Seeks to “localise” responsibility for flood risk, particularly from ordinary watercourses. Key policies 
within the act include:  

• providing the Environment Agency with an overview of all flood and coastal erosion risk 
management and unitary and county councils to lead in managing the risk of all local floods; 

• encouraging the uptake of sustainable drainage systems and providing for unitary and county 
councils to adopt SUDS for new developments and redevelopments;  

• introduce an improved risk based approach to reservoir safety;  
• widen the list of uses of water that water companies can control during periods of water 

shortage;  
• enabling water and sewerage companies to operate concessionary schemes for community 

groups on surface water drainage charges; 
• amending the Water Industry Act 1991 to provide a named customer and clarify who is 

responsible for paying the water bill; and 
• make it easier for water and sewerage companies to develop and implement social tariffs 

where companies consider there is a good cause to do so. 
Buckinghamshire Strategic Green 
Infrastructure Strategy (2009) 

The Bucks Green Infrastructure Strategy develops the vision and objectives for establishing strategic 
green infrastructure networks in Buckinghamshire. 
Part of Priority Action Area 3, as identified in the Strategy, lies within South Bucks District.  The main 
strategic opportunities identified for this Priority Action Area include: 

• Enhance the management, presentation accessibility and interpretation of historic 
environment for royal ancient hunting forest, common lands and designed landscapes; 

• River corridor habitat management, restoration and creation with a focus on the Colne Valley, 
the lower reaches of the Central Chilterns Chalk Rivers and the Thames Valley; and 



SA of the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan – PPP Review        June 2019 

LC-485_Updated_PPP_review_1_040619CW.docx	

© Lepus Consulting for Chiltern and South Bucks Council G27 

Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
• Landscape-scale habitat management, restoration and creation, focusing on wood 

pasture/parkland. 
Buckinghamshire Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (2013) 

The Buckinghamshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan was published in 2013 to build on the 
Buckinghamshire GI Strategy (2009).  This plan identifies a suite of area-specific GI proposals and 
projects and guidance on how these can be achieved.  Area specific proposals are available for: 

• Amersham – Chesham – Chalfont; 
• Burnham – Farnham; and 
• Chalfont – Gerrards Cross – Colne Valley Regional Park. 

Chiltern District Council (2009) 
Chiltern Climate Change Strategy 

This document sets out Chiltern District Council’s priorities to address climate change within the 
Council’s operations, following on from the Chiltern climate Change Audit in 2007.  The aim of the 
strategy is to reduce the current carbon footprint and climate change impact of operations of 
Chiltern District Council and to assess requirement for adaptations to future climate change. 

South Bucks District Council 
(2008) Sustainability and Climate 
Change Strategy 2008-11 

The aims of this strategy are to: 
1. Integrate sustainability and carbon reduction in to the planning and delivery of the council’s 

aims. 
2. Reduce the authorities carbon footprint until we become a carbon neutral organisation. 
3. Demonstrate leadership in tackling climate change and sustainability issues, including 

reducing the overall carbon footprint of the District.  
Actions to achieve these aims includes enforcing and encouraging sustainability best practice in 
development, sustainability awareness training for the Council, write and deliver a Green Travel Plan 
and increase the Council’s recycling policy. 

Material Assets 

EC Sixth Environmental Action 
Programme 2002-2012 (2002) 

Natural resources and waste (in particular recycling) has been identified as one of four priority areas 
for Europe.  The EAP requires member states to achieve 22% of electricity production from 
renewable energies by 2010; to significantly reduce the volumes of waste generated and the quantity 
going to disposal; and to give preference to waste recovery and to recycling. 
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EC Waste Framework Directive 
(1975, updated 2006) 

Objective is the protection of human health and the environment against harmful effects caused by 
the collection, transport, treatment, storage and tipping of waste. Particular focus is placed on the re-
use of recovered materials as raw materials; restricting the production of waste; promoting clean 
technologies; and the drawing up of waste management plans. 

EC Landfill Directive (1999) 

Aims to prevent or reduce as far as possible negative effects on the environment, in particular the 
pollution of surface water, groundwater, soil and air, and on the global environment, including the 
greenhouse effect, as well as any resulting risk to human health, from the landfilling of waste, during 
the whole lifecycle of the landfill. 

Cabinet Office: Waste Not, Want 
Not, A Strategy for tackling the 
waste problem (2002) 

A study into how England’s current waste management practices could be improved to reduce the 
current, and growing, waste problem. 

