Stoke Poges

MEMORIAL
GARDENS

Tree Trail

WELCOME
The essence of the Memorial Gardens is to provide
family, friends and descendants with a beautiful and
peaceful setting so that they can pay their respects
to over 9,600 people whose ashes are interred in its
grounds. The sheer scale of the Memorial Gardens
and their proximity to both Stoke Park and St Giles’
Church adds to their splendour.
One’s eyes naturally tend to look forwards and
perhaps downwards to read memorial messages. But
the tree trail we hope will also lift eyes upwards to
the heavens and take in the beauty and diversity of
its trees. Furthermore, trees undergo transformations
throughout the four seasons, so by looking upwards
one can always capture new insights on every visit.

SIR ARTHUR NOEL MOBBS KCVO OBE
(1878 – 1959)
Sir Noel Mobbs was one of three entrepreneurs who,
in 1920, bought 600 acres of land west of Slough
and also many of the World War One vehicles from
France. By 1926 all the repatriated vehicles had
been brought to Slough and recommissioned and the
company changed its name from The Slough Trading
Company to Slough Estates Limited.
In 1928, Sir Noel purchased Stoke Park Golf Club for
£30,000 and in the early 1930’s purchased the land
which is now the Memorial Gardens to prevent it
being sold for housing and thereby prejudicing the
beauty of all the fine buildings in its proximity. The
Memorial Gardens were opened in 1935 and are now
under the control of the local council.
Slough Estates Limited changed its name to SEGRO in
2007 and as part of its centenary celebrations in 2020
commissioned two tree trails – the first in Burnham
Park and the second here at Stoke Poges Memorial
Gardens.

INTRODUCTION
There are an estimated 450 trees in the Memorial
Gardens and 70 types of tree so it has been an
enormous but enjoyable challenge to select just 30 to
feature in this tree trail. There are trees of all shapes
and sizes, from all parts of the world, all looking at
their best at different times of the year. And once one
becomes more familiar with the trees, one’s attention
can shift to the fauna that live happily in the grounds
and then, in autumn, to the fungi which often thrive
in association with specific trees and their location.
And remember also to look up to spot the mistletoe
which thrives in the upper branches of a number of
the trees.
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Please remember that you are visiting a burial
ground and not a park. Over 9,600 people’s ashes
are buried here, their friends and families who
come to visit are grateful for your respect. Please
do not have picnics or ball games here. Fishing,
cycling, drone flying, alcohol or drugs are not
allowed. Guide dogs only are permitted. Please
take your litter home with you and leave only
footprints. Be aware that there are areas of deep
water and keep children supervised at all times.
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Red Oak
Lime
Monkey Puzzle
Monarch Birch
Silver Hedgehog Holly
Maidenhair Tree
Japanese Maple
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English Oak
Box Elder
Japanese Cherry
Tulip Tree
Copper Beech
Caucasian Wingnut
Magnolia
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Wisteria
Persian Ironwood
Young’s Weeping Birch
Swamp Cypress
Wellingtonia
Indian Bean Tree
Blue Atlas Cedar
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Japanese Cedar
Cherry Plum
London Plane
Horse Chestnut
Common Box
Scots Pine
Yew
Strawberry Tree
Sweet Gum

THE STAFF, FRIENDS and VOLUNTEERS of STOKE
POGES MEMORIAL GARDENS who contribute so much
to maintaining the gardens as a place of welcome,
beauty and calm

