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We believe that the Sustainability Appraisal is flawed in the following areas of the proposed 
development of 500 homes in Chesham: 
1. The report grossly under-estimates the additional traffic congestion that would result in 
Chesham - there is only one arterial road in north<->south direction with no prospect of an 
alternative route. Traffic is already VERY slow moving at rush-hour times. 
2. Parking spaces are already at a premium in Chesham. Where will a potential additional 
500-1000 extra vehicles park? Some commuters are already known to drive to Little Chalfont, 
which itself has little spare capacity. 
3. There will be increased air pollution which we gather already exceeds maximum 
recommended levels in some parts of the town. With the town centre lying low, surrounded 
by hills in every direction, polluted air cannot escape. 
4. We are not convinced that opportunities to build on Brown field land have been fully 
considered before rushing in to use Green Belt land. A well argued local alternative 
development plan for Chesham seems to have been totally ignored. 
5. The report states (p.41) that "There are no NHS hospitals with an A&E department within 
Chiltern and South Bucks; the two closest to the Plan are Wexham Park Hospital and 
Hillingdon Hospital". Yet almost all A&E cases from Chesham go to Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital! 
6. The report also states without supporting evidence (p.xxv) "...The benefits of the release of 
the site and its subsequent development clearly outweigh the negatives". We beg to 
disagree. 
7. We understand that much, if not all, of the proposed site is an 'Asset of Community Value'. 
Why then is it proposed to withdraw its Green Belt status? 
8. The proposed site for 500 new homes can only be accessed from Chesham by ascending 
steep hills - either Nashleigh Hill, Eskdale Avenue or White Hill. In wintry conditions we have, 
on several occasions, had to leave the car and walk, as the hills have been inaccessible to 
ordinary vehicles. 