DEFRA Waste and Emissions 
Trading Act (2003) 

Sets out legislative provisions for waste (including waste sent to landfill, waste management in 
England and Wales, and recycling plans), and about penalties for non-compliance with schemes for 
the trading of emissions quotas. 

DEFRA Waste Strategy for 
England (2007) 

Aims are to reduce waste by making products with fewer natural resources; break the link between 
economic growth and waste growth; re-use products or recycle their materials; and recover energy 
from other wastes where possible. Notes that for a small amount of residual material, landfill will be 
necessary. 

Waste Strategy for 
Buckinghamshire 2001-2021 

All parties agree to embrace the following protocol, aims and objectives: 
• aim to improve waste minimisation, recovery, recycling and composting from 

Buckinghamshire household waste in line with the Government’s national targets and local 
Best Value targets; 

• where appropriate jointly research, fund, develop and implement detailed proposals for this 
purpose and develop, implement, support and continue to enhance, such schemes as are 
decided upon; 

• explore other partnership opportunities in the pursuit of these aims and objectives; 
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• work within a common framework and approach to waste related education and awareness 

issues; and 
• to develop and promote existing joint initiatives such as real nappies, home composters and 

the glass recycling consortium. 

DECC Energy White Paper: 
Meeting the Energy Challenge 
(2007) 

Sets out Government’s long term energy policy, including requirements for cleaner, smarter energy; 
improved energy efficiency; reduced carbon emissions; and reliable, competitive and affordable 
supplies. The White Paper sets out the UK’s international and domestic energy strategy, in the shape 
of four policy goals: 

1) aiming to cut CO2 emissions by some 60% by about 2050, with real progress by 2020; 
2) maintaining the reliability of energy supplies; 
3) promoting competitive markets in the UK and beyond; and 
4) ensuring every home is heated adequately and affordably. 

DECC Sustainable Energy Act 
(2010) 

Aims include increasing the use of renewable energy; cutting the UK’s carbon emissions; maintaining 
the reliability of the UK’s energy supplies; promoting competitive energy markets in the UK; and 
reducing the number of people living in fuel poverty. 

DTI Micro Generation Strategy  
(2006) 

Acknowledges that local authorities can be pro-active in promoting small-scale, local renewable 
energy generation schemes through ‘sensible use of planning policies’. 

EU Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2006) 

This Strategy identifies key priorities for an enlarged Europe. This includes health, social inclusion and 
fighting global poverty.  It aims to achieve better policy integration in addressing these challenges, 
and to ensure that Europe looks beyond its boundaries in making informed decisions about 
sustainability.  The sustainable Development Strategy was review in 2009 and “underlined that in 
recent years the EU has mainstreamed sustainable development into a broad range of its policies. In 
particular, the EU has taken the lead in the fight against climate change and the promotion of a low-
carbon economy. At the same time, unsustainable trends persist in many areas and the efforts need 
to be intensified”.  Sustainable development is a key focus of the EU and the strategy continues to be 
monitored and reviewed. 
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EU Transport White Paper. 
Roadmap to a Single European 
Transport Area – Towards a 
competitive and resource efficient 
transport system (2011) 

The white paper sets out a European vision for a competitive and sustainable transport system for 
the EU. The white paper sets out an aim to achieve a 60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
from the European transport system whilst growing transport systems and supporting mobility.  The 
White paper sets out ten strategic goals. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2018) 

The NPPF seeks to streamline the planning system and sets out the Governments planning policies 
and how these should be applied.  At the heart of the NPPF is presumption in favour of sustainable 
development. 
The NPPF includes guidance on promoting sustainable transport.  The NPPF requires development 
plans to seek to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and congestion, reduce the and to travel, and 
exploit opportunities for the sustainable movement of people and good.  Transport should be 
considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and development proposals so that: 

• the potential impacts of development on transport networks can be addressed;  
• opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and changing transport 

technology and usage, are realised – for example in relation to the scale, location or density of 
development that can be accommodated;  

• opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and 
pursued;  

• the environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified, assessed 
and considered – including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating any adverse 
effects, and for net environmental gains; and  

patterns of movement, streets, parking and other transport considerations are integral to the design 
of schemes and contribute to making high quality places.  

