
‘For every joy that passes,  
something beautiful remains’

Ursula (Pankow) Delfs

Stoke Poges
MEMORIAL
GARDENS



Entering Stoke Poges Memorial 
Gardens is like walking into a 
different era – there is a calmness 
and peace in carefully planned 
surroundings, which provide colour 
and beauty, whatever the season.

This Grade I listed Garden of 
Remembrance has been open since 
1935. The site was acquired in the 
1930s by Sir Noel Mobbs with the 
aim of preserving the tranquil setting 
of St Giles’ Church, nearby, which 
was the inspiration for Thomas 
Gray’s Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard, composed in 1750.

Designed by Edward White, a leading 
landscape architect in the 1930s, 
Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens are 
widely considered his best creation 
and took five years to complete. 
Significant restoration work to the 
gardens was carried out during 

2001-2004, a project supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, South 
Bucks District Council and the Mobbs 
Memorial Trust.
 
Woodlands, formal planting, pools, 
fountains, rills, parterres, a rockery 
and a wisteria pergola fill the 
gardens, which sit alongside historic 
Stoke Park, once owned by Elizabeth 
I, Sir Edward Coke and the Penn 
family, and its landscape, which was 
created by Capability Brown and 
Humphry Repton. 

A magnificent 600 year-old oak 
stands within the grounds, in the 
Oak Dell, a beautiful natural area, 
which also includes a memorial stone 
with a bronze plaque containing a 
few verses from Thomas Gray’s ‘Ode 
on the Spring’. A carpet of golden 
daffodils greets you as you enter it in 
springtime.  

In a quiet corner of 
Buckinghamshire, 22 acres of 

exquisite gardens offer respite 
from the hustle and bustle of 
daily life, an escape from the 
world’s pressures and a place 
to reflect, to be at peace and at 
one with nature.

EVERLASTING PEACE...GLORIOUS TRANQUILLITY



There are 500 gated family gardens, 
individually designed by Edward 
White to represent a ‘home-coming’, 
and in which are interred the ashes 
of some well-known people. One 
of the larger gardens, the Gurkha 
Memorial Garden, is in memory of 
the 4th Prince of Wales’ own Gurkha 
Rifl es.

In additi on, there are over 3,000 
individual plots, providing a fi nal 
resti ng place for loved ones in a 
serene environment. The beauti ful 
Book of Remembrance is on display 
at the cott age and new names may 
be entered for a small fee.  

While the main purpose of the 
Memorial Gardens is the interment 
of cremated remains, it is a vibrant 

and interesti ng place to visit, with 
a wealth of history and many 
acti viti es on off er. For instance, there 
are guided walks, a butt erfl y day 
in August led by an expert, while 
autumn brings the chance for a 
fungus foray. There are heritage open 
days and the gardens open twice 
a year with the Nati onal Gardens 
Scheme. An annual service of 
Thanksgiving takes place on the fi rst 
Saturday in October.

Gardens of this beauty do not just 
happen – they are the result of a 
great deal of hard work all year 
round. The staff  of fi ve gardeners 
is assisted by volunteers who come 
in regularly to help out and more 
volunteers are always welcomed. 

A magnificent 600 year-old oak stands within the 
grounds, in the Oak Dell, a beautiful natural area



FRIENDS OF STOKE POGES MEMORIAL GARDENS

The Friends of Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens was established in 2004 
following the restoration. The object of the group is the preservation and 
conservation of the Memorial Gardens for the public benefit. They do this 
through fundraising and practical help. To contact or join the friends, please 
email to friendsofspmg.csb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk or call the office on 
01753 523744.
 
Visitors are always welcome. Some come to pay their respects to family 
and friends they have lost, while others come simply to enjoy the gardens 
and views. All are asked to be mindful of the role the gardens have and to 
be respectful. No dogs are allowed into the gardens with the exception of 
assistance dogs.  

If you are researching your family tree, give the office a call. We may be 
able to find records relating to your enquiry.

