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Guidance Note 13: 

 

Improving Home Security 
 

What can be done to improve security? 

 

Home Security is the best way to reduce your chances of being burgled.  A lot of burglaries are 

spur of the moment, carried out by opportunist thieves who do not even have to use force.  For 

example, they get in through an open door, window or other easy point of entry and take their 

chance. We have produced this leaflet to give a number of practical suggestions.  

 

The good news is that it doesn’t take much to improve security and put off burglars.  Much can be 

done to improve security in existing dwellings and when carrying out new work or alterations and 

extensions.  Spending money on security measures can seem daunting but it is a good investment, 

it will last a long time and can add value to your home.  Security can be designed into residential 

areas and new housing by incorporating such features as fencing and ensuring open views over 

communal areas in the original layout.  

 

Look at your home or property through burglars eyes: 

 

 If you think that your security is poor, chances are so will a burglar 

 Are there places were they could break in without being seen? 

 If you have forgotten your keys but can still get in, so can a burglar. 

 

How to improve security on doors 

 

 Provide a robust doorframe securely fixed at a maximum 600mm intervals. 

 Doorstop rebates should be cut out of the solid frame and should be at least 18mm deep but 

preferably 25mm deep.  
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 Provide strongly constructed doors, which are minimum of 44mm thick. The door should be 

strong enough to resist forced entry. 

 Provide a deadlock to BS 3621 to doors. Patio doors require special, locks at the top and 

bottom with an anti lift device. 

 All doors, but especially outward opening doors, should have hinge bolts fitted. 

 

 

 
 

 Doorjambs should be at least 19mm wide where mortice locks are being fitted. 

 Glazed panels should be out of reach of locks so that the intruder cannot smash the glass and 

reach the lock by hand or using wire. 

 

 

 
 

 Hang the door using no fewer than 3 hinges. 

 Letter plates should be located so that locks cannot be reached by hand or wire. Minimum 

letter plate sizes should be 38mm x 250mm. 

 Fix 100mm door bolts at the top and bottom of the door and provide additional security with a 

door chain. 
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How to improve window security 
 

 Small opening lights adjacent to casement fitments should be avoided. 

 Trickle ventilation can be used in preference to small opening lights.  A thief can gain entry via 

the smallest of gaps. 

 Ensure window frames are securely fixed at least 50mm into the fabric of the building. 

 Security devices should be fitted to all opening easily accessible windows. Fit devices that 

operate independently from existing window furniture. 

 Laminated glass should be used for windows in vulnerable areas. Ensure the opening light is 

large enough for an adult, where these are used as a fire escape route. 

 
 

 

Who can give further advice? 

Thames Valley Police promote Crime Prevention through Environmental Design.  See 

http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/crime-prevention.htm and ‘Secured by Design’ scheme 

http://www.securedbydesign.com for further details.  

  

For general crime prevention advice, please refer to Thames Valley Police website 

http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk or contact your local Neighbourhood Policing Team or Crime 

Prevention Team on 101. 
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