Department for Transport: 
Transport White Paper: The 
Future of Transport – A Network 
for 2030 (2004) 

Sets out factors that will shape transport in the UK over the next thirty years.  Also sets out how the 
Government will respond to the increasing demand for travel, while minimising the negative impact 
on people and the environment. 



SA of the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan – PPP Review        June 2019 

LC-485_Updated_PPP_review_1_040619CW.docx	

© Lepus Consulting for Chiltern and South Bucks Council G31 

Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 

Department for Transport: 
Towards a Sustainable Transport 
System: Supporting Economic 
Growth in a Low Carbon World 
(November 2008) 

Outlines five national goals for transport, focusing on the challenge of delivering strong economic 
growth while at the same time reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It outlines the key components of 
national infrastructure, discusses the difficulties of planning over the long term in the context of 
uncertain future demand and describes the substantial investments we are making to tackle 
congestion and crowding on transport networks. 
The National Goals for Transport are as follows: 

Goal 1: To reduce transport’s emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, with the 
desired outcome of tackling climate change. 
Goal 2: To support economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and efficient 
transport networks. 
Goal 3: To promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of 
achieving a fairer society. 
Goal 4: To contribute to better safety, security and health and longer life expectancy by reducing 
the risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport, and by promoting travel modes that are 
beneficial to health. 
Goal 5: To improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to promote a 
healthy natural environment. 

Department for Transport: The 
Future of Rail White Paper (2004) 

Sets out a blueprint for a new streamlined structure for Britain's Railway. The proposals aim to 
provide a single point of accountability for the network's performance, allow closer working between 
track and train and provide for greater devolution of decision-making.  

Department for Transport: An 
Evidence Base Review of Public 
Attitudes to Climate Change and 
Transport Behaviour (2006) 

Summary report of the findings of an evidence base review investigating the research base on public 
attitudes towards climate change and transport behaviour.  
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Department for Transport: 
National Cycling Strategy and 
Review (1996, reviewed 2005) 

The National Cycling Strategy aims to increase cycle use for all types of journey.  The Review focuses 
on the mechanisms established for the delivery of cycling and the effect these have had on 
increasing cycling rates. 

Secretary of State for Transport 
(2013) Aviation Policy Framework 

This document will fully replace the 2003 Air Transport White Paper as Government’s policy on 
aviation, alongside any decisions Government makes following the recommendations of the 
independent Airports Commission.  Key aims of this document includes: 

• To ensure that the UK’s air links continue to make it one of the best connected countries in 
the world.  This includes increasing our links to emerging markets so that the UK can compete 
successfully for economic growth opportunities. 

• To ensure that the aviation sector makes a significant and cost-effective contribution towards 
reducing global emissions. 

• To limit and where possible reduce the number of people in the UK significantly affected by 
aircraft noise. 

To encourage the aviation industry and local stakeholders to strengthen and streamline the way in 
which they work together. 

HS2 (High Speed 2) In February 2011 the government published proposals for a new high speed rail route that would 
initially link London to Birmingham and ultimately extend to Manchester, Leeds and Scotland. The 
preferred consultation route would come up from Amersham, crossing the southern and western 
edge of Wendover, Stoke Mandeville and entire western flank of Aylesbury, then running east of 
Waddesdon before picking up the path of the disused railway line past Quainton, Calvert and 
proceeding up to the edge of Brackley.  
The proposed route was consulted on in July 2011 setting out the proposed route and alternative, its 
Sustainability Appraisal and project timeline A Safeguarding Direction is now in operation, where on 
average 60m either side of the proposed route is safeguarded.  
A Bill for the construction of Phase I of HS2 has been committed to a select committee with 
construction expected to commence in 2017. 
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Buckinghamshire Local Transport 
Plan 4 (LTP4) (March 2016) 

The LTP4 sets out 19 policies which aim to improve transport in Buckinghamshire and create a better 
place to live.  The 19 policies include: 

• efficient and effective transport provision; 
• travelling in Buckinghamshire and beyond: improving your connectivity; 
• managing the impact on new developments; 
• maximising our rail network; 
• airports: better links and mitigation; 
• reliable road travel; 
• maintaining our roads and other transport assets; 
• the role of freight transport; 
• improving our environment; 
• access to education; 
• encouraging walking for shorter journeys; 
• encouraging cycling; 
• car clubs, car sharing and taxis; 
• intelligent mobility and new technology; 
• public transport: the bus network Buckinghamshire needs; 
• road safety; 
• tackling crime; and 
• an effective approach to parking. 

