
 

 

 
 

The site has been scored strongly against Purpose 2 only. As set out above, we have fully addressed this 
concern, considering the assessment to be factually incorrect. In summary – 

 
• The assessment appears to still be based on the characteristics of the wider land parcel (53a), 

which was the basis of the Part 1 Assessment; 
• The Assessment has not properly considered the specific nature of this relatively small land parcel; 

and 
• Development of this site would not narrow the physical or the perceived gap between either 

Beaconsfield and High Wycombe, or between Beaconsfield and Wooburn Green. 
 
To reinforce our conclusions in relation to Green Belt matters, EDP were instructed to prepare an 
independent Green Belt assessment of the land South of Holtspur. This Assessment is attached in full at 
Appendix 4. 

 
We note that the Final Green Belt Part 2 Assessment excludes any consideration of the land South of 
Holtspur. Because the land was not recommended for further consideration in the Part 1 Assessment, and  
did not make it into the Final Part 2 Assessment, it has not been considered as a reasonable alternative to  
the sites proposed for allocation, and has not therefore been subject to Sustainability Appraisal (see below). 

 
The chain of events outlined above has arisen from the simple erroneous view that development of the land 
South of Holtspur would erode significantly the physical and perceived gap between non-Green Belt 
settlements. This simply isn’t the case. 

Sustainability Appraisal 
 
The Councils have published their Regulation 19 Sustainability Appraisal Report (June 2019). 

 
Section 5 of the Sustainability Appraisal Report addresses reasonable alternatives. In relation to the Local 
Plan Spatial Strategy alternatives (Table 5.2) we believe consideration should have been given to meeting 
all of the identified needs for housing and employment within South Bucks and Chiltern Districts. Such an 
approach would clearly have positive and negative implications, but these should have been considered in 
determining the amount of local housing need to be exported to Aylesbury Vale. The exporting of housing 
need will undoubtedly have significant adverse impacts on the availability of housing (and affordable 
housing) locally, is likely to result in an increase in unsustainable commuting patterns, and will have 
implications for local economic growth. 

 
The wording of the Sustainability Appraisal (paragraph 5.3.5) provides an insight into the Council’s 
approach, which actually has as the starting point – “How much local housing need can be exported to 
Aylesbury Vale?” The answer to this question was not more than 5,750 units, and the two District Councils 
have then gone away and sought to identify sufficient land to accommodate the residual housing need. 

 
The lack of any assessment of accommodating all of the identified needs for housing and employment within 
South Bucks and Chiltern Districts is a fundamental omission from the Sustainability Appraisal process, that 
needs addressing. This is particularly the case given the availability of further sites that make a limited 
contribution to the purposes of the Green Belt, and that could help meet the need for more housing locally. 



 

 

 
 
In terms of the land South of Holtspur, this land is not appraised in the Councils’ Sustainability Appraisal 
Report. We have assessed the land against the criteria set out in the Sustainability Appraisal Report and it 
performs favourably. The Assessment is presented at Appendix 5. 

Summary and Conclusions 
 
This representation addresses the housing and development needs in the District, and the Joint Local Plan 
strategy for meeting these needs. Importantly, it sets out a strong case for release of land South of Holtspur 
from the Green Belt, and the allocation of the land for development. 

 
There is a significant and pressing need for new housing in South Bucks and Chiltern Districts. 

 
We fully support the priority given to meeting housing needs where they arise, and with this in mind, believe 
that additional land should be allocated for development in Chiltern and South Bucks Districts, where such 
land is sustainably located, is deliverable and makes a limited contribution to the purposes of the Green   
Belt. 

 
Inland Homes control land South of Holtspur. The land is within easy walking and cycling distance of a wide 
range of facilities and services, adjacent to the largest and most sustainable settlement in South Bucks 
District. The development would make best use of existing public transport services, with a frequent bus 
service suitable for accessing higher order destinations, for shopping, recreation and employment purposes. 

 
It would appear that the only reason land South of Holtspur has not been identified as a development site in 
the JLP is that the Councils believe that the site has an important role to play in preventing Beaconsfield   
from merging with Wooburn Moor. We believe this matter has been incorrectly assessed by the Councils,  
with development of the Site not reducing the actual or perceived gap between Beaconsfield and Wooburn 
Green. 

 
Indeed, existing mature boundaries severely restrict any inter-visibility with nearby vantage points. 

 
To conclude, land South of Holtspur is considered to have the capacity to accommodate some 200 
dwellings, with a mix of dwelling types and sizes (including affordable housing). There are no 
insurmountable development constraints, and a proper assessment of the site confirms that it makes a 
limited contribution to the purposes of the Green Belt. 

 
We would be grateful for confirmation of receipt of this representation. 

Yours faithfully 

Ian Gillespie BSc (Hons) MRTPI 
Director 
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