The Gardens are a place to remember the people who have gone before us 
and their achievements. Some of our more well-known residents are: 

• Sir Noel Mobbs, founder of the Gardens
• Sir Alexander Korda, film director
• Lord Brabazon of Tara, the first pilot in Britain to fly 500 yards
• Kenneth Horne and John Snagge, radio & television presenters 
• Lois Allan, inventor of Fuzzy Felt
• Harriet Cohen, concert pianist
• The 4th Prince of Wales Own Gurkha Rifles 
• and many more!



SOMETHING FOR 
EVERY SEASON
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Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens offer perfect surroundings for a final resting 
place for a loved one, or if you are considering arrangements for yourself.

Empathetic, experienced staff can guide you through the process with care 
and sensitivity and will go through the options available to you. They will 
show you the gardens ensuring you choose what is right for your needs. A 
personal visit is highly recommended, please ring for an appointment. 

All cultures, faiths and beliefs are made very welcome and can be catered 
for.

The ashes of more than 9,500 people are interred in the gardens; all are 
listed with their locations, plotted and are easily identified. Licences for 
scattering ashes beneath turf are for 25 years, while interments in gardens 
are licensed for 50 years. These can be renewed at the end of their term for 
a fee. 

To maintain the ambience of the gardens, any memorials required are 
purchased through the office. Costs and relevant permit fees, where 
applicable, must be paid before placement.

AN IDYLLIC RESTING PLACE



Trees are available to buy in memory of loved ones, and a plaque is 
included in the cost. 

Plaques are a standard size, (6”x4”/15x10cm) to maintain the unique 
environment, and are staked or mounted on stone.

Benches are four feet (1.2m) or six feet long (1.8m), in oak. Benches, 
paving and garden gates remain at the owner’s risk without liability to 
Buckinghamshire Council.

The council reserves the right without prior notice to remove anything from 
graves not in keeping with the gardens or not maintained in a satisfactory 
condition or to alter its position to ensure safety within the gardens. The 
council also reserves the right to recover from the owner any expense so 
incurred. 

For more information on purchasing plots and arranging interments, please 
contact the administrator.
 
Email: memorial.gardens@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Tel: 01753 523744 



HOW TO FIND US

Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens, Church Lane, Stoke Poges, SL2 4NZ

FROM THE M4 
 
Leave at Junction 
6, taking the A355 
(signposted M40). 
At the double mini-
roundabout in Farnham 
Royal turn right onto 
the B416 (signposted 
Stoke Poges), and pass 
the golf course. At the 
crossroads with Church 
Lane, turn right. The 
Gardens are the second 
drive on the right, by St 
Giles Church. Parking at 
weekends is in the car 
park opposite.

FROM THE M40 

Leave at Junction 2, taking the A355 (signposted M4). At the double mini-
roundabout in Farnham Royal turn left onto the B416 (signposted Stoke 
Poges), and pass the golf course. At the crossroads with Church Lane, turn 
right. The Gardens are the second drive on the right, by St Giles Church. 
Parking at weekends is in the car park opposite.
 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 
Please check with the local bus operator for up-to-date travel information.



THE GARDENS ARE OPEN DAILY:

Summer: 8am - 7pm  
Winter: 8am - 4.30pm

THE OFFICE IS OPEN: 

Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 4pm  
(excluding Bank Holidays)

Main gates close at 4.30pm all year round. Please use car park opposite 
and pedestrian side gate when main gates are closed.

PARKING 

During office hours parking is available within the grounds. 

WEEKENDS 

There is a free car park opposite the gardens. Wheelchair access is 
through the churchyard. All the main paths are gravel on tarmac and 
usually suitable for wheelchair use. A wheelchair and electric buggy with 
driver are available during office hours, but pre-booking is advisable.



CONTACT:
Tel: 01753 523744 
Email: memorial.gardens@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

STOKE POGES MEMORIAL GARDENS, 
CHURCH LANE, STOKE POGES, SL2 4NZ

For information about upcoming events and to see more 
photographs of the gardens please go to our Facebook page  
‘Stoke Poges Memorial Gardens’.
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