Chiltern and South Bucks District 
Local Plan: Transport Topic Paper 
(2019) 

This Topic Paper is to be read alongside the technical transport modelling reports by 
Buckinghamshire County Council between 2016 and 2018.  The report provides an explanation of the 
transport evidence base and a summary of the methodologies used.   

DEFRA (2010) Noise Policy 
Statement for England (NPSE)  

This document seeks to clarify the underlying principles and aims in existing policy 
documents, legislation and guidance that relate to noise.  The key aims of this document are 
as follows: 

• Avoid significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life; 
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• Mitigate and minimise adverse impacts on health and quality of life; and 
• Where possible, contribute to the improvement of health and quality of life. 

Environment Agency: Water for 
people and the environment: A 
Strategy for England and Wales 
(2009) 

Looks at the steps needed, in the face of climate change, to manage water resources to the 2040s 
and beyond, with the overall aim of improving the environment while allowing enough water for 
human uses.  

EU Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2006) 

This Strategy identifies key priorities for an enlarged Europe. This includes health, social inclusion and 
fighting global poverty.  It aims to achieve better policy integration in addressing these challenges, 
and to ensure that Europe looks beyond its boundaries in making informed decisions about 
sustainability.  The sustainable Development Strategy was review in 2009 and “underlined that in 
recent years the EU has mainstreamed sustainable development into a broad range of its policies. In 
particular, the EU has taken the lead in the fight against climate change and the promotion of a low-
carbon economy. At the same time, unsustainable trends persist in many areas and the efforts need 
to be intensified”.  Sustainable development is a key focus of the EU and the strategy continues to be 
monitored and reviewed. 

DTI Draft Strategy for Sustainable 
Construction (2006) 

‘Themes for Action’ include: re-use existing built assets; design for minimum waste; aim for lean 
construction; minimise energy in construction; minimise energy in building use; avoid polluting the 
environment; preserve and enhance bio-diversity; conserve water resources; respect people and their 
local environment; and set targets (benchmarks & performance indicators). 

HM Treasury: Barker Review of 
Housing Supply, Delivering 
Stability: Securing our Future 
Housing Needs (2004) 

Government objectives include: to achieve improvements in housing affordability in the market 
sector; a more stable housing market; location of housing supply which supports patterns of 
economic development; and an adequate supply of publicly-funded housing for those who need it. 

Planning for Town Centres: 
Practice guidance on need, 
impact and the sequential 
approach (December 2009) 

This practice guidance was intended to support the implementation of town centre policies set out in 
Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth (PPS4) (now replaced by 
PPG). It is aimed at helping those involved in preparing or reviewing need, impact and sequential site 
assessments. 
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Buckinghamshire Minerals and 
Waste Core Strategy 
Development Plan Document: 
Minerals and Waste Local 
Development Framework 

This provides the strategic policy framework for minerals and waste planning within 
Buckinghamshire.  This includes setting out how much minerals extraction will be needed, how this 
can be managed and where this will come from.  In terms of waste, the plan considers how much 
additional waste capacity in needed, how to minimise this and how to manage this.  The Strategy 
addresses two main challenges; providing sufficient sand and gravel to allow for house building and 
construction needs and to move quickly from the current over-reliance on landfill in managing waste. 

Buckinghamshire Sustainable 
Community Strategy 2009 – 2026 

The Sustainable Community Strategy for Buckinghamshire sets out an overarching framework and 
vision for delivering a thriving economy, a sustainable environment, safe communities, health and 
wellbeing and cohesive and strong communities.  

Chiltern & South Bucks Joint 
Strategic Partnership (2014) 
Sustainable Community Strategy 
for Chiltern and South Bucks 
Districts 2013 - 2026 

This strategy draws together the work of the public sector, business and voluntary partners to 
deliver agreed priorities for the Districts, in order to improve quality of life.  This includes a 
prosperous and diverse economy, high quality education, a range of quality housing, attractive 
places, equality, safety, high quality transport, good health and wellbeing and a wealth of 
opportunities for all residents.  The strategy provides guidance on the use of resources and co-
ordination of the work of partners to deliver outcomes for sustainable communities. 