The Tree Trail

commences at the Sir Noel Mobbs memorial
stone close to the entrance with (1) Red Oak
(Quercus rubra). Native to North America, its
leaves are more pointed than those of an English
Oak and fade to a bright red before falling in
autumn. Note also the enormous oak tree to the
right of the path. Estimated to be 450 years old
this is only a ‘juvenile’ in comparison to another
you will see later in the trail!
Moving down the path towards the fountain
note an avenue of (2) Lime (Tilia cordata). Limes
are native trees. Look out for the heart shaped
leaves which have rusty red hairs where the leaf
stalk attaches to the twig.
Looking to the left, spot a small pine tree
planted in 2009 – Wollemi Pine (Wollemia
nobilis). This tree type was discovered in 1994
in a temperate rainforest wilderness area of the
Wollemi National Park in New South Wales. It is
classified as critically endangered and is legally
protected in Australia.
Behind is (3) Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria
araucana) which is native to central and
southern Chile and western Argentina. It was
first brought to the UK in 1795. The common
name of ‘monkey puzzle’ was coined during
the mid-1800s when Charles Austin, a noted
barrister, on seeing the tree for the first time,
commented that climbing the spiny, spiralling
branches would be a puzzler for a monkey.
Before taking the path to the left go beyond the
fountain and spot (4) Monarch Birch (Betula
maximowicziana). This species is native to the
Kuril Islands and northern to central Japan and is
a valuable timber tree in Japan. It is also grown
as an ornamental tree for its bark.

Halfway along the path on the right is (5)
Silver Hedgehog Holly (Ilex aquifolium ‘Ferox
Argentea’). First recorded in England in c.1662,
its leaves are variegated with cream margins and
many have spines.
On the left is (6) Maidenhair Tree (Ginkgo
biloba). Known as a ‘living fossil’ this is one
of the world’s oldest living tree species which
was around 350 million years ago! Its edible
fruit is very smelly! The word ginkgo comes
from the Chinese yinxing meaning ‘silver
apricot’. It was given the name Maidenhair in
England because the leaves look similar to the
native Maidenhair fern.
On the right is (7) Japanese Maple (Acer
palmatum) which has been cultivated in Japan
for centuries and in temperate areas around the
world since the 1800’s. The first specimen of the
tree reached Britain in 1820. There are many
different cultivars around the Gardens which are
particularly beautiful in autumn.
And a little further along on the right via a small,
paved path into a dell appears (8) English Oak
(Quercus robur) – the champion tree of the
Gardens and estimated to be over 600 years old!
The oak is the most common woodland tree in
England and note the distinctive shape of its
leaves.
On the left just before entering the rose garden
is (9) Box Elder (Acer negundo), a type of maple.
Originally grown in Eastern Asia it has a most
distinctive bark. As with all maples look out for
its winged seeds (known as samaras) which fly
down to the ground in a helicopter fashion.
In the circular-shaped rose garden look
out for four (10) Japanese Cherry (Prunus
‘Amanogawa’) planted in 2013 at regular
intervals. A small, deciduous tree with slightly

fragrant, semi-double, pale pink flowers in late
spring whilst in autumn the leaves turn orange
and red.
Continue the walk through the rose garden and
past the first pollarded beech tree to (11) Tulip
Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera). Native to eastern
North America and so named for its large yellow
tulip-shaped blooms in summer. Three more
pollarded beech trees then come into view again
on the right and behind them is a spectacular
(12) Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’).
Its leaves are deep purple in the spring, turning
to a coppery hue in the autumn, oval and fringed
with silky brown hairs.
Following the path and again on the right is (13)
Caucasian Wingnut (Pterocarya fraxinifolia).
Native to the Caucasian region it was introduced
to France in 1784 and to Great Britain after
1800. The flowers appear in April, the male
catkins thick and green, the females longer
with less dense flowers, bearing red catkins and
green, winged nuts.
On entering the Colonnade, the Italianate water
garden, note the five (14) Magnolia (Magnolia
soulangeana) located in an outer ring around
the central fountain. They originate from Eastern
Asia and are famous for their beautiful flowers
that appear in early spring.
Note also several very mature (15) Wisteria
(Wisteria sinensis). This tree was unknown in
the west before 1816 when several agents of
the East India Company working in China sent
cuttings back to England. Over the next several
decades it became and remains one of the
quintessential ornamental vines in temperate
gardens worldwide. Sinensis means ‘from China’
and this particular tree – when viewed from
above – always twines anti-clockwise!

