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Comment: 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
In view of the sustainability appraisal I feel a few key elements have been underweighted in 
terms of the impact for the site 1.05 - area near Whielden Street Amersham (Policy SP BP5 - 
Amersham Old Town - South East of Whielden Street).  Overall I object to the proposed 
development for this area, given that for 50 houses I feel the disruption and the long term 
irreversible impact on some factors significantly outweighs the benefit of 50 houses being 
created, relative to some of the other sites being proposed.  The areas I am particularly 
concerned about are: 
1. Flood Zone - it is stated that this area is Flood Zone 3 which means according to 
the report that a major negative impact would be expected, this would put at risk a large 
number of listed buildings on Whielden Street. 
2. Negative Effect on Cultural Heritage and maintaining local distinctiveness 
a. I strongly believe that this proposed development will create discord with the local 
landscape character, and particularly that it will irreversibly change the local distinctive 
character of the settlement of Amersham Old Town, which is I believe relatively unique in 
that an uninterrupted belt of green land surrounds the old town before reaching new 
developments, thus uniquely preserving the character of Amersham Old Town.  
b. Direct negative impact to Historic Assets. There is a likely impact to Listed Buildings 
on Whielden Street during building works – many of the houses have limited foundations 
given they were built so long ago, and already can feel the reverberations of buses and any 
lorries going down Whielden Street currently, the likely irreversible impact to many of the 
listed buildings during any construction work should not be underestimated.  And I feel we 
are putting at risk many listed buildings for the sake of a relatively few new houses. 
3. Alterations of Views – whilst it is stated that these will be respected, given this is 
one of the few sites proposed that is within the Chilterns Area of Natural Beauty, it will be 
very hard to protect all areas from the line of view of any new development, particularly from 
the national trails and walking trails. 
4. Biodiversity Impact – with the chalk grassland area it has a high biodiversity of 
insects and butterflies which would be impacted by a new development, and impact the 
fairly continual ring of biodiversity around Amersham Old Town.. 
5. Limited Road Access – at present it is stated the plan will release traffic from this 
site onto Whielden Street which is already a busy road with limited visibility for exiting onto 
this road and as such I expect accidents could potentially increase. 
6. Limited Access to Public Greenspace – this area is a frequent area for people’s dog 
walking and exercise, more than some of the other alternative areas considered. 
 

  