Buckinghamshire Strategic 
Economic Plan Refresh (2016 – 
2031) 

This Plan Refresh aims to deliver increased prosperity and jobs for Buckinghamshire by putting any 
available funds to work, by focusing on better transport connectivity, helping businesses to grow 
faster, and bringing business and education together more fruitfully. 

Historic Environment 

Council of Europe: Convention on 
the Protection of the 
Architectural Heritage of Europe 
(1985) 

Aims for signatories to protect their architectural heritage by means of identifying monuments, 
buildings and sites to be protected; preventing the disfigurement, dilapidation or demolition of 
protected properties; providing financial support by the public authorities for maintaining and 
restoring the architectural heritage on its territory; and supporting scientific research for identifying 
and analysing the harmful effects of pollution and for defining ways and means to reduce or 
eradicate these effects. 
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Council of Europe: The 
Convention on the Protection of 
Archaeological Heritage (Revised) 
(Valetta Convention) (1992) 

The convention defines archaeological heritage and identifies measures for its protection. Aims 
include integrated conservation of the archaeological heritage and financing of archaeological 
research and conservation. 

DCMS Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act (1979) 

An act to consolidate and amend the law retain to ancient monuments, to make provision of matters 
of archaeological or historic interest, and to provide grants by secretary of state to the Architectural 
Heritage fund. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2019)  

The recently released NPPF seeks to streamline the planning system and sets out the Governments 
planning policies and how these should be applied.  At the heart of the NPPF is presumption in 
favour of sustainable development. 
The NPPF includes guidance on conserving and enhancing the historic environment.  It seeks to 
ensure local authorities plan recognise heritage assets as an irreplaceable resource and conserve 
them in a manner that reflects their significance. 
Local planning authorities should take into account: 

• the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting 
them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

• the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation of the 
historic environment can bring; and 

• the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and 
distinctiveness; and opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic 
environment to the character of a place. 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act (1990) 

An act to consolidate certain enactments relating to special controls in respect of buildings and areas 
of special architectural or historic interest with amendments to give effect to recommendations to 
give effect to recommendations of the Law Commissions. 

Circular on the Protection of 
World Heritage Sites, CLG 
07/2009 2 

The purpose of this circular, which applies only to England, is to provide updated policy guidance on 
the level of protection and management required for World Heritage Sites. 



SA of the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan – PPP Review        June 2019 

LC-485_Updated_PPP_review_1_040619CW.docx	

© Lepus Consulting for Chiltern and South Bucks Council G37 

Title of PPP Main objectives and environmental / socio-economic requirements of PPP 
The circular explains the national context and the Government’s objectives for the protection of 
World Heritage Sites, the principles which underpin those objectives, and the actions necessary to 
achieve them. 

English Heritage and CABE: 
Buildings in Context: New 
Development in Historic Areas 
(2002) 

Aims to stimulate a high standard of design when development takes place in historically sensitive 
contexts by showing 15 case studies in which achievement is far above the ordinary and trying to 
draw some lessons both about design and about the development and planning process, particularly 
regarding building in sensitive locations. 

Office of the Deputy Prime 
minister (ODPM) Secure and 
Sustainable Buildings Act (2004) 

Amends the Building act, and others, with regard to sustainable construction practices and 
conservation of historic buildings. Also states the general nature of security provisions which should 
be in place at the construction stage and beyond. 

Historic England: Conservation 
Principles Policies and Guidance 
for the Sustainable Management 
of the Historic Environment 
(2008) 

This Historic England document sets out the framework for the sustainable management of the 
historic environment.  This is presented under the following six headline ‘principles’: 
Principle 1: The historic environment is a shared resource. 
Principle 2: Everyone should be able to participate in sustaining the historic environment. 
Principle 3: Understanding the significance of places is vital. 
Principle 4: Significant places should be managed to sustain their values. 
Principle 5: Decisions about change must be reasonable, transparent and consistent. 
Principle 6: Documenting and learning from decisions is essential. 

Historic England (2015) The 
Historic Environment in Local 
Plans, Historic Environment Good 
Practice Advice in Planning: 1 

Practice Advice note is to provide information to assist local authorities, planning and other 
consultants, owners, applicants and other interested parties in implementing historic environment 
policy in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the related guidance given in the 
National Planning Practice Guide (PPG). 