Moving out of the water garden and turning
left to take the path towards the bridge – on
the right there are three (16) Persian Ironwood
(Parrotia persica). Native to Iran, its leaves are
glossy green in spring turning to a rich purple to
brilliant red in autumn. Turning back and taking
the path with the lake on your left, spot two
trees to the right and then three to the left.
(17) Young’s Weeping Birch (Betula pendula
‘Youngii’). A small deciduous tree forming
a dome-shaped crown of arching branches
weeping to the ground, with ovate leaves
turning yellow in autumn.
(18) Swamp Cypress (Taxodium distichum).
Native to the swampy areas in south eastern
United States, it is also known as the Bald
Cypress as it drops all its needles in winter and
grows a new set in spring.
(19) Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron giganteum)
also known as the Giant Redwood. Native to
the west coast of the United States in the Sierra
Nevada, California, it is reckoned to be the most
massive tree on earth.
(20) Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignoides).
Native to the south eastern United States where
caterpillars have a longstanding ecological
relationship with the tree and may defoliate a
tree three or more times in a summer without
killing it.
(21) Blue Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’)
is native to the Atlas Mountains in Morocco. A
similar tree is planted at the White House South
Lawn in Washington, DC and President Carter
ordered a tree house to be built within it for his
daughter.
Continuing straight on this path for a little
further there are two (22) Japanese Cedar

(Cryptomeria japonica “Elegans”) on either side
of the path. The national tree of Japan, it takes
on a lovely reddish hue in autumn.
Walk back on yourself and turn to your right and
right again as you reach on your left (23) Cherry
Plum (Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’). This is one of
the first trees to blossom in early spring and its
pink blossom evolves into cherry plums.
Pass a table and seats made from Portland
Roach stone on your left whilst reaching on
your right (24) London Plane (Platanus x
hispanicus). A real city slicker, the London Plane
is the capital’s most common tree. As a hybrid
of American Sycamore and Oriental Plane it was
first discovered in the 17th century and planted
widely in the 18th century in streets to reduce
soot and smoke. It was also popular because it
required little root space.
Turn right again to spot three (25) Horse
Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum). Native to
the Balkan Peninsula, it was first introduced to
the UK from Turkey in the late 16th century and
widely planted. The most famous use of horse
chestnuts is in the game of conkers. The first
record of the game is from the Isle of Wight in
1848.
See to your left (26) Common Box (Buxus
sempervirens). A native evergreen that’s at
home in your garden. Box is so special it’s got
a hill named after it. Box Hill in Surrey takes its
name from the ancient box woodland on its
steep chalk slopes.

– a garden feature similar to a rockery but
made from parts of dead trees. Look out for
the fairy house front doors and eight (28) Yew
(Taxus baccata). Yew trees are associated with
churchyards. It is thought that they were planted
on the graves of plague victims to protect and
purify the dead and to stop ‘commoners’ from
grazing their cattle on church ground as yew is
extremely poisonous to livestock.
Turn left onto the driveway, right onto the
grass and round to spot behind the bench (29)
Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo). Native to the
Mediterranean, its fruit is an edible red berry.
And a little further on to (30) Sweet Gum
(Liquidambar styraciflua). Native to north
eastern United States and used in the carpentry
industry where the timber is referred to as satin
walnut and is used extensively in producing
plywood. The tree’s gum resin, for which the
tree is named, exudes from the bark of the
tree when wounded. The resin is produced by
stripping, boiling, and pressing the tree’s bark
and has traditionally been used both medicinally
and to make chewing gum.
Now on completing the tree trail – perhaps you would
like to sit down on one of the many benches and simply
reflect on the beauty of these Memorial Gardens and
their remarkable trees.

And then through the gates and to your right
look out for (27) Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris). It
is one of the UK’s only three native conifers and
the only native pine.
Then turn left and walk through the stumpery

japanese cherry blossom (10)