Historic England (2015) Managing 
Significance in Decision-Taking in 
the Historic Environment, Historic 
Environment Good Practice 
Advice in Planning: 2 

The purpose of this Historic England Good Practice Advice note is to provide information in relation 
to assessing the significance of heritage assets, using appropriate expertise, historic environment 
records, recording and furthering understanding, neglect and unauthorised works, marketing and 
design and distinctiveness. 
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Historic England (2015) The 
Setting of Heritage Assets, 
Historic Environment Good 
Practice Advice in Planning: 3 

This document sets out guidance, against the background of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) and the related guidance given in the Planning Practice Guide (PPG), on managing change 
within the settings of heritage assets, including archaeological remains and historic buildings, sites, 
areas, and landscapes. 

The Historic Environment and Site 
Allocations in Local Plans Historic 
England Advice Note 3 (2015) 

The purpose of this Historic England advice note is to support all those involved in the Local Plan site 
allocation process in implementing historic environment legislation, the relevant policy in the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the related guidance given in the Planning Practice 
Guide (PPG).  In addition to these documents, this advice should be read in conjunction with the 
relevant Good Practice Advice and Historic England advice notes.  Alternative approaches may be 
equally acceptable, provided they are demonstrably compliant with legislation and national policy 
objectives. 

Historic England (2016) 
Sustainability Appraisal and 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Historic England 
Advice Note 8 

The purpose of this Historic England advice note is to support all those involved in assessing the 
effects of certain plans on the historic environment.  It offers advice on heritage considerations 
during the Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment process, and on 
implementing historic environment legislation, the relevant policy in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) and the related guidance given in the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) as well 
as the Marine Policy Statement. 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
(2014) From Markets to 
Metroland: The Buckinghamshire 
& Milton Keynes Historic Towns 
Project 

This project involved surveying 30 historic settlements in Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes to 
establish their historic evolution and inform their future management.  This resulted in a series of 
data for each settlement, including historic and current land use. 

Chiltern District Council and 
South Bucks District Council: 
Draft Heritage Strategy (2016) 

This Strategy aims to describe the importance of its heritage to the two Districts, to set out the types 
of heritage assets that exist as well as how these should be protected and where appropriate 
enhanced for future generations to inherit.  

Landscape 
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Council of Europe: European 
Landscape Convention (2006) 

Aims to promote the protection, management and planning (including active design and creation of 
Europe's landscapes, both rural and urban, and to foster European co-operation on landscape issues. 

English Heritage and CABE: 
Guidance on Tall Buildings (2007) 

Provides advice and guidance on good practice in relation to tall buildings in the planning process 
and to highlight other related issues, which need to be taken into account, i.e. where tall buildings 
would and would not be appropriate. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework (MHCLG, 2019) 

The NPPF sates that development could seek to promote or reinforce local distinctiveness; both 
aesthetic considerations and connections between people and places should be considered.  The 
NPPF also promotes the protection and enhancements of valued landscapes, giving greatest weight 
to National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

The Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) 
Management Plan 2014-2019 

The Management Plan sets out a Vision for the Chilterns AONB. The Plan includes an engagement 
plan and details of how the plan will be implemented and monitored. The Management Plan consists 
of descriptions and aims for the following: 

• Conserving and enhancing natural beauty; 
• Landscape; 
• Farming, forestry and other land management; 
• Biodiversity; 
• Water environment; 
• Historic environment; 
• Development; 
• Understanding and enjoyment; and 
• Social and economic well-being. 

The plan also considers integration of cross-cutting themes with Management Plan policies. 
The Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) DRAFT 
Management Plan 2019 - 2024 

This Draft Management Plan is an update of the Management Plan for 2014 to 2019.  This is in the 
final stages of consultation. 
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Land Use Consultants: Chiltern 
District Landscape Character 
Assessment (2011) 

The Landscape Character Assessments identifies the key landscape features across the district and 
sets out guidelines for future development to consider in relation to these key characteristics.  

Land Use Consultants: South 
Bucks District Landscape 
Character Assessment (2011) 

The Landscape Character Assessments identifies the key landscape features across the district and 
sets out guidelines for future development to consider in relation to these key characteristics. 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
(date not available) The 
Landscape Plan for 
Buckinghamshire 

This plan provides a comprehensive countywide framework for landscape, including protection of 
historic landscapes, landscape enhancement, the promotion of public awareness, education, the co-
ordination of policies and the prioritisation of resources. 
The plan consists of a Landscape Character Assessment and a document on Landscape Conservation 
and Management. 

 


